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The Steele County Courthouse is located within Owatonna's commercial 
district at 139 East Main Street. This one story, forty-two foot square 
building is constructed of buff-colored brick on a dressed stone foundation. 
The roof is formed by a slightly pitched hip. The principal facade of the 
building is divided into three bays by a central entry with flanking windows. 
Burnt orange bricks are employed to highlight the building's Italianate 
design features. These features include a corbelled cornice, segmentally 
arched window hoods, and a keystone arched principal entry. Dressed stones 
form the window sills.

In 1973 the Owatonna Chamber of Commerce undertook an extensive project 
to rehabilitate the building. The exterior was cleaned to remove & dull 
coat of red paint; mortar was replaced where necessary. The original 
multi-paned, double hung windows were replaced with single-sash, thermo- 
pane glass (which conformed to the original window openings). Interior 
rehabilitation included the removal of temporary interior wall partitions. 
The interior walls were insulated and faced with wall paneling.



[1 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
—PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499

—1500-1599

— 1600-1699

—1700-1799 

_X1800-1899

—1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
_ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

_ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

_AGRICULTURE 

^-ARCHITECTURE 

_ART

—COMMERCE

—COMMUNICATIONS

—COMMUNITY PLANNING

—CONSERVATION

—ECONOMICS 

^.EDUCATION

—ENGINEERING

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT-

—INDUSTRY

—INVENTION

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

—LAW

—LITERATURE

—MILITARY

—MUSIC

_PJHILOSQPHY;

^.POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

—RELIGION

—SCIENCE

—SCULPTURE

—SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

—THEATER

—TRANSPORTATION

—OTHER (SPECIFY)

SPECIFIC DATES 1874 BUILDER/ARCHITECT Unknown

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Steele County Courthouse, constructed in 1874, is significant as the 
location of Steele County's government offices from 1874 to 1891. Although 
the building no longer serves as a seat of county government, it has continued 
to function as a public building since its construction.

When Steele County had outgrown this building in 1891 a new courthouse 
was constructed (listed on the NR June 3, 1976). From 1891 to the present 
the building has served as a school, museum, and meeting place for the Steele 
County Historical Society; a meeting place for such civic organizations as the 
United Fund and the Owatonna Development Company; and currently as a building 
to house the offices of the Owatonna Chamber of Commerce.

Architecturally, the building is a well preserved example of the 
Italianate style.



QMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
History of Steele and Waseca Counties, Union Publishing Company, Chicago 1887. 
History of Rice and Steele Counties, compiled by Franklyn Curtis-Wedge, 
published by H. C. Cooper, Jr. & Co., 1910, Chicago.

'/ Owatiaana ».ttee Social Development of a Minnesota Community, by Edgar Bruce Wesley, 
published by the University of Minnesota Press, 1938.

[GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 65 ft « X 65 ft » (aPPr - ) 

UTM REFERENCES

than 1

. 818.019.6,0| B
ZONE EASTINGi i . i . . NORTHING. . • ZONE EASTING...

.i.i,,
NORTHINGJ i . I . I . . I Dl . I I 1 . I . . 11 ,1 . I . .• I

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES~&

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE

FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/TITLE

Philip H. Winship, President 2-22-78
ORGANIZATION

Steele County Historical Society
DATE

1-507-451-0231
STREET & NUMBER

P.O. Box 204
TELEPHONE

CITY OR TOWN

Owatonna
STATE

Minnesota 55060

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL__ STATE X LOCAL___

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service^ "~^ '

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Russell W. Fridley
State Historic Preservation Officer

DATE 6/2. £

GPO 88B-445


