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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties gnd dlsmm vg ompletefthe

National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Cqmplete ea approprigte box or

by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being d
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategones from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Grand Cane Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number Y. S. Hwy 171, roughly between Burrow and Graham NZA not for publication
city or town Grand Cane N/A vicinity

state Louisiana code __ LA  county __DeSoto code _031 _ zip code 71032

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this nomination

O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets [ ] does not mee%he National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationally [ statewide Al locally. ((] See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
June 1, 1995

Signature of certifying ?ﬁlmalﬂ' ite W. Edwin Martin, Date
Deputy SHPO, Dept of Culture, Recreation and Tourism

State of Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [ ] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. ({] See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natighal Park Service Certification [dadhr o

| heraﬂ:enify that the property is: the Kgeper
entered in the National Register.
[ see continuation sheet.

[J determined eligible for the
National Register
] see continuation sheet.
(] determined not eligible for the
National Register.
(] removed from the National
Register.

L] other, (explain:)

Date of Action /




Grand Cane Historic District
Name of Property 'i ,

DeSoto Parish, LA
County and State

5. Classification .

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)‘ 1 (C*?( only one box)

X1 private [J building(s)
¥J public-local s 3 district
O public-State ORI Yisisite

18 JAKk structure

3 public-Federal
L . wmameme. L] ObjECE

Name of related mulitiple property listing
(Enter ““N/A” if property is not part of a mulitiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
6 3 buildings
sites
structures
objects
6 3 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

1 (Bank of Grand Cane)

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: department store

COMMERCE/TRADE: financial institution

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE: warehouse
COMMERCE/TRADE: specialty store
GOVERNMENT/ - city hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

no style

Romanesque Revival

Narrative Description

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation ___brick
walls brick

roof other: tar & gravel

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Grand Cane Historic District
Name of Property

DeSoto Parish, LA

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark ““x”" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

XI A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

1 C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

[1 D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations ~ N/A
(Mark “x’" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

(] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(] B removed from its original location.

(J C a birthplace or grave.

[] D a cemetery.

] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

(] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

"Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

commerce

Period of Significance
1902-1945

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): N/A

[ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

L] previously listed in the National Register

(] previously determined eligibie by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
X} State Historic Preservation Office

[J Other State agency
(] Federal agency
[J Local government
(J University
[ Other

Name of repository:




Grand Cane Historic District DeSoto Parish, LA

Name of Property County and State

10._Geographical Data

Acreage of Property _ @ 1-1/2 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 11,5 [4/2,3580 [3549800 <31 I I 0 N AR I A O

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
73 I I I I AR I VN VI A alo L by bl b by

] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nametftitie National Register Staff

organization __Division of Historic Preservation date  May 1995

street & number _P. 0. Box 44247 telephone _(504) 342-8160
city or town Baton Rouge state __ LA zip code _ 70804

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

Multiple

nhame

street & number telephone

city or town state = Zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and complieting and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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The boundaries of the Grand Cane Historic District encompass the old central
business district of what was and is a small community. The line of ten masonry buildings
front onto U.S. Highway 171. Eight are party wall buildings in one block and two are free-
standing in the next block (see map). Contributing elements range in date from 1902, the
earliest known date, to 1939, the date of the youngest building. Three of the ten are non-
contributing (30%). Despite the loss of some buildings and three non-contributing elements,
the small district retains sufficient integrity to convey its historic identity as the focus of
commerce for the surrounding area.

Historical Background:

The area in and around what would become the village of Grand Cane was settled in
the two decades prior to the Civil War. It was known as the Grand Cane Country,
apparently because of a dense canebrake where the townsite is now located (according to an
1890 source). The area was sparsely populated and there was no town as such.

The village of Grand Cane came into being with the arrival of the New Orleans and
Pacific Railroad (later the Texas and Pacific) in 188l. In that year Amanda Rogers Hobgood
("the Mother of Grand Cane" who owned what would become the town) donated a right-of-
way and servitude to the railroad (in documents dated March 2, 1881 and October 4, 1881).
Simultaneously she had the village platted in a conventional railroad town grid.

