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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Colonel Jonathan Tyng House 
AND/OR COMMON 

The Tyng Mansion 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

80 Tyng Road 
-NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 
Tyngsboroogh 

VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

5th Massachusetts 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 
CODE 

017 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
_DISTRICT 

-2iBUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

i_SITE,„ . 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

X_PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

.WJL P U B U C ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS . 

—BEING CONSIDERED • ; • 

STATUS 
—OCCUPIED 

X_UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES; UNRESTRICTED 

,L_NO ' • i> -: i -

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

^^EDUCATIONAL 

—PARK 

—PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

-ENTERTAINMENT ^ L R E L I G I O U S 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

-SCIENTIFIC 

-TRANSPORTATION 

MOTHER: 

[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
t̂KM̂  The Marist Brothers, Provincial Business Office 

i . t , . I - ' ; . . I J - . . 1 

STREETS. NUMBER 

4300 Murdock Avenue 
CITY, TOWN STATE 

Bronx, New York VICINITY OF New York 10466 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Northem D i s t r i c t 
STREET & NUMBER 

Gorham Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Lowell Massachusetts 

1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE Historic American Buildings Survey 

Inventory of Hist o r i c Assets of the Commonwealth 
DATE 1936 

1967 J?FEDERAL JfeTATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR Library of Congress 
SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY. TOWN Washington 

Boston 
STATE D . C . 

Massachusetts 



B DESCRIPTION 
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE 

X_GOOD —RUINS A L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Tyng Mansion i s sit e d on a k n o l l and faces east, overlooking the Merrimack 
River valley. The r o l l i n g green h i l l s have changed l i t t l e since Colonel Jonathan 
Tyng settled here i n 1673. To the rear of the house are barns and various outbuildings, 
(Some distance to the west i s a three story brick seminary building.) The grounds 
and surrounding area are heavily wooded with native hardwoods and pines. 

The Tyng House i s 2h stories with an a t t i c and a wide angle gambrel roof. There are 
two dissimilar brick i n t e r i o r chimneys on either side, the southern chimney the larger. 
Both are supported i n the basement by brick arches. The foundation i s random 
ashlar fieldstone faced with finished granite. The roofing material i s metal over 
a wooden sheathing. There are three triangular gabled dormers on the roof at the 
facade and at the rear elevation. The house i s sheathed i n clapboards and has paneled 
cornerboards and a simple cornice with open returns. 

The facade i s f i v e bays and i s dominated by a monumental scale Georgian Revival, 
Corinthian p o r t i c o . The portico has a f u l l entablature and a f l a t roof with a 
balustrade. Above the center entry i s suspended a screen porch the f u l l width of 
the bay. The south elevation i s three bays deep. The center pair windows are 
blind and sheathed i n clapboards, l/he north elevation i s similar but the rearmost 
bay f i r s t f l o o r has a paired 2/2 window placed o f f axis towards:the f r o n t . 

The rear elevation i s three bays wide. Two e l l s at either end are connected by an 
open arcade of three segmental arches with wooded keys. 

Fenestration i s 12/12 except fo r a paired 2/2 windo* on the north elevation and 
another at the rear elevation. The t h i r d (halfi f l o o r ) windows are 6/6 i n the dormers, 
and 9/9 i n the side elevations. Windows are capped by a simple, f l a t cornice. 

The i n t e r i o r has a central h a l l plan with four major rooms on each f l o o r . Local 
t r a d i t i o n (oral and written) maintains that the house, as e x i s t i n g , was b u i l t i n 
i t s e n t i r e t y i n 1675. Structural, and s t y l i s t i c evidence however, dates the hoiBe 
from the f i r s t h alf of the 18th century with subsequent modifications i n the 19th 
and 20th century. 

