;Pé’lamﬂ OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet ltemnumber 7 ¢ g Page 7

=

INDIVIDUAL DATA SHEET

SURVEY NUMBER 0025 PROPERTY OWNER Episcopal Dioces: of AR
PROPERTY NAME Old Bell Telephone Bldg. ADDRESS Hale and Ash Streets
LOCATION 100 block, Ash Street Osceola, AR

CONSTRUCTION DATE 1911

DESCRIPTION

The Old Bell Telephone Company building was constructed in 1911 by prominent Osceola

attorney and businessman R. C. Rose. This two-story flat-roofed brick building is characterized
by simple rectangular shape and design. On the front elevation (east), two windows with
louvered coverings and an entrance door on the right side with a transom mark the facade.

To the left of the entrance is an original brass slot for collecting payments. A stone string
course runs across the lower level of the first story, while a projecting cornice marks the top

of the first floor. The front elevation of the second story is marked by a slightly recessed

area containing three evenly spaced eight-over-eight sash windows with two stone pilasters
topped by corbelled caps flanking the center window. The top of this recessedarea is distinguished
by stone corbelling above each window area. A stone cornice runs across the top of the building
on the east elevation. Other elevations of this building feature four evenly spaced plate glass
sash windows in the expanse of otherwise plain walls.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Old Bell Telephone Building was built by R. C. Rose in 1911 to house the growing telephone
exchange in Osceola's "new town'". There were several other buildings constructed by Mr.

Rose on the same block, which was historically referred to as the "Rose block". Rose was a
prominent businessman in Osceola and owned extensive farmland. A small farming community

not far from Osceola called Roseland isnamed for him. Mr. Rose, who was also a well known
attorney, had owned the telephone exchange in Osceola's "old town". Rose was one of the first
to move his business to "new town", housing the telephone exchange in one room before expanding
the business in 1911 with the construction of this building. The Old Bell Telephone building with
its simple early twentieth century commercial vernacular styling is significant in its representation
of the growth of the town and technological advances made early in the twentieth century.

ACREAGE less than one
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION Lot9, Block 13, Townsite Addition

QUADRANGLE NAME Osceola, AR-TN QUADRANGLE SCALE 1:24000
UTM REFERENCE: ZONE 16 EASTING 231600 NORTHING3954900
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