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Section number

ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION

The Georgetown Centra School, now known as the Memorial Town Hall, Sandsneer the historic
commercia center of Georgetown (pop. 6,400), arura community of about 13 square miles located
approximately 28 miles north of Boston near the New Hampshire border. The Town Hall gandson the
northeestern half of a2.1-acrelot a the southwest comer of Centra and Library Streets, facing north onto
Library Street. Thislot overlooks thejunction of two gate highways, Route 97 (Central Street) and Route
133 (Andover Street), linking Georgetown to the neighboring towns of Rowley, Boxford, and Groveland.
Buih in 1905 and designed in the Colonia Revival style by the Boston architectura firm of Cooper and
Bailey, the building underwent a substantia rehabilitationin 1999-2000. Major character-defining
features (including roof, windowsand doors, clgpboard walls, trim dements, front porch and reer porte
cochere) were repaired or replaced, using historic photogrgphs and other documentation to guide the
work, 0 the building retains considerable integrity of design, if not al of itsorigina materials. The
highly visible and well-preserved Town Hall gopears to be ane of the few examples of Colonid Reviva
design inall of Georgetown.

The intersection of Central and Andover Streets hes long been associated with Georgetown's civic life,
dating back to the late 18* century when a one-room schoolhouse was built there. The Memorial Town
Hall, originaly congructed as a grammar school, was infact the third educationd building (and the
ssoond town hall) to be erected a or near thejuncture of Centrad and Andover. The areanorth and west of
the present Town Hall retains enough of its 19" century character to offer agood sense of what it looked
like when the grammar school building was congtructed in 1905. Adjacent surviving historic structures
include: the Gothic Reviva style First Congregationd Church (built 1874) on Andover Strest; its
neighbor, a Greek Revival housea 1 Andover Street; and six residentid structures exhibiting Greek
Revivd and Itdianate dements on either sde of Centrd Street. (Some of these buildings have been
consderably dtered.) Within the triangle formed by Central, Andover and Library Streets dands a
Soldier's Monument, erected in 1874 and dedicated to Georgetown's Civil War veterans. The Town
Hall's immediate neighbor to the west is a Gothic-style cottage, one of asaries of mostly 19* century
resdences lining this end of Andover Street.

The areato the eest and south of the present Town Hall, however, hes changed considerably since 1905.
Where oncewas a large open goace on the eedt Side of Centrd Street isnow a ges gation and the mid-20*
century Georgetown Shopping Center.  Directly south of the Town Hall on Centra Street is a Greek
Revivd residence, with only itsdoorway still intact, and another, more recent, commercid strip mall.
Southwest of the Town Hall isthe municipa public safety building, completed in 1988. Although this
building sharesthe Town Hall's lot, it is anon-contributing resource to this nomination.

(continued)



NPS Forn 1 1»-»00-> OMB Appnval No. 1024-6011
(«-M)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higtoric Places
Continuation Shet

MEMORL\L TOWN HALL
Section number_J Page " GEORGETOWN (ESSEX), MA

The Town Hall occupiesa prominent site and can be seen from some distance away, especidly when
gpproached from the north. Perched on asmall rise, the building is sat back approximately 100 feet from
Library Street and about 80 feet from Centra Street. The eegtern sde of the ot rises above the public
sdewdk dong Centrd Street: afiel dstoneretaining wall (ranging from about 2.5 to 4 feet tall), topped
with a 3-foot chain link fence, runsaong this eestern boundary line and curves around the northeest and
outheast comers. The chain link fence continues around the southem and western boundaries of thelot,
adso enclosing the adjacent town public safety building (which shares the lot with the Town Hall).
Deciduous trees and shrubslinethe eest, south and west property lines.

Two driveways lead uphill from Library Street,flankingthe building directly dong its eest and west
ddes A walkway mns perpendicularly between Library Street and the building's main entrance. To the
west of the walkway are a smdll paved parking lot, holding about seven cars, and anarrow strip of lawn.
Ead of the walkway is an expanse of doping lawnthat stretches around the sde of the building and down
to the retaining wall. A third driveway on Central Street provides aocess to the rear of the Town Hall ad
to the adjacent public safety building. Directly behind the Town Hall is ancther, larger parking lot. All
paving on the dite is agphdt; however, the accessble rear entrance has anew skirt of red brick pavers
outlined with granite.

