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1. Name of Property
historic name North Cemetery
other names/site number.

2. | nftatinn

Street & number. Cold Street* N/A not for publication
'"The 2003 Assessors' Map of Worttiington lists Cold Street as Cole Street Locally, ttie street is known as Cold Street, and is referred to througfiout the
attached nomination at Cold Street

city or town Worthington N/A  vicinity

state  Massachusetts .code MA county  Hampshire .code_Q15 zip code 01098

3- State/Federal /\genKV Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*S'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Hisjpfic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
CS'meets « does not meet thg»National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally €Dhetxaviitie Hhzally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Fonments.)

\ (“ysignatui”of certifying officlal/Title(gara Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer Date
I r Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property » meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Parl< Servine Certificatinn
I, her”y certify that this property is:
'entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« detennined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



North Cemetery
Name of Property

5. Classifir.atinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
Ji public-local _ district
_ public-State X site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

WA

6. Fiinrtinn nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

FUNFRARY Cemetery

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Hampshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
J Q .building
sites
structures
objects
Ji5_ Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

FUNERARY Cemetery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation

walls

roof _

other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

North Cemetery lies on the north 9de of Cold Street*, a the comer of Cold Strest and
North Road approximately one mile from the hamlet of Worthington Comers. Mature
woodlands of deciduous hardwoods (primarily oaks and maples) sand to the north and
eedt, and woodlands fill the oppogite sde (south) of Cold Street. A lone resdence dtsto
the cemetery's west a the far end of awide pasture. North Cemetery typifies the rura
country buria grounds found throughout many smal New England towns.

While the cemetery covers 35 acres, the Town has developed only 2.5 of thesein the
dhgpeof arectangle - roughly 600 feet long and 185 feet wide. A field sonewadl (Photo
#1) endossesthree sdes (north, south, and eest) creating adear edge between the
cemaery and adjacent woodlands and pasture. Driftsof vincaminor (Periwinkle) and
fem form a soft mat a the beseof the walls. Mature sugar maples, many reaching 30" to
36" in caliper, dand dongdde the gonewall, further reinforcing the edge.

Visitors may enter the cemetery a three points, each marked by a bresk in the sonewall.
Four feet high mortared field gone gate posts flank the two eesternmodt entries, and they
gopear to have been gated a some point in time, likely with iron or wooden hinged
pands Turf and dirt cart paths, eech roughly 10" wide, leed from the entries in straight
linesto the cemetery's northem edge. A peripherd path lines part of the northem edge,
and acentrd path crestes alongitudina spine through the cemetery's core. Because of
the dense woodlands surrounding the cemetery, and the mature sugar maples a its edge,
viewsfi-ominsde the cemaery outward are obscured.  Visitors feel an intense sanse of
intimacy and privacy oncethey are indde the cametery walls.

Gradesthroughout the cemetery roll gently from the older section (Photo #2), & the
eadlem end, to the newer, a the westem end, with the overal changein grade less than
ten feet. The practice of establishing early burialsa alow point and proceeding up a
dope ssams to be apattem inWorthington. In a leest two of its other five cemeteries,
the earliest burias gopear in the lowest goats, with 20" century burids ganding onthe
highest points.

(continued)

*77ie 2003 Assessors Map of Worthington lists Cold Street as Cole Street. The street islocally known asCold Street, andisreferred
to assuch throughout |he nomination.
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Along with itsquiet, secluded setting, and strong walled and tree-ed edge, North
Cemetery has many monuments, markers, and other feetures that reinforceitshistorica
importance and visua gpped. In the extreme southeestem comer lie the remnants of a
vault (Photo #3), used historically for storing caskets during cold months when burial was
not possible. Itsfoundation and walls, still extant, were congdmcted of cut Sone, andtie
into the south and eest cemetery walls. Earth covered itsroof, and awooden door,
atached with iron hinges, secured its entry. Use of the vault ceesad ca 1950, and local
tradition clams a nearby resdent dismantled itswalls and re-used them inanearby house
foundation. Today the ssmcture resemblesacdllar hole, with itswallsstill in tact, but
sapling tree growth invading itsbese. In summer months, the trees obscure the entire
stmcture.

