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NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable)

Framin.han: ;?eservoir A3 i"an and Gatehouse are significant for their association with the Sudbur:
Supply, the second v/atsr supply system built by the Metropolitan V/ater i3oard of the City of
.3oston. The Dan and Gatehouse are examples of muncipal water technology and architecture of

the mid to end of the nineteenth century (1876-1878). The gatehouse is further considered
eligible since it vas desi.*ned by George Clou.~h, Boston 3ity Architect from 1S73 to 1885.

The Dan and Gatehouse r'.?tain inte.”rity of location, desi.rn, settin.®, materials, worlchanship

and feelia™: and meet Criteria A and C of the National Re'~ister of Historic Places. The boundary
of the Framineham M3 ?-eser\'oir Dan and Gatehouse which are being no.mihated is only the gatehouse
and dam and does not include any land around these structures. The boundary is shovm on (cont.)
ARCHHECTORAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important ardiitectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the coimnunity.

Framingham Reservoir ~A3is located in the croT”ded suburban tov/n of Fram.iingham. Reservoir #3 is
the largest of the three Framingham Reservoirs. |t is about two miles lor_ g and extends northv;es
from its dam and gatehouse. |t is separated into two parts by the Massachusetts Turnpilce, built
in the mid-1959s and' the tracks of Conrail.

The gatehouse has a rectangular main block and wing, both with steep hipped roofs. The buildin.?
is constructed of-two shades of gray granite, with the darker color used for walls and the
lighter color for quions, string course and window surrounds. Windov/s are narrov/, vertical, and
rectangular and the door has a round arch. The building is topped with a brass cupola.

The granite gate chamber contains a *8" main connecting the reservoir to Framingham 7721, six
k'x3' gates which control three'chambers through which water flows into the ~8" pipe; three
k'x3' gates which control water into an additional ~f8" pipe.

The dam for Reservoir 23 is located at the -southeast end of the southeast portion of the
reservoir. Aspillv/ay is centered between two earthern embanl-cient.s, which are six feet higher
HIEABRIBRL 4 &It FUANES BRI the DI PPEEL e 18 xT& of T8 RI%dty Marld" b/ thidued)
building relates to the devdopment of the community.

The three Framingham Reservoirs, including dams and gatehouses, were congructed during the
phase || expanson of Bogon's municipal water supply sysem (1875-95; refer to Overviev, Setion 8
pp. 2-6 for additional information). Bascally this phase supplemented the Cochituate Aqueduct (Area ,
A) of phase | by extending the sygem further west to the Sudbury River water shed. The major
nominated resour ces assodated with this phase are the Sudbury Aquedud (AreaB) and the three
Framingham Reservoirs (3-2, 3,4). Although itswater quality was nat the highest, the Sudbury River
was sdected as Bogon's new source in 1872 because it would provide alarge and condstent amount of
water. The Framingham Reservoirs were built in an attempt to amdiorate the problem of water
quality. They served asgiant settling badnsthat allowed natural cdeansng of the water by podling it
and letting heavier foreign material fall to the batom. Mains in the damsver e placed 2 that water
ocould betaken at higher levelsto avad pallution. Under the direction of Tcsgph P. Davis acivil
engineer, and Alphonse Ftdey, Resdent Water Board Engineer, the Sudbury Aqueduct was
condructed from Farm Pond in Framingham to the Chestnut Hill Reservoir (AreaE) in Brighton,
along with three settling and gorage reservoirson the north branch of the Sudbury River in
Framingham, and a conduit from the dam at Framingham Reservoir * 1 to Farm Pond. The Ashland
Reservoir (4-3) was added to the sygem in 1835 asreservoir *4, as was the Hopkinton Reservoir (4-4)
in 1891 asreservoir *6, Thelong-planned Sudbury Reservoir (sse Area F) was added asreservoir *5
in 1893 Whilethe Framingham Reservoirs, Gatehouses and Dams areintact today, increasing
indudtrial devedopment in the area surrounding the reservoir s has mede the water unsuitable for use
Thus they have beaen removed from service.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

Metro-Dolitan V/ater 'ees'orks, Sudbury De'cartment, Photograr)h3, Vol. 1, 6201-7651, 1907-1920.
Internal Reisort, Desmond Fitzgerald to Frederic Stearns on the Sudbury River V/orks, |15 June 1898
Icston 'Anter 'U'larks, .Additional QUTToy form Sudbury River, Description of the V/ork, 1882.
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attached .map, Frar.ingham Reservoir Ho.l, Metroriolit: .t V.'orks, Land Flans, January 1913.
Scale; 100'"= 1". -

ARCHITFCTURAL SIGICIFICAMGS:
on the upstream side of the er.barJcment. The 100.23 i"oot long overflov.' i s constructed of
granite rubble laid in cement r.ortar. Above ground the rubble is faced and cot?ed v.'ith cut

granite. Thebottom of the sheet riling extends 1/'below the bottom of the masonrv v.'hich
itself extends | f'below the level of the meadov.. Theoverflov.' v.'as -orotected with flash.boE

Tne dd-i above the foundation viaG con.ri-tructed by J."".. Fuller and Fash, ‘.'.'orcest-rr: thc
s*<gatchouse, desi-ncd b*-t::~office of 'Geor, OTough, Boston City Architect, v;as
i-Benjiamin F. Deving, 7vo.-ton.

\ y "For additional information, please refer to Overview, Section 7: Reservoirs, Dams.

evN' MLarge passive reservoirs of this type have not been included for nomnation due to their
iiit *l arge size and lack of readily perceivable nan-nade features.

Staple tolnventory form at botr.m
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VWater Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
M ddl esex, Norfol k, Suffolk and Wbrcester Counties, MSSACHEEITS

DATE LI STED
QMR .
. Ashland Damand Spil | way
<™ j 2. Framngham Reservoir No. 3 Dam
3. Fram ngham Reservoir No. 2 Damand Gat ehouse
4, I*«a'ngham Reservoir No. 1 Damand Gat ehouse '
5. Hopkinton Damand Spill way
6. Lake Cochituate Dam
7. Medford Pipe Bridge
I 8 Mddlesex Fells Reservoirs Historic District
9. Mstic Dam
<fL 10. Mstic Gatehouse ferttaftMv [|*Tl«»
[I.  Mystic Punping Station
12. Sudbury Aqueduct Linear District
13.  Sudbury DamHistoric District
14.  Weston Aqueduct Linear District (YYAJ-C.C*>, A My v<f- yc

15.  Fisher Hill Reservoir and Gatehouse

16. Forbes Hill Standpipe

17.  Bell evue Standpipe

18.  Chestnut Hill Reservoir Historic District

".CA 19. Marl borough Brook Filter Beds 4"b«baatovi# |t8Ti<o»
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SUPPLEMENTARY LI STI NG RECCRD

NRI S Reference N unber: 89002261 Date Listed; 01/ 18/ 90
Fram ngham Reservoir No. 3

Dam and Gat ehouse M ddl esex NA
Property Noune Count y State

Water Supply System of Metropolitan Boston MPS
Mul tiple Ncune

, This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic
Places i naccordance with theattached nom nation documentation
subject tothefollowi ng exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notwi thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Date of Action

Arended |Items i n Nom nati on:

10» Geographical Data
The UM provided i sincomplete; i t should read 19/297190/4685130.

This information was confirmed by Ann Tait, MASHPQ by tel ephone.

DI STRI BUTI ON:
National Register property file
Nom nating Authority (wthout nom nation attachment)
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64500254