A flagpol e bearing the American flag Sandsat the foot of the walkway neer Library Street, dong with a
wooden bench and asmdl granite marker.  The granite marker isinscribed: "Rene Gagnon Post #211,
American Legion, Georgetown, Mass, in Memory of Paul Meeder 1914-1998." (Paul Meeder, aloca
historian, was actively involvedin civic affairs as well as the American Legion; he was known as "Mr.
Georgetown." Gagnon was one of the five Marines photogrgphed raising the flag atop Iwo Jimas Mount
Suribachi.) Alsoin the front lawn, on the eest Sde of the walkway, Sands the only exterior sgnage on the
property: awooden sign approximately 5 feet tall, containing the words "Georgetown Town Offices,”
and the names of 17 specific municipal departments. At the bottom of the sign are the words, "Home of
Old Nancy," areference to a historic cannon displayed in the Town Hall [obby (currently in storage), and
"Gift of the Rene Gagnon Pog #211 American Legion."

Elements of the early Colonia Revival style found in Georgetown's Town Hall include: the two-story,
nearly square massing (9 bays of windows across its north and south facades, 8 bays acrossthe eest and
west); the hipped roof; the symmetrica fenestration, with a centered door in both north and south
eevations, and windowsaligning both horizontally and vertically; the accentuation of the front door with
a porch supported by dender columns, and the wood, true-divided-light, double-hung sash windowswith
multi-pane glazing in the upper saeh (8 lightsof tranducent "waffle" glassover 2 lights of clear glass).
The pedimented dormer over the main entrance was dso favored inthe early Colonial Reviva period
(before 1910). The use of symmetry extends to the building's interior plan, as well: both front (north) and
(continued)
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reer (south) entrances are dligned on axis in the ground floor plan, and four former dassrooms (two on
eech sde) flank the central hallway on both the first and second floors.

(Note: The Town Hall has undergone an extendve rehabilitation since 1999, and someof theinterior
work isstill being completed. The work was partially funded through a Massachusetts Preservation
Projects Fund grant, and supervised by the Massacusetts Historical Commission. During this project dll
ingppropriate late 20* century dterations were removed from the exterior, which was then restored and
repaired, with someorigina features replaced inkind. Historic photos, physica evidence and other
documentation guided thiswork. Aside from some dterations enhancing accessibility &t the reer of the
building, the exterior today closdy reseemblesitsorigina historic gopearance. Inside, dassooms have
been dtered for officeuss, and mechanica and circulation sysems have bean upgraded, but many
original interior dementsremain. In describing architectura features herein, all repairs, replacementsin
kind, painting, and dterations datefrom 1999-2000 unless otherwise noted.)

The hipped roof is covered innew dark gray date, matching the original color; copper downspouts are
aso new, and the original wooden gutters and roof drains were repaired or replaced inkind. Twotall,
broad, rectangular red brick chimneys rise on the eest and west roof dopes, perpendicular to Library
Stredt; these have been repaired and repointed. A square-shaped devator heedhouse, dso clad in brick,
hes recently been added to the south roof dopejust eest of center.

The exterior walls are sheethed in dgpboards, painted yellow, with wooden trim dements painted a
decper yellow. (These historic paint colors were determined through paint analysis) The building is very
smply trimmed with pairs of Tuscan pilasters a each of the building'sfour comersand aplain,
projecting cornice. What little other ornament exists on the building accentuatesthe front entrance, and a
porte cochere marks the reer entrance (se below). Two louvered meta vents (painted out to meatch the
walls) have been punched through the center right and center | eft of the north and south walls, between
the first and second floor windows. A subgtantia but simple belt course wraps around the building just
abovethe raised red brick foundation, recently repaired and repointed; the sillsare granite. The basament
windows (previoudy wood and vinyl), are vinyl replacements, applied flat muntins divide the frosted
glassintofour panes

The primary faBade (north), facing Library Street, isaranged into nine bays of windows, grouped in

threes on both the flrst and second floors. On the left and right Sdes of the faBade, al thewindows

(original, recently repaired) are 82 wood double hung seeh with tranducent "waffle" glassinthe upper

seehes and dear glassin the lower sashes Each window is surrounded with smple wood moldings, and a

continuous sill connects eech triplet. (All of the 82 windows on the building havetriple-track aluminum
(continued)
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gormyscreen windows, painted white, mounted in front of them.) Themiddle 3 bays project dightly from
the main block, framed by pairs of dender Tuscan pilasters and topped by a projecting pediment. All of
the windowstherein are d 0 original, and have recently been repaired. In the pediment itself, above the
comice, isaround "oell-de-boeuf (ox-eye)" window with elliptical tracery. At the second floor leve is a
triplet of wood double hung windows; the center window meatches the other 82 windows on the building,
while the two dim side windows are 4/1. Thesethree windows are framed with Tuscan pilasters on each
dde and smplelintes above; awood sill connects them. On the ground floor, on either side of the
doorway, are two more ox-eye windows, shaped as narrow ovals, with elliptical tracery.

