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1. Name of Property
historic name  First Trinitarian Congregational Churcli
other names/site number NA
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street & number 381 Country Way , NA.not for publication
city or town Scituate NA vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Plymouth .code 023 zip code jQ2Q6e

3 fitatP/Fpriftrai  Aggnrv Cprtifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986. as amended. | hereby certify that this B'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60, In my opinion, the property
H'meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

» nationally « statewide izlocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon ' Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission. Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets » does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
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State or Federal agency and bureau

tional Park Sprvinp Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
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» See continuation sheet,
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet,
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



First Trinitarian Congregational Church Plymouth County, MA
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)
iLprivate X.building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
_ public-local _ district buildin
_ public-State _ site -1 Q ' 9
_ public-Federal _ structure sites
_ object
, Structures
objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing,) in the National Register
m

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions Current Functions
. . . (Enter categories from instructions)
(Enter categories from instructions)
L . - RFI IGION- liginiis facilit
RFI iniON- religious facility refiginiis tactity
SOCIAL: meeting htall EDUCATION: school (day-care center)

SOCIAL: meeting hall

7. nescriptinn

Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Early Classical Revival foundation GRANITE CONCRFTF

walls WOOD- weatherhnarri shake; VINYI

roof FIBERGLASS

other.

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets,)
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7. DESCRIPTION

Generd

The Firgt Trinitarian Congregational Church occupies an dmost two-third acre square
parce of land in the geogrgphic and civic center of Scituate. The building isst on a
dight rise near the back property line, and faces eedt towards Country Way, the historic
north/south thoroughfare in the town. 1t is accessad by a semi-circular drive off Country
Way. Extending westward from the back of the church property is Fairview Cemetery,
which was established a the same time as but separate from, the church. Both properties
are lined with continuous fieldstonewalls. The surroimding neighborhood is largely
resdentid, characterized by 1 /2 and 2-story wood-frame houses that date from the 19"
through early 20* centuries.

The present church facility is generaly U-shgped in plan, conssting of themain
sanctuary, built in 1826; a spire that replaced the origina cupolain 1853 and was rebuilt
in 1947; and three mgjor building addhions dating from 1890, 1954, and 1988. At 2/2
dories in height, the sanctuary is the dominant feature, as all subssquent additions have
been M2 dorieshigh.

All building components are rectangular in shgpe and of woodf rameconstruction, with
gable roofs covered by asphdt shingles. Unless otherwise noted, wallsare sheathed in
clapboards, and windows have double-hung wood saeh. The sanctuary isbuilt ona
granite block foundation, while concrete block and poured concrete foundations support
the 20" century additions, respectively.

Notable dementsof the 1826 design that remain intact include the overall volume of the
sanctuary, itsfenedration (with the exception of the first floor entrance), exterior trim,
and the finely detailed gdlery onthe indde. The pews, pressed metd ceiling, ad
probably the vestibule and entrance design of the sanctuary dateto an 1896 renovation.

(continued)
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The pulpit and choir areaa the west end of the sanctuary was redesigned in 1951. The
1890 chapd was completdy reconfigured when it was absorbed and enlarged by the 194
addition of Rice Hall, as little or none of itsoriginal design (interior or exterior) gopears
to survive.

Exterior

The 1826 sanciuary isneo-dassica instylewith Gresk Revival influences, (photo #1) A
narrow water table with smple molding rings the three exposed walls of the sanctuary.
The front (eest) facade of the sanctuary is distinguished by apediment that festuresa
wide flat entablature and a narrow lunette window in the tympanum, which is supported
by sx shdlow pilasters. The pilagters, too, are broad and flat, with smplemoldingsa
their bese and cgp, and on the entablature above. The entrance isreached by a series of

four wood gairs that soan the greater part of the faBade, decreasing in width asthey
ascend.

A pair of closaly goaced pilagters on each end of the front faBadef ramesthree larger,
equally-sized bays in the center. These three bays each contain an arched opening with a
louvered wood fan. In the center bay isapair of double-leafed, 6-panded doors, the
louvered arch above the doors is dightly narrower than the door opening. Flanking the
doorway are fixed windows with diamond-paned sseh. The present diamond-paned
windows and double-leafed doorway were in place by 1912, and probably were installed
with the 1896 dterations to the interior of the church, ance they aign with the
arangement of pews cregted a that time.

Centered above the doorway is an dongated Paladian window wearing the boldest
detailing of the building. Thewindow isframed by molded pilasters and ahigh
entablature with awidely-projecting comice molding. The Sde windows have narrow,
6/6 sadh; the tall center window hes 16/9 rectangular panes and a glazed arch that nearly
pierces through the entablature of the gable end. A narrow comice molding crownsthe
arch, in contragt to the bold entablatures over the Sde seeh.

The south and north Sdes of the sanctuary have anarrow frieze board with a smple
(continued)
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comice molding that is continuous with the trim on the front fafade. (photo#2) The
south eevation contains three tall, arched windows with 15/15 wood saeh and glazed
arches, and smple molded surrounds. The north devation of the sanctuary hes two of its
three original windows visible. (Thewesternmost window opening onthiselevation is
still visible ontheinterior.) Early photographs show louvered shutters on the original
front and 9de windows. A modem sted bulkhead with double-leafed doors aocoesses the
besament on the south sde of the sanctuary. Two small brick interior chimneysrise
above the sanctuary roof a itswestem end, flanking the ridge.