The small village’s "downtown" was a roughly two block string of buildings facing
the railroad corridor on its western side. A 1921 Sanborn map (the only one available for
Grand Cane) shows that Main St. between Burrow and Shelby (the bulk of the present
district) was completely filled in with party wall masonry buildings. The block to the north,
along Main St., was a little over a half filled in. Today only the grid and the nominated
district’s orientation survive to provide clues about Grand Cane’s railroad town history. The
depot is gone and the tracks were removed in the late 1960s.

Like other towns across Louisiana, the Grand Cane CBD suffered from a number of
fires through the years, with the first known one in 1892. Others followed in 1903 and 1904.
In response, the village council in 1910 instituted a building code for the two blocks in
question, requiring that any new buildings be constructed of brick or concrete. Despite such
action, losses were sustained from fires in 1936 and 1938.

CONTINUED
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Building Inventory:

Note: Despite the fact that a great deal of primary source research’as been done by locals on
their community, documentation on the precise dates of construction for specific buildings is
limited. The principal primary sources are the previously mentioned Sanborn map for 1921
and a general view photo of the downtown taken sometime between 1904 and the Sanborn
map. Other sources will be noted below as appropriate. In cases where there was no
documentation, the staff gave a circa date based on the architectural evidence.

1. Platt Dentist Office, Contributing Element, 1939. This building was erected on the heels of
the late 1938 fire. A February 23, 1939 newspaper article on the building notes that it "will
soon be completed and open for business." Erected for Dr. W. W. Platt to house his dental
office, the building is rather optimistically described as being "a modernistic replica of a
Mexican adobe house." The author went on to mention the courtyard space between it and
the next building, which is still extant. The small very simple one story building is
constructed of concrete blocks and is finished with stucco. The only stylistic element is an
arched opening marking the courtyard entrance.

2. Non-contributing element. One story historic building that has been altered significantly.
3. Non-contributing element. One story historic building that has been altered significantly.

4. Contributing element. c¢. 1915 one story brick commercial building with a denticular
band highlighting the top and thick pilasters defining the openings. Windows and entrance
appear to be historic, although they have been painted over.

5-6 Contributing elements. Although #s 5 & 6 appear at first glance to be one building,
they are actually two buildings. They are c.I915 one story plain brick commercial buildings,
with #5 being about twice the width of #6. Both retain much of their original wooden
shopfronts. #5 has a modern metal shed roof awning.

7. Bank of Grand Cane (documented date of 1904). Contributing Element - National
Register property. Diminutive one story brick Romanesque Revival bank building with an
undulating facade with a great round arch window and entrance. Retains its original
character on the interior; now used as the village hall.

CONTINUED
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8. Hicks and Richardson’s Mercantile. Contributing element. Hicks and Richardson, a
Grand Cane institution, was established in 1882; however, the present fairly wide one story
brick building bears a painted date of 1902, along with the remnants of its name painted
along the top. Beneath the name is a corbelled decorative treatment. At some point in the
historic period the building was extended to the north a few feet, copying the original. The
original building retains almost all of its wooden shopfront, which is recessed behind simple
fluted cast-iron posts marking the two entrances. The northern extension has a modern
opening. A functional metal canopy which appears in the previously mentioned old photo
was removed earlier this year by preservationists on the advice of a structural engineer.

9. Non-contributing element. Small one story nondescript gable fronted modern building.

10. Contributing element. ¢.1915 simple one story brick commercial building with
horizontal panels and much of its original shopfront, although the door is modern. Modern
metal canopy resting on thin pipes. (slated for tax credit rehabilitation)

Integrity:

In the opinion of the SHPO, downtown Grand Cane retains enough of its historic
character to merit Register listing. The thirty percent non-contributing rate is not out-of-line
for a Register district in Louisiana; the three non-contributing buildings are the same scale as
the historic buildings; and most of the historic buildings have a greater visual presence, most
notably the bank and the Hicks-Richardson store. Admittedly the two non-contributing
elements which are altered historic buildings are not visually pleasing at present. However,
they retain some of their historic character and could be transformed into more attractive
buildings, a project in the planning stages with local preservationists.