An omamentd porch with aflat roof coversthe mainentrance. Thisporch was recently rebuilt with a
curved granite stoop, abrick floor, and four granite Seps; a new, smple wrought-iron railing curves up
dong both ddes of the porch steps. The denticulated porch comice is supported at itsfront comers by
Tuscan columns and by Tuscan pilagters where the porch roof medts the building. A pair of new
mehogany doors is recessad within the entryway; eech door hes a single recessed pand initsbottom half,
topped with awindow of clear glassdivided with exterior muntinsinto a pattem of three "X"s, one aop
another (this configuration was determined from historic photographs). An origina triple-light transom
with frosted glass is mounted over the doors (recently repaired and reglazed); the transom lights are eech
detailed with exterior muntin barsformingan "X."

The eedt elevation, facing Centra Street, and the west dlevation are identical. The windows on both the
ground and second floors are grouped in fourson either sde of ablank expansein thewall. Thewindow
configurations and surrounds are the same as on the main faBade, with each group of four connected by a
continuous sill. Other than the plain Tuscan comer pilasters, comice and beltcourse, no other
omamentation exists on either sde. Severd copper gutters stretch down both elevations, and a smple
iron fire escgpe covers the right-hand bay of windows on the west Sde, neer the reer of the building.

The south eevation faces the reaer parking lot; like the north elevation, it isdivided into nine bays of three
windows each. Thewindow configurations and surrounds are the same as dsawhere on the building,
with groups of three (connected by continuous sills) a the first and sscond floor levels placed to the right
and left of aprojecting center bay marking the reer entrance. This center bay projects gpproximately four
feet from the plane of thewall. Initscenter, between the first and second floors (illuminating public
restrooms on the landing of therear stairwell) isa&/2 wood double hung window, matched by similar
windowsin thewall on either sde of the projecting bay. (All three of these 6/2 windows have the same
tranducent and dear glassfound in the 82 windows dsawhere in the building.) No other windows

aopeer in the projecting bay.

(continued)
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At grade, a handicap-accessble entrance sits undernegth the projecting bay, shdtered by a porte-

cochere extending approximately 10 feet from the building. (Note the porte-cochere isflankedby parking
goeces and thus is no longer available to vehicles driving undemeeth it.) The porte-cochere hasfour
Tuscan columns (wood with granite bases) marking its comers, and anew flat agphdt roof. The new
single-leaf accessible rear door is mahogany and detailed to match the front doors. Whedchair accessis
provided a grade by meansof apaved brick skirt with granite trim, pitched to meet the threshhold of the
door; anew devator isavailablejust inddethe door. A previous, massve whedchair ramp hes been
removed.

Although the interior of the building hes been dtered to accommodate municipal office uses, the origina
architectural drawings by Cooper & Bailey indicate that the building'sfloor plan remains largely intact on
the first and second floors. The basament level housad the children's playrooms and toilets, (one each for
boys and girls), dong with a boiler room, two fumace rooms, and afuel room. Onthe first floor were
four dassrooms, each with its own cloakroom and closet, aranged two by two on either side of a centra
hdlway. Stairwelswere provided a both the front and reer of the building; off the reer stairwell,
between the first and second floors, was the principal's office. The second floor layout was identical to
that of the first floor.

The large chimneys accommodated an extensive heating and ventilation system that provided both fresh
and warm air throughout the entire building. Four hesters and a boiler were ingtalled in the basament;
nine separatefl ueswere built into the base of each of the massve chimney sacks to distribute air and
heset to the dassrooms and hallways above, and to ventilate the toilets and fumaces. (Only five of these
flues actually reach to the top of each chimney). Nothing inthe original drawings indicates that this
sysgem was particularly innovative, but prior to 1905 Georgetown schools routinely lacked adequete light,
heet, and fresh air (see Section 8), 0 the fact that such a sysem was provided in this building was
something of an innovationin the town.