Atop the eestern end of the sanctuary is athree-dage tower with an octagond spire,
(photo #1) The present tower features flat comer pilagters and asmply-molded
entablature a each level. The lowest dage has dgpboarded wallson all four sdes. The
soond gage, housing acarillon, hesflushboardedwalls with rectangular openings and an
inner arched framework for the bell. A smplerailing with wood pickets goans the
openings on eech Sde. The highest level has dgpboarded walls with a single nine-pane
window saeh centered on eech elevation. The spire is sheathed in dagpboards and cgpped
by abal-topped finial and brasswegthervane. Replacing the sanctuary's origina domed
cupolain 1853, the spire was rebuilt in 1947 to match the existing desgn and materids.

Wes of the sanciuary isalarge, 1Yi ory addition, built in 1954. (photo #3) Known &s
Rice Hall, thiswing completely subsumed a smaler 1890 addition on the west end of the
sanctuary, extending it south of the sanctuary and aconsderable digance farther tothe
north. The 1954 addition hes agable roof perpendicular to the original building, and al-
dory shed-roofed extenson & the rear (west Sde) that covers alittle more than half the
length of thewing. Most of this addition sands on aconcrete block foundation. The
entire 1954 addition is clad with wood shingles, and hes flat comer boards and a modest
frieze board with comice molding (most pronounced on the southeest eevation, facing
Country Way). All windows on this addition have 6/6 sssh and narrow moldings around
their casangs.

On the eedt 9de of this addition, to the south of the sanctuary, a single sx-paneed door
and awindow face Country Way, providing entrance to the office (originaly the
(continued)



OMB Approvil No. 1024.0011
NPSFowl !0-»0(>-«
(t-»4)

United States Department of thelnterior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shest

First Trinitarian Congregational Church
Section number Page " Scituate (Plymouth), VA

minister's study) ingde, (photo #2) The south eevation has four regularly goeced
windows on the first floor and three above, with asingle sx-paneled door and a smdler
window that open into akitchen in the lean-to part of this volume.

On the back (west) elevation of the one-gtory lean-to are six short, equaly-spaced
windows and asmdl interior brick chimney rising from the northem end. A low, shed-
roofed dormer with two casement windows and shingled walls is located near the middle
of the lean-to extension, rising a the breek between the gable and shed roofs.

The northem end of Rice Hall has apoured concrete foundation, probably added in 1983
when the basament level was added onto and redesigned.  Four tall windows are visible
on the west elevation (ancther, blocked-in window isvisible onthe interior), and two
windows are symmetrically disposed on the north elevation. A concrete stairway
aooess the basemant on the west Sde of the hall. A chainlink fencerunsfrom the
outer, northem comer of the lean-to the northem property line.

Pardld to the sanctuary, the 1988 wing projectsfrom the northeast end of Rice Hall,
forming asmal courtyardin front that servesas the primary entranceto the complex,
(photo #3) The 1980s addition connects to the front faBade of Rice Hall by an L-shaped
portico, encdlosed by shed roofsand pairs of large glazed openings within aframework of
wood piers and lintels. The outer (eest) end of thiswakway terminates in acrossgable
with asmall entry portico supported by square posts, which shdters double-leafed, glazed
doors. Another pair of smilar doors opensinto the eet Sde of thewakway. The
courtyard features brick and agphdt paving and asmall informal garden. Insde the
portico, clgpboard remains on the eedt fafade of Rice Hail, dong with two windows
matching those on the west elevation, and apair of asymmetrica and dissimilar, double-
leafed doorways.

The 1980s wing has apoured concrete foundation; wood dagpboards on the south and

north eevations and vinyl sding on the front (eest) facade; and plain narrow boards

trimming the base, comers, and eaves. The front or eest faBade features two 6/6 windows

with plain flat casngs asmal circular window in the gable, vinyl siding, and narrow
(continued)



OMB Approval No. 101«-00It
NfS Form 1 I»-»0«-«
™9
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Continuation Shet

First Trinitarian Congregational Church
Section number 7 Page 5 Scituate (Plymouth), MA

wood trim & the base, comers, and eaves The Sde (north) wall of thiswing contains
grouped, 1/1 vinyl windows without casings on both the ground floor and besement
levels. A shdlow, shed-roofed projection a the besement level terminates a the west
with arecessad entrance, which shdtersaglazed door and an equaly-wide sidelight.
Narrow, dry-laid sgonesform the retaining wallsfor the walkway leading downto this
entrance.

Interior

The interior of the church echoes the simplicity of the exterior. Although it hes been
remodeled severd times, much of the original design and architecturd character are still
evident.

The origina church building contains an entrance vestibule at the west end, with a
narrow, L-shgped stairway a each end rising to the gdlery above. The wood sarways
each have aturned newd post with aball finial and awood railing, but no balusers.
Horizontal wood wainscoting aong the eest and west wallsof the vestibule continues up
both sdes of the stairwells, joining the wainscoting of the galery area. Vertical wood
boards pandl the walls under the sarways and a eech narrow end of the vestibule. A
low door compased of vertical boardswithout casing aocoesses asmall closet under esch
dair; the southem door retainsitsorigina latch and lock.

