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Name of Property

White County, IN
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
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apply)

□ private
[X] public-local
□ public-state
□ public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

13

□□□□
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district
site
structure
object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
2

Noncontributing
2 buildings

1 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
3 2 Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions)

HEALTH CARE: sanitarium

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions)

VACANT/NOT IN USE

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Richardsonian Romanesque

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

roof
other

STONE: Granite
BRICK
CONCRETE 
WOOD: Weatherboard 
SYNTHETICS: Vinyl
SYNTHETICS: Fiberglass

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more sheets.)
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Section 7 NARRA TIVE DESCRIPTION

The White County Asylum, more recently known as Lakeview Home, sets on a large tract of land 
stretching between Norway Road, north of the City of Monticello, north to Lake Shafer. The land is 
largely flat except for a gradual slope at the north end of the property behind the main bxulding and 
more severe slopes, or banks, near the lake edge and along two drainage inlets or “gulHes” from the 
lake extending south along the east and west boundaries of the property. This area nearer the lake is 
sparsely wooded and the remaining property is lawn. The land to the east is residential subdivision 
and to the west is agricultural tilled ground and further west is the headquarters of the coimty 
highway department. Land to the south is used for a golf course.

The main building sets well off the road and is accessed by a long, paved drive on axis with the 
center of the building. The drive is lined with large shade trees planted about the time the building 
was constructed. A second row of shade trees roughly twenty years old were planted in a row to the 
outside of the mature trees. Additional buildings are to the rear of the main building and include a 
garage, small utility building and a bam. These are accessed by a drive that continues from the front 
around back and circles the building. A smaller garage was once located on the east side of the main 
building, to the outside of the drive; its concrete foundation still exists. It appears to have been 
approximately 20’ square. Other buildings once part of the farming operation are no longer existing, 
but were in the same vicinity as the bam.

There are three contributing resources and two non-contributing resources to the property. The 
main building and barn, either constmcted in (or about) 1908 and the site are considered 
contributing. The garage and utility building, both constmcted about 1965, are considered non­
contributing. The buildings and site are all in good condition with the exception of the bam, which 
is in fair condition. The buildings have recendy been vacated, although the bam is still used for 
storage by the county highway department.

Lakeview Site. Contributing. 1908. See photograph 0007

While there are not many existing features, or stmctures, on the site, a few vistas and features 
warrant the site to be listed separately as a contributing resource. The site has an impressive tree- 
lined drive that extends froth Norway Road to the building. The shade canopy of the drive frames 
the long view of the main building in the distance. This feature shows deliberate site planning for 
the resulting viewing aesthetic. There are nine total trees with five on the west side of the drive and 
four on the east side. There appear to be some locations where trees are missing from
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The White County Asylum, more recently known as Lakeview Home, sets on a large tract of land 
stretching between Norway Road, north of the City of Monticello, north to Lake Shafer. The land is 
largely flat except for a gradual slope at the north end of the property behind the main building and 
more severe slopes, or banks, near the lake edge and along two drainage inlets or "gullies" from the 
lake extending south along the east and west boundaries of the property. This area nearer the lake is 
sparsely wooded and the remaining property is lawn. The land to the east is residential subdivision 
and to the west is agricultural tilled ground and further west is the headquarters of the county 
highway department. Land ·to the south is used for a golf course. 

The main building sets well off the road and is accessed by a long, paved drive on axis with the 
center of the building. The drive is lined with large shade trees planted about the time the building 
was constructed. A second row of shade trees roughly twenty years old were planted in a row to the 
outside of the mature trees. Additional buildings are to the rear of the main building and include a 
garage, small utility building and a barn. These are accessed by a drive that continues from the front 
around back and circles the building. A smaller garage was once located on the east side of the main 
building, to the outside of the drive; its concrete foundation still exists. It appears to have been 
approximately 20' square. Other buildings once part of the farming operation are no longer existing, 
but were in the same vicinity as the barn. 

There are three contributing resources and two non-contributing resources to the property. The 
main building and barn, either constructed in (or about) 1908 and the site are considered 
contributing. The garage and utility building, both constructed about 1965, are considered non­
contributing. The buildings and site are all in good condition with the exception of the barn, which 
is in fair condition. The buildings ~ave recently been vacated, although the barn is still used for 
storage by the county highway department. •• : • 

Lakeview Site, Contributing. 1908. See photograph 0007 

While there are not many existing features, or structures, on the site, a few vistas and features 
warrant the site to be listed separately as a contributing resource. The site has an impressive tree­
lined drive that extends from Norway Road to the building. The shade canopy of the drive frames 
the long view of the main building in the distance. This feature shows deliberate site planning for 
the resulting viewing aesthetic. There are nine total trees with five on the west side of the drive and 
four on the east side. There appear to be some locations where trees are missing from 
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the original planting plan. The trees are in varying stages of health and are a variety of hardwoods. 
Rows of trees were planted to the outside of the original rows about twenty years ago to take the 
place of the aging trees. The wide single lane drive is asphalt paved and continues encircling the 
building with areas for parking in locations around the building. A few other mature trees are 
located to the outside of the drive around the building and newer landscaping is installed near the 
base of the building. A tall metal flagpole that is painted white was installed in 1941. It is located on 
the lawn to the southeast of the center/front of the building to the inside of the drive. The remnants 
of a gravel drive installed by the county in 1950 exist from the home to the lakeshore.

Vistas from Norway Road across the mown fields to each side of the entry drive provide an 
impressive foregroimd to the building, as does views from the rear of the property near the 
lakeshore through the mature trees. This openness provides some visual reminder of the property’s 
estate qualities and former agricultural purposes.

White County Asylum. Contributing. 1908. Samuel Young, architect. Richardsonian Romanesque. 

Exterior {s&t. photographs 0001-0006)

The large brick building has a central administrative core and residential wings to each side, and a 
rear wing with more utihtarian functions off the back. The building’s front (south) fa9ade and the 
east and west facades of the residential wings are symmetrical. The building is a total of four levels 
that include a basement level with window openings at grade, the first and second levels, and an attic 
level with window openings below a high-pitched hipped roof. A cornerstone, dated 1907, is located 
in the southeast corner of the core’s front fa9ade and includes the names of the White County 
commissioners, council, auditor and building architect and contractor.

The architect of the building was Samuel A. Young of Monticello. Young modified plans made 
available to him by the Indiana State Board of Charities. The origin of the plans appears to be from 
the Adams County Home in Decatur, Indiana. The building style is loosely Richardsonian 
Romanesque, but has Free-Classic traits in the design of its porches. The building is primarily 
constructed with reddish-orange brick with limestone and buff-colored brick trim. It has molded 
rock-face concrete block for porch bases and piers with simple Doric columns supporting flat porch 
roofs. The porch roofs have a low balustrade with posts and pickets constructed of tin or tin- 
wrapped wood. A stone water table extends around the entire building, just above the basement 
window openings. Window openings have stone sills and lintels; sills are smooth-faced while 
window lintels are rock-faced. Window openings have 1/1 replacement units and are nearly all a
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the original planting plan. The trees are in varying stages of health and are a variety of hardwoods. 
Rows of trees were planted to the outside of the original rows about twenty years ago to take the 
place of the aging trees. The wide single lane drive is asphalt paved and continues encircling the 
building with areas for parking in locations around the building. A few other mature trees are 
located to the outside of the drive around the building and newer landscaping is installed near the 
base of the building. A tall metal flagpole that is painted white was installed in 1941. It is located on 
the lawn to the southeast of the center/ front of the building to the inside of the drive. The remnants 
of a gravel drive installed by the county in 1950 exist from the home to the lakeshore. 

Vistas from Norway Road across the mown fields to each side of the entry drive provide an 
impressive foreground to the building, as does views from the rear of the property near the 
lakeshore through the mature trees. This openness provides some visual reminder of the property's 
estate qualities and former agricultural purposes. 

White County Asylum, Contributing. 1908. Samuel Young, architect. Richardsonian Romanesque. 

Exterior (see photographs 0001 -0006) 

The large brick building has a central administrative core and residential wings to each side, and a 
rear wing with more utilitanan functions off the back. The building's front (south) fac;ade and the 
east and west facades of the residential wings are symmetrical. The building is a total of four levels 
that include a basement level with window openings at grade, the first and second levels, and an attic 
level with window openings below a high-pitched hipped roof. A cornerstone, dated 1907, is located 
in the southeast corner of the core's front fac;ade and includes the names of the White County 
commissioners, council, auditor and building architect and contractor. 

The architect of the building was Samuel A. Young of Monticello. Young modified plans made 
available to him by the Indiana State Board of Charities. The origin of the plans appears to be from 

. the Adams County Home in Decatur, Indiana. The building style is loosely Richardsonian 
Romanesque, but has Free-Classic traits in the design of its porches. The building is primarily 
constructed with reddish-orange brick with limestone and buff-colored brick trim. It has molded 
rock-face concrete block for porch bases and piers with simple Doric columns supporting flat porch 
roofs. The porch roofs have a low balustrade with posts and pickets constructed of tin or tin­
wrapped wood. A stone water table extends around the entire building, just above the basement 
window openings. Window openings have stone sills and lintels; sills are smooth-faced while 
window lintels are rock-faced. Window openings have 1/1 replacement units and are nearly all a 
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uniform size. A belt course of buff colored brick is continuous around the perimeter of the building 
three brick courses below the eaves. The building’s hipped roof is covered in asphalt shingles and 
has aluminum soffit, fascia and gutters. The roof splays out shghdy near its eaves.

The front fa9ade is symmetrically arranged and divided into three parts: the center core and a wing 
on each side. The core extends furthest forward, with the front fa9ades of the residential wings also 
stepping forward, but set back shghdy from the core. The core fa9ade is shghdy wider than the 
wings’ front fa9ades, but is similarly detailed. The core has an open front porch, a single story in 
height, extending across most of its face. The porch has four block piers with Doric columns with 
the inside two set shghdy further apart from the outside piers to accommodate a center set of 
concrete entry steps. The porch floor is concrete and its ceiling is aluminum soffit. Between the 
porch piers are metal raihngs that date to about 1970. The porch roof is essentiaUy flat and is 
supported by a continuous beam wrapped in aluminum, supported by the columns below. The 
porch roof has a simple decorative low railing around its perimeter with square balusters divided 
into three sections by taUer posts with raised molding panels on their faces, and decorative caps.

The core’s front fa9ade has a wide center entry opening with an aluminum and glass entry door and 
narrow side-htes and transom window. Plywood infill is located between the side-htes and transom 
and the edge of the brick opening and stone lintel. A single, shghdy wider than typical window is 
located in the remaining halves of the core’s front fa9ade, between the entry and the outside comers. 
These are located under the cover of the porch roof Direcdy above these windows are located 
matching windows on the second floor and a pair of shghdy narrower windows in the same opening 
in the center. A wide steeply pitched gabled waU dormer is located in the center of the core’s front 
fa9ade and is flanked by brick bartizans with corbelled bases and tops; the tops being buff colored 
brick. The gabled waU dormer is parapeted with a band of buff colored corbelled brick. A buff 
colored brick pinnacle is at the top of the dormer wall. Centered in the dormer waU is a Palladian 
window configuration with narrow outside windows and a wider center arched window separated by 
brick pilasters. The grouping of windows is set on a continuous stone sill with rough-cut stone 
voussoirs forming an arch over the arched topped center window. A tall, narrow keystone is located 
in the center of the stone arch. Three chimneys are located in the core’s hipped roof One extends 
from the west side of the roof near the front of the building and two extend from near the junction 
of the cote with the wings, one being wider than the others. These have buff colored brick belt 
courses about midway and stone caps.

The residential wings are mirrored in their design. The forward, front fa9ade of the wings have four 
small 1/1 windows below the water table in the building’s base with the inside two being separated 
by narrow brick pilasters. Aligned with the basement level windows are windows on the first and
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uniform size. A belt course of buff colored brick is continuous around the perimeter of the building 
three brick courses below the eaves. The building's hipped roof is covered in asphalt shingles and 
has aluminum soffit, fascia and gutters. The roof splays out slightly near its eaves. 