North Cemetery contains many distinctive early markers, many of which may have been
caved by loca artisansusing native done. Most prominent islikely the work of the
Skes family, agroup of carvers working between 1770 and 1820 in Westem
Massachusetts. While family members did not sign any of the sones work typical of the
Skess gopears on the gonesof Nathan Branch (d. 1822), Elizabeth Branch (d. 1827)
Dexter Branch (d. 1822), and three members of the Dutton family - Cynthia (d. 1821),
Joshua (d. 1813), and Jane(d. 1822). Other carvers did sign their work. Includedare H.
Fox from Wes Stockbridge, who crested an um and willow branch motif on the marble
tablet of Emiline Rice (d. 1830), G. W. B. from Pittsfield, Massachusettswho carved the
marble gone of Betsey Ward (d. 1839), J. Dougherty of the Southem Berkshire
Mountains, Massachusetts, who created the broken pedimented marble stone of the
Honorable Mr. Tracy (d. 1807), and acarver known only as resdingin Lesg,
Massachusdtts, creeting the marble marker of Miss Lucy Bisbee (d. 1826). Each of the
aforementioned carvers sgned the noted stones, but little information is known about the
individual carvers breedth of work.

Of the 711 monuments and markers a North Cemetery, 49% are marble and 41% granite.
Other materids include quartz,fiel dstones,bronze, concrete, brownstone, and zinc.
Thirteen of the markers are of ether Godhen Stone or anative schis. Goghen Sione is a
materia native to the Berkshire hilltown of Goshen, bordering Worthington to the north,
and its metamorphic and sedimentary composition makesit very strong while, a the
sametime, essy to chip and carve. The Goshen Stone and schist markers a North
Cemetery gopear in many different forms, with an aray of decorative carvings. Of
particular note are the sarburst pattem on the gone of Amila Branch (d. 1805), the angd

(continued)

f02«-0af<



OMS AptxwINa.
K<S Forni 10-90(>->

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet AN
North Cemeaery
Warthington (Hampshire), MA
Section number 1— Page —2 —

face surroimded by bubbles on the sone of Susannah Drake (d. 1799) (Photo #4), and the
cmde lettering (including abackwards "z" in "Elizabeth™) on the gone of Elizabeth
Benedict (d. 1813). A more contemporary marker, that of the Edwin Buxton family (ca
1909), issimply alarge, flat Goshen Stone dab inscribed with the family name.

While tablet markers dominate North Cametery, severd family plots contain obelisks
surrounded by smple low markers for eech family member. Obdisks of significance in
design includethe Bartlett monument (ca 1880), a marble shaft with Egyptian motif
detailing, and Lyman Randdll (ca. 1860) monument, amarble in the dassicd styletopped
with anum. The mog significant family plot a North Cemetery isthat of the Horace
Cole. A zinc obdisk, ca 1877, marks the plot's center, and family members are
commemorated singly with zinc and concrete fones. A decorative iron fence, dated
1865, surrounds the entire plot, complete with awhite porcdan-handled gate. Horace
Col€'s name gopears on aplague atached to the gate

Complementing the many distinctive markers and monuments isthe collection of
groimdcover plantings flourishing across the cemetery floor. Perennid thyme, wild
strawberry, white clover, sedum, liriope, and hogta, interspersed with cregping phlox,
woolly lichens, and severd turf grasses cregte a patchwork effect, providing amixture of
textures and colorsthroughout. These plants, together with the Sonewalls, aging sugar
maples, cart paths, and locally carved sones contributeto North Cemetery's high degree

of visual goped.
Archasological Desription

While no ancient Native American gtesae located in the cametery or in the generd area
(within one mile), Stesmay be present. Environmenta characterigtics of the cemetery
and surroimding locale represent many locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, distance to
wetlands) that indicate the presence of Native American dtesin thisarea The cemetery
islocated on awell drained, level to moderatdy doping land surface on the southeestem
dope of ParsonsHill. Ward's stream, atributary of the Westfield River drains
outheegterly gpproximately 1,000 feet south of the cemetery. The areaislocated within
the Connecticut River drainage. Given the above information, regiona Native American
sttlement pattems, the relatively smdl sze of the cemetery (approximately 35 acres)
and disturbance resulting from over 711 grave excavations, amoderae potential exists
for locating ancient Native American resourcesin the cemetery.