Today, upon entering thefi-ontdoor of the Town Hall, one comesinto a samdl entrance hall facing a
stairwell. Onthe left dde of the stairwell, a flight of airs leeds down to the basemant which contains
gorage rooms, public retrooms and asafe; on the right, afew sepslead up to the main lobby. Flanking
the lobby are four former dassooms, now subdivided for office use Each dassroom gppeers to have had
two doors, and a leest four of the origina doors (dark vamished wood with a square panel undemeeth a
large dear glasslight) remain, dthough all the doors have been fitted with accessble hardware. All of

the offices have had wood-framed customer-service windows cut into their lobby walls. At the back of the
building isanew enclosure for the rear stairwell (including an accessible door), with the new devator to
itsleft.

(continued)
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Continuing up the front stairwell to the second floor, the configuration of rooms is nearly identica to that
on the ground floor, except that some of fi ce goace continues behind the stairwell, at the front of the
building. At leest four of the origina dassroom doors have been retained, and customer service windows
have been cut into the hallway walls of the two former dassooms a the front of the building. At the back
of the building, again, isanew enclosure for the reer stairwell and the new devator. Inthe rear stairwell
a this level, arebuilt flight of stairs leads up to the unfinished attic (fitted with a new accessble door,
dthough the devator doesnot reech the attic). Alsoin the rear stairwell, public restrooms are stuated of f
the landing between floors (overlooking the porte-cochere and parking lot).

Many origina details survive indde, including door surrounds, severd dassroom doors, waihscotting,
picture rails, and ceiling moldings.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sitesare located on the Town Hall property, it ispossble that sites are present. Two
dtesare recorded inthe generd area(within one mile). Environmenta characteristics of the property
represent severd locational criteria (dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands), that are favorable
indicators for prehistoric stes. The property is located within 1000 feet of wetlands including asmdl
pond and swampland within the Parker River drainage. Land surfaces on the property range from
relatively leve to doping, creating the small rise on which the Town Hall islocated. Well drained soils
are dso presant, however, ledge, which may inhibit drainage, was dso common prior to leveling of thelot
for congtruction of the Centra High School and Town Hall in 1855-56. The presence of ledge might dso
indicate the potentia for lithic source areesand rock shdter Steson the property prior to blasting of the
ledge and building constmction. Given the above information, the potential for the recovery of
prehistoric resources on the nominated property islow. Blasting of ledge on the property and subssquent
congruction of the 1856 High School and Town Hall and present structure have impacted any prehistoric
resourcesthat may have been present on the property.

A moderateto high potential exigts for locating historic archaeologica  resources on the nominated
property. A medtinghouse was present on the parcd prior to preparaion of the ste for constmction of the
Centrd High School and TownHall. Stmctura evidence of the meetinghouse foundation, outbuildings
and evidence of occupational related features may have survived after the mestinghouse was moved,
however, blasting and grading of the site prior to constmction of the High School and Town Hall would
have impacted any historic resourcesthat predated 1855. Structural evidence may survive from the High
School and Town Hall that bumed to the ground in 1898.

(end)
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Memoria Town Hall, originally congmcted as the Georgetown Central School in 1905, isawell
pressrved Colonia Revival smcture designed by the Boston architecturd firm of Cooper and Bailey.
Prominently stuated on Library Street, on arise overlooking the intersection of two major thoroughfares,
Andover and Central Streets, the Central School was the third educational and civic ssmcture to be built a
this intersection since the late 18* century. Converted to municipa officeuse in 1974, and fully
rehabilitated in 1999-2000, it retains mogt of its exterior and many of its interior historic architectura
dements. Asaleading public building that hes played an integrd role in Georgetown's socidl,

educationa and political history for nearly acentury, and awell-preserved example of aColonial Reviva
institutional property. Memorial Town Hall retains integrity of location, design, setting, materids, feeling
and association, and fiilfius the National Regigter criteriaA and C onthe local level.

Georgetown isarura community located in Essex County in northeestern Massachusetts. The first
English settlersarrived in this areain 1639, after purchasng alarge land grant north of Ipswich. (Today
five towns occupy this land grant: Rowley, Georgetown, Byfield, Groveland and Boxford.) The settlers
established a smal community in the eestern portion of this land grant, and dedicated the wedtern aress to
common grazing land. They named their new settlement Rowley, after their hometown in Y orkshire. In
1669, one John Spofford moved westward severd miles away from the village of Rowley; other families
followed Spofford, and together they established acommunity called New Rowley. By 1731, New
Rowley was recognized as a sgparate parish within the town of Rowley.