The partition wall between the vestibule and main sanctuary (built ca 1896) contains
three pairs of double-leafed, sx-paneled doors, these are framed by flat casngsand
corner blocks, as are the door and window openings on the exterior wall. Onthe
sanctuary sde of the partition, these doorways have smple molded caangs.

The main sanctuary consgts of ashallow, barrd-vaulted ceiling sheethed with pressed

metal; two rows of curving wood pews on the ground floor, which are accessed by a

center aide and an aide dong each sde of the building; and acurved gdlery a the eest

end of the building, supported by four ddicate Doric columns, (photo #4) At the west end

of the sanctuary a center pulpit isflankedby smal choir aress, all s&t on alow, raised
(continued)
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platform. A pipe organ islocated to the left of the pulpit, (photo#5) The arched
windows and Palladian window in the sasnctuary all havetranducent glass panes the sseh
may be replacements mede in the 1896 renovation.

The paws ae congmcted with wood Sdesand backs, and have decoratively sawn and
caved ends The dde wallsof the sanctuary feeture plagter surfaces abovealow
wainscoting of horizontal boardswith abullnose chair rail continuous with the window
sills; the wood for this wainscoting was recycled from the original pews.

The floor conssts of wood planks under the pews, and carpeting a the aidesand in the
pulpit and choir areas. The pressad metd ceiling hes amolded comice and alarge center
medallion that originally contained alight fixture. Four modem chanddiers presently
provide the mgjor lighting for this Joace. The metd celling was mogt likely installed in
1885, while the paws and wainscoting were added in 1896. The wood floor and
chanddliers dateto the 1951 renovation of the sanctuary.

The 1826 bacony is segmentdly arched in plan, supported by smple Doric columns
having capitals but no base. The pargpet wall consstsof an entablature with a
modillioned cornice directly abovethe columns, surmounted by five recessed pands that
are sgparated by molded pilagters; the whole composition istopped by a delicatdy
molded cornice that actsas arailing for the seets above. Onthe gallery Sde of thiswall
are beeded vertical boards separated by beeded stiles. Horizontal wood boardsform the
wainscoting, andfloorsare carpeted, as in the main ssnctuary. The first row of pews—
reported to be the original downgtairs seets—are curved, with sraight backs, shalow
sedts and plain plank endsand legs. A narrow horizontal board with rounded edges
forms the top rail of these seats. The upper row of pewsisaso curved, and features the
samedecoratively cut and sawn design as on the ground floor. A modem, square wood
upport post rises from the balcony floor to the ceiling, just behind the pargpet wall.

The Pdladian window that is given extraordinary detailing on the exterior hes been given
asmilar leve of attention onthe insde, where it illuminatesthe balcony area. The

(continued)
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opening is framed by dongated pilasters and free-standing Doric columns, which support
apilastered entablature with degp comice molding, and anarrower molding over the
center arch, (photo #4)

The pulpit and choir aress are the mog recent partsof the sanctuary (1951). The pulph
contains apanded lectern, and istwo sepsabove the main floor. The choir |ofts,
flanking the pulpit and one sep lower, ae screened by low walls having horizontal
boards and corner pogswith decoratively carved ums. Thesewallsendose short rows of
plain, straight bencheswith wood seets and backs, (photo #5)

Occupying the center third of the wall behind the pulpit is ashalow projection with a
large, semi-circular recess. To the |eft of the pulpit isapipe organ, housed in adightly
lower recesswith a segmentaly arched top. To the right of the pulpit, asingle, Six-
panded door (installed in 1951) leedsinto Rice Hall beyond. On the northwall of the
sanctuary, the wesernmost arched window hes been filled in (although the molded casing
remains), and contains double-leafed, sx-panded doors that lead into the 1930s portico.

Rice Hall is dominated by alarge, high-ceilinged open goece usad for meetings and socid
events, with asmall gage a the northend. To the wes, in the one-gdtory lean-to, aretwo
bathrooms and a sorage room.

At its southern end, where it suibsumed the 1890 chapd, the 1954 addition hes two floors.
The first floor contains an office in the southeest comer; an L-shaped room in the center
that isused for small meetings and other programs, and along, L-shaped kitchen that
primarily occupies the one-dtory lean-to. Hoors are wood, carpet, and vinyl tile; walls
have alow wainscot of horizontal wood boardswith plaster board and a comice molding
above and acoudic tile covers the ceiling. All architectura features in this wing gppear
to date from the 1950s with the exception of afour-panded, Victorian door to a small
cdoset inthe middleroom of the ground floor.

(continued)
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On the second floor of the west wing is acollection of three small dassrooms, sorege
aress, and an endlosed, L-shgped dairway leading to the first floor room below. This
floor is ds0 reached by a straight, open stairway leading directly into Rice Hall.

