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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN! PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The Jcsiah Merritt Adobe, constructed sometimg p?ior to 1852, is'still
in active use as a bysiness & professional building. Purchased in a
sheriff's sale from it's original owner in 1852 by Juana de Castro,
Josiah Verritt's wife, the simple adobe structure was enlargeq from
one or possibly one-and-one-half stories to two stories and finished
in a Greek Revival temple form. Merritt added via an as yet unknown

_craftsman a taree pillared and pedimented Greek facade on the eastern

end of his residence, maintaining in the design a traditional Mexican
California exterior staircase-along the North wall for access to the
upper apartments. The ncn-classical pillars supporting the second'floor
balcony are a cormon variation of the Greek Revival style as practiced
in America. The use cf thrcc pillars rather ihan the usual sewetrical
nunber of four or six can be attributed to the small scale of the struc-
ture, 20' x 32' for both floors.

The house has a low gabled roof and is two bays wide. The two-stcry
pedinented portico i$ flanked on the left hy 4 over 6 sash windowe on
both {loars and on the right by a pair ot doors. A glazed 4 over 6
French window on the upper floor over a solid paneled entrance door

on the first. flocr, again varying the symetry of the mode. At this
writinz no cother adove residence in California is known to incorporate
the Greek temple form in it's execution. The entire structure is sur-
rounded cn three sides by a charming forwal garden.

A one story 20" x 24' flat roofed addition was added to the rear of the
structure prior to 1948. The gable rocf is currently covered vith a
conpesition material and was probably originally of wood shingle. Other
renovation of the structure is unknown except for the addition of elect-
ric wiring, modern plumbing and facilities prior to 1948,

The entire ensemble is flanked on the south by a large two-story church
and on the porth by a vacant lot and then a two story office building

and market. An older (1920's, 30's) commercial block faces the Merritt
Adobe from the east. Recent re-allignment of }Monterey's Southern His-

toric District has excluded the Merritt Adobe from protection previously
afforded within it's confines.
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Architecture: The Josiah Merritt Adobe is an.excellent, and perhaps
°“I) exampie cf the Greek Revival temple form applied to the vevnaculer adof

construction of Mexican California. Ynile other structures, : :
the Benicia State Capitol Building (State Landrarx #133) empioy the
Greek temple form, building materials tend to favor stcne or nascury
rather than the native adobe.

Josiah lMerritt’'s residence is an excellent rewin
impcsition of accepted American architectural 7
structures of lexican Californin durinz thz per
and rise to statehood. It's unique 1nutuxn is
of the two modes, where in- g:ncral fmerican bui
altogetier for the more familiar r athrx‘1¢ of v
plicity, craftsmanzhip and strie of the structu L
legal profession of it's ovner but the freatier nmatiis
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Law/Politica/Government: Josiah Merritt was 2 native
New Yor«. He vas educated in his native state, th:
was admitted to the bar in New York City where he
several years. In 1845 he moved to 1111n0~° where
fession for a few years, ccming to Californ in 12ia,
in Monterey in January of 1830 and tock an active »nard
Monterey County in 1851. Ee was- chosen as the first
Judge serving from 1831 to 1834. Judge Merritt marriad
-davghter of Simeon Castro, Alcalde of Menterey. Josiab znd Juana
five children, two sons and three daughters.

The oldest son, Joseph, was editor of the S2n Jose “srcurv ia 13
in 1884 was on the editorial staff of the qan Jose Daily carald. g
Merritt family continued to be influential in the political affairs of
Monterey County in the second half of the nineteenth certury.
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1 WHALING STATION
2 CASA AMESTI

3 YASQUEZ ADOBE

4 CUSTOM HOUSE

5 MERRITT HQUSE

6 CASA ALYARADO

7 HOUSE OF FOUR WINDS
8 COLTON HALL

9 CASA SANCHEZ

10 STOKES ADOBE

11 CASA SERRANO

12 FIRST THEATRE

13 CASA DE LA TORRE
14 CASA DE OROQ

15 ESTRADA ADOBE

16 CASA JESUS SOTO
17 FIRST FRENCH CONSULATE
18 CASA BORONDA

19 CASA GUITIERREZ
20 PACIFIC HOUSE

21 CASA BUELNA

22
23
24
25
24

27 CAPITULAR HALL

28
29
30
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32
33
34
35
3
37
38
39

40 CASA JOAQUIN SOTO
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FIRST BRICK HOUSE
CASA SOBERANES
ROYAL PRESIDIO CHAPEL
GORDON HOUSE

FIRST FEDERAL COURT

CASA ABREGO

CASA PACHECO
STEVENSON HOUSE
GENERAL FREMONT
HEADQUARTERS

CASA DE CASTRO
COOQOPER-MOLERA ADOBE
SHERMAN HEADQUARTERS
LARKIN HOUSE
UNDERWOOD-BROWN ADOBE
CASA MADARIAGA

CASA BONIFACIO
CARMEL MISSION
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ALVARADO
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