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THE PRESENT ANDORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
e Qustom House District of 15.9 acres includes the']jfi5>pirty withina
-egi nni nE' at #1 Faneuil Hall Sguare turning south on Merchants Fow
e block, turning east on (hathamStreet, turning south on Gormercial
., turning east on State Street, turning south at the central arter?;
3 John F Fitzgerald Expressway continui n% along the artery to Hg
t, continuing west on Hgh Street tonorthwest on Batterymarch,
.ng east on Kilby Place, turning north at the back | ot Iine of #30
y Street, turning west on Bangs Alley, turning north at the back | ot
I of #15 Broad Street, and west of #99 State Street, turning west on
;e Street and north tothe side |ot [ine of #74 State Street, including
back | ot |ine of #10 Merchants Fowand #1 Faneuil Hall Square.
AThe Qustom Hbouse District'is "an exhibit of mxed commercial archi-
cture reflectingBoston's- devel opnent as a najor nmercantile city.

iginally, Satfe and itsextension. Long Warf, plus Kilby and Batterynarch

. were the streets which converged with the early wharves and their scat-
“tering of small buildings. State Street, existing since Boston's founding,
was extended t olong Wiarf in 1710. This street and active pier forned the
main link fromthe waterfront to Wshington Street, the central axis to the
neck. ChathamStreet was laid in 1825 as part of the Quincy Market devel op-
ment to inprove narket facilities at Faneuil Hall. The resulting sixnew
streets lined with stores and warehouses held the over-flow of goods from
Merchant's Fow (laid in 1708).

li/1805 the Broad Street Association led by Wiah Cotting, with Charles

Bul ftnch as planner, began a devel opnent which altered the colonial water-
frotit both north and south of Long Wharf. By aland fill operation south
of Long Wharf, they organized astreet pattern domnated by twow de streets;
Broad and India, which generally followed the contours of the harbor and
were crossed by smaller access streets. Gonbined with the contiguous areas
of the Markets and Faneuil Hall and the financial center on State Street,
this expanded district becane the center of Boston's nerchant energies
through the early years of the 19th centuryi

MIAR STIROURS
The ol dest buildings (c. 1810) in this district are #, 7, *3-73,

64-70, 72, 102 Broad Street and #175 M|k Street(IL. These Feorferd .stKIe
buildings arethe remants of those erected fromthe design of Bui finc
for the Broad Street Association. Each building is of brick and was
originally 4stories inheight with flared lintels, the 4th story w ndows
being characteristicallysmaller and square. The cornice was asinple
brick imtation of dentils and a string course of stone separated the
stories. Originally the street level consisted of acentral doorwa
flanked by twow ndows. H pped roofs topped the edifices. AIthou? .
significant alterations to wndow openings, ground floors, and roof |ines
have occurred, the Federal style and scale 1s still clearly preserved.

MCentral Warf(2) at 146-176 M1k Street (1819) consisted of a row of
54 brick stores doan the center of awharf and formed the continuation of
MIk Street. Surviving today are only eight of the original fifty-four
units. Like the other Federal-style buildings in this district, each unit
consisted of 4 stories, three bays with two six over six pane sashes
flanking acentral doorway at street |evel and capped by a hipped roof*”

[contitiued]
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\Q. GEOGRAPHtCAt DATA
LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
CORNER LATITU DE LONGITUDE LATITUDE
Det"ets Mit"es"*j"cop”s Degrees Minutes Seconds

o . m

NwW

e 420 21.3479 710 03 07.87-
s 420 21.23.02 710 03 07.87.
w 420 21.23.02 71 0 03 23.93

APPROXI MATE ACREAGE OF NOMI NATED PROPERTY: 4/\ 9

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE,
COUNTY

COUNTY:

COUNTY:

il. FORM PREPARED BY
NAME AND TITLE;

Carol Todreas, Deborah Gott-1in for Elizabeth Amadon, State Survey Director
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Mafefoehusetts Historical Commission February 197"
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40 Beabon Street

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston Massachusetts

12 STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTIFICA IION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated'according to the critel-ia sah(i'tJréc6etires set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
levrJ of significance of this nomination is:
National .Local Q

