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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O. B. McFadden House is a one and one half story log building 
located in a residential neighborhood a short distance from the business 
and commercial districts of Chehalis. It was built in 1859 for the 
large family of Judge Obadiah McFadden.

As a consequence of extensive modernization around 1918 there is little 
remaining of the original structure with the exception of the log 
joists, plank subfloor, and outside walls. There are no known photo­ 
graphs of the building before alteration, however, it was apparently 
a large, simple rectangular plan cabin with a gable roof, the ridge 
running across the longer dimension parallel to the road in front.

The log work is somewhat unusual in that the individual logs are squared 
on only the two vertical sides down their entire length, while the 
overlapping portions at the ends are squared on all four sides to pro­ 
vide a neat, stable connection. The ends are cut off flush with the 
adjacent wall. This assembly results in large voids between the log 
layers, which are only partly filled by the unflattened top and bottom 
log surfaces projecting above and below the joinery. Triangular, random 
lengths of wood are wedged into the intermediate spaces which are then 
chinked with mortar, the wedge pieces acting as lath. The mortar is 
troweled level with the squared faces of the logs creating a band of 
chinking approximately equal in width to that portion of the logs expose< 
in between.

The floor system consists of log joists flattened on the top and spaced 
at intervals of about thirty inches with rough sawn planks nailed across 
as flooring. The ends of the second floor joists are exposed on the 
outside walls flush with the surface.

When the house was remodeled, the roof was replaced with dimensioned 
lumber rafters and a wide shed roof dormer was added to the slope of 
the roof toward the front. The foundation was raised up on posts, 
windows and doors were replaced, and a full width veranda was added 
across the front; in the rear, a porch was added. The gable ends were 
shingled above the eaves level, and the remaining logs on one end were 
covered with clapboards. On the interior there is almost nothing that 
would reveal that the house is constructed of logs.

The present appearance of the house resembles the style of numerous 
simple frame homes built in the western Uni^e^-^tates from 1900-1920 
with a bungaloid influenced design.. ;..>-.*-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Obadiah B. McFadden was born on November 10, 1814, in West Middletown, 
Pennsylvania, located about midway between Wheeling and Pittsburgh. There 
he attended public schools and McKeever Academy, marrying Margaret CaldweliL 
of Monongahela, Pennsylvania, at the age of twenty three. He studied law 
and was admitted to the bar in 1843. That same year he was elected to 
the state legislature, serving out a two year term, after which he was 
appointed Prothonotary of Washington County (in effect Clerk of the Court) 
He then practiced law in Washington City, which was otherwise known as 
Little Washington to distinguish it from the nation's capital. McFadden 
was a Democrat who actively promoted the election of President Franklin 
Pierce.

In 1853, McFadden was appointed by President Pierce to the Supreme Court 
of Oregon Territory, filling a vacancy created by an apparent mistake in 
the naming of the previous associate justice, Matthew P. Deady, whose 
appointment had been declared void because of this error. As the story 
is retold by Sidney Teiser:

There was speculation that General Joseph Lane, the 
Territorial Delegate from Oregon, whose term was 
about to expire, planned to run for re-election. 
Deady was casting his eyes on that office and was 
expecting to oppose Lane in the coming contest. 
It was surmised that Lane, in order to eliminate 
Deady from the race, had caused Deady's appoint­ 
ment to the Supreme Court bench, an office which 
Deady preferred to that of delegate to Congress. 
Lane's recommendation, at that time, was tanta­ 
mount to an appointment. Many of the political 
adversaries of Lane, who thought him unscrupulously 
crafty, asserted that he saw to it that the name 
was erroneously given as Mordecai instead of 
Matthew, so that in the event he were re-elected, 
he would carry out his scheme and take advantage 
of this "error" and then recommend another to 
replace Deady.

When he was appointed to the Territorial Supreme Court, McFadden was



Teiser, Sidney. "Obadia B. McFadden, Oregon and Washington Territorial 
Judge", Oregon Historical Quarterly, Vol. LXVI, No. 1, March 1965, 
pp. 26-39.

