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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The eastern section of the property, which is owned by the Roman 
Catholic Diocese of Portland, is used as a cemetery and is not included 
in this nomination. The actual village site, unlike the cemetery, is a 
lightly wooded area forming a rectangle 600 feet by 1,000 feet west of 
the Rale monument. This section is roughly 5 acres. The Rale/monument 
was dedicated by Bishop Fenwick of Boston on August 23, l$$o. Two years 
later it was toppled by anti-Catholics but was soon re-erected by local 
citizens. The monument, a^simple, granite obelisk, approximately 20 feet 
tall, with a bronze interpretative plaque, stands just beyond the woods 
on what was, from all indications, the site of the mission church. Long 
popular with amateur seekers of Indian relics, the village site has little
promise for further archaeological excavations.

y
The historic village was described in 1719 as a palisaded fo/t about 

160 feet square. There were four gates, running north and south, east 
and west. The mission church was 22 yards outside the east gate. There 
were 26 regularly spaced houses within the fort and these were built 
much like European houses.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Norridgewock village site is important fo 
it was the focus for French-Ep^lish rivalry over 
frontier. Second, this Abnaiti village exerted the greatest resistance 
against the encroachments of English settlers. Third, it was the most 
important Indian mission in Acadia
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The first, Jesuit missionary at Norridgewock (or Narantsouak) was 
Gabriel Druillp£tes who was on the Kennebec river at various times 
between 164t> and 1652. On one of these occasions he officially repre­ 
sented the French governor in an unsuccessful attempt to secure English. 
help against the Iroquois. Between the 1650 T s and the late 1680 's the 
Norridgewocks maintained their ties with the French people and the 
Catholic religion via the Kennebec-Chaudiere river route to Quebec. Their 
requests for a priest were answered in the late 1680' s when Jacques 
and Vincent Bigot were frequently on the Kennebec. In 1695 Sebastian Rale 
was assigned to the Norridgewock mission. From this time, except when 
the Indians were directed by French officers, Rale was the spiritual 
and temporal leader of the tribe.

Until his death Sebastian Rale was the bete noire of Puritan 
Massachusetts. The English believed that he inspired real and imagined 
French agressions. He also symbolized the Indians refusal to allow 
English expansion on the Kennebec river.

After the Treaty of Utrecht ended Queen Anne's war in 1713, English- 
French rivalry became obscured by a direct English-Abnaki confrontation. 
Tension grew when the English refused to heed Rale's frequent warnings 
of the Indians' grievances. Though Samuel Sewall, the colony's Chief 
Justice, warned that the Indians' complaints were real, Massachusetts 
succumbed to her fear of the French and the demands of land developers 
and declared war on the Abnakis.

/' S 
This conflict, variously called Dumm^r's, fade's and L«vewell's war,

ended the Abnaki threat on the Kennebec river. The Abnakis more than 
held their own in the early years of the war. Repeated legislative 
demands for the elimination of Rale and the leading Abnaki chieftains 
led to a successful attack agajLnst Norridgewock on August 23, 1724'.-r

(see continuation sheet)
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8. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE.

Rale^ was killed while defending himself, the Indl^an^wer^^decimated and the 
village destroyed. Panawamske, the remaining Abnaki village on the 
Penobscot river, was dispirited by this loss and tiie war ground almost to 
a halt. Finally, with Bummer's treaty in July, 1^27, the conflict was 
formally closed. "

Rale's efforts and the motivation of the Norridgewock Abnakis has been 
the topic of an extended historical controversy. The wars and especially 
the attack on Norridgewock were notable in the international history of 
the area. American writers, notably Bancroft, Whittier, Parkman, Baxter 
besides many others have related the confused views of the conflict. 
Recently a series of biographies for the Dictionary of Canadian Biography 
have used most of the international documentary collections for a 
balanced view of the situation.

Locally, Rale still popularly symbolizes the role of the French people 
in Maine history. His career highlights the tremendous effort of the 
Abnaki Indians to preserve both their lands and tribal integrity. Rale's 
linguistic dictionary remains the basic work on the Abnaki language. The 
efforts of the Jesuit missionaries succeeded in keeping most of the 
Abnakis within the Catholic Church and some descendents of the Norridgewocks 
still live on French reservations in the province of Quebec.
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