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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

There are few nineteenth century hotels remaining in South Dakota, especially of
the clapboard type. In fact, the Harney Peak Hotel of Hill City may be the last example
of this kind that remains. Not only is the building significant architecturally but
it is one of the former showplace hotels in the Black Hills during the gold rush and
territorial years. For these reasons and because the building remains in such a well
preserved condition, it should be Tisted in the National Register.

The early history of the hotel is sketchy because of lack of records, but apparently
a man named McClure was its first operator. During the early 1890's, it became one of
the Black Hills'showplaces because the railread arrived here in 1891 and the big tin
strike allowed the English Harney Peak Company to employ over four hundred peaple.
Zachary Taylor operated the hotel during 1902 when fire threatened the establishment.

In 1912 the Pahasapa Mining Company sold the hotel to Eugene Little for $5,000.
He ran it for twenty-two years. R. L. Hawkridge purchased the inn in 1934 and Mrs.
Evelyn Rowdin,in 1940. Mr. and Mrs. Johnson were the last owners until the Harney

- Peak Company bought it.

Harney Peak Hotel has served guests for over eighty-eight years, including 200 tin
miners in the 1890's and CCC employees in the '30's. Today, the hotel is gradually
being turned into a rooming house, but the most important aspect is that it remains
exteriorly much as it did in 1888.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Tocation of Harney Peak. Hotel is Hill City which is in the central Black Hills.
It has remained on this corner lot overlooking the town's main street since its con-
struction in 1888. The two story structure has retained almost all of its original
exterior appearance. '

The auter walls consist of brown painted clapboard with green trim which is remi-
niscent of the color schemes used during the later nineteenth century. Because of its
U-shaped design, there is a courtyard that several back doors and stairways lead to.

The reason for the courtyard was because the pump out back was the hotel's main water
supply. The front facade's most attractive feature is a two story veranda with square
supports and an X-patterned railing. Most of the windows are rectangular in shape, have
lintel and slipsill surrounds, and are double hung with either two or four sash division.
The openings on each side of the door are grouped in threes. The entrance is a corner
door with double doors and transom. The front facade features three other entrances
including a door to the second story balcony which is covered by a gable roof.

The only major changes are the use of tin on the roof and concrete blocks as
supports for the veranda. Also, the present owners have been remodeling some of the
fifty rooms and portions of the lobby and dining area. However, the hotel still conveys
more of what a nineteenth century clapboard hotel on the western frontier looked like
than any other in South Dakota.
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