The front fas;ade is symmetrically arranged and divided into three parts: the center core and a wing 
on each side. The core extends furthest forward, with the front fas;ades of the residential wings also 
stepping forward, but set back slightly from the core. The core fas;ade is slightly wider than the 
wings' front fas;ades, but is similarly detailed. The core has an open front porch, a single story in 
height, extending across most of its face. The porch has four block piers with Doric columns with 
the inside two set slightly further apart from the outside piers to accommodate a center set of 
concrete entry steps. The porch floor is concrete and its ceiling is aluminum soffit. Between the 
porch piers are metal railings that date to about 1970. The porch roof is essentially flat and is 
supported by a continuous beam wrapped in aluminum, supported by the columns below. The 
porch roof has a simple decorative low railing around its perimeter with square balusters divided 
into three sections by taller posts with raised molding panels on their faces, and decorative caps. 

The core's front fas;ade has a wide center entry opening with an aluminum and glass entry door and 
narrow side-lites and transom window. Plywood infill is located between the side-lites and transom 
and the edge of the brick opening and stone lintel. A single, slightly wider than typical window is 
located in the remaining halves of the core's front fas;ade, between the entry and the outside corners. 
These are located under the· cover of the porch roof. Directly above these windows are located 
matching windows on the second floor and a pair of slightly narrower windows in the same opening 
in the center. A wide steeply pitched gabled wall dormer is located in the center of the core's front 
fas;ade and is flanked by brick bartizans with corbelled bases and tops; the tops being buff colored 
brick. The gabled wall dormer is parapeted with a band of buff colored corbelled brick. A buff 
colored brick pinnacle is at the top of the dormer wall. Centered in the dormer wall is a Palladian 
window configuration with narrow outside windows and a wider center arched window separated by 

•, brick pilasters. The grouping of windows is set on a continuous stone sill with rough-cut stone 
voussoirs forming an arch over the arched topped center window. A tall, narrow keystone is located 
in the center of the stone arch. Three chimneys are located in the core's hipped roof. One extends 
from the west side of the roof near the front of the building and two extend from near the junction 
of the core with the wings, one being wider than the others. These have buff colored brick belt 
courses about midway and stone caps. 

The residential wings are mirrored in their design. The forward, front fas;ade of the wings have four 
small 1/1 windows below the water table in the building's base with the inside two being separated 
by narrow brick pilasters. Aligned with the basement level windows are windows on the first and 
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second levels. The outside windows are the more typical width found on the building while the 
inside two are slighdy narrower and are set together in the same openings. Gabled dormers with 
parapeted tops are centered on the wings’ front facades. These dormers are similarly detailed as the 
cote’s wall dormer but are much smaller with single, small 1/1 windows centered in their faces with 
stone sills and lintels. The buff brick parapet on the west take of the east wing’s dormer is missing. 
A narrow chimney is located on the inside face of the wings’ hipped roofs; they have buff colored 
brick belt courses midway and have stone caps. On the narrow inset walls of the wings, connecting 
the wings to the core, are single windows in each the basement, first and second levels. The west 
wing’s windows ate centered in the inset’s fa9ade. The east wing’s basement and first level windows 
are located in the east half of the inset’s fa9ade to accommodate an entry door and concrete steps in 
its west half. The entry door is a non-historic steel door with window in its upper half and vinyl 
siding coveting the location of a former transom window.

The east and west facades of the residential wings are perfectiy mirrored with porches matching in 
detail the front (core’s) porch except that the piers/columns are equally spaced and concrete entry 
steps are located on the north and south sides rather than centered in their fronts. The decorative 
porch roof railings were removed within the last 10 years. The facades closely resemble the core’s 
front fa9ade including identical gabled wall dormers. However the perceived centers of the facades 
(including entries and wall dormers) are located slighdy north of center to provide larger interior 
spaces to the south side of the residential wings’ central corridors. The entry doors and their 
transoms are aluminum and. glass. South of the entries are located three windows on the main level 
with two beneath the covet of the porch roofs. North of the entries are located two windows on 
the main level with one below the covet of the porch roofs. Second level windows align with the 
first level windows except that the center windows of the three south of the entries do not repeat 
themselves on the second level

The north (rear) fa9ade of the building is less formally organized than its front fa9ade and includes a 
■one-story wing projecting from the center of the core of the building that covets much of the core’s 
north fa9ade. The core’s exposed first level has no window openings; its second level has a single 
window on each side near its outside comers, and a very small square window to the inside of the 
east window. The core’s north fa9ade has a gabled dormer wall matching the core’s front fa9ade, 
except that it has a single window in its center. The north facades of the residential wings step 
forward slighdy and are very similar but are not perfecdy mirrored. The east wing has no basement 
level windows, but three windows on each the first and second levels, aligned vertically. The eastern 
two windows (first and second levels) are typical of the primary window size on the building. The 
middle and west windows of the first level are slighdy shorter than the eastern two. The middle and 
west windows of the second level are slighdy shorter than those direcdy below them on the first
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second levels. The outside windows are the more typical width found on the building while the 
inside two are slightly narrower and are set together in the same openings. Gabled dormers with 
parapeted tops are centered on the wings' front facades. These dormers are similarly detailed as the 
core's wall dormer but are much smiller with single, small 1/1 windows centered in their faces with 
stone sills and lintels. The buff brick parapet on the west rake of the east wing's dormer is missing. 
A narrow chimney is located on the inside face of the wings' hipped roofs; they have buff colored 
brick belt courses midway and have stone caps. On the narrow inset walls of the wings, connecting 
the wings to the core, are single windows in each the basement, first and second levels. The west 
wing's windows are centered in the inset's fal;:ade. The east wing's basement and first level windows 
are located in the east half of the inset's fas;ade to accommodate an entry door and concrete steps in 
its west half. The entry door is a non-historic steel door with window in its upper half and vinyl 
siding covering the location of a former transom window. 

The east and west facades of the residential wings are perfectly mirrored with porches matching in 
detail the front (core's) porch except that the piers/ columns are equally spaced and concrete entry 
steps are located on the north and south sides rather than centered in their fronts. The decorative 
porch roof railings were removed within the last 10 years. The facades closely resemble the core's 
front fas;ade including identical gabled wall dormers. However the perceived centers of the facades 
(including entries and wall dormers) are located slightly north of center to provide larger interior 
spaces to the south side of the residential wings' central corridors. The entry doors and their 
transoms are aluminum and. glass. South of the entries are located three windows on the main level 
with two beneath the cover of the porch roofs. North of the entries are located two windows on 
the main level with one below the cover of the porch roofs. Second level windows align with the 
first level windows except that the center windows of the three south of the entries do not repeat 
themselves on the second level. 

The north (rear) fas;ade of the building is less formally organized than its front fas;ade and includes a 
• -one-story wing projecting from the center of the core of the building that covers much of the core's 

north fas;ade. The core's exposed first level has no window openings; its second level has a single 
window on each side near its outside corners, and a very small square window to the inside of the 
east window. The core's north fas;ade has a gabled dormer wall matching the core's front fas;ade, 
except that it has a single window in its center. The north facades of the residential wings step 
forward slightly and are very similar but are not perfectly mirrored. The east wing has no basement 
level windows, but three windows on each the first and second levels, aligned vertically. The eastern 
two windows (first and second levels) are typical of the primary window size on the building. The 
middle and west windows of the first level are slightly shorter than the eastern two. The middle and 
west windows of the second level are slightly shorter than those directly below them on the first 
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level. A tubular metal fire escape is installed at the base of the second level west window. The west 
wing also has no basement windows, but three windows on each the first and second levels, aligned 
vertically. The western two windows (first and second levels) and the east window of the second 
level are typical of the primary window si2e on the building. The middle and east windows of the 
first level are slighdy shorter than the west window and the center window of the second level is 
slightly shorter than the window directly below it. A mbular metal fire escape is installed at the base 
of the second level west window. The fire escapes were installed on the building in 1950.

The narrow inset areas of the residential wings are mirrored with aluminum and glass entry doors 
and short transoms to the inside (toward the core) and single narrow windows at grade. Typical 
windows are located to the outside of the inset faces at approximately half level (from the stairway 
inside) with basement windows direcdy below them. Pairs of narrower windows set in the same 
openings are located direcdy above the entries again at mid-level due to the stairways on the inside. 
Windows matching those below them, to the outsides of the inset faces, are located on the second 
level.

The rear wing of the building is essentially constmcted in two parts (kitchen & laundry) with an 
enclosed porch connecting them. The porch enclosure appears to date to about 1945. The part 
immediately attached to the cote is the kitchen area. It has a high pitched hipped roof and an 
integral metal guttering system, likely original to the building. A chimney is located in the center of 
the kitchen’s north facade and has a buff-colored brick cap. A narrow roof extension forms a 
dormer from the hipped roof to the face of the chimney and has wood frame windows on each side; 
this appears to date to about the time the porch was enclosed. There is no apparent access to the 
kitchen’s attic area where these windows would provide natural light.

The east fa9ade of the kitchen area has three basement windows and three first level windows align 
vertically. The first level windows are slightly shorter than the typical window found on the 
building. The enclosed porch area connecting the two parts has a single metal entry door with 
multi-paned window accessed by a wood ramp; the remaining wall area of the enclosure has 
aluminum siding infill. The west fa9ade of the kitchen has a brick extension that encloses a stairway 
to the basement with a steel entry door at grade with vinyl covered transom opening and a shorter 
than typical window to the door’s north. The remaining part of the kitchen’s west fa9ade steps back 
and is now behind the enclosed porch. A wide set of concrete steps leads to the enclosed porch. A 
molded concrete block pier and Doric column supports the north comer of the porch roof and 
molded concrete block porch base north of the steps. Between the block pier and the laundry part 
of the rear wing is a staggered, open smooth face concrete block porch wall with stone cap that
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level. A tubular metal fire escape is installed at the base of the second level west window. The west 
wing also has no basement windows, but three windows on each the first and second levels, aligned 
vertically. The western two windows (first and second levels) and the east window of the second 
level are typical of the primary window size on the building. The middle and east windows of the 
first level are slightly shorter than the west window and the center window of the second level is 
slightly shorter than the window directly below it. A tubular metal fire escape is installed at the base 
of the second level west wiridow. The fire escapes were installed on the building in 1950. 

The narrow inset areas of the residential wings are mirrored with aluminum and glass entry doors 
and short transoms to the inside (toward the core) and single narrow windows at grade. Typical 
windows are located to the outside of the inset faces at approximately half level (from the stairway 
inside) with basement windows directly below them. Pairs of narrower windows set in the same 
openings are located directly above the entries again at mid-level due to the stairways on the inside. 
Windows matching those below them, to the outsides of the inset faces, are located on the second 
level. • 

The rear wing of the building is essentially constructed in two parts (kitchen & laundry) with an 
enclosed porch connecting them. The porch enclosure appears to date to about 1945. The part 
immediately attached to the core is the kitchen area. It has a high pitched hipped roof and an 
integral metal guttering system, likely original to the building. A chimney is located in the center of 
the kitchen's north fac;:ade and has a buff-colored brick cap. A narrow roof extension forms a 
dormer from the hipped roof to the face of the chimney and has wood frame windows on each side; 
this appears to date to about the time the porch was enclosed. There is no apparent access to the 
kitchen's attic area where these windows would provide natural light. 

The east fac;:ade of the kitchen area has three basement windows and three first level windows align 
vertically. The first level windows are slightly shorter than the typical window found on the 
building. The enclosed porch area connecting the two parts has a single metal entry door with 
multi-paned window accessed by a wood ramp; the remaining wall area of the enclosure has 
aluminum siding infill. The west fac;:ade of the kitchen has a brick extension that encloses a stairway 
to the basement with a steel entry door at grade with vinyl covered transom opening and a shorter 
than typical window to the door's north. The remaining part of the kitchen's west fac;:ade steps back 
and is now behind the enclosed porch. A wide set of concrete steps leads to the enclosed porch. A 
molded concrete block pier and Doric column supports the north corner of the porch roof and 
molded concrete block porch base north of the steps. Between the block pier and the laundry part 
of the rear wing is a staggered, open smooth face concrete block porch wall with stone cap that 
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is the original design of the other porches on the building. A metal entry door with multi-paned 
window and a metal storm door are accessed by the concrete steps in a frame wall set in from the 
porch pier. To the north of the door ate six narrow 1/1 windows used to enclose the porch area. 
Above the windows and door is framing completing the enclosure with vinyl siding finish.