The first New Rowley schoolhouse was buih in 1739; two other schoolhouses hed opened by 1753, by
which time a curriculum was available to both boys and girls (dthough girlswere only taught reading,
spdling and sewing). Sometime before 1795, a schoolhouse was congtructed a what is now thejunction
of Central and Andover Streets. Known as the Centre Schoolhouse, it gopearson an 1830 mep of the
Town of Rowley, dong with six other schoolhouses serving various parts of the New Rowley Parish. All
of these schoolhouses had only one room, and most were approximately 20 feet longand 16 feet wide.
(Today, only one still survives. School #3 was rdocated in 1984 to the site of the Captain Samud
Brocklebank House, a musaum operated by the Georgetown Historical Society. School #3 hes been
preserved and maintained by the town's Historical Commission.)

The 1830 magp dso indicates that of Rowley's 312 dwelling houses, over 100 of them stood in New

Rowley, which was growing into a center of the tanning and shoe manufacturing industries. By 1838,

about 1,500 people (representing approximately two-thirds of Rowley'stotal population) lived in New

Rowley. That year. New Rowley successfully petitioned the Massachusetts Generd Assembly to
(continued)
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incorporate as a sgparaetown, and was shortly renamed Georgetown. Itsform of government, the town
mesting and an dected Board of Sdectmen, persststo this day.

Over the next decade, Georgetown continued to grow: the shoe industry prospered, and other new
busnesseswere introduced, including ice cutting and the manufacture of wooden furniture, crates, and
caskets. Town medtings, initially conducted a alocal hotel or in the upper portion of a residentia
dwelling, soon outgrew the capacity of these small facilities. Meanwhile, in 1840 the Centre Schoolhouse
had been demolished. Although seven other one-room schools continued to operate, they too were
increasingly unable to copewith aburgeoning school-age population, or with agrowing nationa trend
toward teaching more advanced subjects to older sudents. By the early 1850s some residents had begun
to advocate for Georgetown to establish its first high school.

A proposd to congruct a suitable building for both town government and high school purposeswas
introduced a the Annual Town Mestings of 1852, 1853 and 1854, and defeated each time (apparently by
resdentsin outlying areesunwilling to bear the expense). Finally, the project was approved in 1855. A
Ste was chosen on top of arise a the comer of Library and Centrad Streets, perhgps 200 feet south of
where the previous Centre Schoolhouse had stood. (The new site waas dready occupied by a
mestinghouse, which was rdocated dsawhere on Centra Street and turned it into aresidence; it still
dandstoday.) After the granite ledge on the hilltop was blagted to the proper level for new construction,
building commenced in August 1855 and, in Septamber 1856, the new Centra High School and Town
Hall (dso cdled Town House) was completed. The high school occupied the first floor, and town offices
the second.

An 1887 mgp of Georgetown shows the High School and Town Hall a the bese of "Central Square” a
triangle formed by the intersection of Central, Andover and Library Streets. In the middle of this triangle,
on the dte of the original Centre Schoolhouse, stood a Civil War memorid (erected 1874, still standing).
On Library Street, perhgps 200 feet eedt of Central Street, was the town's public library (erected 1866);
two churches good on the Andover Street Sde of thetriangle. Centra Square was only one block south

of the heart of Georgetown's central busnessdistrict, and clearlyfianctionedas acivic center of town.

On the night of December 14, 1898, the High School and Town Hall bumed to the ground. The fire,
goaked by afaulty chimney, was fortunately contained to the one building, and no humen losseswere
audained. The weekly Georgetown Advocate, reporting the fire two days later, moumed atme lossto the
community:

(continued)
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The Town Hall of Georgetown, to this town what the Formm was to the ancient Romans,
the place where her sonshave met year after year to discussthe questions which have
from timeto time been before the public; where hundreds have assambled to listen to the
famous gpeekers of half acentury; where many received their diplomas a the annud
commencemeant of the Georgetown High Schoal; in short, the focus of all thevaried
interests of the town, isno more.

Like all public property in Georgetown a the time, the building was not insured, and its losswas vaued
a $12,000, adevagtating blow to the town's finances. High school dasses (about 50 sSudentsingrades 9
through 12) were temporarily relocated to the Centrd Fire Station on Middle Street, while the town
offices moved into an East Main Street |ocation.