The central h a l l plan, wide open-string staircase, s c r o l l step ends, together with 
the simple panelling of the chimney w a l l s,simple moulded cornice around the fireplace 
and central h a l l dado suggest that the bulk of the house dates from the f i r s t half 
of the 18th century, some part of the house i s believed t o have been b u i l t i n 1675, 
but t h i s has yet to be determined. The seventeenth century house was used as a 
garrison house; although the extant house has brick i n f i l l t h i s i s probably nogging 
used as i n s u l a t i o n , and not protection. Known examples of garrison houses i n t h i s 
area (Chelmsford, Haverhill, Rocks Village) and of t h i s period (1670's) are less 
imposing. V i s i b l e on the rear elevation are the o r i g i n a l clapboards, narrower than 
the l a t e r sheathing on the house, and a more ornate, moulded window cornice. This 
suggests that the extant clapboards and paneled comer boards date from the nineteenth 
century. The facade portico was added i n 1910. An o r i g i n a l early Georgian triangular 
pd^iment over the paneled center entry door and transom l i g h t s , was removed. 
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The arcade at the rear i s believed to have been added at t h i s time as w e l l . 

Fenestration i s o r i g i n a l to the f i r s t half of the 18th century w i t h the exception 
of the two paired 2/2 windows which may have been added at the same time as the portico 
and arcade. A kitchen e l l t o the rear was removed i n the 19th century, and a new 
kitchen b u i l t i n the northeast room of the f i r s t f l o o r . 

Outbuildings consist of a small attached barn, a shed, and a large barn, a l l of the 
19th century vintage, and a shed and greenhouse both b u i l t i n the 20th century. 

The wide pine floorboards of the f i r s t f l o o r average 12" wide while those of the 
second f l o o r average 14"-16". -- -

I t is hoped that a future professional preservation plan w i l l accurately record the 
history of the structure. 



SIGNIFICANCE 
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—COMMUNITY PLANNING 
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—LAW 
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—SCIENCE 
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—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1675 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Col Jonathan Tyng 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Tyng Mansion i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the home of the region's f i r s t European s e t t l e r , 
for i t s a r c h i t e c t u r a l q u a l i t y and for i t s association with events and personage 
important i n the history of the Merrimack River Valley. The Tyng Mansion i s one of 
the f i n e s t extant examples of Georgian architecture i n the lower Merrimack River 
valley. 

Edward Tyng emigrated to America about 1630. He quickly established himself as a 
successful merchant and brewer i n Boston. In 1641, he was made a Freemen and a 
member of the Ancient and Honorable A r t i l l e r y Company. He lat e r served i n many 
pxiblic o f f i c e s , including that of Lieutenant Governor, and Secretary. In 1660, he 
purchased 3,000 acres north of Chelmsford fron James Parker. He deeded t h i s land to 
his son Jonathan (b.l642) i n 1668. Edward Tyng spent his remaining years on t h i s 
land; he died i n 1681, and was buried i n the family cemetery here. 

Jonathan Tyng was one of the o r i g i n a l p e t i t i o n e r s to establish the Town of old Dunstable 
i n 1673. He was the f i r s t s e t t l e r , b u i l t a portion of the present house i n 1675 and 
employed seven Indians as f i e l d hands. In September of 1675, h o s t i l i t i e s i n King 
Philip's War reached the area; the other s e t t l e r s f l e d but Tyng remained and f o r t i f i e d 
his house. After the war, the loc a l Pawtucket Indians, who had not taken part, l o s t 
most of t h e i r land t o legal manueverings and were removed to Wickasuck Island, (now 
Tyng's Island) opposite Tyng's house. Tyng was made Indian Agent. Later, when the 
Indians l e f t for Canada, Wannalancet, sachem and son of Passconaway, remained to 
spend the l a s t years of his l i f e at the Tyng House. He was buried i n 1696 i n the 
Tyng family cemetery. In 1683, the General Court awarded the Island to Tyng i n 
compensation for his care of the Indians. 

In 1677, Tyng was made one of the f i r s t f i v e Selectmen of the Town at the f i r s t town 
meeting held i n Woburn. In 1692, he was a representative to the General Court and i n 
1697 was made a major i n charge of a l l the garrisons i n the area. 