The laundry part of the tear wing is a small L plan with equal length legs. It has a low stone 
foundation and hipped roof with integral metal guttering system. A small square brick extension is 
located in the northwest (inside) corner of the L and has a flat roof below the eaves of the main 
hipped roof. The east facade of this part has four equally spaced short windows high on its first 
level. Centered between the outside two windows on each half are basement windows set just below 
the water table. The north fa9ade of this part has a single short window just east of center. The 
west fa9ade has three windows that are slightly shorter than the typical building windows, set near to 
each other and centered on the first level.

Interior (see photographs 0009-0029)

The interior of the building is divided into four basic parts: the core (administrative) area, the east 
and west residential wings, and the service areas in the rear wing. There are four levels that include 
the basement level, first and second floors and the attic level. The attic level is essentially unused; it 
has wood floor decking and exposed roof rafters. A wood staircase leads to the attic from the 
second level and the opening at the attic level has simple wood railings around it with four newel 
posts at each corner. The building has historic radiators for steam heating. Very few historic light 
fixtures remain in the building; most notably are the jelly-jar style lights mounted to the vmdersides 
of newel posts at the grade level vestibules of the residential wings’ stairs. A considerable amount of 
electrical devices are surface mounted to the walls due to brick wall construction.

Basement level walls are primarily brick with field stone to grade at exterior walls with concrete 
floors. Doors are mostly recessed four-panel wood doors; floor joists above are exposed. The 
basement has a large storage area below the core that extends north to the main east/west corridor 
repeated on each floor above. A wood staircase is located in this storage area to the main level. 
Under the residential wings, which are mirrored, the basement has storage and gathering spaces 
under the southern part of the wing (forward projecting area) and small storage rooms below the 
inset areas to the south of the main corridor. The area to the north of the main corridor is mostly 
excavated only as crawl spaces accessed by small wood hatch doors. Brick arches are located in 
these areas supporting the building structure over in-ground cisterns in the northwest and northeast 
comers of the residential wings. Stairways leading to grade, then to the first level, are located at the
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is the original design of the other porches on the building. A metal entry door with multi-paned 
window and a metal storm door are accessed by the concrete steps in a frame wall set in from the 
porch pier. To the north of the door are six narrow 1/1 windows used to enclose the porch area. 
Above the windows and door is framing completing the enclosure with vinyl siding finish. 

The laundry part of the rear wing is a small L plan with equal length legs. It has a low stone 
foundation and hipped roof with integral metal guttering system. A small square brick extension is 
located in the northwest (inside) corner of the Land has a flat roof below the eaves of the main 
hipped roof. The east fac;ade of this part has four equally spaced short windows high on its first 
level. Centered between the outside two windows on each half are basement windows set just below 
the water table. The north fac;ade of this part has a single short window just east of center. The 
west fac;ade has three windows that are slightly shorter than the typical building windows, set near to 
each other and centered on the first level. 

Interior (see photographs 0009-0029) 

The interior of the building is divided into four basic parts: the core (administrative) area, the east 
and west residential wings, and the service areas in the rear wing. There are four levels that include 
the basement leveL first and second floors and the attic level. The attic level is essentially unused; it 
has wood floor decking and exposed roof rafters. A wood staircase leads to the attic from the 
second level and the opening at the attic level has simple wood railings around it with four newel 
posts at each corner. The building has historic radiators for steam heating. Very few historic light 
fixtures remain in the building; most notably are the jelly-jar style lights mounted to the undersides 
of newel posts at the grade level vestibules of the residential wings' stairs. A considerable amount of 
electrical devices are surface mounted to the walls due to brick wall construction. 

Basement level walls are primarily brick with field stone to grade at exterior walls with concrete 
floors. Doors are mostly recessed four-panel wood doors; floor joists above are exposed. The 
basement has a large storage area below the core that extends north to the main east/west corridor 
repeated on each floor above. A wood staircase is located in this storage area to the main level. 
Under the residential wings, which are mirrored, the basement has storage and gathering spaces 
under the southern part of the wing (forward projecting area) and small storage rooms below the 
inset areas to the south of the main corridor. The area to the north of the main corridor is mostly 
excavated only as crawl spaces accessed by small wood hatch doors. Brick arches are located in 
these areas supporting the building structure over in-ground cisterns in the northwest and northeast 
corners of the residential wings. Stairways leading to grade, then to the first level, are located at the 
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intersection of the residential wings and rear of the core on the north side of the main corridor, with 
small storage rooms immediately to the outside of the stairways. The stairways are wood with 
square balusters and decorative newel posts leading from grade to the first level. The rear of the 
core’s basement, north of the corridor, is divided by a north/south wall into two equal ske rooms 
acting as the boiler room (west room) and former coal storage room (east room). The boiler room 
steps down in floor elevation from the corridor and remaining basement areas. The basement below 
the kitchen is accessed through the boiler room and by a set of stairs leading to grade with entry 
door & transom, and to the first level, on its west wall. The stairs are wood with square balusters 
and decorative newel post leading from grade to the first level. The kitchen basement has a large, 
four-mb slate sink on metal legs built into its northeast comer.

The living areas of the building range in finishes. The core area has a combination of non-historic 
paneling and plaster for wall surfaces. The paneling is primarily located in its central hallways on 
both first and second levels. Wood casings around doors and windows are fairly simple, straight 
profile with base blocks (at doors) and narrow comice molding with egg and dart trim and beaded 
base trim for both door and window hoods, although these features are largely missing in the second 
level hallway. Windows have wood stools. Wood baseboards are fairly tall with simple ogee trim at 
their tops. Most doors throughout the building are pine recessed five-panel doors with two-panel 
doors with windows in their upper halves between the main corridor and its intersection with the 
cote. Most wood doors and trim are painted throughout the building. Transom awning windows 
are located over doors between rooms and the main hallway in the core area on both levels, 
although the hallway side of the second level has been covered over. Floor finishes throughout the 
core is mosdy carpeting or vinyl flooring; one upstairs room has its original wood flooring still 
exposed. Ceilings throughout the core are mostly small square acoustic ceiling tiles, particularly in 
the first level, with plaster ceilings remaining in some rooms. Original wood cabinetry exists in the 
kitchen pantry area of the core with recessed paneled doors and original hardware. Most doors have 
original brass hardware.

The residential wings have painted brick walls with wood jambs at doorways. Contrary to standard 
building practice of the time, implastered brick was specified for these areas of the building. 
Doorways leading from hallways to rooms have transom windows. No window or door casings 
exist in the wings; windows have stone stools with a wide rolled outside edge. Floor finishes are 
primarily vinyl flooring except in the lounge areas where carpeting is used. Ceiling finishes are 
mosdy plaster except in the lounge areas where acoustic tile is used. Brick fireplaces are located in 
each of the wings’ lounges, to the inside walls. The fireplaces have corbelled tops flanked by 
pilasters; they have faux-granite painted hearths and mantels. Bathrooms have older plumbing 
fixtures and wood panels dividing individual water closets.
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intersection of the residential wings and rear of the core on the north side of the main corridor, with 
small storage rooms immediately to the outside of the stairways. The stairways are wood with 
square balusters and decorative newel posts leading from grade to the first level. The rear of the 
core's basement, north of the corridor, is divided by a north/ south wall into two equal size rooms 
acting as the boiler room (west room) and former coal storage room (east room). The boiler room 
steps down in floor elevation from the corridor and remaining basement areas. The basement below 
the kitchen is accessed through the boiler room and by a set of stairs leading to grade with entry 
door & transom, and to the first level, on its west wall. The stairs are wood with square balusters 
and decorative newel post leading from grade to the first level. The kitchen basement has a large, 
four-tub slate sink on metal legs built into its northeast corner. 

The living areas of the building range in finishes. The core area has a combination of non-historic 
paneling and plaster for wall surfaces. The paneling is primarily located in its central hallways on 
both first and second levels. Wood casings around doors and windows are fairly simple, straight 
profile with base blocks (at doors) and narrow cornice molding with egg and dart trim and beaded 
base trim for both door and window hoods, although these features are largely missing in the second 
level hallway. Windows have wood stools. Wood baseboards are fairly tall with simple ogee trim at 
their tops. Most doors throughout the building are pine recessed five-panel doors with two-panel 
doors with windows in their upper halves between the main corridor and its intersection with the 
core. Most wood doors and trim are painted throughout the building. Transom awning windows 
are located over doors between rooms and the main hallway in the core area on both levels, 
although the hallway side of the second level has been covered over. Floor finishes throughout the 
core is mostly carpeting or vinyl flooring; one upstairs room has its original wood flooring still 
exposed. Ceilings throughout the core are mostly small square acoustic ceiling tiles, particularly in 
the first level, with plaster ceilings remaining in some rooms. Original wood cabinetry exists in the 
kitchen pantry area of the core with recessed paneled doors and original hardware. Most doors have 
original brass hardware. 

The residential wings have painted brick walls with wood jambs at doorways. Contrary to standard 
building practice of the time, unplastered brick was specified for these areas of the building. 
Doorways leading from hallways to rooms have transom windows. No window or door casings 
exist in the wings; windows have stone stools with a wide rolled outside edge. Floor finishes are 
primarily vinyl flooring except in the lounge areas where carpeting is used. Ceiling finishes are 
mostly plaster except in the lounge areas where acoustic tile is used. Brick fireplaces are located in 
each of the wings' lounges, to the inside walls. The fireplaces have corbelled tops flanked by 
pilasters; they have faux-granite painted hearths and mantels. Bathrooms have older plumbing 
fixtures and wood panels dividing individual water closets. 
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The front part of the first level of the core, also part of the former living space for the 
superintendent, has a wide center hallway leading from the front entry to the main east/west 
corridor. A large room is located on each side of the south half followed by closet spaces on the 
west side and a former kitchen/pantry on the east side. The southwest comer room appears to have 
had an angled fireplace in its northeast comer at one time but has been walled over. North of these 
spaces are large rooms acting as an office (west side) and kitchen (east side); the kitchen has a small 
hall off its northeast corner with exterior access. The core’s second floor open staircase is located 
between the west side of the hallway and office, leading up to the north with the basement stairs 
below. Small storage rooms are located just off the main corridor’s south side within the core area. 
North of the main corridor in the remaining part of the core’s first level, are two large rooms 
divided by a north/south wall; the west room is slighdy narrower than the east room. The east 
room is the dining room with doorway direcdy into the kitchen. The west room is a lounge/coffee 
room also having a doorway into the kitchen.

The front part of the second level of the core, also part of the former superintendent’s living space, 
has a wide hallway aligned with that below. Two rooms are located to each side of the center 
hallway with closets separating the two west side rooms and a bathroom separating the two east side 
rooms. Enclosed attic access stairs are located over the stairway leading from the first to second 
levels. Small storage rooms are located off the south side of the main east/west corridor of the 
building’s second floor. The second level of the core on the north side of the main corridor has a 
large lounge in its west half and a bedroom with large closet and bathroom in its east half

The residential wings’ first level floor plans are mirrored with the exception of a small beauty shop 
of the east wing main corridor versus a bedroom in the same location in the west wing (see plans). 
The main corridor connecting the two wings through the core is shghtly off-centered to the north. 
The southern projecting (forward) parts of the residential wings are divided into two rooms by a 
north/south wall. Large lounge areas are located to the outside comers and narrow bedrooms are 
located to the inside comers. These rooms are accessed from the south side of the main corridor. 
The north side of the main corridor has stairways leading to grade and to the second level at the 
intersection of the core with the wings. Bedrooms are immediately to the outside of the stairways. 
Small hallways extending north connect the main corridor to two additional bedrooms in each 
outside corner of the wings and bathrooms in each inside corner of the wings.