The more important integrity issue is the fact that what remains in Grand Cane is not
the complete historic CBD due to losses of historic buildings. In terms of the main row
(between Burrow and Shelby), missing is a two story brick building on the north corner
which was demolished within the last couple of years. The lot remains vacant. Also, the
1921 Sanborn map shows a building on the south corner, now a vacant lot. It should be noted
that the lot has been vacant since at least the late 1940s (per a photo). The greater loss has
occurred in the northernmost block where only one historic building remains.

CONTINUED
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Despite these losses, downtown Grand Cane retains enough of its historic character to
convey its role as a commercial center for the surrounding area. Many of the businesses that
provided goods and services during the historic period are extant, including two of the
community’s most visually distinctive buildings, the Bank of Grand Cane and
Hicks/Richardson Mercantile. Also, from a pure percentage standpoint, most of the
buildings that existed in Grand Cane at the end of the historic period are still extant. For
these reasons, the old downtown would be recognizable to someone from the historic period,
which is the litmus test for Register eligibility under Criterion A.
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The Grand Cane Historic District is locally significant in the area of commerce because
it represents Grand Cane’s commercial history and its role as a commercial center for the
surrounding agricultural area. It continued to be a major provider of goods and services into
the modern era when downtowns were supplanted by strip development. The period of
significance spans from 1902, the earliest known building date, to 1945, the fifty year cutoff.

As explained in Part 7, Grand Cane was a railroad town, and, of course, its very
economic existence depended upon this all important transportation system. Sanborn maps and
other primary sources show that the economy was based on agriculture (cotton and produce),
cattle, and timber, all of which went to market via the railroad.

The small railroad town quite naturally emerged as a center for goods and services for
its own citizens (population of 378 in 1921) as well as farmers, cattlemen and sawmill employees
in the general area. The nearest other town was Mansfield, the parish seat, some eight miles
away. This distance prior to the mid-1920s was a particular obstacle because roads were
unpaved.

A 1909 source noted of Grand Cane: "When the railroad was built in 1881, the little
settlement became a flourishing business center." While this statement obviously refers to a
period earlier than the present CBD, it is an apt description for the nominated area as
demonstrated in various primary sources. In addition to the 1921 Sanborn map, local historians
Nita Richardson and Linda Brown have uncovered numerous advertisements from period
newspapers. The seven contributing buildings which survive today housed four general
mercantile businesses, a bank, a barber and cleaner’s (same building), and a dentist’s office.

Of course, general mercantile stores stocked an amazing range of goods. A Hicks &
Richardson ad boasted: "Our stock is complete in every department. Dry Goods,Hats, Shoes,
Ready-Made Clothing, Drugs and Patent Medicines, Buggy and Wagon Harness, Saddles, etc.
Staple and Fancy Groceries, Furniture, Buggies and Wagons in carload lots." Aiming at the
ladies, the ad then enumerated in great detail items in the dress goods department, ranging from
fabrics, to clothes, to jewelry, to handkerchiefs. Cook and Douglas, located in building #5,
billed itself as a purveyor of general merchandise and plantation supplies. They also purchased
cotton and cotton seed from area farmers, per an ad from the period.

CONTINUED
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And, of course, it goes without saying that the Bank of Grand Cane provided invaluable
services. Generally speaking, banks were virtually non-existent in small towns in Louisiana
prior to the turn of the century. Incorporated in 1904, the Bank of Grand Cane was the
community’s first and only bank, serving in this capacity until 1980.
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Boundary Description: Please refer to enclosed sketch map.

Boundary Justification: Boundaries were drawn to encompass the old commercial sector in
Grand Cane. There are no historic commercial buildings in the CBD other than those within
the boundaries.
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