At the Annual Town Mesting of March 1899, voters established acommittee "to investigate thewhole
matter of erecting a new Town Housg, s to the needsof the town and the gpproximate cogt of plans that
may be proposed.” But Georgetown faced not only the nead to rebuild its high schoal and town hall, but
dsotwo other problems that could potentialy place significantfi nancial demands on the town: the
deteriorated and unhygienic condition of Georgetown's one-room schoolhouses, which were
overcrowded, poorly ventilated, poorly heated, and poorly lit; and the need for anew home for the
Pesbody Library, which hed far outgrown itsorigina structure on Library Street. (Building conditions in
the town's seven schoal districts were dready a serious problem by 1898, when anew date law required
all Massachusdtts children aged 7-14 to atend school during the entire schoal year.) Public debate about
how to resolve these four problems (the town hall, the high schooal, the other schoals, and the library)
continued over the next ten years.

The high schoal situation was the first to be resolved, through the generosity of along decessed local
businessman, John Perley (died 1860). Perley's will had established atmst for the purposes of
congtructing a"free school" in Georgetown. By the time of the high schoadl fire, the Perley trust hed
grown sufficiently to endow the free school and pay for its constmction. In early 1899 the Georgetown
Advocate suggested, as cost-saving meesures that the Perley Free Schodl should take in the public high
schoal, and that the Pegbody Library should be moved to the site of the former Town House, whereiit
might be expanded to dso function as atown hall. The Trugtees of the Perley Free School agreed to
"adopt" the public high school, and a the Annual Town Mesting of March 1899 voters gpproved the
proposa. At that same medting, they dsotabled the suggestion about moving the library, and ingeed
requested a feasibility study for building anew town hall. Town meetings, meanwhile, were held in
Library Hall (the original Pegbody Library building).

(continued)
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At the Annual Town Meseting of March 1900, voters decided that a new town hall should be built at a cogt
not to excead $15,000. (The question of the library was not discussed.) Two months later, a a Specid
Town Mesting, the Building Committee reported theat it had asked two architectura firms to submit
proposas for atown hall. The proposa by Cooper & Bailey of Boston found favor with amajority of the
committee, but voters deferred any further action on the project to the next year'stown meting.

By September 1900 the Perley Free School had opened, enrolling dong with its own pupils Georgetown's
public school sudents ingrades 10-12. Ninth graderswere squeezed into the back room of one of the
grammar schoals, making abad situation there even worse. (Ten schoolhouses, nine of which still had
only one room, enrolled atotal of 359 sudentsin 1900.) The Superintendent of Schools annud report of
1900 lamented that "the 9* grade isnow located inaroom 20 feet by 17 feet by 10feet. Thisroom was
built originally for little children and was never suitable even for them." He observed with fiirther darm
that inall the schoadls, the students hedth as well as their ability and willingness to learn had noticegbly
declined, as had their teachers welfare and morade. The Superintendent strongly urged that the money
saved by privatization of the high school should be put toward the constmction of asingle, centra school
building to servedl the town'schildren.

At the Annua Town Meseting in March 1901 voters decided to indefinitely postpone a decision about a
new Town Hall. No reason was noted in the megting minutes, but clearly the situation with the schools
had become a greeter priority, because the voters dso established a committee to investigate the condition
of all the schoal buildingsand to ascertain the nesdsof all seven schoal districts. The following year's
mesting in March 1902 established another commiittee "to consder the question of abandonment of the
present schoolhouses, the erection of anew building near the center of the population, and the
trangportation of the children from the outskirtsto the center of thetown." At the next year's meeting in
March 1903, this committee's request for ancther year to complete its work was granted.

Between March 1904 and January 1905, Georgetown held nine town medtings relative to the questions of
building anew centra school and library. (Thisisespecidly notable giventhe relatively dow pece a
which the issueshad progressed to date) At the March 7 Annual Town Mesting, voters gpproved the
consolidation of the town's seven schoadl digtricts, and the constmction of "a suitable eight-room building
for the use of the consolidated schools on the old Town House lot, a acogt not to exceed $20,000."
Voters gpparently concerned about the cogt of both the new school and library subsequently called three
Specid Town Meetings inMarch, May and August 1904 in an attempt to rescind the approvd of the
projects, these efforts al failed. Finally, on Sgptember 22, 1904, the comerstone of the new Centrd
School Building was laid on the old Town House lot. (Town records noted, without explanation, that no
public ceremony was held, perhgps due to the controversy surrounding the project.) Constmction
(continued)
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proceeded into the fall and winter of 1904, but the controversy continued, fueled by new alegations of
financial misconduct relative to the awarding of building contracts. Five more Specid Town Mestings
held between October and December reveded some townspeople's ongoing suspicions of both the school
and library projects. Architect E.S. Bailey sooke briefly a a meeting on December 27, but no details of
histestimony were recorded.

