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B DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED AORIGINAL SITE
X_GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BETHE FRESENT AD (R G NAL (IF KNOAY) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Tyng Mansion is sited on a knoll and faces east, overlooking the Merrimck

River valley. The rolling green hills have changed little since Colonel Jonathan

Tyng settled here in 1673. To the rear of the house are barns and various outbuildings,
(Sonme distance to the west is a three story brick semnary building.) The grounds

and surrounding area are heavily wooded with native hardwoods and pines.

The Tyng House is 2h storieswith an attic and a wi de angle gambrel roof. There are
two dissimlar brick interior chimmeys on either side, the southern chinmmey the |arger.
Both are supported in the basenent by brick arches. The foundation is random

ashlar fieldstonefaced with finishedgranite. The roofing material is metal over

a wooden sheathing. There are three triangular gabled dormers on the roof at the
facade and at the rear elevation. The house is sheathed in clapboards and has panel ed
cornerboards and a sinple cornice with open returns.

The facade is five bays and is dom nated by a nmonumental scale Ceorgian Revival,
Corinthian portico. The portico has a full entablature and a flat roof with a
bal ustrade. Above the center entry is suspended a screen porch the full width of
the bay. The south elevation is three bays deep. The center pair windows are
blind and sheathed in clapboards, I/he north elevation is simlar but the rearmost
bay first floor has a paired 22 w ndow placed off axis towards:the front.

The rear elevation is three bays wide. Tw ells at either end are connected by an
open arcade of three segmental arches with wooded keys.

Fenestration is 12/12 except for a paired 22 windo* on the north elevation and
another at the rear elevation. The third (halfi floor) windows are 6/6 in the dormers,
and 99 inthe side elevations. Wndows are capped by a simple, flat cornice.

The interior has a central hall plan with four major roons on each floor. Local
tradition (oral and written) maintains that the house, as existing, was built in
its entirety in 1675. Structural, and stylistic evidence however, dates the hoiBe
from the first half of the 18th century with subsequent modifications in the 19th
and 20th century.

The central hall plan, wi de open-string staircase, scroll step ends, together with
the sinmple panelling of the chimey wall s,sinmple nmoulded cornice around the fireplace
and central hall dado suggest that the bulk of the house dates from the first half

of the 18th century, sone part of the house is believed to have been built in 1675,
but this has yet to be determ ned. The seventeenth century house was used as a

garrison house; although the extant house has brick infill this is probably nogging
used as insulation, and not protection. Known exanples of garrison houses in this
area (Chelmsford, Haverhill, Rocks Village) and of this period (1670's) are |ess

imposing. Visible on the rear elevation are the original clapboards, narrower than
the later sheathing on the house, and a nore ornate, noul ded wi ndow cornice. This
suggests that the extant clapboards and paneled comer boards date from the nineteenth
century. The facade porticowas added in 1910. An original early Georgian triangular
pd”*i ment over the paneled center entry door and transom lights, was renoved.
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The arcade at t herear i sbelieved t ohave been added at this time as well.

Fenestration i soriginal tothefirst half of thel8thcentury with the exception

of thetwo paired 2/2 windows which nay have been added at t hesame time as t heportico
and arcade. AKkitchen el ltotherear was removed i nthel1l9thcentury, and a new
kitchen built i nthenortheast room of thefirst floor.

Out buil dings consist of a small attached barn, a shed, and a large barn, al | of the
19th century vintage, and a shed and greenhouse both built i nthe20th century.

The wi de pine floorboards of thefirst floor average 12" wi de while those of the
second floor average 14"-16". - -

It i shoped that a future professional preservation plan will accurately recordthe
history of thestructure.
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STATEMENT G- S GN H CANCE

The Tyng Mansion i ssignificant as thehone of theregion's first European settler,
for its architectural quality and forits association with events and personage
important i nthehistory of theMerrimack River Valley. The Tyng Mansion i sone of
the finest extant exanples of Georgianarchitecture i nthelower Merrimack River
val l ey.

Edward Tyng em grated t o America about 1630. He quickly established himself as a

successful merchant and brewer i nBoston. | n1641, he was nade a Freenen and a
nenber of t heAncient and HonorableArtillery Conpany. He later served i nnany
pxiblic offices, including that of Lieutenant Governor, and Secretary. | n 1660, he

purchased 3,000 acres north of Chelnsford fron James Parker. He deeded this landto
his son Jonathan (b.1642) i n1668. Edward Tyng spent hi sremaining years on this
land; he died i n1681, and was buried i nt hefam |y cemetery here.

