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1. Name
historic Rntighan Hall
and/or common Same

2. Location

street & number 15218 City Sq;in N~noX for publication
1
city, town Boston (Charlestown) A~[n vicinity of congressional district Eighth
I
state Massachusetts code 025 county Suffolk code 025
3. Ciassification
Category Ownership Status PresentUse
district public occupied agriculture museum
A building(s) ~  private A unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object in process y yes: restricted government scientific
being considered yes: unrestricted Industrial transportation
no military other: VACANT

4. Owner of Property

name Park Street Trust c/o Cordell Engineering, Inc.
street & number 210 Broadway
city, town Everett A A yicinity of state M assachusetts 02149

5. Location ofLegal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Registry of Deeds Suffolk County Courthouse

Street & number Pemberton Square

. Massachusetts
city, town Bos ton state

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth of M assachusetts

title hes this property bean determined eegible? yes X no
date April, 1980 federal X state county local
depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

city, town Bost on state Massachusetts 02108



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated A unaltered X original site
1 good ruins altered moved  date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Roughan Hall i s located i nCify Square, the gateway t o Charlestown from Boston
Proper ", | ti sacross Main Street from the Town Hill Historic District (NR-1970),
and i s a short distance from the Charlestown Navy Yard, hone of the USS
Constitution (NR-1966). The area surrounding thebuilding i s characterized by

m xed residential, commercial, municipal, and institutional wuse and t he Hi ghway
Interch=ange system of Interstates 93 and 95.

Roughan Hall i s a four-story, plus truss-level, flat-roofed masonry structure, built
in two stages i n 1892 and 1896. | ti sbuilt of New Jersey buff brick and its design
shows Renai ssance Revival and Romanesque Revival influences. The two dressed
facades border on City Square and Park Street. The building's irregular planre-
flects site boundaries: seventy-five feet on City Square, one hundred and seventeen
feet on Park Street and forty-six feet on Roughans Wy (the alley). I'ts seventy-
two foot height and imposingly formal and monumental appearance nake it thekey
structure i nCity Square. | ti stheonly remaining 19thcentury building i n the
Square.

Five bays wide, the Park Street facade remains basically wunaltered and symmetrical.

Mol ded string courses of limestone above thefirst and third floors divide the
facade according to function-ground floor shops, second and third story offices,

and fourth story hall. W ndows are treated with a vertical emphasis and are regu-
larly spaced. Second and third floor windows, with splayed brick lintels, areal-
ternately articulatedwith two-story flat-arched tanterra cotta and patterned brick
surrounds. These are surmounted on the fourth floor by tall round arches with terr?
cotta surrounds enclosing wi ndows divided by heavy wooden tracery into two arched
lights and an oculus. A rather flat corbelled cornice i s supported by a round-
arched arcaded corbel table, with an oculus set i neach fourth arch. Storefronts

have been obscured but retain their original cast iron Corinthian columns.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture, religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art X engineering music humanitarian
_X_ 1800-1899 y commerce exploration/settlement . philosophy theater
1900- communications industry . politics/government transportation
Invention ot her (specify)
Specific dates 1892 and 1896 Bui | der/ Archi tect m\u,ranl-l& \élrg%lk’, 'Agu?” Idte$(S:L