In 1679, Tyng brought his family to Old Dunstable. His son, William, born i n 1692, 
was the f i r s t recorded b i r t h of a white c h i l d i n the town. WilliiiSkm died i n 1710 of 
wounds incurred i n Queen Anne's War. 

col. Tyng gave r e l i e f to Hannah Dunstin i n 1697 as she canoed her way down the Merrimack 
River to her home in Haverhill, she had been abducted e a r l i e r by Indians and when 
escaping managed to scalp her captors. 
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[QGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ftprOX . 1 0 a c r e S 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

Begining at the northem comer of Tyng Road and Middlesex Road and proceeding northerly, 
400' along the western edge of the Middlesex Road right-of-way, to the northeastern cor­
ner of the cemetery, then westerly 340', then west by southwesterly 450', then south by 
southeasterly 500', then southeasterly 380' to Tyng Road, then northeasterly 600' 
along the northem edge of the Tyng Road right-of-way, and retuming to the s t a r t i n g 
point. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

Ov L i t t l e h a l e , B. Fuller, B. MacAllister,  
R. Lambert, P. Greenhalgh, J. Vemadakis,  
J. Goldhammer, J. Marinel, s R. Waugh  

Joseph R. Orfant, National Register Editor s Tynasborouah H i s t o r i c a l Commisfi-inn 

|FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission March 14, 1977 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington Street 617-727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston Massachusetts 

HSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS. 

NATIONAI STATE LOCAL 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE Executive Di rec tor , Massachuset ts^is tor ical Commissi x o r b A T E ^ ^ ^ ^ , / f y ; 7 
FOR NPS USE ONLY ' ~~ 

HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY IS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 
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GPO 892- 453 



Form No 10-300a 
(Rev 10-74) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

APR 121977 RECEIVED 

DATE ENTERED 
AUG 1 9 1977 

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER PAGE 

colonel Jonathan Tyng House 8 

John Tyng inherited t h i s half of his grandfather's farm i n 1724. He lat e r served as 
a representative to the F i r s t , Second, and Third Provincial Congresses. 

In 1789, Sarah Tyng Winslow offered to donate a school and church to the Town of 
Dunstable. I t was to be held i n t r u s t by Harvard. In 1790 her off e r was accepted 
and a separate d i s t r i c t , named Tyngsborough at her request, was established. 

Local legend says that John A. Tyng, son of c o l . Tyng, murdered the young house 
maid, Judith Thompson, and t h e i r i l l e g i t i m a t e c h i l d . He buried her i n the c e l l a r , 
but she returned to haunt him u n t i l his health was broken and he died. During his 
f a t a l i l l n e s s , neighbors who has come to assist John reported being met at the door 
by Judith who reported that he needed no assistance. One brave soul who remained by 
Tyng's deathbed, stated that Judith stood at the foot of the bed and said, "The 
end of John Tyng i s destruction and misery." After John's death there were reports 
of dancing and music from the l i t t l e house (now gone) on the property and mysterious 
reports of a young woman assisting weary t r a v e l l e r s who ventured to i t s door. 
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Colonel Jonathan Tyng House 
Tyngsborough, Middlesex County, Massachusetts 
Property Sketch Map 

Taken from Town Assesors Maps 
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f a / / / 

ry^/a.idac/M:ie//'i ^^.i/o/f/'ca/^^^A 

A p r i l 8, 1977 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Registrar 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please find nomination foniis for the following properties: 

l.Tyngsborou^, Colonel Jonathan Tyng House 
2.Sturbridge, Sturbridge Common Historic District 

These properties have a l l been reviewed by the State Review Board and 
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth Reed Amadon. 

Sincerely Yours, 

ieth Reed Amadon 
Executive Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enc. 
ERA/etd 

:\a.i! 

. S^.A..h-.!itA 
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Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Bon. Edward W. Brooke 
Bon. Paul Taongaa 
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Tyng Mansion rncluded in 
national historic place register 

TYNGSBORO - The 
Colonel Jonathan T\7ig House, 
located on the Marist 
Brothers property under con­
sideration for purchase by the 
town, has been assured 
protection by its acceptance 
for inclusion in the National 
R«^ster of Historic Places. 
The old house was nominated 
by the Tyngsboro Historical 
Commission with assistance 
from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission. 

The Tyng Mansion, located 
on Tyng Road, is significant 
as the home of the region's 
flrst European settler, tor its 
architectural.quality and for 
Its association with events and 
people important nn the 
history of the Merrimack 
River Valley. The Tyng Man­
sion is also considered one of 
the finest examples of 
Georgian architecture in the 
immediate area. 