Jonat han Tyng was one of theoriginalpetitionersto establish theTow of ol d Dunstable
in 1673. H was thefirst settler, built aportion of the present house i n1675and
enpl oyed seven Indians as field hands. | nSeptenmber of 1675, hostilities i nKing
Philip's Wr reachedthearea; theother settlers fled but Tyng remained and fortified
his house. After thewar, thelocal Pawtucket |Indians, who had not taken part, |ost
nmost of their land t olegal manueverings and were removed t o Wckasuck |sland, (now
Tyng's Island) opposite Tyng's house. Tyng was nade |ndian Agent. Later, whent he
Indians left for Canada, Wannal ancet, sachemand son of Passconaway, remained t o
spend thelast years of hislife at theTyng House. He was buried i n1696 i n t he
Tyng famly cemetery. 1n1683, t heCGeneral Court awarded t helsland t o Tyngi n
conmpensation for hiscare of the Indians.

In 1677, Tyng was nade one of t hefirst five Selectmen of t heTown at thefirst town
meeting held i nWburn. 1 n1692, he was a representative totheGeneral Court and i n
1697 was nmade a major i ncharge of all thegarrisons i nthearea.

In 1679, Tyng brought hisfamly t oO dDunstable. Hissm WIliam born i n 1692,
was t hefirst recorded birth of awhite child i nthetown. WlliiiSkmdied i n1710 of
wounds incurred i nQueen Anne's Wér.

col. Tyng gave relief t oHannah Dunstin i n1697 as she canoed her way down t he Merrimack
River t oher home i nHaverhill, she had been abducted earlier by Indians and when
escapi ng nanaged t oscalp her captors.
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John Tyng inherited this half of hisgrandfather's farmi n1724. He |ater served as
a representative totheFirst, Second, and Third Provincial Congresses.

In 1789, Sarah Tyng Wnslow offered t odonate a school and church t ot he Town of
Dunstable. It was t obe held i ntrust by Harvard. 1 n 1790 her offer was accepted
and a separate district, named Tyngsborough at her request, was established.

Local legend says that John A Tyng, son of col. Tyng, murdered t heyoung house
mai d, Judith Thonpson, and their illegitimate child. He buried her i nthecellar,
but she returned t ohaunt hi muntil hishealth was broken and he died. Duringhi s
fatal illness, neighbors who has come t oassist John reported being met at t he door
by Judith who reported that he needed no assistance. e brave soul who remai ned by
Tyng's deathbed, stated that Judith stood at thefoot of thebed and said, "The
end of John Tyng i sdestruction and m sery." After John's death there were reports
of dancing and nusic fromthe little house (nowgone) on t heproperty and mysterious
reports of a young wonan assisting weary travellers who ventured toits door.



Form No 10-300a
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE APR 121977
RECEIVED

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

INVENTORY--NOMINATION FORM TEBNERED - AUG 19 1977

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE

Col onel Jonat han Tyng House
Tyngsborough, M ddl esex County, Massachusetts
Property Sketch Map

Taken from Town Assesors Maps



Form No 10-300a
(Rev 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED MR12 1977

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES

AUG 19 1977
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE
Col onel Jonathan Tyng House 10

UM Ref erences:
E 19/302520/ 4725730



Property Tyng, Cel . Jonathan, House

Massachusetts ANNTANTQ AT AN 4.12.77.565
TECHNICAL AN(W..N Q) CONTROL
Photos
Meps / A B A
pch N 2 ogouJU.WV'. witn ARCHITECTURALA mMANA”?
£ ~ " Ao V- pvQMARCHEOLOGIST
OTHER
HAER
fi Inventory
Review
REVIEW UNIT CHIEF
BRANCH CHIEF
KEEPER
National Register Wite-up Send- back Ettered AG19 1977
Federa Register Entry Re- submt

Lhited Sates Departnent of the Interior

I NT:2106-74

National Park Service \WEO N, 7














































































PAUL GuUZZI

ryMa.idac/M:ie/l'i "\ iloffl'cal™MA

falll

April 8, 1977

M. Charles Herrington

Regi strar

National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departnent of the Interior
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find nomnation foniis for thefollow ngproperties:

| . Tyngshorou®, Col onel Jonat han Tyng House
2.Sturbridge, Sturbridge Gomon Historic District

These properties have al | been reviewed by the State Review Board and
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Anadon.

Sincerely Yours,

il eth Reed Anadon
Executive Director
Massachusetts Hi storical Gomm ssion

enc. N
ERY et d al!
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Tyng Mansion rncluded in
national historic place register

Cauntry Qub) gopaoste Tyngs rdief to Hannah Dudin in 1687

TYNGSBORO - The
Cdond Jonathan T\7ig House,
located on the Marist
Brothers propaty unde con
ddeation for purchase by the
town, has bemn assured
praetion by its acogptance
for indudon in the National
R«\ger o Higdoric Places
The dd hause was naminated
by the Tyngdoro Higtorical
Commision with asigance
from the Massachusetts
Higorical Commisson.