The 1988 addition contains a series of offices, adminidtrative arees, and alibrary on the
ground floor, off the endlosed portico, and dassrooms, offices and sorage aress for a
nursery school on the basament level.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Sites are known on the church property, Stesmay be
present. One Ste isrecorded in the generd arean Environmenta characteridtics of the
property indicate somelocational criteria (dope, soil drainage, distanceto wetlands) that
are favorable indicators for ancient Native Stes. The church islocated on awell drained,
level to moderately doping land surface formed inglacid till, characteridtics thet are
favorable for gte location. Soil typesin this area, however, are reported to range from
very dony to extremely sony, a characteristic which, when combined with the neerest
wetland resource over 1000 feet from the church reduces the overall Ste sensitivity for
thislocation. Given the above information, the small szeof the parcd (0.67 acre) ad
construction impacts related to the church, additions, paving and horse sables no longer
extant, alow potential exists for locating ancient Native American resourceson the
nominated property.

A low to moderate potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resourceson the
church property. Stmctura evidence of horse sheds reported north of the sanctuary
between the church and County Way, demolished in 1919 may survive, however,
additions to the church and the access drive may have impacted these potentia resources.
Archaeologica evidence of additiona outbuildings and occupationa related feetures
(trash aress, privies, wells) may dso exist.

(end)
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)L A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X.C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X. A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.
Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphical Referenres

Plymouth County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

RELIGION
SOCIAL HISTORY

Period of Significance

1826-1952

Significant Dates
1R?6[orig church]
1R53 [ispirR]
1890-91 [chapel]
1896 [interior alterations; windows

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

_N/A

Architect/Builder
Rev. Daniel Wight, Jr. [designed 1853 spire]
George C. Lee and Job Bailey [built 1853 spire]
Thomas F Bailey and Alvin Colhurn [built orig. chapel]

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this forni on one or more continuation sheets.)
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preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X. State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
First Trinitarian Congregational Church
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 1826 Firgt Trinitarian Congregationa Church is an excdlent example of early 19"
century institutional architecture in Scituate, and the church organization hes been closdly
identified with the town's devdlopment snce 1634. Located near a prominent
intersection in the civic center of town, the building possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materiads, workmanship, feeling, and associaion, and meatscriteriaA
and C of the National Regider a the local levd.

Scituate isasmall town with apopulation of 17,000 occupying approximately 17 square
miles. Itisgtuated on coadd lowlands adjacent to Massachusetts Bay, approximately 25
miles south of Boston. Thefirst Europeen settlers arrived from Kent, England, and from
the Plymouth colony to the south before 1633, and the town was incorporated in 1636.
Asthe town's economic bese was dominated by maritime activitiesfor itsfirst two and a
half centuries, early settlement focused on arough grid of streets to the south of Scituate
Harbor, but expanded to interior regions of the town.

Shipbuilding, fishing, and coadtd trade were Scituate's leading indudtries from the 17*
through the mid-19* centuries. Closdly following the decline of those local activities, the
train linefrom Boston arrived in 1871, transforming Scituate first into a summer resort
and then into acommuter suburb. Country Road, on which the First Trinitarian
Congregationd Church islocated, was established in the 17* century as part of the old
Plymouth Coast Road from Boston to Plymouth, becoming the primary north/south route
through the town by the Federd period.

The Rev. John Lothrop and 30 of his followersleft England in 1634, sopping firstin
Boston but arriving shortly theresfter a "an early settlement in the wilderness, called
Scituate" (quoted inWaite 1967, p. 2). Dissenters from the established Church of
England, L othrop's group established the fourth church in the Plymouth colony, and the
thirteenth in Massachusetts Their first meeting house was built in 1636, the same year

(continued)
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that the town was incorporated. Indicative of the evolution of the town, Scituate'sfirst
meseting house wes built near the harbor in 1636, but acentury later, in 1737, the fourth
meseting house wes located afew miles inland—not far from the present church's
location.

New England town govemment was closdly identified with the (Congregationdi<t)
church for more than two centuries. The earliest towns had the same boundaries as the
church parishes; town mestings were held in the church meeting houss; town officers
were required to be church members and town taxes supported church operations. The
parish, or civic government was responsible for materia and financia matters—building
the meeting house, paying the minister, and providing other physical necessties. In
addition, the parish legally owned the church building. Church members sdected and
ordained their own ministers, and were responsible for spiritual matters. Asthey had to
meat gtrict tests of faith, many parish membersdid not formally belong to the church.

Vigorous religious disputes characterized Scituate's established church (as well asthose
of many other Massachuseitstowns) nearly from the beginning. Rev. Lothrop was
troubled by dissenson over methods of baptism and growing sentiment for a second or
south parish to accommodate the expanson of settlement in the town. Hereceived
permission from the Genera Court of Plymouth Colony to establish anew church in
Barngable (on Cgpe Cod) in 1639, taking about half of the town's population with him.
(The Second Parish ws officially separated as ardigious entity in 1644, and in the 19*
century becamethe town of Norwell.)

The minister's place in early New England was distinguished: Scituate'sfirstfour

ministers—L othrop, Saxton, Chauncy, and Dunge—were "scholarly men educated in
English universities’ (Waite, p. 16); the latter two were the sscond and first presdents of
Harvard College, respecfively. Nonethdess, economics dictated that the early ministers
farmed as well as preached. Rev. Lothrop had afarm located south of the Driftway in the
Greenbush areaof Scituate. Farmland near the Harbor was given to the church in the mid

(continued)
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17+ century, and helped the support the church with its crops, which were often used for
payment to the ministers. This property a0 contained a parsonege—a successon of
three different buildings on the site, which were usad until 1806. The parsonege was
often rented out when there was no regular minister.