After nine public megtings in ten months, locd residents had gpparently resolved all of their concems
about the Centra School constmction. At the next Annual Town Meeting on March 6, 1905, voters
authorized the Building Committee to take from the existing schoolhousesall desks and furnishings that
could be reusad in the new school. At a Specid Town Meeting on June 6, 1905, voters accepted the
Centrd Schooal as built, and authorized the purchase of insurance for it in the amount of $15,000. The
Central School opened itsdoors for the school yeer theat fall.

Meanwhile, the issue of anew town hall, dormant for severd years, came to light again in 1905 when, a
a Specid Town Mesting on June 6, voters gpproved the constmction of avault for town records in the
"Brick Schoolhouse," one of the recently abandoned old schools. (It was subsequently discovered that
thiswould be too costly, 30 town records were ingead sent to the Georgetown National Bank for storage))
At the Annual Town Meeting of March 1906, the town set up acommitteeto invegtigate the possibility of
converting either the Brick Schoolhouse or the origina Library Hall into atown hall. At Town Meeting
the following year, voters approved the adgptation of the old library building for town hall purposes.
Library Hall hosted town mestings until it was demolished in the 1930s after that, other goaces sarved the
town's nesdsuntil the early 1970s.

The architectural firm of Cooper & Bailey practiced in Boston from 1899 to 1914. Frank Irving Cooper
joined the partnership of Elmer Smith Bailey and William George Kerr in 1898; Kerr apparently |eft the
partnership shortly thereafter. The Mass. Historical Commission's satewide index of architects lists
Elmer S Bailey as the architect of the Horace Mann Primary Schoadl in Amesbury, and d<o lists Cooper
& Bailey as architects of the Pegbody Library (1907) in Georgetown. Curioudly, very little other
information about Bailey was found: hisnameislisted in two other indices of local architects a the
Boston Public Library, but only in connection with Kerr, and later Cooper & Bailey. Furthermore, no
fiirther information about the firm's work was discovered outside of Georgetown town records, which
indicate that Cooper & Bailey were initially hired in 1900 to design the Centrd School, and sarved asits
architects through a least the end of 1904. Stranger still, Frank Irving Cooper's entry in Withey's
Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deoessed) does not even mention his partnership with
Bailey: Withey states that Cooper practiced independently in Boston from 1892 to 1914.

(continued)
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Frank Irving Cooper made his reputation as a school architect. Bom in Taunton, Mass. in 1867, Cooper
began studying architecture a the age of 19 under H.H. Richardson in Boston. He dso trained with
Bogton architects Henry Van Bmnt and Shepley, Ruttan and Coolidge. In 1890 he went to Fittsburgh to
design anumber of industria buildingsfor George Westinghouse, including the Standard Underground
Cable Company and the Centra Electric Lighting Company Works. A commission to design the Bristol
County Courthouse in Taunton brought Cooper back to Massachusettsin 1892, After his partnership with
Bailey dissolved in 1914, he formed the Frank |. Cooper Corporation, and during the next two decadeshe
specidized indesigning public and educationd buildings, including over 200 schools. Inaddition to the
Centra Schoadl in Georgetown, among his other works are the Medford, Mass. Public Library, the
Ashbumham, Mass. Town Hall, Clark Pathological Laboratory a Amhergt College, and high schodlsin
Massachusetts, Connecticut, Rhode Idand, Vermont, and New Hampshire. With his expertise in school
design. Cooper served on Boards of Education invarious cities, and dso sarved as amember of the
Bogton City Planning Commission. Hedied in October 1933.