The Tyng Mandan, located
a Tyng Road, is dgnificant
as the hame o the regon's
flrst European sdtler, tor its
architectural.quality and for
Its asodation with events and
people important nn the
higory o the Merimadk
River Valley. TheTyng Man
don is ao conddeed ane o
the finest examples of
Georgan architeture in the
immediate area.

Eldward Tyng emigrated to
America ébaut 1630 He rapid-
ly etablished himsdf as a
successful merchant and
breve in Bogon. In 1641 he
was madea " freaman” ad a
manba d the Andent and

Honorable Artillery Com-
pany. He later served in many
public offices.

In 1680, Tyng purchasd
300 acres nath o Chdm-
dord from James Parker. He
dagded this land to hit =on,
Jonathan (b. 162 in 1638
Edward Tyng spent his
remaining years an this land,
pasing away in 1831, and was
buried in the family cemetery
hae

Jonathan Tyng was ae o
the arigina pditioners to es-
tablish the ton o Old Dun-
dablein 1673 He wasthefirst
SHtler, built a portion d the
presnt house in 165 ad
anployd sven Indians as
fied bands In Sgpteamba o
1675, hostilities in King
Philip's War reached the
areg; the aha stlers fled
but Tyng remained and for-
tified the house

AFTER THE WAR, the local
Pawtudket Indians who hed
na taken part, lo& mog o
thar land to legal manuver-
ings and were ranovad to
Widkase Idand (how Tyng's
Island, home o Vesper

housee Tyng was made Indian
agmt. Later, when the In-
dians left for Canada, Wan
nalancg, sachem and sn o
Passaconaway, remained to
gad thelad yearsd his life
a the Tyng House He weas
buried in 186 in the Tyng
family ceameery. In 1633 the
Genga Caurt avardad the
Idand to Tyng in compensx
tion for his care d theln-
dians

In 1677, Tyng hed beoi made
e d the firg five sdedmen
d the tomn at the first toan
meding hdd in Wadoum. In
162, be was a represmntative
to the Genegra Court ad in
187 was made a maor in
charge o the garrisonsiin the
entire area.

In 1637, Tyng hed brought
his family to Old Dumtable
His son, William, bam in 1689
was thefirg recorded birth o
a white child in the toan.
William died in 1710 of wounds
incurred in Quean Annés
War.

ANOTHER NOTE o interest
is that Cdond Tyng gave

Kk
up
po
1a
ch
he
we
s
as e canod ha waydonn 11
the Mearimak River to ha
hame in Havetiill. Sehed
bemn abduded earlier by In-  r«
dians and when exaping,

maneged to scalp he captars g
John Tyng inherited this g
haf d hisgrandfather s farm
in 1724 He later sved as a
represtative to the Fird,
Ssond and Third Provindal
Congesss In 1783 Sxah
Tyng Window offered to
daonatea sthod and dhurch to

the tomn o Dungable It wes 9\
tobehV in trug by Harverd. .
In 170, he offer wes ac- !
opted and 1 separatedidrict, C
named Tyngbaraugh at her P
requed, was dtablished. I
Local legend sivsthat John g
A. Tyng, sn d Cdond Tyng,
murdered the young g
housmaid, Judith Thampsm, pj
and thar illegitimate child%  jr
burying her in thecdlar. Sip- pr
posdly, her gheet returned to -
haunt him until his he™ith wes '
braken and he died During his 1,
final days ndghbars who
came to asss Jan repated g
beng me a the door by ¢4
Judith who reported thet he g
needed no asigance One p
brave soul who remained by | &
Tyngs desthbed dated that
Judith stood at the foot of the [~

bad ad sid, "The ed o
Jahn Tyngis destrudion and
misxy." After John's desth,
there were reports o dandng
and mudc from the little
house (hov gone) on the
property and myserious
reports o a young waman as
dding weary travders who
vantured to its door.

The Tyng Mansion is
stuated an a kndl and faces
east, overlooking the
Mearimak River Valley,the
raling gren hills having U
dhangd little dnce O)lond  «
Jonathan Tyng sHtled haein  di
1673 To therear o the hause T
are bams ad various aut- S
buildings Some digance to T
thewes isathree dorj" brick
seminary building. The
gaunds and urrounding area
are heavily wooded with
native hardwoods and pines

The tomn would utilize the
Tyng Mansion as the
higorica headquartes for
the community.

l—Pm_
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