National Register. \

Chief, Office of Archeology and tiistoric

Name

Sedffetary of the Commonwedth and ATTEST:
Chiirman, Massachusetts Historical

AN AL rnmmis.ciinn

March 30, 1973

Bate

| hereby certify that this property is included in the

Preservation



uJ

uJ
Cco

. SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)
I | Pre-Cotumbion | O 16th Century [3 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century IX] 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(s) (If Applicable and  Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal 1 | Education ~ , *p, Political-,,
n Prehistoric t 1 Engineering . Religion/Ph
Historic losophy
n  Agriculture " T~l Invention [+ $.cience
Architecture [ I Landscape 1 | Sculpture
Art Architecture |

Social/Human-

Commerce I | Literature itarian

I I Communications . Militory Theater

1 1 Conservation . Music I | Transportation

A The Qustom House district issignificant as & exanple; of foresighted
urban planning, by the Broad Street Associates, wy‘ch allowed forthe
evolution of adistrict of conmercial architecture reflective of a,
continually grow ng and prosperous nercantile Boston.

The Federal style buildings onBroad and MIk Streets are the sole
surviving exanpl es of the planned effort by Charles Bui finch to create
order for waterfront conmerce. Building requirements were specifiedand
adhered tofor the sake of unity and t he cohesive pattern of this devel op-
ment canstill be observed. The small scale, nass, and fenestration of
the Federal style isparticularly noteworthy inthis district where later
nore nonunental styles are interwoventi?

Central Warf built by 1819 istheonly remining brick structure

t hat exenpgjfj g the architecture of Boston's early eighteenth century

arves Imlar toBu finch's India Warf (denolished \%/1968) and t he
other Federal style buildings inthis district. Central Warf is easily
di stinguished in MKinl e}/ Sguare - beside the nonunental granite edifices
in view

Built by Amh B Yo/ng between 1834-47 t he QustomHbuse on the cor-
ner of India and State Streets was originally at thewater's edge, an
ideal location for itsuse. Wth inspirationfromclassical Geece, the
revival style was found t obe anappropriate architectural formto express
the confidence and dignity of an energing Boston. As a Federal | y- owned
building, it was not bound by thecity's 125 height restriction, and, thus,
when t he tower was added, between 1913 and 1915, i t becane t>e first
skyscraper i n Bost on. /

The Gain and Flour Exchange, desi Pned by Shepl ey, Rutan and Cool i dge
in 1890-92, commands t he area of MKinley Square. |ts rounded nassi ng
Br_ow des astriki n% contrast inscale, formand character to the other
rick and granite buildings. This structure i sone of thefine exanples
of Ronanesque Revival architecture inthecity of Boston.

Ganite structures were the pride of md-nineteenth century Boston.
The newtechnol ogy for transport|n% large bl ocks of granite catal yzed
the change inscale of coomercial buildings. Swll brick warehouses and
whar f bui'l di ngs gave way t o nonunental bl ocks of granite. Ec of
detail inthese buildings places greater enphasis onthe nassive form
Granite warehouses were built ingreat nunbers fromthe 1820's to 1860's,

but only a few survive to reflect the power and prosperity of this

nercantile port. .
[ conti nued] -
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Presently, ground floor alterations andadditional roors onseveral units
exi st, é/et the original wndow pattern, brick, andgeneral scale are still
retained. :
\The QustomHhouse(3) at MKinley Square is aprine exanple of the Geek
Reyjval style. Basically aversion of aDoric tenple, t elon?|tud| nal
axi™ iscrossed by atruncated axis with the crossing originally covered
[y a saucer done. Agiant Doric col onnade surrounds the two story granite
structure which i s set on ahigh basenent. Uhder the pedi mented gabl e
ends, entrance is reached by aflight of steps. "The
design was altered earlier 1nthis century wen rtsdone was renoved, and
16 story office tower was constructed. y
Qoposite the QustomHouse i s theFlour and Gain Exchange(4), 177
MIk Street, illustrating the medievalizin? trend inlater Victorian
architecture. Its blunt rounded granite tacade and steep conical roof
give the structure apicturesque silhouette as well asindicating its
massive volune. The fenestration i s arranged under connectinﬂ three stor
arches to enphasize the trading floor. String courses at each floor |eve
provide ahorizontal enphasis contrasting the vertical thrust of the wn-
dows which is continued inthe peaked dorner w ndows, which creates a
coronet around the roof cone.