During the 17* and 18* centuries, Scituate was arelatively populous and prosperous
sttlement.  Asthe only degp harbor between Boston and Cgpe Cod, its shipbuilding and
fishing industries were prominent; while mills were d 0 active in inland aress. The
Federa period was Scituate's most progperous era, still led by fishing and shipbuilding
(meny of the whaling ships used in New Bedford and Nantucket were built in Scituate
during this period). Although population growth was relatively dow, it began to move
westward from the coadt, and a concentration of houses began to emarge on Firgt Parish
Road, in the vicinity of the present First Trinitarian Congregational Church.

The first, second, and third meetings houses were built (1636, ca 1682, and 1709,
respectively) on the same dte near the harbor, on what is known as Meeting House Hill.
In recognition of changing settlement pattems, the fourth meeting housewasfinally
located to the west, in what is now called Scituate Center, in 1737. Thisbuilding
incorporated portions of the third meeting housethat were moved to the Site, and wes
enlarged ca 1750. While the first three church buildings seam to have been smple
dructures, the fourth meeting house was distinguished by its Sone sgpsand horse sheds,
whitewashed exterior, and plagtered interior wallsand ceiling.

Scituate's fifth meeting housewes built in 1774 on aprominent hilltop setting, 200 yards
west of the previous church building. Serving agrowing population, it was a substantia
building—described as 48 by 66 feet in Sze, with ahigh seeple, 40 panes of glass in
each window, seatsfor Sngersin the front gallery, and aheating sove installed for the
first timein 1823.

A s=riousreigious schism between liberal and orthodox religious views emerged in the

late 18* century, and became prominent in the early 19* century. Disagreement on

fundamental doctrines (such as the divinity of Christ and the trinitarian concept of God)

led to asplit between the Unitarians and the Congregationdigts in Scituate in 1825. A
(continued)
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majority of parish membersvoted for Unitarianism, but amajority of church members
voted for Trinitarianism, or traditional Congregationdism. Since the parish members hed
legd ownership of the building, the Universaligts retained the meeting house and other
property (such as the communion sarvice) of the original church.

The orthodox Congregationdists, who formed amajority of church members, still
conddered themsdlvesto be the "First Church” in Scituate, athough they technically
saoaded from the parish. The nameof Firgt Trinitarian Congregational Church was
adopted to identify their religious viewswith those of the founding church of 1634. With
21 subscribersto the origina Trinitarian society (who owned the building in proportion
to their financia contribution), anew sanctuary was quickly consgmcted in 1826 a a cost
of $1230; it was located less than ahalf mile north of the Firgt Parish (Unitarian) Church.
The new dructure was 54 feet long and 40 feet wide, and was said to seet nearly 400
people; aMr. Oskman of Marshfield was the builder. Two sarviceswere originally held
on Sundays, with a2A hour bregk for lunch and socidizing.

Other religious denominations were a0 formed in Saituate & thistime, and the
progperous popul ation was constmcting numerous schools and tavems, es well asa
aumme hotd a the harbor. The 1831 magp of the town shows the Trinitarian, Baptist,
and First Parish (Unitarian) churchesall located in Scitutate Center, neer the intersection
of Country Way, Firg Parish Road, and Branch Strest; their Methodist contemporary (ca
1825; not extant) was located neer the harbor. During the mid-19* century, JanesS
Briggs, treesurer of the Baptist Society, lived on the comer, two houses south of the
Congregationa Church; he is said to have opened his houseto provide drinking weter
during the lunch bresk between the Sunday services to membersof all three
congregations in the vicinity.

Federa period architecture in Scituate—both domestic and institutional—was typically
modest inits aspirations, as represented by the extant Baptist and Congregeationd
churches. The 1825 Baptist chgpd—whose design isamuch smpler but remarkably
smilar verson of the First Trinitarian Congregationad Church—still standson Country

(continued)
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Way, lessthan aquarter-mile south of the Congregationad Church. (It sopped being used
a achurch in 1870, when anew and larger edificewas erected in North Scituaete) The
Congregationd Church is much more subgtantia in 9ze and compostion than itsBaptist
sibling, and isthe town's earliest surviving religiousbuilding still serving itsorigina use
Fairview Cemetery, in back of the Congregationa church, was dso established in 1826,
but was crested as anondenominationa burial ground for al Protestants, and hes been
sparady owned and managed by a private corporation throughout its history.

The Firgt Trinitarian Congregational Church sanctuary iswell preserved on both the
exterior and interior, and its architectura evolution demondrates the changing role of the
church within the community, and cultural changes within the community. The original
1826 sanctuary wes largely smilar to what exigs today, with the magjor exception of
having an octagond, domed belfry (with no bell) st on alow, squarebase. The main
fagede had two doorways providing sepearate entrancesfor men and women, with a
shuttered (probably false) window between them. Early photographs show louvered
shutterson the origina front and Sde windows. Plank sepsextended "dear across the
front of the building,” (Waite p. 50) probably very smilar to thosein use today. Jud to
the north of the sanctuary, horse dheds extended between the church and Country Way;
they were demolished in 1919.