McDonald, Lucile. Where the Washingtonians Lived, Superior Publishing
Co., Seattle, 1969.
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thirty-six years old and the father of seven children. He departed for 
the Northwest from New York City, traveling by water, crossing the Isthmus 
at Panama and continuing up the Pacific Coast. In San Francisco he 
learned that he was to replace a fellow Democrat and not, as he had thought, 
a Whig appointee of President Filmore, whose term had just expired.

On November 2, 1853, O. B. McFadden took the oath of office as Associate 
Justice of the Supreme Court of the Territory of Oregon before Justice 
Cyrus Olney of that court. As a circuit judge McFadden's jurisdiction was 
the western valleys from Vancouver to the Rogue River. It is said that 
he traveled to court sessions on horseback with his law books and documents 
in saddlebags.

Unfortunately, he had replaced a popular judge, who was deposed under some­ 
what suspicious political circumstances. Justice Olney had offered his 
own resignation in order that Judge Deady might be reappointed if the 
administration thought it desirable, and from this many inferred that it 
was McFadden who should resign.

Among the three original appointees to the Supreme Court of Washington 
Territory, newly separated from Oregon Territory in 1853, there occurred 
a vacancy due to an illness and failure to qualify on the part of Judge 
John R. Miller. McFadden was transferred in 1854 to fill this vacancy at 
his own request, his new district including the counties of Walla Walla, 
Skamania, Clark, Cowlitz, Wahkiakum and Pacific — all unaffected by any 
resentment or controversy.

He soon moved his family and residence to Chehalis in Washington Territory, 
then known as Saundersville. There he purchased the southern half of the 
Shuyler S. Saunder's donation land claim, and Saunders built for him a 
large log house on the property. This was in the wilderness and accessible 
only by trails. Although extensively altered since then, the house still 
stands as the oldest home in Chehalis.

Near the end of McFadden 1 s term as Associate Justice, and after the election 
of President James Buchanan in 1856, there was again a political contro­ 
versy concerning the selection of judges for the territorial courts.

According to Teiser:

Chief Justice Lander was being attacked for a variety 
of reasons and particularly because of his stand in 
ignoring the actions of Governor I.I. Stevens in
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declaring martial law in Pierce County, Washington 
Territory, and thereby suspending the writs of 
habeas corpus. Because of his refusal to rec­ 
ognize Stevens' right to act in this regard, 
Lander was taken into custody by the military, 
and in retaliation Governor Stevens was cited 
for contempt by Lander.

McFadden was not personally involved and although he had strong local 
support, he wrote in 1857 an almost frantic letter to Attorney General 
Black in Washington, D.C., pleading for reappointment. In addition to 
being granted a second term, he was elevated to the Chief Justiceship 
where he remained until 1861. When Abraham Lincoln, Republican, was 
elected President he appointed three new judges to the territorial court, 
and McFadden 1 s judicial career came to an end.

On the Fourth of July, 1862, he presided over a mass meeting at Claquato, 
in Lewis County, that drew people from throughout Washington Territory. 
There he delivered a persuasive speech that inspired such a response 
that it is said to have influenced Washington's resolve to maintain the 
federal Union.

In 1862, he was elected to the Territorial Council, as the Senate was known 
at the time. He was reelected twice, presiding in his last term as Presi­ 
dent of the Council.

During the following years he successfully practiced law from an office in 
Olympia. As a skilled and influencial lawyer he served numerous clients 
until, in 1872, he ran for Delegate to Congress as a dark horse candidate 
against the incumbent Republican, Selucius Garfielde. This seemed to be 
a pointless attempt since the territorial government was dominated by the 
Republican party which had strong and consistent support from the electo­ 
rate. McFadden won, however, and for the following two years he represented
Washington Territory in the nation's capital, 
forcing him to retire at the end of the term.

There his health deteriorated

He died in Olympia two years later on June 20, 1875, at the age of sixty- 
one, survived by his wife of thirty-eight years marriage and six of their 
ten children.

The 0. B. McFadden house is significant as an interesting example of a 
particular method of log construction that illustrates the great diversity
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of techniques used by individual builders. By comparison, this system 
would have provided for more rapid assembly using fewer logs while still 
maintaining a neat, finished appearance. O. B. McFadden was sworn in as 
the first Associate Justice of Washington Territory, serving subsequently 
as Chief Justice, state legislator, and delegate to Congress. Although 
extensively altered, his house is now the oldest residence in the City 
of Chehalis.
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