The State Street Block(5), 177-199 State Street, desi ﬂned by Gidley
J. E Brvant (1858) is anassive structure of dark rough-hewn granite.
Ganite ornanentation i s severe and limted to the keystones of the
segnent al -arched w ndows, plain string courses, and the heavy bracketed
cornice. @ the MKinley Square facade, the cornice breaks Into an arched
pedi nent under which a decorative globe of the world is nounted. A though
the Block was truncated by demolition of the méjority of its bays and sone
roof and ground floor alterations have occurred, the nonunental character
of the burlding is preserved.
The mxed comercial fabric of this district is further enhanced by
several structures illustrating later Victorian architectural style.
Two rough-hewn granite-faced buildings remain at #50 (c. 1860) and
109 Broad Street (1870)(6). Both display nansard roofs and string courses
between stories. #50 Broad Street has anwore consciously decorative use of
?ramte -in the corbelled cornice, bracketed lintels, and on the ground
| oor, arched keystone w ndow frames. #109 Broad Street has segnent al
arched wndows still intact on the upper floors, but ground floor altera-
tions obscure the original openings.
#99 Broad Street (1854) andthe Pond Building (1854)(7)'at #1 Fane
Hal | Square are notewort hy exanpl es of sl ab-granite construction. -
huge flat surfaced bl ocks areinterrupted only bythe trabtated w ndc
and door openings, no+er i/,e PndSfclcy, h<sj5 a/arTveyrnr AMiN-N - SeeMHfic

d«t e] UIGIAO,



Form 10-300a UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Massachusett s
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM Suffolk
FOR NPS USE ONLY

Boston, . . . v s ENTRY NUMBER DA TE
Custom House District (“ontwuawn Shest) #2

(Number all  entries)

7. Continued
The Chadw ck Lead Wrks 176-184 Hgh Street(8). Designed by Wlliam G
Preston in 1887wth afunctional lead drop tower, it is aleading exanple

of conmercial architecture inBoston after thefire of 1872 1t is a
brick structure with brownstone and terra cotta ornanenation, and |arge
round headed arches' containing pairs of w ndows.

The Harvard Q/ib. 22 Batterymarch(9). This handsone French Renai ssance
Revival edifice w”s designed by Ball and Dabfiey in 18”. 1t isabrick
building with a stone ground floor decoratea with keyed voussoir arches
and paired wndows above outlined by a narrow stone mol di ng.

114 State Street(10. This cast-iron commercial building, circa 1860,
with arcaded fenestration isthe only one of its kind inthe-district.

The ground floor has been altered radically.

8. Continued
The Qustom Hbuse district isanarchitectural environment of great
heterogeneity inform scale, materials, andstyles. Constructed through
a centur(}/, the changi ng techni ques and attitudes of devel opnent are
reflected inthe variety of plot sizes and building scales. Yet, the
transitions between the juxtaposed forns aresuccessful. The broad base
and height of the twentieth century Batterymarch Building does not disturb
the solidity of the granite warehouses. e fanciful treatnent of the
Italianate structures bal ances the reserve of the small Federal style
brick builcTings. A conbination of textures and colors can befound in a
single building such as those facing Wter Street at Liberty Square, or in
a conpl ete street scape such as Merchants Fow  This variety when set upon
an irregular street pattern createsnanﬁ strong spaces of surprising contrast
and a system of well--defined vistas. This district of coonmercial architecture,
which honors nmercantile Boston|*a delicately bal anced yet successful
m xture.

9. (ontinued

Thwing, Arnie Haven. The Qooked and Narrow Streets of the Town of Boston.
Boston, 1920.

Vhitehill Walter Miir. Boston: ATopographical Hstory. Rev. ed.,
Canbridge, 1968.

Wnsor, Juston, ed. Mnorial Hstory of Boston. 4 vols. Boston 1881-1886.
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DESCRIBE THEPRESENT ANDORIGINAL (Uknown) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Boston CQustom House (asoriginallybuilt) i sa two-story-over-
el evat ed- basement granite ashlar structure, with giant Doric peristyleand
porticos, and a Ronman saucer done. Constructed of Quincy granite, thebuild-
ing has acruciform plan, with one short and one long axis. The nonument al
order carries through t hewhole height of theedifice andi scrowned by a
sinple gabled roof with four pediments. At theintersection of thecross
arns there i salarge rotunda with a second story gallery, andover this a
low Rorman saucer done about 50 feet i ndiameter (originally expressed on the
outside but nowconcealed within a tower added i n1915), and lighted by a
stained glass skylight.