Onthe interior, straight-backed pews had narrow seets and were closdly spaced,
accounting for the much higher seating cagpacity (about double of the present-day). There
were only two aidesthen, and the pewvs—at leest some of which were the old boxed
pews—extended to the Sde wallsof the building. Pawswere owned by church members
for severd decades after which (into the 1890s) they were rented to church members.

The origina doorways are sad to have led into box-like foyers that opened onto the

ades. Between the doorways, and dso under the gallery, was the wood stove that heeted

the church. There was no partition between the vestibule and the main body of the

sanctuary. Itisnot certain if agove was origina to the building, dthough soveswere

being usad in medtinghouses of this period, including the First Parish Church. A dove

pipe was sugpended from the rafters and ran the length of the church to achimney onthe
(continued)
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north sde of the building. Benches were aranged around the sove, where people st in
the winter for warmth and to egt their lunches, and the Sunday school met here until the
Chapd addition was built in 1890.

The pulpit platform was smdler than a present, allowing for more pewsin front of and
flankingit. Accompanied by abess viol and flute, Sngers st in the gdlery, whichis
thought to be virtually unchanged fromitsorigina constmction. 1n 1856, the choir was
invited to Sng downgtairs with the congregation.

The Rev. Danid Wight, Jr. (minister from 1842-56) was responsible for the first major
changein the church building, the constmction of the bell tower in 1853, Rev. Wight
designed the project himself, and enlisted the Ladies Sewing Circle to help with
fundraising (they provided about one-third of the cost). George C. Lee and John Bailey
of North Scituate buih the stegple; the bell, weighing more than 1000 pounds, was
brought from Troy, New York. A clock was aso envisoned for the new tower, but
proved too costly to acquire.

Outstanding during this period was the Rev. Wight, who is recognized as one of the most
highly regarded and effective ministers of the church, and who isremembered as
revitalizing his congregation both spiritually and materialy. He organized the old church
records and st high sandardsforftaturerecord-keeping; revised the church's covenant
and articles of faith; founded the Sunday School; encouraged formation of the Ladies
Sewing Circle; and wes active in town affairs, including the school committee. Of
Wight's 14-year tenure, the church's official historian writes,

"He came a atime when the fortunes of the church were low and provided the
necessry energy, faith and strength of character to solidify its smcture and sstiton a
firm foundation. Hewas loved and respected by his parishioners....” (Waite 1967, p.
61)

(continued)
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The Ladies Sewing Circle was acritical part of the First Trinitarian Congregeationd
Church in the late 19* century. It had 30 charter members, including the minister'swife,
who was itsfirst presdent. The Sewing Circle's purposewas primarily to assst in the
maintenance of the church property, as dated initsoriginal constitution:

"The place... of public worship should be attractive, as well as comfortable... the
Sanctuary ought to be kept in suitable Order, the interior especialy, combining
neatness comfort and beauty, without extraviganse [sic]. We, therefore, ladies in the
Orthodox congregation of Scituate, believing that the interior of our house of worship
nesdsimproving, & dsothat... there may be other objects of religious interest, which
we may aid, and the more effectually, by united effort, we do therefore agree to form
oursalves into an association.... The object of this aso. [sic] shdl be, firgt, to
improvethe interior of our houseof public worship, and then such other objects as
shall be gpproved by amajority of the memberspresent...." (Sewing Circle
Secretary's Book, 1848, n.p.).

Money weas raised through the sdle of clothing, gorons, and household linens (quilts,
comforters, sheets, drgpes) that they made, as well as through church festivals, fairs, tea
parties, and suppers.

The late 19* century was aperiod of economic decline for Sctuate as awhole, except for
the geographically- and socid ly-isolated summer resort industry. The ssocond parish, or
South Scituate (now known as Norwell), became a sgparate town in 1849. South Scituate
took the town hall with it, and before anew town hall was built in 1849 in Scituate

proper, the first town meeting after the division wes reportedly held in the Congregationd
church building.

The town's traditional economic bese continued to decline through the early 20* century,
and there was little population growth. Not only were local supplies of fish depleted, but
dso the North River (at Scituate's southem border) was not able to accommodate the
larger vessdsbeing required of shipbuilders, and locally available timber for ship
constmction was disgppearing.

(continued)
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Thexe losseswere partialy offset by the emergence of summer resort colonies in the
1840s, aided by the arriva of the railroad in neighboring Cohasst (to the north) in 1849,
and extension of the line through Scituate in 1871. Significant new development darted
to pick up only after 1900, largely in the form of summer housesaong the coadst and
suburban constmction in northem partsof town. Mot of the extant ingtitutional
dmctures datefrom 1870-1915.

Despite its ambitious beginnings, the Firg Trinitarian Church was troubled by financial
problems throughout the 19* century and well into the 20* century. The church often
had no regular minister, but rather many acting pastors and ordained ministerswho
saved only for short periods. During thistime, the church was sustained by gifts and
legacies, the Massachusetts Home Missionary Society, and the Ladies Sewing Circle.
Thiswork included, a various times, gifts to the ministers and their families, repars and
improvements to the church building, care of the cemetery grounds, transportation of
children to Sunday School, purchase of an organ, and payment of the organist's sdary.
The Sewing Circle often paid not only for the materias, but aso for the labor required for
installation (they are described as having laid carpeting themsdvesin 1850), and
typically followed through with superintending the work.