(continued)
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A high potential exigts for locating significant historic archaeologica resourcesinthe
North Cemetery. Additional documentary research combined with archaeologica survey
and testing may help locate evidence of outbuildings, boundary markers, unmarked
graves, and funerary rdaed artifactsin the cemetery. Any surviving archaeologica
resources in the cemetery may be especidly important snce no written records presently
survive that document the early founding and evolution of the cemetery. Stmctural
evidence of outbuildings may exist rdated to the maintenance and fiinctioning of the
cametery. Pogt-holes and other evidence of walls, gates, and fences may dso survive that
marked early boundaries of the cemetery and family buria arees. Open goaoes between
gravesin the canetery are often sad to mark unmarked graves, possibly the result of lost
markers or intentionally unmarked burials. Marked and unmarked graves may contain
dratigraphic evidence of grave shafts, coffins, human remains, and otherftmeraryrelated
artifacts. Gravestones and artifacts may dso be randomly scattered below surface in the
cemetery and rlated with specific activities such as memorids.

(end)
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Name of Property

«. Statement nf SignificanrB

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

JE A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.

_ C a birthplace or grave.

Ji D a cemetery.

_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_F acommemorative property.

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Blhlingraphiral Referenres

Hampshire County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instnjctions)

-M
Social History
Landscape Architecture

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance
1795-1954

Significant Dates
1795

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

_NZA
Cultural Affiliation
_N/A

Architect/Builder

H. Fox. "G.B.W." J. Dougherty (carvers)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used In preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
JL Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Worthington Assessor's office
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8. NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

North Cemetery, Cold Street, Worthington, MA, possesses integrity of location, design,
setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association and meets National Register
CriteriaA and C a the local level. Stuated a the edge of mature woodlands neer the
hamlet of Worthington Comers, North Cemetery was established before 1795, within
thirty yearsof the settlement of the tovm. The oldest burials occurred in the eesem and
lowest section of the cemeatery where many sones dateto the period between 1790 and
1830. Gradudly, the cemetery grew westward, and today, new burias gopeer in the
wesemmost and highest section. North Cemetery isthe largest of Worthington'ssix
cameleries, covering 35 acres.

While the exact dateof its establishment is unknown, North Cemetery holds the graves of
many town fathers and thelr descendents. Theseinclude James Bemiss (d. 1816), one of
the foimding members of the First Congregationa Church of Worthington, Zephaniah
Hatch (d. 1807), amagjor financial contributor to the Revolutionary War, and Colonel
Trowbridge Ward (d. 1824), arepresentative to the Statel's Generd Court in 1820 and
1821. Other town founders include Nathan Branch (d. 1822) AsaBurton (d. 1816), and
Captain John Dmry (d. 1820). North Cemetery a0 holds severd of the town'searly
mill owners, including Aaron Stevens(b. 1786) and his son, Lafayette (1824-1895), saw
mill, grist mill, and later metds manufacturers, and dore kegper and postmaster Horace
Cole(d. 1877). Sixty-two war veteransrest & North Cemetery, three of whom fought in
the American Revolution.

North Cemetery meats Criterion C through severd landscape features and many locally-
caved grave markers. Field gonewalls endosethe entire cametery on three sdes and
dleesof 30" to 36" cdiper Sugar Mapleslinethe walls. The Maples limbsdretchinto
the Cemetery, creating adramatic edge Mortared field Sone gatgposts mark two of the
three entries, and turf and dirt cart pathslead from the entries into the cemetery. Turf,
pimctuated with periwinkle, perennid thyme, cregping phlox, lamb's ears, and sedum,
covers the cemetery floor, creating acolorfiil patchwork effect.

Many of North Cemetery's markers reflect materids of the local environment and the
artistry of local craftsmen. Marble and schist, foimd in the Berkshire region, account for

(continued)
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roughly half of al monuments and markers. Severd of these sonesdisplay the work of
aeacavers, including H. Fox of Wes Stockbridge, initials G. B. W. of Pittsfield, and J.
Dougherty of the southem Berkshires. Goshen Stone, amaterid native to the
neighboring town of Goshen, marks severd North Cemeatery graves. Another feature
contributing to Criterion C isthe Horace Cole plot, marked by acentra zinc obelisk and
cad iron perimeter fence.