The building i s137%feet long (north-south) and 73%feet wide.
Pedi nented porticos, each 66%feet wide, project 10feet fromthecentersof
the east andwest elevations. Two stone stairs, 66%feet in widthand
projecting another 18%feet, originallylead uptothetwoporticos. The'
original stair ontheeast elevation however, has been renmoved. Rising from
the elevated basenent andextending conpletely around t hebuilding are 32
two-story-hlgh monolithic granite Doric colums. Set between thepiersof
the windows and ont hetwoporticos, these fluted colums are5 feet 4 inches
in diameter at thebase, 29 feet in height, andsupport theDoric enmtablature
that forms thecornice. The w ndows and doors have flat arches.

As completed i n1847, t he structure had atotal of about 30rooms. The
subbasenent was used for thestorage of coal and for t he steam heating plant;
the elevated basement was utilized for thestorage of goods, andt he upper
tw floors contained offices for thecustons officers.

The maj or space i nthebuilding i sthecentral Gand Roomor Rotundaof
the principal or first story, located at thecrossing of thearms. Measuring
about 63 by 59 feet i nsize, this roomhas a second-story gallery, and a
circle of 12 Corinthian marble columms, 29 feet high andthree feeti n
diameter at thebase, set around thewalls. Theinterior finish i sin white
marble. The 12colums rise two-stories t osupport theshallow done with a
stained glass skylight, which i slocated 62 feet above thefirst floor level.

The original staircases fromtheeast andwest entrance vestibulest o
the principal floor were from 7 to15feet wide, had 7-Inch risers, and
Il1-to-16 inch treads. These staircases were renoved andtheexisting ones
built i n1915. The 12 Corinthian colums were also renoved at that time but
have since been returned. I N1915t heexisting small circular well with
railing was cut i ntheformerly solid floor of theprincipal level to ildmt
light t otherotunda of thebasenent. The done and skylight, withthe
roons bel ow them have been |ighted with artifical [Iight since 1915. >

The building i sin excellent condition and 1 sstill functioning as a
custom house and as a Federal Office building; theBoston CQustomHouse i s
al so open tovisitors.



PERIOD (Check One or More aa Appropriate)

I | Pre-Columbian | Q 16th Century . 18fh Century n 20th Century
15th Century . )7th Century Ul 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) g ! Applicable andKnown) 1837-1847
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One OrMore as Appropriate)
Abor iginal . Educatian . Political =l Urban Planning
I I Prehistoric r~I Engineering . Religion/Phi. «  Other (Specify)
H.'StU“C I 1 Industry losophy
I | Agriculture | 1 Invention | 1| Science
[3 Architecture | | Landscape | 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture r~] Socio I/Humon-
I I Commerce Q Literature tari
itorian
I I Communications fr
Military . Theater
I 1 Conservation Musi
usic . Transportation

STATEMENT OP SIGNIFICANCE

f Desi gned by Avmi B. Young anderected | n1837-47, the nonunental | y-
scal ed Boston Qustom House represented what was probably the nost successfu
of the many attenpts nade by Greek Revival architects toconbine alow Roman
saucer done with a pedimented Geek Doric order. Original too, and as
effective asit wasrare, i sthe useof colums instead of the nore usual
pilasters, or antae, t odecorate thepiers between the windows. Wilethe
original exterior design of thetwo-story main structure has been preserved
largely intact, the done feature i shidden fromview andtheoverall appear
ance of t he Qustom House has been considerably changed by t he additi on nade
to theroof i n1911-15 of a 500 foot 29-story office tower.

W . Hi story
A | -« - . -y y ~y-N e Ate L Niyy's-

The Bost on Qustom House was aut horized by Act of Congress on March 3,
1836 andthe site was secured by purchase on Septenber 13, 1837, for
$180, 000. Construction began i n1837 andi t took three years tosecurethe
foundations by driving 3,000 piles into thenud. Thebuilding was finished
except for mnor details andoccupied on August 1, 1847. Cost of construc-
tion, exclusive of thesite, was $884, 346. 76.