E}dward Tyng emigrated to 
America about 1630. He rapid­
ly established himself as a 
successful merchant and 
brewer in Boston. In 1641, he 
was made a "freeman" and a 
member of the Ancient and 

Honorable Artillery Com­
pany. He later served in many 
public offices. 

In 1660, Tyng purchased 
3,000 acres north of Chelm­
sford from James Parker. He* 
deeded this land to hit son, 
Jonathan (b. 1642) in 1668. 
Edward Tyng spent his 
remaining years on this land, 
passing away in 1681, and was 
buried in the family cemetery 
here. 

Jonathan Tyng was one of 
the original petitioners to es­
tablish the town of Old Dun­
stable in 1673. He was the first 
settler, built a portion of the 
present house in 1675 and 
employed seven Indians as 
field bands. In September of 
1675, hostilities in King 
Philip's War reached the 
area; the other settlers fled 
but Tyng remained and for­
tified the house. 

AFTER THE WAR, the local 
Pawtucket Indians, who had 
not taken part, lost most of 
their land to legal manuver-
ings and were removed to 
Wickasee Island (now Tyng's 
Island, home of Vesper 

Country Qub) opposite Tyng's 
house. Tyng was made Indian 
agent. Later, when the In­
dians left for Canada, Wan­
nalancet, sachem and son of 
Passaconaway, remained to 
spend the last years of his life 
at the Tyng House. He was 
buried in 1696 in the Tyng 
family cemetery. In 1683, the 
General Court awarded the 
Island to Tyng in compensa­
tion for his care of the In­
dians. 

In 1677, Tyng had beoi made 
one of the first five selectmen 
of the town at the first town 
meeting held in Wobum. In 
1692, be was a representative 
to the General Court and in 
1697 was made a major in 
charge of the garrisons in the 
entire area. 

In 1687, Tyng had brought 
his family to Old Dumtable. 
His son, William, bom in 1689, 
was the first recorded birth of 
a white child in the town. 
William died in 1710 of wounds 
incurred in Queen Anne's 
War. 

ANOTHER NOTE of interest 
is that Colonel Tyng gave 

relief to Hannah Dustin in 1697 
as she canoed her way down 
the Merrimack River to her 
home in Havertiill. She had 
been abducted earlier by In­
dians and when escaping, 
managed to scalp her captors. 

John Tyng inherited this 
half of his grandfather s farm 
in 1724. He later served as a 
representative to the First, 
Second and Third Provincial 
Congresses. In 1789, Sarah 
Tyng Winslow offered to 
donate a school and church to 
the town of Dunstable. It was 
to be heW in trust by Harvard. 
In 1790, her offer was ac­
cepted and 1 separate district, 
named Tyng:borough at her 
request, was eitablished. 

Local legend sivs that John 
A. Tyng, son of Colonel Tyng, 
murdered the young 
housemaid, Judith Thompson, 
and their illegitimate child% 
burying her in the cellar. Sup­
posedly, her ghost returned to 
haunt him until his heî lth was 
broken and he died During his 
final days, neighbors who 
came to assist John reported 
being met at the door by 
Judith who reported that he 
needed no assistance. One 
brave soul who remained by 
Tyng's deathbed stated that 
Judith stood at the foot of the 
bed and said, "The end of 
John Tyng is destruction and 
misery." After John's death, 
there were reports of dancing 
and music from the little 
house (now gone) on the 
property and mysterious 
reports of a young woman as­
sisting weary travelers who 
ventured to its door. 

The Tyng Mansion is 
situated on a knoll and faces 
east, overlooking the 
Merrimack River Valley, the 
rolling green hills having 
changed little since O)lonel 
Jonathan Tyng settled here in 
1673. To the rear of the house 
are bams and various out­
buildings. Some distance to 
the west is a three storj' brick 
seminary building. The 
grounds and surrounding area 
are heavily wooded with 
native hardwoods and pines. 

The town would utili2e the 
Tyng Mansion as the 
historical headquarters for 
the community. 
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