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1. Name

historic Second District School

and or common John Adans School (preferred)
2. Location

Street & number 16 Chur StFet N/A  notfor publication
city, town Weymouth N/A vicinity of
state co 025 county Norfolk code 021
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status , Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
X building(s) jy private » 1 ~ unoccupied commercial - park
structure both work in progress A educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessibie entertainment religious
object JILnn process X yes: restricted government scientific
N/A>i»ing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

nane M. and Ms. Joseph LoPresti
street & number 26 President Road
city, town Weymouth N/A- vicinity of state  MA 02188

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Norfolk County Registry of Deeds
street & number * 650 High Street
city, town Dadhem state MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the H storic Assets
title of the éfnﬂn/ed th has this property been determined eligible? yes A no

date 1978 Form #282 federal state county local

depository for survey records Mass. Historical Commis”~inn 80 Boylston Street

city, town Boston state Q?11fi



7. Pescription  jun adans school, Véynouth. M

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated _JL unaltered _X original site
—Xgood A ruins altered moved date

fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The John Adans School, Weynouth, i ssited on a rectilinear |ot of 7,330 square
feet at thehistoric center of Weynouth, south of Boston. Q1 the northerly
side of thelot, there i sa paved entrance |eading to town-owned conrnon |and.
The land on theeast, west, and south sides isgrassed with some trees. The

t opography i sgently sloping toward north and east.

This ca. 1855 Italianate-style school house reflects initsgabled formand
corner pilasters, with recessed panels, theearlier Geek Revival style. The
quiet rectilinear massing with itsmatchboarded, symetrical facadeis
enlivened by strong architectural ornaments under the eaves--shaped brackets
characteristic of theltalianate style. The brackets arereiterated under the
door and wi ndow lintels, giving the facade a plasticity new for thetimes..
The front facade, with its two entryways and centrally placed w ndowi s
topped by three evenly spaced wi ndows; they, inturn, are surmounted by a

| obed lunette (presently hidden behind plywood, it isintheattic, intact
with itstracery.) The fenestrationon theother three walls is also
symmetrical, with windows that are six over six, single glazed. The rear, or
south side, iscrossed diagonally with a fire escape placed there i n 1937.
The slate roof has itsridgepole pierced inthe front section by a flue line,
while intherear isa large (for theperiod) chi rme?]/. The foundation i s
granite block. The walling material--includingmtchboarding, clapboards, and
corner pi lasters--is entirely wood.

The interior plan, unlike theexterior, isretardatairein its

one-room per-floor arrangenent. (Elsewhere, the "nodern plan," separating
recitation activities from themin classroom_ was being used.) Adans School
ﬁ)up||s entered through thetwo front doors. Each door opened onto a stairhall
eading tothefirst floor's large room or tostairs going up to the second
floor. Between thetwo stairhalls on theground floor i san antechamber and
a smaller room The second floor's main room (approximtely 1,000 square
feet) included a patterned tinceiling, with walls nade up of matched
horizontal boards below sl ate boards, which inturn were topped by a textured
metal wall coverimlq. The ground floor has simlar dado decoration but has
simple plaster walls and ceiling. The interior windows, adorned with a sinple
stylized Greek pediment, indicate another retardataireelenent in the
structure. All these decorative elenents areretained. The basenent has a
small room for theheating unit; half of it isless than normal height. The
attic, reached with a ladder through an opening on theceiling (northeast
side), isunfinished.

"



8' S|gn|flcance ilnhn Adams Srhnml, Waymouth, MA

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 architecture education military social/ "~
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)
Specific dates Ca 1855 Builder Architect Unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The John Adans School, Weynouth, retains integrity of location, desiéyn,
setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The building is an
excellent exanple of Italianate-style school architecture, with a

wel | -preserved interior as well as exterior and with good detailing

throughout. Historically, theschool issignificant as theearliest standing
school intow, built near thesite of Weynouth's first school and |ocated
adjacent to thetow conrnon, i nan area of inmportant 18thand 19t hcentury
settlement. The John Adans School thus fulfils Criteria A and C of the
National Register of Historic Places.

The John Adans School, so named i n 1870 to connenorate t he second president of
the United States, was first known as the Second District School, ‘indicating

its location inVeynouth Heights, north of thepresent town center. The first
permanent school commttee of the town of Weynouth, established i n 1797, voted
In 1799 "t ochoose a conmttee todivide thetow into school districts; eight

were sent out, the2nd being intheNorth Parish." 1twas also voted at this
nmeeting “"that each district provide itsow school house and that each shall
be considered a free school.” The Second District is nentioned for the first

time i nthe "Schedule of Expenses of the Town of Weynouth from March 1835t o
March 1836."