Wnning theconpetition held i n1837, Anmi Bur nham Young preparedt he
plans for the Boston QustomHouse. The Geek Revival exterior he based on
the Grecian Doric order of the Theselon at Athens andtheinterior on the
Corinthian order. Hisuseof single blocks of granite for theshafts of th~
32 giant nonolithic Doric colums was adapted from Al exander Parris' Quincy
Mar ket House, Boston, built i n 1825-26.

In 1911-15 a 500 foot tower, designed by Robert Swain Peabody of the
firm of Peabody and Stearn, was added t ot he roof of theoriginal custom
house at a cost of $1,500,000. The29-8tory tower i sa steel frame build-
ing with stone facing. Rectangular i nshape, thetower neasures about 64
by 72 feet i nsize fromthe fourth tothe25th floor level, then i sslightly
smal ler for four nore stories, andi stopped by a pyranmidal roof. The
original custom house saucer done, about 50 feet i ndiameter, i senclosed
in thetower.

In the construction of this tower caissons were driven throught he

soft clay bel owthecustom house t oa gravel -boul der [evel, 100 feet deep.
The tower structure was intended topreserve theexternal appearance as
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8. Significance; (1) \ %

much as possible. The Interior, however, underwent sone alterations. The

hei ght of theoriginal customhouse i nthe center, fromthe basenent to the
now conceal ed done, was opened by neans of a circular well cutinthe first
floor level, with balcony rails at each level, and t he done and G and

Foomof the first or principal story artiflcally lighted. The staircases from
the entrance vestibule totheprincipal floor and the 12 internal Corinthian
colums i nthe Gand Roomwere renoved and t he existing stairs built. The

12 ol umms have since been returned totheir original locations. I n 1950

the tower was nodernized at a cost of $500, 000.
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APCKITECTURESFOB. ClJSl'O\/IHClzTO".E;Robert Swan Pegb6dir (During Th .Roosevelt

(Started in 1911 and completed in'1915) and vas President) !
John Goddard Stearn n i

QUSTGM HOUSE (Bottom) Architecture': A+mi Burr.han Y ounf; * n
(Opendd in 8-1-1"7) (Vfhen Andrew Jackson was President) i

D.S. QM KGCHh

Tho Custon HdJz in Boston, yar.schusctts, Is a 29 sery
miPortry building, tiro baso of e'lich TTS c'-r.Ictc-d aid occupied
in 1&ir7, .Atovicr wes sided 3r.d cccupifti in 1915. The concroto
fonridations of the base vers aAeiTcl oo'i.5dor".bly when th-?
to.-xir vas added and pai-ts of «ths .'s.iib-brsoiivi TT.as r.ro ol£ht
or ff.orsfeet in thic.cnrcfi, T'0 ci-i.pirs! b.'ddir.;; w.s gjrlost
er.ttroly cor.croto ad .«ton3. tho sddid ZCMT is a stocl fraiuo
structure vith stono fscing.

Tho cricln™- building bB?s s asdoJY¥* g0r0 bsso idth a
cer.tral dor/j approxirr.atcl;- 50" i."l diT;a? rrid i'0'ir lev pitched
rocfs synported by flutod colw.rs trro storisc hish. rxn® /
around tho base of tho do-O ven retriforced vith stool ciA 'stcol
colvr.n? 'jerc run dem to tha bfjcr- jnt a-tc enl-arf'sd and reinforced

i . : ?to-~g_is roctamT.lar
ed a&p?r%%—é%o?fnmxt%‘r rrc‘E(.}rI%f; ‘ith tc tho 2|ith ?I cor -Irevolt
then di<;ht]3r CT.dler for » scMfi otori&s a.d the v-do cvirroiuidod
by a pyrarada top.

Tho Qudom House is located on State Street in a conveniont
location for its typo of businsss,

T building i*? tho hoo.dcuartors for Cu-to operations in
tho Region. It is aso \iscd for 2-ns'.vl office purposss by other
Govominont Agencies. The total nu-bor of ocotipants is 373.
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f.Tca tho* top of the C-jstos :-iausc and has been said unofficially t;-..:
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throuGh glaiccs fronj vhis elevation. et

< Eve-y. State i.-.the Union ar.a Koav foroi”“n countries ore repr&eentee
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.-+e viait the ohGor--atioa baco.-y each year, only 10 per cent arc'.