The Sewing Circleftandedseverd important improvements to the sanctuary in the 19*
century, including new wall paper (1849); carpeting for the aides and open aress (1850)
and pews (1867); and purchese of an organ to be installed in the gallery (1865). It hes
aso been noted, but without any details, that "extendve repars were mede on the
meseting house in 1867, during which timethe congregation was invited to hold worship
savice in the Baptist church.” [Waite, p. 74] Itislikely that these were repairs in-kind,
perhaps of astmctura nature.

In 1885, the Sewing Circle commenced a substantia project of repairs, redecoration, and
replacement of the heating sysem. The work included wallpapering, carpet cleaning.

(continued)
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new kerosene light fixtures mounted on the sde walls, indeterminate chimney work, and
probably installation of the present pressed metd ceiling. The church history infers from
Sewing Circle records of labor and materids "that the ceiling was first ingtaled a this
time, the auditorium originally being open to the rafters.” (Waite, p. 51)

Becausethe cogt of a new fumace was prohibitive, the Sewing Circle re-ingtalled the old
dove, but had its pipes supported by rods on the pewsrather than hung from the new
ceiling; the pipes were teken downin the spring and put beck in the fall. A new cod
fumace was ingtalled the following yesr, in 1886.

The Sewing Circle's largest project was the first change to the building footprint. In
1890, the Circle erected a 30 by 45 foot addition buih by Thomas Bailey and Alvin
Colburn. Traditionally called the chapd, the new wing housed aparlor and kitchen, and
its fumishings included 125 assambly chairs. The addition was used as a meeting Soece
for the Ladies Sewing Circle (which had been congregating in private homes) and the
Sunday school, and presumably for socid functions.

The Sewing Circle undertook its last mgjor repairs and renovations of the sanctuary in
1896. The old box pewswere removed, their boards and mahogany railing ussd for
wainscot panding and chair rails on the Sde walls. The present pewswere ingtalled with
three adesingead of the origina two—one down the center and another dong each dde
of the building. 1t ssamslikely that the present arrangement of exterior doors and
windows on the main sanctuary faBade was a0 cregted in 1896, to coordinate with the
new arangement of the pewsinsde. A new pulpit with fumishings was givenby a
church member a the same time. Lastly, a 1926 history of the church gates that "theold
windows were replaced by the present ones' in the 1896 renovation, with the new
windows given by membersof the church. (Minot, p. 6)

The church continued to smggle with low membership, accompanying financial

problems, and lack of organizationa focusin the early 20* century. Few improvements

were medeto the building in this period, the most notable being demolition of the horse

shedsin 1919, new carpeting laid in 1926, and painting and "redecorating” (Walite, p. 90)
(continued)
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in 1936. Dueto the cogt of experienced, fiill-time ministers, ssminary sudents—who
were not dways Congregationdis—were frequently hired, as well asretired, part-time
ministers. Beginning in the second quarter of the 20* century, however, and intensifying
after World War |1, Scituate experienced a drameatic population increese. The new
resdentswere largely suburban commuters atracted by convenient transportation to
Boston.

Coincident with thislarge-scde resdentia growth and deveopment, the First Trinitarian
Congregationa Churchfound its second outstanding minister— Dr. Austin Rice, who
cameto the church in 1945 as an acting minister, recently retired, but Sayed on until
1954. Dr. Ricewas indrumentd in revitalizing all aress of the church—its
organizationa and spiritual stmcture, its membership (which grew considerably),
programming, and itsbuilding. Asdescribed |ater,

"For the first timein many years [the church] was in the handsof aleeder with life-
long ministerial experience as well astotal dedication and rare nobility of character.
His coming ssamed providential...." (Waite, p. 95)

In alargely symbolic act, the dichotomy between the busness and religious agpectsof the
church was ended in 1949, whenthe origina Trinitarian Congregationa Society was
dissolved and the church was incorporated, allowing it to finally own its property.

After 50 years of inactivity, necessary repairs, renovations, and additionsto the building
resumed. A coagd storm in 1942 weskened the original spire, which was replaced in
1947 with whet weas described as "an exact duplication.” (Bylaws and Records, 1933-
[n.d.], p. 120) Between 1948 and 1951, the choir | oft adjacent to the pul pit was enlarged,
building repairs (presumably routine) were made, and the landscaping of the grounds was
improved. To hep mark the 125* anniversary of the laying of the comergione of the
original sanctuary in 1951, anumber of renovations were mede. Thesxeincluded the
present screen walls around the choir gdls; anew pulpit and related fumishings (such as
chairs) and an enlarged platform benegth them al; four chanddiers, which replaced a

(continued)
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sngle fixture in the center of the ceiling; anew wood floor; and other, unspecified
"changes and improvements.” (Waite, p. 97) Edgar T.P. Waker of Boston was the
architect for this project. The spire was dso illuminated a this time.