The same basic plan is followed on the second level of the residential wings with the exception of 
small hallways extending south from the main corridor to access three bedrooms over the
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The front part of the first level of the core, also part of the former living space for the 
superintendent, has a wide center hallway leading from the front entry to the main east/west 
corridor. A large room is located on each side of the south half followed by closet spaces on the 
west side and a former kitchen/pantry on the east side. The southwest corner room appears to have 
had an angled fireplace in its northeast corner at one time but has been walled over. North of these 
spaces are large rooms acting as an office (west side) and kitchen (east side); the kitchen has a small 
hall off its northeast corner with exterior access. The core's second floor open staircase is located 
between the west side of the hallway and office, leading up to the north with the basement stairs 
below. Small storage rooms are located just off the main corridor's south side within the core area. 
North of the main corridor in the remaining part of the core's first level, are two large rooms 
divided by a north/ south wall; the west room is slightly narrower than the east room. The east 
room is the dining room with doorway directly into the kitchen. The west room is a lounge/ coffee 
room also having a doorway into the kitchen. 

The front part of the second level of the core, also part of the former superintendent's living space, 
has a wide hallway aligned with that below. Two roQms are located to each side of the center 
hallway with closets separating the two west side rooms and a bathroom separating the two east side 
rooms. Enclosed attic access stairs are located over the stairway leading from the first to second 
levels. Small storage rooms are located off the south side of the main east/west corridor of the 
building's second floor. The second level of the core on the north side of the main corridor has a 
large lounge in its west half and a bedroom with large closet and bathroom in its east half. 

The residential wings' first level floor plans are mirrored with the exception of a small beauty shop 
of the east wing main corridor versus a bedroom in the same location in the west wing (see plans). 
The main corridor connecting the two wings through the core is slightly off-centered to the north. 
The southern projecting (forward) parts of the residential wings are divid.ed into two rooms by a 
north/ south wall. Large lounge areas are located to the outsid~ corners and narrow bedrooms are 
located to the inside corners. These rooms are accessed from the south side of the main corridor. 
The north side of the main corridor has stairways leading to grade and to the second level at the 
intersection of the core with the wings. Bedrooms are immediately to the outside of the stairways. 
Small hallways extending north connect the main corridor to two additional bedrooms in each 
outside corner of the wings and bathrooms in each inside corner of the wings. 

The same basic plan is followed on the second level of the residential wings with the exception of 
small hallways extending south from the main corridor to access three bedrooms over the 
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lounge/bedroom area below. There is also an additional bedroom over the beauty shop.

The rear wing is composed of the kitchen, enclosed porch area and the rear L part divided into two 
main rooms for laundry and former confinement cells. The kitchen is directly north of the 
lounge/coffee room and dining room. The enclosed porch extends around the west and north sides 
of the kitchen. Former window openings from the kitchen to the exterior are located in the brick 
walls that separate the enclosed porch from the kitchen. The L part is directly north of the enclosed 
porch north of the kitchen. It has entrances into the laundry room which occupies the west part of 
the L and to the former confinement area, now storage, which occupies the east part of the L. The 
laundry has a door to a small storage room in its northeast corner. The former confinement area 
has two metal cage style cells with ceU doors in its east half (to the outside wall). The cell 
construction is woven steel bands riveted together.

The kitchen, laundry and confinement areas have painted brick walls. The kitchen and confinement 
area have vinyl tile flooring; the laundry and enclosed porch have painted concrete floors. The 
ceilings in these areas are plastered except for the enclosed porch which has a wood ceiling. 
Doorways leading into the enclosed porch have transom windows. Doors are recessed five-panel 
pine doors in wood jambs.

Bam. Contributing. 1908/c. 1930. See photograph 0008

The building is a simple two bay gabled roof meadow barn, with its long side facing east. It is 
located northwest of the m^ building near the guUey along the west property line. The building 
has a concrete block base five blocks in height, heavy timber frame, and tongue-in-groove vertical 
wood siding. The building has had some modification, primarily to its roof At some time in the 
past 30 years the original roof and gable faces were removed and wood tmsses and a metal roof 
installed over the structure. Metal siding was also installed over the gable faces. The only other 
modification is to the interior loft where the loft was removed over the southern and northern bays 
and the concrete block base has been mosdy removed from the south side. The interior has some 
white-washing evidence from its use as a cattle barn in the past.

Historic openings and their doors all appear to remain intact. The front (east) side of the building 
has two large rolling bay doors on a single track over its south bay, with its north bay opening is 
without doors. A single man door is located between the south bay door and the south comer of 
the building with its top and bottom halves hinged separately like a Dutch door. The north side has
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lounge/bedroom area below. There is also an additional bedroom over the beauty shop. 

The rear wing is composed of the kitchen, enclosed porch area and the rear L part divided into two 
main rooms for laundry and former confinement cells. The kitchen is directly north of the 
lounge/ coffee room and dining room. The enclosed porch extends around the west and north sides 
of the kitchen. Former window openings from the kitchen to the exterior are located in the brick 
walls that separate the enclosed porch from the kitchen. The L part is directly north of the enclosed 
porch north of the kitchen . . It has entrances into the laundry room which occupies the west part of 
the L and to the former confinement area, now storage, which occupies the east part of the L. The 
laundry has a door to a small storage room in its northeast corner. The former confinement area 
has two metal cage style cells with cell doors in its east half (to the outside wall). The cell 
construction is woven steel bands riveted together. 

The kitchen, laundry and confinement areas have painted brick walls. The kitchen and confinement 
area have vinyl tile flooring; the laundry and enclosed porch have painted concrete floors. The 
ceilings in these areas are pl~stered except for the enclosed porch which has a wood ceiling. 
Doorways leading into the enclosed porch have transom windows. Doors are recessed five-panel 
pine doors in wood jambs. 

Barn, Contributing. 1908/ c. 1930. See photograph 0008 

The building is a simple two bay gabled roof meadow barn, with its long side facing east. It is 
located northwest of the m~ building near the gulley along the west property line. The building 
has a concrete block base five blocks in height, heavy timber frame, and tongue-in-groove vertical 
wood siding. The building has had some modification, primarily to its roof. A_t some time in the 
past 30 years the original roof and gable faces were removed and wood trusses··a.nd a metal roof 
installed over the structure. Metal siding was also installed over the gable faces . The only other 
modification is to the interior loft where the loft was removed over the southern and northern bays 
and the concrete block base has been mostly removed from the south side. The interior has some 
white-washing evidence from its use as a cattle barn in the past. 

Historic openings and their doors all appear to remain intact. The front (east) side of the building 
has two large rolling bay doors on a single track over its south bay, with its north bay opening is 
without doors. A single man door is located between the south bay door and the south corner of 
the building with its top and bottom halves hinged separately like a Dutch door. The north side has 
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a Dutch door in its center and a side-hinged loft door above it. Two small window openings are 
located in the west half of this side, but the windows are no longer present. The south side matches 
the north side except that the Dutch door, slighdy west of center has been removed and there are 
two windows to the west of the door opening and three windows to the east of the opening. These 
openings have simple wood casings and four-paned wood windows. The west side of the bam has 
four cattle doors constmcted as Dutch doors, equally spaced across the fa9ade with the outside two 
being near the comers. The southernmost door is missing. Between the middle two doors on this 
side is a small side-hinged opening about 30” above the concrete block base.

With the exception of a few missing doors and windows, and the concrete block base missing on the 
south side, the barn appears to be in fair condition. Despite the roof modification the building is 
considered contributing becatfse it is the only farm-sustenance related building or stmcture 
remaining on the property. While it is indeterminable if this is the earlier or later bam on the farm 
(see state reports in Section 8) its ties to the original purpose of county farm living makes the 
building important to the general integrity of the property as a whole.

Garage. Non-Contributing. C. 1965.

A wood frame garage on a concrete pad is directiy behind the main building. The garage has vinyl 
siding and an asphalt shingled roof. A wide garage door faces the south, followed by a recessed 
four-panel door with a window in its upper half, near the east end of the building.

C.1965.

A small concrete block building, approximately 8’ square, is west of the garage. It has a single door 
centered in its east facade and a poured concrete roof that pitches slighdy to the north and south 
with a short overhang for eaves.
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a Dutch door in its center and a side-hinged loft door above it. Two small window openings are 
located in the west half of this side, but the windows are no longer present. The south side matches 
the north side except that the Dutch door, slightly west of center has been removed and there are 
two windows to the west of the door opening and three windows to the east of the opening. These 
openings have simple wood casings and four-paned wood windows. The west side of the barn has 
four cattle doors constructed as Dutch doors, equally spaced across the fas:ade with the outside two 
being near the comers. The southernmost door is missing. Between the middle two doors on this 
side is a small side-hinged opening about 30" above the concrete block base. 

With the exception of a few missing doors and windows, and the concrete block base missing on the 
south side, the barn appears to be in fair condition. Despite the roof modification the building is 
considered contributing becatrse it is the only farm-sustenance related building or structure 
remaining on the property. While it is indeterminable if this is the earlier or later barn on the farm 
(see state reports in Section 8) its ties to the original purpose of county farm living makes the 
building important to the general integrity of the property as a whole. 

Garage, Non-Contributing. C. 1965. 

A wood frame garage on a concrete pad is directly behind the main building. The garage has vinyl 
siding and an asphalt shingled roof. A wide garage door faces the south, followed by a recessed 
four-panel door with a window in its upper half, near the east end of the building. 

Utility shed, Non-Contributing. C. 1965. 

A small concrete block building, approximately 8' square, is west of the garage. It has a single door 
centered in its east fa<;ade and a poured concrete roof that pitches slightly to the north and south 
with a short overhang for eaves. 
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Section 8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Summaiy
The White County Asylum is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A for its association with society’s care and welfare for its citi2enry and under Criterion C 
for its architectural distinctiveness in both its type and qualities. Existing former county asylums are 
becoming increasingly endangered and rare due to the buildings’ age and si2e. The White County 
Asylum is largely intact and represents one of White County’s oldest and most important public 
landmarks.

The period of significance is 1908 through 1960, marking the year the building was finished and in 
use until 1960, the mandatory 50 year mark. The building remained in use as a county home \mtil 
late in 2009. Typically the most historically significant buildings of any county are its courthouse 
followed by county home. Since White County’s historic courthouse in Monticello was destroyed by 
a tornado in 1974, the White County Asylum holds the distinction of the most historically and 
architecturally significant structure in the county.

PUBLIC CARE

History of county atylums in Indiana
The county asylum system dates to Indiana’s first constitution in 1816 when it became incumbent 
on the State to provide care and housing for individuals who were either too aged or infirmed to 
care for themselves and therefore could “claim upon the aid and beneficence of society”.’ The first 
county institution in Indiana was opened in 1821 in Knox County. In 1831 the State authorixed 
counties to fund asyliuns as each county found justifiable. The State of Indiana also began to build 
homes for the care of its “feeble minded” and other dependents that included state hospitals for the 
insane, blind, deaf & dumb, the Soldiers and Sailors Home, and orphans’ home. In 1875 the State 
authorized county governments subsidize private orphanages, then later in 1881 authorized coimties 
to construct local orphanages. The State Board of Charities was formed in 1890 to oversee all state 
and county institutions developed for residential care.

County charities were defined by the State Board of Charities as jails, asylvuns, and orphanages. Jails 
and asylvuns were under the direct oversight by the county boards of commissioners, however in 
some counties orphanages were overseen by private or other charitable organizations.^ By 1903 all

Board of State Charities of Indiana 
^Ibid
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Section 8 • STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Summary 
The White County Asylum is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A for its association with society's care and welfare for its citizenry and under Criterion C 
for its architectural distinctiveness in both its type and qualities. Existing former county asylums are 
becoming increasingly endangered and rare due to the buildings' age and size. The White County 
Asylum is largely intact and represents one of White County's oldest and most important public 
landmarks. 