North Cemetery retains the integrity of an 18" century mral burial ground, carved out of
native woodlands and defined, like an agriculturd field, by field onewalsand Sugar
Mapletrees Despite the addition of burials as late as 2001, the historic character
remans, making it ahighly significant historic landscape.

A Brief Higtory of Worthington

Establishment and Early History (1700s)

The land that comprises the Town of Worthington today was purchasad on June 2, 1762
fi-om the Province of MassachusettsBay. It was sold a aucfion as 'Plantation Number 3
dong with severd other land tracts in the area. Aaron Willard J. of Lancagter medethe
purchasefor himself and four other buyers Sdah Bamard, Josah Dwight, Timothy
Dwight, and John Worthington, for whom the town was named. These five people were
the original proprietors of Plantation Number 3, and the earliest settlers purchasaed land
fromthem. The proprietors donated land for the settlement's first meetinghouse, grist
mill, and school, and dsofinancedthe congmction of the meegtinghouse and grist mill.

Many of Worthington's first settlers came to the areafrom Preston, Connecticut. They
began to arrive and establish homesteads by the late spring of 1764. Other early settlers
camefrom centra and eesten Massachusetts, drawn to the areabecause of its large tracts
of land for agriculture and sreamsfor the powering of grist and lumber mills.

The Town of Worthington was officially incorporated on June 30th, 1768. Following
Incorporation, resdents began to establish important community amenities including the
meefinghouse (1760s), two tavems (1760s), achurch (1771), and aschool (1773). By
1776 the town's population had reached gpproximately 639.

The first meetinghouse was constmcted near the intersection of today's Sam Hill Road
and Wes Street. By al accountsit was a somewhat primitive and uncomfortable
building which was congmcted over aperiod of many years. The town's First

(continued)
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Congregationa Church, organized in 1771, gopears to have usad the meetinghouse for its
sarvices aswell. The townspeople may have established a cemetery behind thisstmcture
in 1771, the same year they hired Reverend Jonathan Huntington, the town's first
minister. In the early 1790s the meetinghouse was dismantled, redesgned and rebuilt
neer the intersection of Harvey and Himtington Roads, responding to an eestward shift in
the town's population.

During the Revolutionary War, Worthington provided troops and supplies whenever
requesswere made. Captain Ebenezer Webber of Worthington led 71 Minute Men from
Worthington and Ashfield to the Boston areain 1775. According to Rice (1874), a least
42 Worthington soldiers participated in the Revolutionary War.

Growth of the Town (late 1700s and 1800s)

Worthington's early settlers engaged primarily in agriculture, producing flax, com, hay,
whedt, tobacco, rye, butter, cheese, barley, potatoes, oats, maple molasses, maple sugar,
buckwheset, peas, beans, beeswax, and honey. Many Worthington resdents raised sheep
and exported the wool, but lower prices from aboroad during the 1800s led to the decline
of shegpfarmingin thetown.

The Westfield River and the numerous sreamsin Worthington provided power for many
different mills and factories. Beginning in the 1700s and throughout the 1800s a wide
variety of goodswere produced in Worthington, including lumber and wood ftimiture,
dedsand children'stoys, tool handles, lesther saddles, hamesses baskets, shoes, cider,
and chee=

During thisperiod the settlers of the town established severd smadl villages or hamlets,
many of which had their own municipal amenitiesincluding post offices, schoolsand
cameteries These hamlets included: West Worthington, Christian Hollow or
Sampsonville, Worthington Comers, Worthington Center, Ringville, the Kinne/Peese
District, and South Worthington. Worthington Comers historically was a crossoads,
containing amenities such as gores, tavems, apost office, and the North Cemetery.
During the 1800s a cheesefactory and basket shop ds0 operated in this part of town.

In 1797 the Albany-Boston Tumpike was constmcted through Worthington, resulting in a
congant flow of people, traffic and news through the town. During this period there were

(continued)
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five tavemsin Worthington, accommodeting the public and private Sagecoaches using
the Tumpike. The advent of the railroad in 1841, which did not mn through
Worthington, greatly reduced the traffic dong the Tumpike and substantialy dtered the
character of the Town. According to historian and author Clifton Johnson, "Worthington
became an inland town", and "the dores and tavems dong the line of the old road

disgppeared.”

