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1. Name 

For HCRS use only 

MAR 181 received 

date enteri 

historic Rntighan H a l l 

and/or common Same 

2. Location 
street & number 1 5 ^ 1 8 C i t y Sq;i^ N ^ n o X for publication 

city, town B o s t o n ( C h a r l e s t o w n ) ^ [ n vicinity of congressional district 

1 

E i g h t h 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 

I 

0 2 5 county S u f f o l k code 025 

3. Ciassif ication 
Category Ownersh ip 

district public 
^ building(s) ^ private 

structure both 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on 
object in process 

being considered 

Status 
occupied 

^ unoccupied 
work in progress 

Access ib le 
y yes: restricted 

yes: unrestricted 
no 

Present Use 
agriculture 
commercial 
educational 
entertainment 
government 
Industrial 
military 

museum 
park 
private residence 
religious 
scientific 
transportation 
other: VACANT 

4. Owner of Property 

name P a r k S t r e e t T r u s t c / o C o r d e l l E n g i n e e r i n g , I n c . 

street & number 2 1 0 B r o a d w a y 

city, town E v e r e t t ^ ^ vicinity of state Massachuse t t s 02149 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. R e g i s t r y o f Deeds S u f f o l k County Cour thouse 

street & number Pemberton Square 

city, town Bos t o n 
state 

Massachusetts 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f the H i s t o r i c Asse t s o f the Commonwealth o f Massachuse t t s 

title has this property been determined elegible? yes x no 

date A p r i l , 19 80 federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 



7. Description 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated ^ unaltered X original site 

?L good ruins altered moved date 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Roughan H a l l i s l o c a t e d i n C i f y Square, the gateway t o Charlestown from Boston 
Proper^, I t i s across Main S t r e e t from the Town H i l l H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t (NR-1970), 
and i s a s h o r t d i s t a n c e from the Charlestown Navy Yard, home of the USS 
C o n s t i t u t i o n (NR-1966). The area s u r r o u n d i n g the b u i l d i n g i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by 
mixed r e s i d e n t i a l , commercial, m u n i c i p a l , and i n s t i t u t i o n a l use and the Highway 
Interch=ange system of I n t e r s t a t e s 93 and 95. 

Roughan H a l l i s a f o u r - s t o r y , p l u s t r u s s - l e v e l , f l a t - r o o f e d masonry s t r u c t u r e , b u i l t 
i n two stages i n 1892 and 1896. I t i s b u i l t of New Jersey b u f f b r i c k and i t s design 
shows Renaissance R e v i v a l and Romanesque R e v i v a l i n f l u e n c e s . The two dressed 
facades border on C i t y Square and Park S t r e e t . The b u i l d i n g ' s i r r e g u l a r p l a n r e ­
f l e c t s s i t e b o u n d a r i e s : s e v e n t y - f i v e f e e t on C i t y Square, one hundred and seventeen 
f e e t on Park S t r e e t and f o r t y - s i x f e e t on Roughans Way ( t h e a l l e y ) . I t s seventy-
two f o o t h e i g h t and i m p o s i n g l y f o r m a l and monumental appearance make i t the key 
s t r u c t u r e i n C i t y Square. I t i s the o n l y r e m a i n i n g 19th c e n t u r y b u i l d i n g i n the 
Square. 