The period of significance is 1908 through 1960, marking the year the building was finished and in 
use until 1960, the mandatory 50 year mark. The building remained in use as a county home until 
late in 2009. Typically the most historically significant buildings of any county are its courthouse 
followed by county home. Since White County's historic courthouse in Monticello was destroyed by 
a tornado in 1974, the White County Asylum holds the distinction of the most historically and 
architecturally significant structure in the county. 

PUBLIC CARE 

History of county tl!Jfums in Indiana 
The county asylum system dates to Indiana's first constitution in 1816 when it became incumbent 
on the State to provide care and housing for individuals who were either too aged or infirmed to 
care for themselves and therefore could "claim upon the aid and beneficence of society''.1 The first 
county institution in Indiana was opened in 1821 in Knox County. In 1831 the State authorized 
counties to fund asylums as each county found justifiable. The State of Indiana also began to build 
homes for the care of its "feeble minded" and other dependents that included state hospitals for the 
insane, blind, deaf & dumb, the Soldiers and Sailors Home, and orphans' home. In 1875 the State 
authorized county governments subsidize private orphanages, then later in 1881 authorized counties 
to construct local orphanages. The State Board of Charities was formed in 1890 to oversee all state 
and county institutions developed for residential care. 

County charities were defined by the State Board of Charities as jails, asylums, and orphanages. Jails 
and aulums were under the direct oversight by the county bo~rds of commissioners, however in 
some counties orphanages were overseen by private or other c'haritable organizations.2 By 1903 all 

1 Board of State Charities of Indiana 
2 Ibid 
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Indiana counties had developed county asylums. The State Legislature passed a law in 1899 
requiring all counties to adopt a six member Board of County Charities to inspect facilities for the 
general welfare of their residents.

A report by the State Board of Charities describes the situation of county homes in 1903 as such:

In times past there were to be found among its inmates the insane, the feeble-minded, the 
epileptic, the deaf, the blind, the crippled, the shiftless, the vicious, the respectable, the 
homeless poor and bright young children. To a certain, though far less extent, these 
conditions prevail at current time, but the awakening of public sentiment to a realization of 
society’s duty not only to society’s unfortimates but to itself, has resulted in a gradual sifting 
out of special classes.^

This references the movement by the State to develop needs-specific institutions that enabled 
counties to segregate populations from the asylums deemed inadvisable to combine. And in many 
cases, but certainly not all, references counties that had developed orphanages. Between 1891 and 
1904 the percentage of individuals under 16 years of age residing at county homes dropped from 
over 13% to just over 1%. Also by 1904 the asylum population in Indiana was generally divided in 
half between residents over and under 60 years of age.''

The county poor asylum law of 1899 required all able-bodied inmates to work, and therefore 
popularized the “poor farm” model of male residents working primarily in farming and livestock 
care and female residents engaged in gardening, laundry, cooking and other housekeeping chores.

Histo^ of the aylum in White County
Early in White County’s history the poor were cared for by being placed with “reliable families”. 
Expenses such as board and clothing were paid for by county government. This cost varied from 
$39, May 1,1839 to $817.36 for the year ending June 1,1856.® The first county home was 
constructed in 1857 on a 200 acre tract formerly owned by John Reynolds five miles northwest of 
Monticello, White County’s county seat. “Uncle” Charlie Rider was employed in 1858 to care for 
the poor of this first house. The building was described as old with various additions, and as a 
reproach to the good people of White County.® A second frame building was constructed in 1875 
by Harbolt & Tilton of Monticello at a cost of $3,000, but by 1907 it was deemed unsanitary and the

® Board of State Charities of Indiana 
'•ibid
® Hamelle 
* Hamelle
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Indiana counties had developed county asylums. The State Legislature passed a law in 1899 
requiting all counties to adopt a six member Board of County Charities to inspect facilities for the 
general welfare of their residents. 

A report by the State Board of Charities describes the situation of county homes in 1903 as such: 

In ti.mes past there were to be found among its inmates the insane, the feeble-minded, the 
epileptic, the deaf, the blind, the crippled, the shiftless, the vicious, the respectable, the 
homeless poor and bright young children. To a certain, though far less extent, these 
conditions prevail at current ti.me, but the awakening of public sentiment to a realization of 
society's duty not only to society's unfortunates but to itself, has resulted in a gradual sifting 
out of special classes.3 

This references the movement by the State to develop needs-specific institutions that enabled 
counties to segregate populations from the asylums deemed inadvisable to combine. And in many 
cases, but certainly not all, references counties that had developed orphanages. Between 1891 and 
1904 the percentage of individuals under 16 years of age residing at county homes dropped from 
over 13% to just over 1 %. Also by 1904 the asylum population in Indiana was generally divided in 
half between residents over and under 60 years of age.4 

The county poor asylum law of 1899 required all able-bodied inmates to work, and therefore 
popularized the "poor farm" model of male residents working primarily in farming and livestock 
care and female residents engaged in gardening, laundry, cooking and other housekeeping chores. 

History of the a.rylum in White County 
Early in White County's history the poor were cared for by being placed with "reliable families". 
Expenses such as board and clothing were paid for by county government. This cost varied from 
$39, May 1, 1839 to $817.36 for the year ending June 1, 1856.5 The first county home was 
constructed in 1857 on a 200 acre tract formerly owned by John Reynolds five miles northwest of 
Monticello, White County's county seat. "Uncle" Charlie Rider was employed in 1858 to care for 
the poor of this first house. The building was described as old with various additions, and as a 
reproach to the good people of White County.6 A second frame building was constructed in 1875 
by Harbolt & Tilton of Monti.cello at a cost of $3,000, but by 1907 it was deemed unsanitary and the 

3 Board of State Charities of Indiana 
4 Ibid 
5 Harnelle 
6 Hamelle 
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county began to look for acceptable sites to build a new asylum. Given the creation of the State 
Board of Charities, their oversight and call for updated facilities since 1890, and the use of their 
model plans by White County, likely there was encouragement from this Board for a new facility. 
One county history states that the building was built “after many years of urging by grand juries, 
press and public and only after the old buildings had become almost scandalous in theit imfitness.”’

The ‘White County A^lum”
Two sites for a new county home were considered by White County officials in 1907. The first site 
purchased, the Arrick farmstead west of Monticello, was not well received by county residents so 
officials chose the second site.® It was three miles north of the courthouse square and was owned by 
Daniel McCuaig, containing 150 acres on the Tippecanoe River. It was formerly known as the 
Breckenridge Farm and was located on Norway Road, named for a small village to the farm’s east 
The site was called both picturesque due to the river, but also useful since it offered drainage to the 
river. The current county home property has been reduced to about 80 acres, but maintains Norway 
Road frontage with the Tippecanoe Rivet (now Lake Shafer) as its rear boundary. The property was 
purchased for $16,500 and the White County Council appropriated $31,000 for building 
construction.’ The former home site, about two miles west of the new site, and initial site selected 
and purchased were sold to the highest bidders.'®

Construction began on the home in 1907. By its completion and opening on June 16,1908, local 
officials were being criticized for the location, construction and cost of the new facility which 
warranted a paper written by the county attorney charging Democrats with making political hay to 
defeat Republican office holders. An extended description of the facility appeared in the White 
County Democrat on October 9,1908. This attempted to dispel myths regarding cost and the 
selection of the location. The paper stated that the total cost of the farm and building was $50, 
871.12. It also concluded that “no better spot could have been found in the county” for beauty of 
view, facilities, and sanitation. The description of the building indicates the use of spaces as follows 
for the superintendent’s quarters: on the first floor a sitting room, dining room, kitchen, bath and 
toUet; on the second floor five bedrooms. Regarding the remaining building the article describes the 
kitchen as the only common place between genders of population and individual men’s and 
women’s dining halls immediately off the kitchen. The paper states that above the first level dining 
rooms were two large rooms that could be used as wards or chapels and in the southeast and 
southwest comers were day rooms for the inmates (current lounges with fireplaces). Each wing had

’ Hamelle
* Monticello Herald Journal, February 10, 1998 
’ Hamelle

White County Democrat, March 28, 1907
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county began to look for acceptable sites to build a new asylum. Given the creation of the State 
Board of Charities, their oversight and call for updated facilities since 1890, and the use of their 
model plans by White Co~ty, likely there was encouragement from this Board for a new facility. 
One county history states that the building was built "after many years of urging by grand juries, 
press and public and only after the old buildings had become almost scandalous in their unfitness."7 

The 'White CounryA!]lum" 
Two sites for a new county home were considered by White County officials in 1907. The first site 
purchased, the Arrick farmstead west of Monticello, was not well received by county residents so 
officials chose the second site.8 It was three miles north of the courthouse square and was owned by 
Daniel McCuaig, containing 150 acres on the Tippecanoe River. It was formerly known as the 
Breckenridge Farm and was located on Norway Road, named for a small village to the farm's east. 
The site was called both picturesque due to the river, but also useful since it offered drainage to the 
river. The current county home property has been reduced to about 80 acres, but maintains Norway 
Road frontage with the Tippecanoe River (now Lake Shafer) as its rear boundary. The property was 
purchased for $16,500 and the White County Council appropriated $31,000 for building 
construction.9 The former home site, about two miles west of the new site, and initial site selected 
and purchased were sold to the highest bidders. 10 

Construction began on the home in 1907. By its completion and opening on June 16, 1908, local 
officials were being criticized for the location, construction and cost of the new facility which 
warranted a paper written by the county attorney charging Democrats with making political hay to 
defeat Republican office holders. An extended description of the facility appeared in the White 
County Democrat on October 9, 1908. This attempted to dispel myths regarding cost and the 
selection of the location. The paper stated that the total cost of the farm and building was $50, 
871.12. It also concluded that "no better spot could have been found in the county" for beauty of 
view, facilities, and sanitatioµ. The description of the building indicates the use of spaces as follows 
for the superintendent's quarters: on the first floor a sitting room, dining room, kitchen, bath and 
toilet; on the second floor five bedrooms. Regarding the remaining building the article describes the 
kitchen as the only common place between genders of population and individual men's and 
women's dining halls immediately off the kitchen. The paper states that above the first level dining 
rooms were two large rooms that could be used as wards or chapels and in the southeast and 
southwest corners were day rooms for the inmates (current lounges with fireplaces) . Each wing had 

7 Hamelle 
8 Monticello Herald Journal, February I 0, 1998 
9 Hamelle 
10 White County Democrat, March 28, 1907 
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rooms 20’ by 9’-6” to be used as hospital wards that could contain five patients each (Ukely the 
bedrooms sharing a wall with the lounges). Both the laundry and confinement areas are described as 
the engine room/laundry and “jail or place of retention for unmanageable inmates.” The interior 
walls of the wings are also described, outside of the day rooms, as sand lime brick and unplastered as 
recommended by the State Board of Charities. Only metal lath was used in places to receive plaster 
finish. The roof is described as a good slate roof. At the time the article was written there were 15 
men and 10 women housed in the facility.” Women were housed in the east wing and men in the 
west wing of the building. Allen McClintick was the superintendent.

In 1911 McClintick turned over the superintendent’s position to A. A. Mikesell. At that time there 
were 27 inmates with 15 being over 60 years of age. TTie oldest inmate was 88 and the youngest was 
27. A woman by the name of Rosetta Swipes had been at the home the longest, since she was 16 
and had been a resident for 38 years, which means she would have been a resident at each of the 
previous two county homes. 16 of the residents had come since the opening of the new home in 
1908.’^ In 1916 there were 15 men and 6 women housed in the facility, with inmates preparing the 
food. In an article in the Evening Journal on October 31,1916, the health of the inmates was 
lacking due to the lack of employment of a physician. The report also described outbuildings and 
fencing in fair condition and the property having a garden and orchard, four cows, four horses, 44 
swine. In 1919 there were 31 inmates, 7 of whom were women, and three milk cows; a report 
recommended the farm add cows.

