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General Description

Code: JA-044 Congressional District: First
Name: First Presbyterian Church Current Owner: piyst presbyterian Church
. Address: 4th and Main 7+«
?eW£0rt, Arkansas Address: 4th and Main
County: <==kson Newport, Arkansas 72112

Architectural Information

Architectural Firm: Sanders and Ginocchio

Date of Construction: ca. 1910 Stylistic Influence: classical Revival

Original Use: church Present Use: church

Geographical Information

UTM Reference: 15 655620/3941120 Acreage: Less than one

Verbal Boundary Description: Original Town of Newport
Block 29, lots 7, 8

Condition

X Excellent Deteriorated x Unaltered
Good Ruins Altered

Fair Unexposed
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Physical Description

This simple rectangular church, faced with dark red brick, located on a
corner lot near the main street of Newport, derives its quiet dignity from
allusions to the Classical Revival. From a shallow hipped roof covering
the auditorium, a broad projecting cross gable with three supporting
brackets frames the entrance which is delineated by a tall round arch
outlined in cast stone and visually supported by single engaged Tuscan
stone columns. Flanking these Tuscan columns are square pilasters of
identical size with identical capitals. Both the columns and pilasters
sUpport an architrave composed of simple stone moldings, which is echoed on
the main block of the church as a string course, adding a horizontal

line that lends continuity to the group of entrance elements. The double
leaf door has a stained glass transom and stained glass fills the arched
area directly over the door. A single narrow stained glass window appears
between both groups of pilasters and Tuscan columns. Lighting the five

bay auditorium block are tall round arch stained glass windows.

Statement of Significance

The First Presbyterian Church in Newport was designed hy the partnership of
Sanders and Ginocchio ca. 1910. The monumental yet serene quality of the
Cclassical Revival inspired formal portico featuring paired stone Tuscan
columns and pilasters is unique in the collection of designs for churches of
moderate size in the Thompson firm archives. The drawings for this church were
among those Sanders and Ginocchio deposited in the Thompson archives when

the three architects formed their partnership in 1927. Located near the main
business section of Newport, the First Presbyterian Church is an important
historic building in itsnortheastern Arkansas setting.
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