F i v e bays wide, the Park S t r e e t facade remains b a s i c a l l y u n a l t e r e d and s y m m e t r i c a l . 
Molded s t r i n g courses of l i m e s t o n e above the f i r s t and t h i r d f l o o r s d i v i d e the 
facade a c c o r d i n g t o f u n c t i o n - g r o u n d f l o o r shops, second and t h i r d s t o r y o f f i c e s , 
and f o u r t h s t o r y h a l l . Windows are t r e a t e d w i t h a v e r t i c a l emphasis and are regu­
l a r l y spaced. Second and t h i r d f l o o r windows, w i t h s p l a y e d b r i c k l i n t e l s , are a l ­
t e r n a t e l y a r t i c u l a t e d w i t h t w o - s t o r y f l a t - a r c h e d t a n t e r r a c o t t a and p a t t e r n e d b r i c k 
s urrounds. These are surmounted on the f o u r t h f l o o r by t a l l round arches w i t h t e r r ? 
c o t t a surrounds e n c l o s i n g windows d i v i d e d by heavy wooden t r a c e r y i n t o two arched 
l i g h t s and an o c u l u s . A r a t h e r f l a t c o r b e l l e d c o r n i c e i s su p p o r t e d by a round-
arched arcaded c o r b e l t a b l e , w i t h an oculus set i n each f o u r t h a r c h . S t o r e f r o n t s 
have been obscured but r e t a i n t h e i r o r i g i n a l cast i r o n C o r i n t h i a n columns. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

_X_ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 

y commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 

X engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

landscape architecture, 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

. philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Specific dates 1892 and 1896 Builder/Architect 
Arthur H, Vinal, ArdiitecL  
Dmnvan & Brock, Builders 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) | 

Roughan Hall possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, and workmanship and is 1 
an outstanding exanple of mixed-tase, (retail, conmercial and private halls) building design in 1 
the Boston area. Built in 1892, with an 1896 additiai, i t is a fine example of late Italian ] 
Renaissance revival vemacular cannercial architecture. I t is one of the few remaining 19th cen­
tury "Halls" in Boston, and the only remaining 19th century building fronting on City Square. For 
these reasons, the building meets criterion C. , 

I 
Roxjghan Hall was designed by Arthur H. Vinal, and constructed by the firm of Donovan and Brock ] 
for Michael Roughan, a prominent btisinessman and philanthropist in Charlestown. Arthur H. Vinal 
(1855-1923), •who was the municipal architect for the city of Boston in the 1890's, began his 
career with the widely-known architectural firm of Peabo*̂  and Steams, and in his early twenties 
started his own practice in Peniaerton Sqi:iare. He was well-known for numerous public, institution­
al, and residential ccranissionsin Boston and the New England area. He is best known for the 
lodge at the base of the Bunker H i l l Mcnument, (NR-1966), the Robert B, Brigham Hospital, the Fire 
Station (1884), and the Police Station (1884 oa Boylston near Hereford (now the Institute of Con- , 
tenporary Art) Back Bay District (NR-1973), and the Opera Houses at Barigor and Augusta, Maine. | 

i 
City Square, known as the "Market Place" in 1640, was Charlestown's original conmercial center. 
By 1892, i t was the site of the Courthouse, the Town Hall, several banks, and a hotel, as well as 
TiuneEom' shops. When Rotjghan Hall f i r s t opened, storefronts lined Park and Main Streets and a l l 
of Citzy Square. There were originally four street level stores in Roughan Hall; the City Square j 
occupants were the Charlestown Real Estate Agency and D. J. Griffin-Hatter. In 1897, the Roughan | 
Liquor Store occt:pied the new street level space in the addition. The basement of Roughan Hall j 
housed three bowling alleys, public bathrooms, b i l l i a r d and pool tables, and a hair dressing | 
department. Ihe second floor contained offices and cltibrocims. The t±drd floor was occupied by | 
Bunker H i l l Council, Knights of Colunibtjs, and inclxided a 'handsome society hall and stiite of 
r o o m s . " •..,.,,•„.,.,.,. • .̂ 

The main "Hall" on the fovirth floor, a two-story open space, with a mezzanine on the City Square 
end and a stage on the opposite end, was made possible by tosing a "fancy" Howe Truss system to 
sxipport the roof. The Howe Truss, losing wood and steel to their best advantage, permits a free 
span of nearly 50 feet in the hall below. In this application, the diagonal wood members slope the 
sane way in either half of the truss, acting in compression, with the vertical steel menbers acting 
in tension. The musual feature in this system is the replacement of the center-panel X-brace 
with a "Straining Beam," vhich allows an open passageway through the tmsses. 