The first clue leading tothedate of theschool's constructionlies in the
relation of John Adans to theH gh School. 1n 1851 i nthe "Report of the
Special School Conmittee," i twas decided that "one high school be locatedin

each section of thetow, according tothefollowing division: the first
division toinclude 1st, 2nd, and 10t hdistricts," and "that $500 be
appropriated tothesupport of each High School." The first Town Hall, built
in 1852, housed this newy established high school. 1n 1854, i twas the turn
of the9thDistrict School and in 1855 inthelist of expenditures for the
hi gh school i swritten "Paid 2nd District School for use of school room
83.25." The second mpjor clue lies inthefollowing year's report, ending
March 10, 1856: the School Conmttee quotes "...we wish tosay awrdin
relation toour school houses. The Second District during thepast year
(1855) have erected a | arge and beautiful house, whose |iberal and convenient
construction i s indeed very creditable" and, continuingi under t he heading of
the Second District, theconmttee notes "...the school being now |ocatedin
the new school house..." The report of theH gh School notes "thecommttee
decided to accept a roomi nthenew house of the Second District."

It can therefore be reasonably assuned that the Second District School (later
the John Adans School) was built i n 1855, .”Otonlg from evidence culled from
the Town Reports but also from visual architectural ‘evidénce” "Tha third clue

Cont i nued



9. Major Bibliographical References

Cool i dge, John, M|l and Mansion. Gol unbia University Press Reissued 1967
by Rissell and Russell, Naw York.

Devel oper's Kit for the Surplus John Adans School . School Reuse Cormittee
Véynout h, Massachusetts 5, 1983. Cont i nued

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 7,330 sq. ft_,
Quadrangle name "AMymouth Quadrangle scale 1:25,000

UT M References

ATINO 133 d4nin | difihifiuiQin L JL
Zone  Easting Northing Zone Easting - Northing
AR [ O A O I I O DR O O D JL I.1.
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Verbal boundary description and justification
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Cont i nued.
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state ANAN code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By
nameftitle  Minxie Fannin/Montigup Lehner
organization Preservatio_n Consultants date Atffust 1984
Fannin Lehner _
street & number 271 Lexington Rd./72 So. PIPac;;,nt telephone Fannin Lehner
369-6703 749- 1806
city or town Concord 01742  Hingham 02043 state Mflssflrhiisptts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local
As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated . i, r«
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. rJ-

State Historic Preservation Officer signhature

Executive Director,
title  State Historic Preservation Officer dae 6M6bOV 3-3, 1177

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is Included In the National Regls”

date le™ -3~ -
deeper of the National Register
Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO «»4-7»»
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lies with the first Town Hall, built in 1852 in a style that was pure, simple

Greek Revival in form, massing, and decorative details. Had the Second
District been built earlier than 1855, it surely would have followed the same
architectural formula. Three years later, it is conceivable that the
conmittee wished to build in the newly developed style of the incipient

revivalism. As John Coolidge noted in his book. Mill and Mansion, "The
earliest monuments to show the influence of revivalism were the churches and
the public buildings (town hall, markets, and schools.) " The transition in

the John Adams School from the past Greek Revival style of the Town Hall to
the new "ltalian Style" is subtle; it is found in the adornments of the
structure, the brackets, the emphasis on the beautifully lobed gable window,
and the heavy window and door lintels. Cambridgeport, Massachusetts, in this
same period (ca. 1850) was experiencing school building activities similar to
Weymouth's. The schools were also called "school houses,” denoting the
residential scale of these structures (often, later metamorphosed into private
dwellings). "School" meant a level of instruction and "school house" was the
physical building. Up to the Civil War, these school houses were relatively
small in size, for they were meant to accommodate only the immediate
neighborhood scholars. The Adams School's two-story plan is unusual.

Located on the rise of the hill in Weymouth Heights, the John Adams School
sits squarely in a historic neighborhood closely related to John Adams, who
became the second President of the United States, and his wife, Abigail. In
close proximity to the schoolhouse are the Abigail Adams Homestead (birthplace
of Abigail Adams), the First Church of Weymouth, otherwise known as Old North
Church, and the OId North Burying Ground, the cemetery in which are buried
Abigail Adams parents and other well-known Weymouth citizens of the 18th
century.. The John Adams School also stands across the street from the site
of the first Weymouth schoolhouse of 1681 and at the edge of Weymouth Common,
permanently designated town land.