St at enent of Significance (in one paragraph) |

Foughan Hal | possesses integrity of [ocation, design, setting, mterials, and worknanship and is 1
an outstandi ng exanpl e of mxed-tase, (retail, connercial and private halls) building designin 1
the Boston area. Built in 1892, with an 18% additiai, i tis a fine exanple of late Italian
Renai ssance revival vemacul ar cannercial architecture. | tisone of the few remaining 19th cen-
tury "Halls" inBoston, and the only remaining 19th century building frontingon City Square. For
these reasons, the building meets criterion C |
Foxj ghan Hal | was designed by Arthur H Vinal, and constructed by the firmof Donovan and Brock |
for M chael Roughan, a prom nent btisinessman and philanthropist in Charlestown. Arthur H Vinal
(1855-1923?], wo was the municipal architect for the city of Boston inthe 1890's, began his
career with the w dely-known architectural firmof Peabo*” and Steams, and inhis early twenties
started his oam practice inPeniaerton Sj:iare. H was wel | -known for nunerous public, institution-
al, and residential ccranissionsin Boston and the Nw England area. H is best known for the
| odge at the base of the Bunker Hill Mnunent, (I\R-1966?, the Robert B BrighamHospital, the Fire
Station (1884;, and the Police Station (1884 oa Boylston near Hereford (now the Institute of Gn-
tenporary Art) Back Bay District (NR1973), and the (pera Houses at Barigor and Augusta, Maine. |
|
City Square, known as the "Market Place" in 1640, ws Charlestown's original connercial center.
By 1892, itwas the site of the Courthouse, the Town Hall, several banks, and a hotel, as wel | as
TiuneEom' shops. Wien Rotjghan Hal | first opened, storefronts lined Park and Main Streets and al |
of dtzy Square. Therewere originally four street |evel stores in Roughan Hall; the City Square |
occupants were the Charlestown Real Estate Agency and D J. Griffin-Hatter. In 1897, the Roughan |
Liquor Store occt:pied the new street |evel space in the addition. The basenent of Roughan Hall |
housed three bow ing all e?/s, public bathroons, billiard and pool tables, and a hair dressing
departnent. |he second floor contained offices and cltibrocins. The txdrd floor was occupied by
Bunker Hill Council, Knights of Qlunibtjs, and inclxided a 'handsone society hall and stiite of

rooms. " el 0.

The main "Hall" on the fovirth floor, a two-story open space, with a nezzanine on the City Square
end and a stage on the opposite end, vas nade possible by tosing a "fancy" Howe Truss systemto
sxipport the roof. The Howe Truss, losingwood and steel to their best advantage, permts a free
span of nearly 50 feet inthe hall below In this application, the diagonal wood neniers sl ope the
saneway inelther half of the truss, acting i n conpression, with the vertical steel nenbers acting
in tension. The rmusual feature inthis systemis the replacenent of the center-panel X-brace
with a "Straining Beam" vhich allows an open passageway through the tnsses.

Ihe original Hal |, xxsed as a dancing a?artment and lecture room was elaborately decorated. There
were si x nassive plate-glass mrrors, framed ingilt along the walls and two heroic figures of
musi ¢ and dance painted on panel s by tvjo xnknown Gernan artists. "The frescoing (was) of the
richest possible description, and was done under the directionof Assistant St:perintendent of
Public Buildings, JohnH O Neil,"! Athough in disrepair, noldings, mrror firames, the figure

of dance on one panel and fragnents of ceiling nedallions and other plaster work, are still intact.
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
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wrr
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
[IIIIIl m | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

February 23, 1982

Ms. Carol Shull

Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Dept. of the Interior

Washington, D.C. 20243

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nation fornms;

F Boston: Roughan Hall (local)
F Brockton: Curtis Building (local)
Gol dthwaite Block (local)
Howard Bl ock (local)
Lyrman Bl ock (local)
Little Red School house (local)
Chatham Ni cherson Honestead (local)
Gl oucester: George 0. Stacy House (local)
Lawr ence: G eason Building (local)
North Brookfield: Ganp Atwater (state)
Plymouth: Sgt. W Illiam Harlow Fam |y Hormestead (local)
Ware: Otis Conpany Mill #1 (local)

All were voted eligible by theState Review Board at their January 1981
and February 1981 nmeeings, but thenom nation forms have been held at
Massachusetts Historic Conmmi ssion pending thepublication of new
National Register regulations. | naccordance, 36CFR60.6h, of the
11/16/81 National Register regulations® ownership has been verified,

and owners have been given at |east 30 days t ocomment on t he intent

to nominate their properties. Al |l comments areincluded as part of
this subm ssion.

Sincerely,

CandaceCjenkMis
RegistraO”y Director

CJamf



ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER F H STAR C ALAES
STATE MSSACHEETTS
APRL 15, 1982

Date Entered
Nane Locat i on
First Baptist Church in Newon Newt on
M ddl esex Gounty

han Hal | Bost on ( Char | est own)

g Suffolk Gounty
Notified
Honorabl e Barney Frank State Historic Preservation O ficer
Honorabl e Thonas P O Neil |, Jr, Ms. Patricia L Véslowski
Honor abl e Eovard M _Kennedy Executive Director, Mssachusetts
Honorable Paul E  Tsongas H storical Conmassion
. _ _ 294 Vdshington Street

Md-Atlantic Regional Office, NS Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

North Atlantic Regional Office, NS

For further information, please call theNational Register at (202) 272-350A