Ihe original Hall, xxsed as a dancing apartment and lecture room, was elaborately decorated. There 
were six massive plate-glass mirrors, framed in g i l t along the walls and two heroic figures of 
music and dance painted on panels by tvjo xmknown German artists. "The frescoing (was) of the 
richest possible description, and was done under the direction of Assistant St:perintendent of 
Public Buildings, John H. O'Neil,"! Although in disrepair, moldings, mirror firames, the figure 
of dance on one panel and fragnents of ceiling medallions and other plaster work, are s t i l l intact. 
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"Feature of C i t y Square," no d a t e , ( a r t i c l e c e l e b r a t i n g the f o r m a l o p e n i n g ) . The 
Charlestown Savings Bank A r c h i v e s , 55 Summer S t r e e t , Boston, MA 
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NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 

Property: _ 
state. County: HA, ^OHcPiK 
Federal Agency: 

UnltMl t t« t«» 0*partm*nt ot Ui* Interior 
National Pait SanriM 

Working No. ^ ' / ^ S^Z O/8 
Fed. Reg. Dat«:.^i_j , 
Date Due- ^^'A^ ' ^ A / ^ 
Action: J ^ ^ k C C E R T Y/z^t-/^ ^ 

RETURN resubmission Entered in the 
nomination by person or local government Hatlcnal Eeg^st^ R E J E C T 
owner objection photos___^ 
Jippeal maps 

Substantive Review: sample request , appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: -technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed beiow 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

X 3 . C iass i f ica t ion 
U M 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Descr ipt ion 

. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

7. Descript ion 

M CH*ck on* 
unati*r*d original ttt* 

I" 

aummary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. S ign i f icance 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Blbi iographical R e f e r e n c e s 

10. Oeograph ica l Data 
I of nontnalsd property — -._. — 

wrr 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Tlw avahiaCBd stQnWcanoe of IMs property wHMn the Mats Is; 

nabonst alait local 

^ a a i a I J • ^ • • ^ M a & A M « A ^ ^ M ^ ^ M H 

I nMDric ^raaarvaBen vmce* aipnanjrv 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Signed Date Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

February 23, 1982 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Acting Keeper 
National Register of H i s to r i c Places 
National Park Service 
Dept. of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shul l : 

Enclosed you w i l l f i n d the following nomination forms; 

F 
F 

J 
J 
F 
J 
F 
J 
F 

Boston: Roughan Hall (local) 
Brockton: Curtis Building (local) 

Goldthwaite Block (local) 
Howard Block (local) 
Lyman Block (local) 
L i t t l e Red Schoolhouse (local) 

Chatham: Nicherson Homestead (local) 
Gloucester: George 0. Stacy House (local) 
Lawrence: Gleason Building (local) 
North Brookfield: Camp Atwater (state) 
Plymouth: Sgt. William Harlow Family Homestead (local) 
Ware: Otis Company M i l l #1 (local) 

A l l were voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board at t h e i r January 1981 
and February 1981 meeings, but the nomination forms have been held at 
Massachusetts Historic Commission pending the publication of new 
National Register regulations. In accordance, 36CFR60.6h, of the 
11/16/81 National Register regulations^ ownership has been v e r i f i e d , 
and owners have been given at least 30 days to comment on the intent 
to nominate t h e i r properties. A l l comments are included as part of 
th i s submission. 

Sincerely, 

CandaceCjenkMis 
Regis t r a O ^ y Director 

CJ/amf 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS 

Date Entered 
APRIL 15, 1982 

Name Location 

First Baptist Church in Newton 

Roughan Hall 

Newton 
Middlesex County 

Boston (Charlestown) 
Suffolk County 

Notified 

Honorable Barney Frank 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr, 
Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul E. Tsongas 

Mid-Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 
North Atlantic Regional Office, NPS 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. Patricia L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202) 272-350A 