Approximately 24 Worthington soldiers served in the War of 1812, including William
Ward and William Rice as commissoned officers. Between 62 and 102 men served in
the Civil War, and 21 were killed or died during service.

In 1825, the first meetinghouse, which had been moved from itsoriginal locationin the
early 1790s, was abandoned and anew building constmcted on the Ste of today's
Congregationd Church. During the 1800stwo other churcheswere established in
Worthington, both of Methodist Episcopa denomination. One was in South Worthington
and was edablished in 1828, and the other was in West Worthington and was established
in 1849,

In 1810, the town's population reeched ahigh point of 1,391. However, after the railroad
gopeared in 1841 dong the Westfield River severd miles to the south, Worthington's
population declined. By 1900 only 675 resded in Worthington.

Worthington in the 20™ Century

During the early 1900s dairy farming became an important part of the local economy, but
smilar to shegp farming during the 1800s it had declined by mid-century. Similar to
most communities across the State, agriculture as a source of employment hes declined
steadily in' Worthington over the past century. The mills and factories of the 1800s have
aso closed, no longer providing local employment. The hamlet of Ringville, for
example, once supported the Ring and Hayden Mills as well as its own school, post office
and dores. By the late 1900sit condgted of asmall number of homesand the Ringville
Cemetery. Today many Worthington residents commute to neighboring towns and cities
for employment and shopping.

Twenty-six Worthington men served in World War | and 52 sarved in World War 11,
Their namesare listed on aboulder within the town common, and include four who lost
their lives: William J. Coffey, Norman C. Eddy, Donad W. Moallison, and Russl B.
Shaw.

(continued)
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In 1950 local citizens established the Worthington Health Center to replace the coimtry
doctor who retired in that year. A private enterprise, the Health Center receives fiinding
from armud dues paid by members and from donations, as well as fees charged to
patients. Itisaunique sysem that sarvescitizens from the town of Worthington as well
& many surrounding towns.

Because of its position a the foothillsof the Berkshire Moimtains, Worthington hes
become something of a summer colony, with many people maintaining ssesond
resdence. After reaching alow of 462 just after World War |1, the town's population hes
been increasing with each passng decade By 1990, 1,200 people resided in
Worthington, operating local bugnesses, owning home-basad enterprises, and commuting
tojobs in nearby Northampton and Amherst. The population remains dable to thisday.

North Cemetery

Unfortunately little docimientation survives regarding the establishment and evolution of
North Cemetery. However, becauseits oldest gonesdate from the mid 1790s itislikely
that the cemetery was established around thistimeperiod. North Cemetery was
expanded in the early 1990s, when the town purchased atract of land bordering the
cemetery dong itsnorthem edge. Thisareahas not yet been developed for burial and
remains wooded.

Worthington's Vital Records, loca histories, and dte visitsindicate that this cemetery
contains the gravedites of severd citizens who shaped the growth and development of the
town over the pagt two himdred years. At leest six of the origina inhabitants who settled
the town and their families (as listed by James C. Rice in"History of the Town of
Worthington From ItsFirst Settlement to 1874") are buried in North Cemetery. These
families were headed by: James Bemiss (d. 1799), Nathan Branch (d. 1822), AsaBurton
(d. 1816), Captain John Drury (d. 1820), and Zephaniah Hatch (d. 1807). JanesBeamiss
was d 0 one of the founding members of the First Congregationa Church of
Worthington. Zephaniah Hatch, awedthy man, loaned thefl edglingcolonid
govemment large sumsof money, helping tofi nancethe Revolutionary War. Historical
accounts suggest that he was never repaid properly, and susained enormous financial
lossesas areault of hispatriotism. Other important leeders buried a North Cemetery
include Colone Trowbridge Ward (d. 1824), aveteran who sarved as thetown's
representative to the States Generd Court in 1820 and 1821, and Deacon Azariah
Parsons, one of Worthington's first settlers and church leeders

(continued)
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Throughout the 1800smills and factories gorang up throughout Worthington. One of the
most successfijl bugness people to shgpe the town during this period was the colorfia
Horace Cole. Bomin 1799 in Chesterfield, he walked to New Y ork City to find work
after the death of hisfather when he wasjust 16 yearsold. A few yearslater he settled in
Worthington and became a sorekeeper, then expanded into shoe and boot manufacturing,
and in 1874 congtmcted the dheesefactory a Worthington Comers. Cole dso sarved as
the town's postmeager and a sdectman for severd years and was instrumentd in
egtablishing the First Methodist Church of Worthington. His son and grandson and their
familiesaso lived in Worthington and took over the family busnessas well as the role of
posmedter. Horace Cole died in 1877; he and severa descendants, afamily of great

local significance, are buried in North Cemetery.