Architecturally, the John Adams School is significant as the oldest extant
school building in Weymouth, and a an intact, well-preserved vernacular
example of the transition from Greek Revival to the Italianate style, with ;
fine detailing.

ARCHAEOLOGY

With its small lot size and the presence of some ground disturbance, the Adams School

is not likely to have substantial archaeological remains present. But because of its

location at the center of an area of 18th and 19th century settlement, adjacent to the a2V
town common and the site of Weymouth's first school, the nominated property may be «
considered to have some potential for historic archaeological remains. And its proximity

to the tidal flats of the Weymouth Fore River indicates a low potential for prehistoric

remains if the ground surface has not been too severely altered.
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MAJCR Bl BLI OGRAPHI CAL REFERENCES

History of Norfolk County Massachusetts 1622-1918. Louis A Cook,
Supervising Editor. Volume 1. New York, Chicago: The S.J. Clarke
Publishing Co., 1918.

History of Weynouth, Massachusetts, Volume 2, Histor i cal. Publishedby
the Weynmouth Historical Society, 1923.

Kevitt, Chester B., Weynouth Massachusetts; A New England Town. Weynout h,
Massachusetts, 1981.

Mussey, Barrows, Ol d New Engl and. New York: A A Wn, Inc., 1946.

Nash, Gilbert, Historical Sketch of the Towmn of Weynouth, Massachusetts,
From 1622 t 0 1884. Published by t he Tomm of Weynouth, 1885.

Report of the Selectmen of the Town of Weynout h. Year ending March 1, 1870

Purvey of Architectural History i nCant)ridge, Report Three; Canbr idgepor t.
Canbridge Historical Comm ssion, distributed by theM TPress 1971.

Weynmout h 350th Anniversary Conm ttee. Weynouth 350th Anniversary, 1972.

Weynout h Town Reports 1834t o1860. 1836, 1840, 1853, 1854, 1855,

1856 , and 1860.
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10. VERBAL BAUNDARY DESCRI PTI ON AND JUSTI FI CATI ON

Sout heasterly by lands nowor formerly of Janes M andMargaret T. Tower,
sixty-four and57/100 (64,57) feet; Southwesterly by land nowor formerly of
said Tower one hundred and 58/ 100 (100, 58) feet.

See plan of a part of Weynouth; Scale: oneinch = 100 feet (1908)
Engineering Division Department of Public Wbrks

Sheet 13, Revised January 1, 1984

Area 174

See plan of Land, Weynouth, Norfolk County, Mass. February 19, 1982.
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Discipline
Date
. see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? i yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one \-..
excellent I | deteriorated unaltered » original site

CU good n ruins altered moved date.

o fair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if Icnown) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph w
CD completeness

CD clarity

| | alterations/integrity

CD dates

| I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

summary paragraph
CD completeness <
CD clarity
CD applicable criteria
CD justification of areas checked
CD relating significance to the resource
CD context
CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception
CD other

9. WMgjor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
CD Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed. Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historica Commission
Vderie A. Tdmage

Executive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer

Oct ober 24, 1985 '

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places

Departnment of Interior

National Park Service

PQ Box 37127 f
Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowing nom nationformns:

Bost on, Hi ngham Hull, Quincy, Weyrmouth and W nt hrop, Boston Harbor
I'slands Archaeol ogical Distirct, Boston Harbor, 21 islands.

Boston, Dudley Station Historic District, Washington, Warren and
Dudl ey Streets, 40 properties,

Lawrence, 34-30 Sunmer Street, 4 properties. HCApending, no
nunber assigned. .

Lynn, Central Square Historic District, Central Square, Minroe,

Union and W I | ow Streets, 15 properties,, HPCAs pending: The

Peavear Building, 101-127 Munroe Street, #0758-85-MA. New Bergengren
Bl ock, 1-21 Central Square, #0653-85-MA

Weynout h, John Adans School, 16 Church Street, 1 property.

Wentham Plinmpton-W nter House, 127 South Street, 1 property,’
HRCA conpl ete:  #MA-85-0727.

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been

signed by theState Historic Preservation Officer. QOaners were no-
tified of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before’

80 Boyldon Stret, Bogton, Massechusatts 02116 (617) 727-8470



the meeting and were afforded theopportunity tocomment. Comrents
received todate areattached tothenomnation formso

Sincerely, L)

Sarah J. Zi mver man
Director, Preservation Planning
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

Encl osur es

SJZ/ dr