The state report on the White County Asylum for 1927 appeared in the MonticeUo Evening Journal 
on June 22 and described the property. Mr. & Mrs. Bert Jackson were listed as the superintendents. 
148 acres were hsted as 90 tilled and 3 in timber, 10 head of cattle (6 cows and 4 horses), 17 sows 
and 15 spring pigs, 150 old chickens and 300 spring fries. A late garden is listed and apple and 
cherry trees in an orchard with “all products used on the farm.” The bam is described as in bad 
repair with the recommendation of a new barn at once and the construction of a silo. The fences 
were listed as “in good order” and the “dooryards very attractively kept with flowers and 
shrubbery.” Again there was concern that there was no provision for the care o^ the insane or 
residents with contagious disease.” In 1938 an infirmary unit was established with 10 beds on the 
second floor, apparently addressing concerns in prior reports.

The war-era of the 1940’s resulted in a few items of note at the county home. In the MonticeUo 
Herald Journal, on October'9,1941, the state report on the home listed 35 male and 7 female

" White County Democrat, October, 9, 1908 
” White County Democrat, September 15,1911 
” MonticeUo Evening Journal, June 22, 1927
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rooms 20' by 9' -6" to be used as hospital wards that could contain five patients each (likely the 
bedrooms sharing a wall with the lounges). Both the laundry and confinement areas are described as 
the engine room/laundry and "jail or place of retention for unmanageable inmates." The interior 
walls of the wings are also described, outside of the day rooms, as sand lime brick and unplastered as 
recommended by the State Board of Charities. Only metal lath was used in places to receive plaster 
finish. The roof is described as a good slate roof. At the time the article was written there were 15 
men and 10 women housed in the facility. 11 Women were housed in the east wing and men in the 
west wing of the building. Allen McClintick was the superintendent. 

In 1911 McClintick turned 6ver the superintendent's position to A. A. Mikesell. At that time there 
were 27 inmates with 15 being over 60 years of age. The oldest inmate was 88 and the youngest was 
27. A woman by the name of Rosetta Swipes had been at the home the longest, since she was 16 
and had been a resident for 38 years, which means she would have been a resident at each of the 
previous two county homes. 16 of the residents had come since the opening of the new home in 
1908.12 In 1916 there were 15 men and 6 women housed in the facility, with inmates preparing the 
food. In an article in the Evening Journal on October 31, 1916, the health of the inmates was 
lacking due to the lack of employment of a physician. The report also described outbuildings and 
fencing in fair condition and the property having a garden and orchard, four cows, four horses, 44 
swine. In 1919 there were 31 inmates, 7 of whom were women, and three milk cows; a report 
recommended the farm add cows. 

The state report on the White County Asylum for 1927 appeared in the Monticello EveningJournal 
on June 22 and described the property. Mr. & Mrs. Bert Jackson were listed as the superintendents. 
148 acres were listed as 90 tilled and 3 in timber, 10 head of cattle (6 cows and 4 horses), 17 sows 
and 15 spring pigs, 150 old chickens and 300 spring fries. A late garden is listed and apple and 
cherry trees in an orchard with "all products used on the farm." The barn is described as in bad 
repair with the recommendation of a new ham at once and the construction of a silo. The fences 
were listed as "in good order" and the "dooryards very attractively kept with flowers and 
shrubbery." Again there was concern that there was no provision for the care of-the insane or 
residents with contagious disease.13 In 1938 an infirmary unit was established with 10 beds on the 
second floor, apparently addressing concerns in prior reports. 

The war-era of the 1940's resulted in a few items of note at the county home. In the Monticello 
Herald Journal, on October·9, 1941, the state report on the home listed 35 male and 7 female 

11 White County Democrat, October, 9, 1908 
12 White County Democrat, September 15, 1911 
13 Monticello Evening Journal, June 22, 1927 
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residents and that there was room for six residents in detention housing or “segregated cages” in the 
one story annex at the rear of the budding. Allen North was listed as the superintendent. The 
building was described as still lacking individual locks and fire escapes. The farm is described as a 
143 acres farm with 80 acres in cultivation, 8 acres in vegetables, 2 acres in fruit and the rest as 
pasture. The report also recalls a recent flag presentation and pole installation by the American 
Legion on August 4,1941 with 200 in attendance. As publicity to sell war bonds actress Shirley 
Ross and Mrs. Pat O’Brien accompanied Governor Schricker to Monticello in 1942, and visited the 
county home.’^ The home life of residents is also displayed in one newspaper article stating that 
Superintendent North arranged a Christmas Eve party with a “beautiful tree secured by the men 
from the bank of the lake & prettily decorated by the women” as Christmas carols were sung.

The 1950 state report on the White Coimty home, as published in the White County Democrat on 
Jime 8,1950'^ probably marks the beginning of the end of the period the property was used for 
agricultural sustenance purposes. It also had shown a number of improvements had been made, or 
were underway, at the home. There were 18 men and 6 women residing at the home in 1950; Ralph 
and Bessie Douglas were superintendents. There was one paid employee, a cook. Seventeen of the 
residents were 65 years of age or older; residents were charged $17.50 weekly by the county for 
services three of which could pay from their own resources.

The report states that the custodial unit was in a one story brick building north of the home 
(laundry/confinement areas) and is attached with a screened porch to the kitchen. It mentions that 
plans were underway to enclose this porch. The roof is described as slate in the report and two 
tubular fire escapes were installed in recent months of the report (evidently in response to earlier 
investigations). Two cisterns are identified on each side of the building; water from Lake Shafer was 
used for baths, dishwashing and toilets. Garbage was given to livestock. Religious services were 
held in the women’s day room on the T' and Sundays by various White County Churches.
Special programs were planned for holidays.

The 1950 report included that there were five men and four women who were able to work. The 
men helped at the barn caring for the poultry and assisting with cleaning. One man helped milk 
cows. The women cleaned, did dishes and mended clothing. Of the 153 acres reported in the 
article, 80 acres were used for crops, rented out on a “share basis” and two acres were used for a 
garden. Livestock on the county farm included five milch cows, seven other head of cattle, 32 hogs, 
a horse, 300 young chickens and 190 hens. The farm buildings were all listed as frame and in good 
condition and included two bams. A second barn had been added since the 1927 report

White County Democrat, June 26, 1942 
White County Democrat, June 8, 1950
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residents and that there was room for s.ix residents in detention housing or "segregated cages" in the 
one story annex at the rear of the building. Allen North was listed as the superintendent. The 
building was described as still lacking individual locks and fire escapes. The farm is described as a 
143 acres farm with 80 acres in cultivation, 8 acres in vegetables, 2 acres in fruit and the rest as 
pasture. The report also recalls a recent flag presentation and pole installation by the American 
Legion on August 4, 1941 with 200 in attendance. As publicity to sell war bonds actress Shirley 
Ross and Mrs. Pat O'Brien accompanied Governor Schricker to Monti.cello in 1942, and visited the 
county home.14 The home life of residents is also displayed in one newspaper article stating that 
Superintendent North arranged a Christmas Eve party with a ' 'beautiful tree secured by the men 
from the bank of the lake & prettily decorated by the women" as Christmas carols were sung. 

The 1950 state report on the White County home, as published in the White County Democrat on 
June 8, 195015

, probably marks the beginning of the end of the period the property was used for 
agricultural sustenance purposes. It also had shown a number of improvements had been made, or 
were underway, at the home. There were 18 men and 6 women residing at the home in 1950; Ralph 
and Bessie Douglas were superintendents. There was one paid employee, a cook. Seventeen of the 
residents were 65 years of age or older; residents were charged $17.50 weekly by the county for 
services three of which could pay from their own resources. 

The report states that the custodial unit was in a one story brick building north of the home 
(laundry/ confinement areas) and is attached with a screened porch to the kitchen. It mentions that 
plans were underway to enclose this porch. The roof is described as slate in the report and two 
tubular fire escapes were installed in recent months of the report (evidently in response to earlier 
investigations). Two cisterns are identified on each side of the building; water from Lake Shafer was 
used for baths, dishwashing and toilets. Garbage was given to livestock. Religious services were 
held in the w~men's day room on the 1st and 3tt1 Sundays by various White County Churches. 
Special programs were planned for holidays. 

The 1950 report included that there were five men and four women who were able to work. The 
men helped at the barn caring for the poultry and assisting with cleaning. One man helped milk 
cows. The women cleaned, did dishes and mended clothing. Of the 153 acres reported in the 
article, 80 acres were used for crops, rented out on a "share basis" and two acres were used for a 
garden. Livestock on the county farm included five milch cows, seven other head of cattle, 32 hogs, 
a horse, 300 young chickens and 190 hens. The farm buildings were all listed as frame and in good 
condition and included two barns. A second barn had been added since the 1927 report 

14 White County Democrat, June 26, 1942 
15 White County Democrat, June 8, 1950 
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that described the existing bam as being in poor condition. Likely the older bam was repaired and 
another bam was added. Two poultry houses and a smoke house also stood on the farm, according 
to the 1950 report. Fences were reported in fair condition.

A few recent improvements were listed in the 1950 report. These included septic improvements 
north of the garage (likely garage foundation remains east of building) that had a tile drain to the 
gully; this water was collected from the building’s roof. A gravel drive had also been installed from 
the home to Lake Shafer. Also listed was a new cabinet sink in the superintendant’s kitchen.

In later years the facility’s name was changed to “Lakeview Home”. In 1998 the home had 15 
residents, with a capacity of 32. Half of the residents were paying a monthly fee for services while 
the other half received welfare disbursements for services. The facility had a full time supervisor, 
cook, housekeeper and two full time night attendants.*'^ The facility closed in December, 2009.

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Architect
The architect of the White County Asylum was Samuel A. Yovmg. Young modified plans received 
from the Indiana State Board of Charities, but followed their model plan very closely. It is unclear 
how much architectural styling was borrowed also from the standardized plans, or if the building’s 
architectural details were designed by Young; the general placement of design features was certainly 
driven by the model plan. Young was also considered the Superintendent of Construction for the 
project.'^ Young was born in 1864 in MonticeUo, married Minnie Roberts in 1886 and the two had 
11 children together. His son, R. Wright Young, became a contractor and worked with his father. It 
does not appear that Young received any formal training, but appears to have learned his trade 
through model plan books. Young died in 1943 and is buried in White County.

From family documents housed at the White County Historical Society, Samuel Yovmg’s recollection 
of his work included residences, bams, granaries, scale houses, garages, commercial btiildings, offices 
and filling stations. In MonticeUo Young was responsible for the design of the post office and city 
haU. His work also includes seven churches and thirty-four schools including MonticeUo High 
School. Young worked primarily in White and CarroU counties, but also in Cass, Jasper, Pulaski, 
Fulton and Wayne counties in Indiana. His home designs are some of MonticeUo’s finest residential 
architecture of the late 19* and early 20* centuries, they range from bungalow and American Four-

MonticeUo Herald Journal, February 10, 1998 
*’ White County Democrat, October 9, 1908
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that described the existing barn as being in poor condition. Likely the older barn was repaired and 
another barn was added. Two poultry houses and a smoke house also stood on the farm, according 
to the 1950 report. Fences were ~eported in fair condition. 

A few recent improvements were listed in the 1950 report. These included septic improvements 
north of the garage (likely garage foundation remains east of building) that had a tile drain to the 
gully; this water was collected from the building's roof. A gravel drive had also been installed from 
the home to Lake Shafer. Also listed was a new cabinet sink in the superintendant's kitchen. 

In later years the facility's name was changed to "Lakeview Home". In 1998 the home had 15 
residents, with a capacity of 32. Half of the residents were paying a monthly fee for services while 
the other half received welfare disbursements for services. The facility had a full time supervisor, 
cook, housekeeper and two full time night attendants.16 The facility closed in December, 2009. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

A rchitect 
The architect of the White County Asylum was Samuel A. Young. Young modified plans received 
from the Indiana State Board of Charities, but followed their model plan very closely. It is unclear 
how much architectural styling was borrowed also from the standardized plans, or if the building's 
architectural details were designed by Young; the general placement of design features was certainly 
driven by the model plan. Young was also considered the Superintendent of Construction for the 
project.17 Young was born in 1864 in Monticello, married Minnie Roberts in 1886 and the. two had 
11 children together. His son, R. Wright Young, became a contractor and worked with his father. It 
does not appear that Young received any formal training, but appears to have learned his trade 
through model plan books. Young died in 1943 and is buried in White County. 