Sevad other Worthington entrepreneurs of the 1800s are buried in North Cemetery.
Thesxe include Gordyce and Fordyce Bates, brothers who owned an operated amill that
manufactured wooden shovel handlesand fumiture. Severa membersof the Stevens
family are buried & North Cametery, including brothers Aaron and Lafayette. This
family initially operated grist millsin the early 1800s, and shortly thereafter expanded
first into saw mills and then into the manufacturing of embroidery hoops, drum and banjo
hoops, drums sticks, boxes, and mousetrap boards  The Stevensfamily successftilly
operated mills inWorthington throughout the 19*" century.

Many membersof the Rice family are buried in North Cametery. William A. Rice was
the first member of thisfamily to settle in Worthington. He was bom in Conway in 1778
and moved to Worthington in 1803. 1n 1806 he married Wedthy CottreH, who was
William Cullen Bryant's teecher in the neighboring Tovm of Cummington. Following
William A. Rice's sarvice as aColond in the War of 1812, he, with hiswife, raised
twelve children, including James Clay Rice, who wrote and published the first book
about the history of Worthington. James aso served in the Civil War, and was gppointed
Brigadier Generd by Presdent Lincoln. James died during the battle & Spotsylvania
While he was buried with military honors in Albany, New Y ork, his parents William and
Wedthy Rice and severd of their other descendantsare buried in North Cemetery.

The story of Gumey Skelton provides one final anecdote. Local tradition clams Skelton
was bom around 1910, ddlivered prematurely by amidwife, Alice LaCat Gumey. Se
placed the tiny infant ina South Worthington-made Higgins basket and rested him onan
oven door. The baby was not expected to live, but as weeks passed, grew stronger.
Redlizing the baby would indeed survive, his parents neaded to name him, and looked to

(continued)
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the midwife for inspiration. Alice ssemed ingppropriate for aboy, 0 they named him
Gumey. He matured into alarge, strong man, serving as amechanic inWorld War 1.

When he died in the 1990s Gumey joined the woman who had given him life. His ashes

were scattered dongsde Alice LaCat Gumey's grave in North Cemetery.

Although very little historical documentation survives to suggest how North Cemetery
initially was established or how it evolved over time, this cemgtery is of importance
locally because of the nimiber of community founders, leeders, entrepreneurs, and local
charactersburied here. Ranging from early settlers and founders of the First
Congregationa Church to industridists of the 1800sto veteransof the 1900s these are
the people who have created the town's history.

Archaeological Significance

Since pattems of ancient Native American settlement in Worthington are poorly
understood, any surviving Stescould be significant. Ancient Stesin this area may
contribute important information relating to pattems of Native American subssence ad
stlement activitiesin the Berkshire uplands of Westem Massachusettsin generd and
specifically dong tributary dreamsof the Westfield River. Ancient Native American
dtesinthis aeamay contain information that indicates the extend to which this areawas
exploited by Mohican groups and their predecessors from the New York locde or by the
Woronoaks and Nonotucks and their forbearers inthe Connecticut River Valeys. The
above information can be used to test the extent that river basan boundaries were
anaogouswith Native socio-palitical boundaries a different points in ancient history and
the Contact Period.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to contribute
important information relating to the evolution of the North Cemetery and detailed
information on the changing social, cultural, and economic characterigtics that typified
many of the inhabitants that lived inamral New England agricultura and mill village
that evolved inthe 18*' and 19*' centuries inariver valey inthe foothills of the Green
Mountains of westem Massachusetts. Stmctura evidence from outbuildings may
contribute information relating to mantenance activities & the cemetery and facilities
asodated withfiineraryactivities such as a hearse bam or mausoleum community.
Ogteologicd gudiesof skdetd remans in marked and unmarked graves may contribute
important information on the generd hedth and pathologies that effected.