In both its exterior design and itsinterior plan, the Town Hall exhibits many dements of the Colonia
Revivd style, which wasjust coming into vogue in Americawhen Frank Irving Cooper began to study
and practice architecture in 1886. After the United States cdebrated its centennid in 1876 and Americans
became increasingly fascinated with their own history, agrowing trend in architecture was to sk
inspiration in European design traditions as adgpted in Colonial America. Between 1830 and 1940, the
term "Colonial Revival" cameto refer to architectura formsand details taken from English and Dutch
precedents. Cooper's 15year partnership with Elmer S Bailey coincided with the early period of
Colonia Revival, when 18* century precedentswere rather freely interpreted. The popularity of the style
for both residential and public buildingslikely influenced Cooper & Bailey'sdesign choice for
Georgetown's Centra School, but that choice may dso have conscioudy acknowledged the building's
place in Georgetown's history of public education, which stretched back to the Colonia era The school
building's 2-gtory massing, interior layout of eight dassrooms (all with numerous windows to provide
light and fresh air), and centra heating, aso symbolized the modernization of Georgetown's educationa
sysem: the consolidation of many one-room neighborhood schoolhouses into a single schoal serving al
the dementary and middle grades.

The Central School housed grades 19 until 1919, when thejunior high school rdocated to the Perley Free
Schooal. Ironically, in 1935 that school dso suffered afire, and during the time of its reconstmction all
dassssfor grades 1-12 were held in the Central School. The Town took back the managemant of the
junior high and high schoals in 1936 when the renamed Perley High Schoadl reopened. Asthe 20* century
progressed, Georgetown's school-age population eventually outgrew the Central School. 1n 1951, anew
grade schoaol was congmcted neer the Perley High School; ten years later, anew Georgetown junior and

(continued)
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senior High School was built on Winter Street; and finally in 1972, the Penn Brook Middle School
opened, as did the town's first public kindergarten.

The Centrd Schoal, no longer needed as an educationd facility, was converted to municipa officesin
1974. Renamed Memorial Town Hall in honor of the late Fred Tme, alocal resident who gave many
decades of volunteer service to the town, it has remained in public use ever since. (Mr. Tme's name,
dong with the names of other dedicated town servants, isinscribed in aplague mounted inside the
building.) Despite somedlterations, the interior layout hes survived largely intact, and original details
auch as interior doors, wainscotting, and moldings are still visible.

The Palice Department occupied the Town Hall basament from 1975-1988, and during that time built
holding cells a the front of the building, blocked up some windows, and added a Sde entrance; these
changes have since been removed. (A new public safety building for both the Police and Fire
Departments was completed behind the Town Hall in 1988) The basament is currently being renovated.
An historic cannon, dubbed "Old Nancy," formerly displayed on areplica of asaling ship'sdeck in the
Town Hall l1obby, is currently in storage, but is expected to be put back on display in the basement once
renovations there are finished.

In 1999 the Town received a Massachusetts Presarvation Projects Fund grant to hel pfinancea major
rehabilitation project for the Town Hall, now nearly completed. The Massachusetts Historical
Commission hes gpproved all work done on the building to date under the MPPF grant. By meensof a
preservation restriction recorded in August 1999 by the Town of Georgetown inthe Essex County
Registry of Deeds, the Town hes agreed to maintain and preserve the historic architectura features of the
building.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potentia to contribute information on
educationa and civic patterns of land use that characterized thejuncture of Andover and Central Streets
during the 19* century. At leedt three educationd buildingsand two town halls have been constmicted in
that area. Additional historical research and archaeologica testing can help document the date of
constmction and techniques usd in building the earlier medtinghouse.  Similar research may dso
contribute information relating to architectural detainsfor the megtinghouse and later Centra High
School and Town Hall (1856) that bumed in 1898. Detaled andysis of the contents from any
occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assodated with the medtinghouse may dso
contribute important social, cultural and economic information on the inhabitants of Georgetown.
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GEOGRAFHICAL DATA

Verba Boundary Description:

The Centra School/Memoria Town Hall occupies the northeastern half of Lot 58, a the southwest comer
of Library and Central Streets, as shown onthe Town of Georgetown Assessor's Map numbered 11A (see
copy attached, with the property outlined).

Boundary Justification:

The boundaries of Lot 58 are shown on the Town of Georgetown Assessor's Maps numbered 5A, OB

and 1 1A, surveyed in 1965. The boundary includes the entire parcd of land on which the building now
dands.
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LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographs taken in February 2001 by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh, consultant to the Mass. Historical
Commission. Negatives in possesson of M.H.C.

1. Exterior, north and east elevations, cameara facing southwest.
2. Exterior, eest and south elevations, camera facing northwest.
3. Exterior, south and west devations, cameara facing northeest.

4. Exterior, public safety building (non-contributing), north and east elevations; camera facing southwest.
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William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

July 9, 2001

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Memorial Town Hall, 1 Library Street, Georgetown (Essex), MA

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and has bean signed by the
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meating and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg N
Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission
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