From family documents housed at the White County Historical Society, Samuel Young's recollection 
of his work included residences, barns, granaries, scale houses, garages, commercial buildings, offices 
and filling stations. In Monticello Young was responsible for the design of the post office and city 
hall. His work also includes seven churches and thirty-four schools including Monticello High 
School. Young worked primarily in White and Carroll counties, but also in Cass, Jasper, Pulaski, 
Fulton and Wayne counties in Indiana. His home designs are some of Monticello's finest residential 
architecture of the late 19th and early 20th centuries, they range from bungalow and American Four-

16 Mpnticello Herald Journal, February I 0, 1998 
17 White County Democrat, October 9, 1908 
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Square designs to earlier Queen Anne examples that often featured corner towers with multi-sided 
or rounded roofs. He also incorporated the use of rock-face molded concrete block once it began 
to emerge as an innovative building material. Young chose rock-face molded concrete block to 
accentuate the porch bases, balustrades and piers at the White County Asylum.

building Type
As a building type the White County Asylum is becoming increasingly rare in Indiana for a number 
of reasons. The buildings were often constructed some distance from county seats to provide 
adequate farm acreage to support the home and its residents. However, most county homes today 
are feeling development pressure as the county seats have expanded their boundaries and 
populations. The buildings, mostly constructed between 1890 and 1920, are either beyond or 
approaching 100 years in age and due to their sheer size offer challenges for upkeep and use. Fewer 
and fewer counties in Indiana continue to operate county homes, most phasing out services as 
White Covmty did in 2009.

The county home building model is easily recognizable across the State due to required oversight by 
the State Board of Charities for plan conformity. As part of the State Bo«d of Charities creation in 
1890, state law required the Board to examine poor asylum plans prior to their adoption by county 
commissioners. The Board considered earlier constmction of asylums to be inferior in plan and 
arrangement.'® The Board established a standard for plan configuration and in their report of 1904 
stated that since 1890 nearly all coimty asylums had conformed to the standard plan. The plans, 
while they may have ranged in size and architectural detail, consistently had a central core with 
administration and superintendents’ living quarters on the first and second levels to the front of a 
long, linear central corridor connecting men’s and women’s dormitory wings to each side of the 
cores and service areas (laundry and kitchen) in the core behind the main corridor, with a boiler heat 
system located in this basement.. In some cases a separate building, or additional rear wing, was 
created for confinement cells. The Board’s 1904 report describes the general plan as four 
“departments” with administration in front, domestic in the rear, with quarters for men and women 
to either side.” It also states that in some larger counties asylums have “a custodial department for 
noisy and untidy inmates” i.e.: confinement cells. Two model plans were printed in the report, one 
from Orange County housing 38 residents and the other from Adams County housing 60.

The White Coimty Asylum was constructed between 1907 and 1908 from plans received from the 
Indiana State Board of Charities and almost perfectly follows the Adams County model plan. The 
White County Home was constructed with a capacity of 48 residents. A few variations occur

'* Indiana State Board of Charities
Tbid
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Square designs to earlier Queen Anne examples that often featured corner towers with multi-sided 
or rounded roofs. He also incorporated the use of rock-face molded concrete block once it began 
to emerge as an innovative building material. Young chose rock-face molded concrete block to 
accentuate the porch bases, balustrades and piers at the White County Asylum. 

Building Type 
As a building type the White County Asylum is becoming increasingly rare in Indiana for a number 
of reasons. The buildings were often constructed some distance from county seats to provide 
adequate farm acreage to support the home and its residents. However, most county homes today 
are feeling development pressure as the county seats have expanded their boundaries and 
populations. The buildings, mostly constructed between 1890 and 1920, are either beyond or 
approaching 100 years in age and due to their sheer size offer challenges for upkeep and use. Fewer 
arid fewer counties in Indiana continue to operate county homes, most phasing out services as 
White County did in 2009. 

The county home building model is easily recognizable across the State due to required oversight by 
the State Board of Charities for plan conformity. As part of the State Board of Charities creation in 
1890, state law required the Board to examine poor asylum plans prior to their adoption by county 
commissioners. The Board considered earlier construction of asylums to be inferior in plan and 
arrangement. 18 The Board established a standard for plan configuration and in their report of 1904 
stated that since 1890 nearly all county asylums had conformed to the standard plan. The plans, 
while they may have ranged in size and architectural detail, consistently had a central core with 
administration and superintendents' living quarters on the first and second levels to the front of a 
long, linear central corridor connecting men's and women's dormitory wings to each side of the 
cores and service areas (laundry and kitchen) in the core behind the main corridor, with a boiler heat 
system located in this basement.. In some cases a separate building, or additional rear wing, was 
created for confinement cells. The Board's 1904 report describes the general plan as four 
"departments" with administration in front, domestic in the rear, with quarters for men and women 
to either side. 19 It also states that in some larger counties asylums have "a custodial department for 
noisy and untidy inmates" i.e.: confinement cells. Two model plans were printed in the report, one 
from Orange County housing 38 residents and the other from Adams County housing 60. 

The White County Asylum was constructed between 1907 and 1908 from plans received from the 
Indiana State Board of Charities and almost perfectly follows the Adams County model plan. The 
White County Home was constructed with a capacity of 48 residents. A few variations occur 

18 Indiana State Board of Charities 
19 Ibid 
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between the Adams County plan and White County’s. First, the plan is mirrored with White 
County’s core staircase and office fireplace on the left side (from entry) of the core’s main hallway 
versus Adams County, being on the right side. The inset areas between the forward parts of the 
residential wings ate larger in the Adams County plan providing additional bedrooms. The 
fireplaces in the residential wing’s lounges are also located against the corridor wall in the Adams 
County plan versus against a common wall with a bedroom. The kitchen footprint is slighdy 
different and the hallway connecting the core direcdy to the kitchen was either never constructed or 
removed in the White County plan. White County also placed their confinement and laundry area 
direcdy behind the kitchen attached with an open porch (now enclosed); however Adams County’s 
plan created a separate, freestanding, more isolated building for this purpose, but still is nearly 
identical in its floor plan to White County’s. Adams Coimty’s cost for constmction in about 1903 
was $35,000; White County’s construction cost in 1908 was $34,371.2l“. (Another source indicates 
the cost to have been $33,364.91)^'

Also mentionable is the existing barn on the property. Given the importance of work and 
agricultural sustenance to the county poor farm ideal, the barn is a reminder of this part of the 
property’s past. These structures are often removed ftom county farm landscapes due to the 
movement away from agricultural sustenance for residents.

Architectural Style
Stylistically the building is driven in appearance by the model plan provided by the State Board of 
Charities in terms of general layout, volumes and window and door arrangements. Even porch 
design was followed in the design from the model plans. The building has a simplified 
Richardsonian Romanesque appearance with high hipped roofs, rusticated stone lintels over 
windows, parapeted wall dormers and generally a heavy massing to its facades. The arched window 
with rusticated arched stone hood with keystone in each of the parapeted wall dormers, and their 
corbelled buff-colored parapets with pinnacles are important identifying features of the style on this 
building.

The Richardsonian Romanesque style was named for Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson 
who developed the massive, rough cut stone building style in the 1860’s through 1870’s.^ The style 
often featured decorative stone panels, arch window surrounds, squat columns, high hipped roofs, 
parapeted wall dormers and corner towers. Richardson drew freely from Spanish and French 
churches and buildings of the Romanesque era (roughly 900-1100 A.D.) for inspiration. As other

“ White County Democrat, October 9, 1908 
Hamelle 

“ McAlester
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between the Adams County plan and White County's. First, the plan is mirrored with White 
County's core staircase and office fireplace on the left side (from entry) of the core's main hallway 
versus Adams County, being on the right side. The inset areas between the forward parts of the 
residential wings are larger in the Adams County plan providing additional bedrooms. The 
fireplaces in the residential wing's lounges are also located against the corridor wall in the Adams 
County plan versus against a common wall with a bedroom. The kitchen footprint is slightly 
different and the hallway connecting the core directly to the kitchen was either never constructed or 
removed in the White County plan. White County also placed their confinement and laundry area 
directly behind the kitchen attached with an open porch (now enclosed); however Adams County's 
plan created a separate, freestanding, more isolated building for this purpose, but still is nearly 
identical in its floor plan to White County's. Adams County's cost for construction in about 1903 
was $35,000; White County's construction cost in 1908 was $34,371.2120

. (Another source indicates 
the cost to have been $33,364.91)21 

Also mentionable is the existing barn on the property. Given the importance of work and 
agricultural sustenance to the county poor farm ideal, the barn is a reminder of this part of the 
property's past. These structures are often removed from county farm landscapes due to the 
movement away from agricultural sustenance for residents. 

Architectural Style 
Stylistically the building is driven in appearance by the model plan provided by the State Board of 
Charities in terms of general layout, volumes and window and door arrangements. Even porch 
design was followed in the design from the model plans. The building has a simplified 
Richardsonian Romanesque appearance with high hipped roofs, rusticated stone lintels over 
windows, parapeted wall dormers and generally a heavy massing to its facades. The arched window 
with rusticated arched stone hood with keystone in each of the parapeted wall dormers, and their 
corbelled buff-colored parapets with pinnacles are important identifying features of the style on this 
building. 

The Richardsonian Romanesque style was named for Boston architect Henry Hobson Richardson 
who developed the massive, rough cut stone building style in the 1860's through 1870's.22 The style 
often featured decorative stone panels, arch window surrounds, squat columns, high hipped roofs, 
parapeted wall dormers and corner towers. Richardson drew freely from Spanish and French 
churches and buildings of the Romanesque era (roughly 900-1100 A.D .) for inspiration. As other 

20 White County Democrat, October 9, 1908 
21 Hamelle 
22 McAlester 
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architects copied features of his style, it gained in popularity. Many of Indiana’s public buildings 
constructed from the late 1880’s through the very beginning years of the 20* Century used this style, 
most notably were county government buildings such as courthouses and county asylums. At the 
time the White County Asylum was constructed, Richardsonian Romanesque was losing appeal and 
Classical and Colonial Revivals were beginning to emerge; the building typifies examples of buildings 
in stylistic transition.

The design of the porches does not follow the general style of the building. The porches would 
generally be considered a Free Classic approach to design as seen in the Doric columns set on stone 
piers, flat roofs and the square baluster balustrade. The interior features of the building are not 
pronouncedly any style. Casings are simple, with egg and dart detailing the only stylistic features, 
indicative of the period of constmction; fireplaces are fairly utilitarian. No doubt stylistic restraints 
were both a function of economy and conformity to the model plan.
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architects copied features of his style, it gained in popularity. Many of Indiana's public buildings 
constructed from the late 1880's through the very beginning years of the 20th Century used this style, 
most notably were county government buildings such as courthouses and county asylums. At the 
time the White County Asylum was constructed, Richardsonian Romanesque was losing appeal and 
Classical and Colonial Revivals were beginning to emerge; the building typifies examples of buildings 
in stylistic transition. 

The design of the porches does not follow the general style of the building. The porches would 
generally be considered a Free Classic approach to design as seen in the Doric columns set on stone 
piers, flat roofs and the square baluster balustrade. The interior features of the building are not 
pronouncedly any style. Casings are simple, with egg and dart detailing the only stylistic features, 
indicative of the period of construction; fireplaces are fairly utilitarian. No doubt stylistic restraints 
were both a function of economy and conformity to the model plan. 
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10. Geographic Data

Verbal Boundary Description

Begin at the southwest comer of the property known as the White County Asylum, 5271 Norway 
Road, and continue in a line west parallel with Norway Road approximately 360 feet Turn north 
and continue in a line north, to the gully from the south bank of Lake Shafer, a distance of 
approximately 850 feet. Turn northeast and follow the top bank of the guUy approximately 260 feet 
to the south bank of Lake Shafer. Turn southeast and follow the bank of Lake Shafer approximately 
440 feet to the northeast comer of the property. Turn south and continue in a line south to the 
point of beginning at the southeast corner of the property at Norway Road, a distance of 
approximately 750 feet.