By the early 1950s atendance a services, Sunday school, and other activities hed
increesed 0 greetly that larger facilitieswere required. A professond fiand-raising
organization was hired, and constmction wasfinishedin 1954. A large wing for Sunday
school dasses, meetings and specidfiinctionsweas added as the Austin Rice Chapd (now
known as Rice Hall), which incorporated and enlarged the 1890 chape addition under a
continuous geble roof Additional storage goecewas provided where the roof was raised
over the former ladies parlor; the ladies parlor and kitchen were rebuilt and modemized;
and apastor's sudy was added a the southeast comer of the wing, with a private
entrance overlooking Country Way.

During the next three decedes dterations to the church building were relatively minor.
In the late 1950s rooms for the growing Sunday school were crested from the Sorege
areaover the ladies parlor, connected to the chepd by anew sairway. In the 1960s, the
Rice Memoria Carillon was installed, as was anew Aeolian-Skinner pipe organ; four
new rooms were added on the second floor abovethe former ledies parlor; and the
interior of the sanctuary was redecorated (probably cosmetic).

The most recent mgjor addition to the church facility isthe office wing addition, added to
the north of and parald to the origina sanctuary in 1988; Wallace FHoyd Associaes of
Boston wes the architect. This project encompassad three administrative offices, a
library, and rooms for aweskday nursery school and Sunday school dassesin the
besament level. The church is presently heavily involved in community affairs. In
addition to itstraditiona religious services and activities, the building continuoudy hogs
scout troops, support groups, bloodmobiles, medsfor senior citizens, exercise groups, a
pre-school, and performing arts groups, as well as charitable programs for housing, the
homeess, and missons.

(continued)
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Architecturaly, the First Trinitarian Congregationd Church isamodest example of its
dyle, dthough its modesty istypica of itsperiod in Scituate. The newer additions to the
building, while consderably enlarging the building footprint, defer to the original
building in 9ze and massing, and blend harmonioudy through their use of materids,
detailing, and good quality design.

The design of this church is more ambitious than the neerby Baptist chapd of 1825,
which aso has apedimented front faQade. The First Trinitarian Congregationd Churchis
more closaly related to the 1830 meatinghouse in South Scituate (now Norwell). [NRDIS
1982] Common architectural fegtures include their more subgtantia massng, a
pedimented faBade with shallow pilasters and anarrow lunette window in the tympanum,
and asries of three arched windows on the long walls. Furthermore, theseto churches
may share abuilder: among the three men contracted to supply the materias for and
condruct the South Parish church was a Christopher Oakman - very possbly the "Mr.
Oakman of Marshfield" who is described as the builder of the First Trinitarian
Congregationd Church (Waite, p. 49).

The First Trinitarian Congregational Church today is an active and lively organization,
which hes maintained its property well. Listing on the National Register would recognize
the important place of the church building in the history and development of Scituate, and
would provide opportunities for grant funds to help support the increasing cods of
maintenance for this prominent smcture.

(continued)
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Archaeol ogical Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to contribute further
documentation on early 19* century institutional architecture and related outbuildings in
Scituate and southeestem Massachusetts. Stmcturd evidence from the horse sheds may
contribute information on 19* century transportation and how thesefacilities conformed
to the "modest aspirations’ reported for Federd Period domedtic and institutional
architecture in Scituate. Detailed analys's of the contents from occupationd related
features, if they exist, may contribute important socid, cultural and economic information

on the 19* and 20* century parishioners of the church and membearsof the Scituate
community.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the nominated property is shown as ot 37-4-23 on Sheat 37 of the Sctuate Assessor's map.
Thetotal lot areais 29,200 S (0.67 acres).

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire property historically associated with the church during its period of
sgnificance, 1826-1950. Although it was edablished a the same time as the church, the adjacent Fairview
Cametery is owned and managed by a private corporation, and by all accounts has never been part of the church
or itsproperty. Itistherefore not included in this nomination.

The church'sownburia grounds are located on two small, sgparate parcels, located to the northwest and

southwest of the church building, which were acquired in the 1990s These parcds do not contribute to the
sgnificance of the First Trinitarian Congregational Church, and are therefore not included in thisnomination.

(end)



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

First Trinitarian Congregational Church

Section number photos Page
Scituate (Plymouth County), Mass.

PHOTOGRAPHS

AU photogrgphsare 8 x 10", taken by Wendy Frontiero in January 2001. Negativesin possesson of the
photographer.

Ead faBade and north devation: Sanctuary and portion of 1983 addition, looking SW.

South devations Sanctuary and Rice Hall, looking NW.

Ead feBade and north devation: 1983 addition and portions of sanctuary and Rice Hall, looking SW.
Sanctuary and gallery, looking E.

Sanctuary, pulpit, and choir aress, looking W.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
August 6, 2002 M assachusatts Historical Commission

Ms. Caral Shull

National Regiger of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endlosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Firgt Trinitarian Congregationa Church, Scituate (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg 0O
National Regigter Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC: David S Bell, Scituate Historical Society
Raph Crossen, Board of Sdectmen
Wendy Frontiero, Consultant
Laura Harbottle, Planning Director
Firg Trinitarian Congregationa Church

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state maus'sec/mhc
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