(continued)
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Archaeologica testing might aso recover evidence of post-holes, walls, and gateswhich,
when mapped may help reconstmct cametery boundaries and family burial arees
Archaeologica evidence of unmarked graves may help reconstmct buria pattems within
the cemetery and the treatment of decessad paupears and other indigent personsby the
town and local inhabitantsin the town from the period of initial settlement and later.
This information may reflect differences in hedth and medical trestment bassd on socid,
cultural or economic groupings. Artifactsrecovered from graves and their generd
proximity may aso contribute information relating to the socid, cultural, and economic
characterigtics of individuals and groups. Fragments and complete gravestones may
contain stylistic traits that represent particular religious, ethnic, or other socid groupings.
Other characteridtics of gravestones may indicate the economic dassof individuals.
Artifactsrdated to memoria services or grave offerings can dso contribute much of the
above information. Taken as awhole, the above information can contribute awedth of
information on the evolution and inhabitants of the North Cemetery and Town of
Worthington. Information obtained through archaeologica reseerch may dso hep fill
the documentary void that exists relating to when the cemetery was founded and its early
evolution.

(end)
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(end)

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description

Town of Worthington Assessor's Map #406, Lot 104
Boundary Justification

The nominated property includes the entire 3.5-acre parcd assambled by the Town of
Worthington that is historically assodated with North Cemetery.
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photogrgpher: Martha Lyon, Paysage
Date: July 2001

#1: Theinterior of North Cemetery taken from the southem edge dong Cold Street,
looking northeest across the oldest section.

#2. Theinterior of North Cemetery taken from the northem edge looking southeest
acrossthe oldest section.

#3. The gonefoundation of the town vault, located a the Cemetery's southeest
comea and abandonad c. 1950. Phatograph taken from the Ceméaery interior
looking south.

#4. The schigt marker of SussnnaDrake, d. 1799. Photograph taken looking eedt.
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NORTH CEMETERY
WORTHINGTON, HAMPSHIRE COUNTY, MASSACHUSETTS

DATA SHEET*

Number

1

10

11

12

13

14

15

Historic Name
Tomb
Perimeter Wall
Sugar Maple Allee
Circulation System
Nathan Branch
Elizabeth Branch
Dexter Branch
Cynthia Dutton
Joshua Dutton
Jane Dutton
Emiline Rice
Betsey Ward
The Honorable Tracy
Miss Lucy Bisbee

Nathaniel Lathrop

Type

Tomb

Landscape Feature

Landscape Feature

Cart Path

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Headstone

Material

Field Stone

Field Stone

Plant

Turf/Dirt

Schist

Schist

Schist

Schist

Schist

Schist

Marble

Marble

Marble

Marble

Slate

*Data Sheet provides a representative sampling of features at North Cemetery.
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Resource
Building
Structure
Objects
Structure
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

Date
Unlcnown,
Abandoned
Unknown
Unknown

Unknown

1822

1795

Status

C

C
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Number Historic Name
16 Amila Branch
17 Susannah Drake
18 Anna Randall
19 Celancey Benedict
2 Elizabeth Benedict
2 Buxton
2 Bartlett
23 Horace Cole
24 Cole Plot Fence
25 Lyman Randall
26 Zephaniah Hatch
27 Col. Trowbridge Ward
28 Asa Burton
29 Jonathan Drury
D Drury
3l Azariah Parsons
2 Stevens
3 Col. William Rice

Type
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone

Flat Plot Marker
Monument
Monument

Plot Fencing
Monument
Monument
Headstone
Headstone
Headstone
Monument
Headstone
Monument

Headstone

Material
Goshen Stone
Schist
Goshen Stone
Goshen Stone
Goshen Stone
Goshen Stone
Marble
Zinc
Iron
Marble
Marble
Marble
Marble
Marble
Marble
Marble
Granite

Marble
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Resource
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object
Object

Object

Date

1805

1799

1808

1804

1813

1909

c. 1880

1877

1865

c. 1860

1807

1824

1833

1820

c. 1870

1846

c. 1890

1863

Status

C

C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C
C



NORTH CEMETERY
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DATA SHEET

Number Historic Name Type Material Resource Date Status
34 Asa Cottrell Headstone Marble Object 1833 C
35 Center Cemetery Cemetery Site 1795 C
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