Boundary Justification

Within the described boundaries above is located the subject property of the White County Asylum, 
formerly the White County Asylum, and all contributing resources associated with the White Coimty 
Asylum including its plarmed grounds, main building, and bam.
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Begin at the southwest comer of the property known as the White County Asylum, 5271 Norway 
Road, and continue in a line west parallel with Norway Road approximately 360 feet Turn north 
and continue in a line north. to the gully from the south bank of Lake Shafer, a distance of 
approximately 850 feet. Turn northeast and follow the top bank of the gully approximately 260 feet 
to the south bank of Lake Shafer. Turn southeast and follow the bank of Lake Shafer approximately 
440 feet to the northeast comer of the property. Turn south and continue in a line south to the 
point of beginning at the southeast comer of the property at Norway Road, a distance of 
approximately 750 feet. 

Boundary Justification 

Within the described boundaries above is located the subject property of the White County Asylum, 
formerly the White County Asylum, and all contributing resources associated with the White County 
Asylum including its planned grounds, main building, and barn. 
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11. Photographs
The following is a log of photographs taken of the White County Asylum

Exterior south (front) facade. Photo 0001. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West dramer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Exterior east facade. Photo 0002._ White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16,2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west

Exterior. Photo 0003. White County Asylvun 
White County, IN 
Kiut West Cj^er 

December 16,2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing souAwest

Exterior rear wing. Photo 0004. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16,2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing east

Exterior west facade. Photo 0005. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing east
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11. Photographs 
The following is a log of photographs taken of the White County Asylum 

Exterior south (front) facade. Photo 0001. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Exterior east facade. Photo 0002. White County Asylum 
White County, IN •· -
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of N atµral Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west 

Exterior. Photo 0003. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest 

Exterior rear wing. Photo 0004. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing east 

Exterior west facade. Photo 0005. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
Deceµiber 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing east 
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Exterior. Photo 0006. White County Asylum 
WTiite Coimty, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast

Entry drive from Norway Road. Photo 0007. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Bam. Photo 0008. White Covmty Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest

Basement cistern. Photo 0009. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast

Basement Main Corridor. Photo 0010. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west
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Exterior. Photo 0006. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
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White County Asylum, White County, IN 

Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast 

Entry drive from Norway Road. Photo 0007. White County Asylum 
White County, IN • 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Barn. Photo 0008. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December16,2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest 

Basement cistern. Photo 0009. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast 

Basement Main Corridor. Photo 0010. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west 
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Basement sink below kitchen. Photo 0011. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kvurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast

Main level Superintendent’s Hall. Photo 0012. White Coionty Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing nordi

Main level toward Superintendent’s office. Photo 0013. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west

Main level Superintendent’s pantry. Photo 0014. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northwest

Main level Superintendent’s office. Photo 0015. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast
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Basement sink below kitchen. Photo 0011. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast 

Main level Superintendent's Hall. Photo 0012. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Main level toward Superintendent's office. Photo 0013. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west 

Main level Superintendent's pantry. Photo 0014. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northwest 

Main level Superintendent's office. Photo 0015. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northeast 
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Main level women’s lounge. Photo 0016. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resoiuces, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest

Residential wing stairs. Photo 0017. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Main level dining haU. Photo 0018. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West (3amer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southeast

Main level kitchen. Photo 0019. White County Asylum 
White Covmty, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing south

Main level laundry. Photo 0020. White County Asylum 
White Covmty, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north
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Main level women's lounge. Photo 0016. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest 

Residential wing stairs. Photo 0017. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Main level dining hall. Photo 0018. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southeast 

Main level kitchen. Photo 0019. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing south 

Main level laundry. Photo 0020. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 
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Main level confinement cells. Photo 0021. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Second level residential wing main corridor. Photo 0022. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west

Second level residential wing north hallway. Photo 0023. White County Asylum 
WTiite County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Second level women’s bathroom. Photo 0024. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garnet 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Second level comer bedroom. Photo 0025. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southeast
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Main level confinement cells. Photo 0021. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Second level residential wing main corridor. Photo 0022. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing west 

Second level residential wing north hallway. Photo 0023. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Second level women's bathroom. Photo 0024. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Second level corner bedroom. Photo 0025. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southeast 
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Second level Superintendent’s quarters bedroom. Photo 0026. White Coimty Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northwest

Second level Superintendent’s Hall. Photo 0027. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north

Second level Superintendent’s staircase. Photo 0028. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing south

Attic level staircase surround. Photo 0029. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Gamer 
December 16, 2009
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest
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Second level Superintendent's quarters bedroom. Photo 0026. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana D epartment of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing northwest 

Second level Superintendent's Hall. Photo 0027. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing north 

Second level Superintendent's staircase. Photo 0028. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing south 

Attic level staircase surround. Photo 0029. White County Asylum 
White County, IN 
Kurt West Garner 
December 16, 2009 
Indiana Department of Natural Resources, Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology 
Facing southwest 
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Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION

PROPERTY
NAME:

White County Asylum

MULTIPLE
NAME:

STATE & COUNTY: INDIANA, White

DATE RECEIVED: 9/23/10
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 11/02/10
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST:

DATE OF PENDING LIST: 10/18/10
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 11/07/10

REFERENCE NUMBER: 10000857

REASONS FOR REVIEW:

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM;
OTHER: N PDIL:
REQUEST: N SAMPLE:
COMf^T WAIVER: N

/ACCEPT ___ RETURN

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS:

N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N
N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N
N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N

REJECT DATE

Eateredin
TheNatfonal RegUter 

of
BMMlcPUces

RECOM./CRITERIA_

REVIEWER

TELEPHONE

DISCIPLINE_

DATE

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS.
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NATIONAL: 

DATE 

Tbe National ttepter 
of 
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--------
REVIEWER DISCIPLINE ---------
TELEPHONE DATE -----------
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

If a nomination is returned to the nominating authority, the 
nomination is no longer under consideration by the NPS. 
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DNR
Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr, Governor 
Robert E. Carter, Jr., Director

Indiana Department of Natural Resources

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology*402 W. Washington Street. W274- Indianapolis. IN 46204-2739 
Phone 3l7-232-1646«Fax 317-232-0693»dbpa@dnr.lN.QOVWww.lN.gov/dnr/historic

HB10SK PKSanMJION MOABCMAIOtOei

August 2,2010 

Carol D. Shull
Interim Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Places 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 20005

Re: White County Asylum, White Co., IN

2280
AU6 I 0 ?010

Dear Ms. Shull,

Enclosed is a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the White County Asylum, 
White County, Indiana. The Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board reviewed the 
application and voted in favor of recommending its approval for the National Register of 
Historic Places.

Please address any questions you or your staff may have about this nomination to my National 
Register staff, Paul Diebold, Frank Hurdis, or Holly Tate.

Sincerely,

Robert E. Carter, Jr.
State Historic Preservation Officer

REC:PCD:pcd

enclosure: nomination package

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
Printed on Recycled Paper

DN R Indiana Department of Natural Resources 

Mitchell E. Daniels, Jr. , Governor 
Robert E. Carter, Jr., Director 

,·ii\ 
Division of Historic Prese<vation & Archaeology• 402 W. Washington Street, W27 4• Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739 

HIS10IIKPflfSDIWION .... --
Phone 317-232-1646•Fax 317-232-0693•dhpa@drv.lN.gov•www.lN.gov/drv/historic ft:tt::;~::;:---;:=:::-----

R EC E, ff._~ ED 2280 
August 2, 2010 

Carol D. Shull 
Interim Keeper of the National Register 
National Park Service 2280 
National Register of Historic Pfaces 
1201 "I" (Eye) Street, N.W. 
Washington D.C. 20005 

Re: White County Asylum, White Co., IN 

Dear Ms. Shull, 

G G l O 2010 

~NAt ~~t;f-lt o/J.WJ~~~teLACES 

Enclosed is a National Register of Historic Places nomination for the White County Asylum, 
White County, Indiana. The Indiana Historic Preservation Review Board reviewed the 
application and voted in favor of recommending its approval for the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Please address any questions you or your staff may have about this nomination to my National 
Register staff, Paul Diebold, Frank Hurdis, or Holly Tate. 

Sincerely, 

Robert E. Carter, Jr. 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

REC:PCD:pcd 

enclosure: nomination package 

An Equal Opportunity Employer 
Printed on Recycled Paper 



DNR Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources 

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology• 402 W. Washington Street, W274 • Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739 

Phone 317-232-1646 • Fax 317-232-0693 • dhpa@dnr.IN.gov • www.IN.gov/dnr/historic 

May 15, 2019 

Robert Napleton 
400 Sunset Lane 
LaGrange, IL 60525 

Re: White County Asylum, 5271 Norway Road, White County, IN 

Dear Owners, 

-. 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Cameron F. Clark, Director 

It has come to our attention that the above property has been demolished. The property was listed on the National Register 
of Historic Places on September 23, 2010. Current records indicate that you, at the above address, are the current owner of 
the property. 

Since the property no longer exhibits enough of the character for which it was listed, we intend to request that it be 
removed from the National Register. Per 36 CFR 60.14, we are required to notify the owner and the chief elected local 
official and provide an opportunity to comment on our proposed action. 

Please address any questions you or your staff may have to my National Register staff, Paul Diebold or Holly Tate. Please 
address any written comments you may have to our office on or before June 17, 2019. 

Very truly yours, 

Cameron F. Clark 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CFC:PCD:pcd 

copies: White County Commissioners 

Th e DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural, 
cultural and recreational resources for the benefit of Indiana's citizens 
through professional leadership, management and education. 

www.DNR.IN.gov 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 



DNR Indiana Department 
of Natural Resources 

Division of Historic Preservation & Archaeology• 402 W. Washington Street, W274 • Indianapolis, IN 46204-2739 

Phone 317-232-1646 • Fax 317-232-0693 • dhpa@dnr.IN.gov • www.IN.gov/dnr/historic 

July 18, 2019 

Ms. Joy Beasley 
Keeper of the National Register 
National Register of Historic Places 
Mail Stop 7228 
1849 C St., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Re: White County Asylum, White County, Indiana 

Dear Ms. Beasley, 

Eric Holcomb, Governor 
Cameron F. Clark, Director 

We hereby request that the White County Asylum, White County, Indiana, be removed from the National 
Register of Historic Places. The prope1iy was listed in the National Register of Historic Places on September 
23, 2010. All buildings on the site have been demolished. 

Since the property has ceased to have any of the qualities for which it was listed, we are requesting that it be 
removed from the National Register. No comments have been received regarding the delisting. Please address 
any questions you or your staff may have about this nomination to my National Register staff, Paul Diebold or 
Holly Tate. 

Very truly yours, 

Cameron F. Clark 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

CFC:PCD:pcd 

copies: none. 
enclosures: notification letter 

The DNR mission: Protect, enhance, preserve and wisely use natural, 

cultural and recreational resources (or the benefit of Indiana's citizens 

through professional leadership, management and education. 

www.DNR.IN.gov 
An Equal Opportunity Employer 

s 
I 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Requested Action: Removal 

Property Name: White County Asylum 

Multiple Name: 

State & County: INDIANA, White 

Date Received: 
7/25/2019 

Date of Pending List: Date of 16th Day: Date of 45th Day: Date of Weekly List: 
8/9/2019 8/26/2019 9/9/2019 

Reference number: OT10000857 

Nominator: 

Reason For Review: 

X Accept Return __ Reject 8/28/2019 Date 

Abstract/Summary Property demolished; SHPO recommends removal 
Comments: 

Recommendation/ Remove from NRHP 
Criteria 

Reviewer Jim Gabbert 

Telephone (202)354-2275 

DOCUMENTATION: see attached comments: No 

Discipline Historian ------------
Date 

see attached SLR : No 

If a nomination is returned to the nomination authority, the nomination is no longer under consideration by the 
National Park Service. 


