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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pelatiah Leete House is an early 18th-century "salt-box" house
which has been preserved by the Leete family and successive owners,

It is a 2 1/2 story, rectansular-plan, clapboard sided frame house,

set upon a field-stone foundation. A 19th-century "tack room"

(now pantry)is appended to the north-east corner of the structure.

The medium-pitch gable roof is pierced by a stone central chinney,

and the rear flank of the roof is extended to form the characteristic
"salt-box" appearance. The house was avparently constructed as a
"salt-box" since the exposed interior wall surfaces deny that a lean-to
was added in later years,

The two-story main(south)facade is divided into three bays. An entrance
portal, contained in the ground floor of the central bay, is embellished
with fluted pilasters and is sumounted by a Greek Revival style
pediment. Fenestration is double-hung sash type throuchout. Sashes are
replacements but were copied from an early window remaining in the
house, Windows in the main elevation are 8-over-12 lir~ht in the

end bays, and 6-over-6 licht above the entrance portal. A plain wood
box cornice surmounts the main elevation.

The side elevations(east and west)contain one window in each flocr and
attic aligned vertically below the roof peak, with additional windows
placed toward the rear of each facade, £ plain wood cornice appears

on both side elevations., The single-story rear elevation contains

a centrally placed secondary access flaned by one window on the west
of the doorway, and two windows to the east which are sumounted by
two single-sash windows. The oak clapboard siding, drip mouldings,

and roof shingles are recent replacements,

The interior contains three major rooms on each floor. &n elongated
rectanpular room is situated across the rear of each floor, and two
smaller rooms are located to either side of the central chimney.

Targe stone firenlacss are provided in all three ground floor rooms,
and in the west room on the second floor., A vestibule hallway is
positioned directly behind the main entrance. A great deal of early
interior fabric has been uncovered and restored by the present cwners,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pelatiah Leete House is a landmark buildine in Guilfords It
is important not only for its relatively earlyv date and degree of
preservation, but is significant as the homestead of one of
Tuilford's foundine families, Pelatiah Leete built the house
about 1710 on a tract of land which had been settled by his
grandfather, Covernor William Leete, at the time of the founding
of the community about 18L0. The Pelatiah Leete House is the
oldest extant Leete family residence in Guilford, and is sur-
rounded by numerous other lLeete family houses of later construction.
Pelatiah Leete farmed the pronerty adjoining his residence until
his death in 1768 at are 87.
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