L'roa 23og0n.
Se Cadtoii ilou'se as it appsari today -rea dedicated™ Jan. 1, IV-i-S
This iDpoains -uouer, vhich Is a Easdiuil li-.-.dr-ir:;, vies "oui-", end OYE2

the babi of the or*"inal Ciator. Kouc, opened, ia Vatuat IGNT. -

e2e touer vaa .r.adovniacd in 1950 and the coat of instailatioa of nc.-
elu\a-cors and oohcr i:..piNSvor.-idasic-a..ed .'.»,500,000—one-third of tho
orisinal cost of 'iha lovar-coniti-actcd in 1S15'

;oat 3aov.o-Jaid is che Caateri nause clock. Tr.ishu™ef
titiip5.ec;. has coca vha fncal point for ir.coruinsv.-orlicrs, and thousands
ieari>"5-"e a ni.;;hi ched. “he dec'.’, to r.ake various trains and auses

; and at that van

Tu tI:Ié:e R | Iatﬁllllc"ddI gtatpm XYadial i's2Zfeet indi axeter,
:wsinuto hand i s 13 feet; 8 inches |ore, *+¢"-i the hour hand 10 feet,

i aehes I cnj. ‘ihe -..au-crds onthe dial are three foot tall. ,

"% additio- yjthe of:."ice3, devoted -oiany activities related.;to
a‘t.:.-> th3 Qeto:; House i s hcadcua:-ters for the U -S Qoast- Quard,
ae 7cdorai Qir.i:u-.icaiions Co™isfion, ar.dbraachcs of the'U' 3. .

" '"Mieobscr-zatioa bal cony i sopenfrba'9 a::;, to11l:30 a.n. cad
fczs. 1:30 p.a. to Kp.a during the"vae- Persons r.ay eo.to tho
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This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in How to Complete the
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking “x" in the appropriate box or
by entering the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for “not applicable." For functions,

architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions. Place additional
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property
historic name  Custom IHouse District (1996 Amendment)

otiiler names/site number

2. Location

street & number Multiple Addresses (see data sliest) N/A  not for publication
city or town Boston N/A  vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county  Suffolk code 025 zip code 02110

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this,*nomination
* request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
.“meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

evnationally ¢ statewide™locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Si*n?ure of certifying official/Title Judith BI*_~Donough, Executive Director
nassalphusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
hereby certify that this property is: Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
« entered in the National Register
* See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* remov/tf'from the
Na”nal Register
Cither (explain):

Additiond DaxmmaiaiOn AMptg



Custom House District
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Checl< as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X_ private _building(s)

X_ public-local x_ district

_ public-State _ site

__ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade: business
professional
financial institution
warehouse

Government: custom house

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

20th Century Revival: Beaux Arts
Classical Revival
Italian Renaissance

Early 20th Century

American Movement; Skyscraper

Modern Movement: Art Deco

Narrative Description

Suffolk County. Massachusetts

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
18 9 _building
01 sites
structures
objects
19 9 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

51 (Custom House District. NR 1973)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Commerce/Trade: business
professional

financial institution

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  granite

walls brick
limestone

roof

other trim: cast iron

terra cotta

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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7. DESCRIPTION n

In addition to its outstanding collection of 19th-century mercantile architecture, the Custom House
District possesses many wel-preserved skyscrapers dating from the first half of the 20th century. The
growth offinancialingitutions during the early 20th century spurred the expanson of Boston's Central
BusinessDidtrict into an areaformerly assodated with warehouses and mercantile interests. The scde
of the digtrict changed dramaticaly a the tum of the century, as contractors and architects embraced
new technological devdopments, such as sted-frame skeletal congtruction and high-speed  devators.
Wheress 19th-century buildingsrardy excesded six sories, by 1900, deven-gory buildingswere
increasingly common. Although technology alowed for taller sructures, this district reflects the
homogeneous scde dictated by Boston's pre-1928 building code, which limited commercid buildings
to 125 feet, gpproximately deven sories. Developers compensated for this resfrictive zoning by using
innovative massng techniques and by expanding the floor plate; the disfrict's most prominent
buildings encompass an entire city block.

In 1901, Chase and Sanborn, coffee and tea deders, erected the disfrict's last werehouse at 141-145
Broad Street. Window and Bigelow desgned an audere six-story, seventbay brick structure with
brownstone frim to house coffee roagting, packing and salesoperations.  Architectural ornament is
confined to the trabested commercia storefront with pressed metd cladding, and the upper stories
centrd tripartite windows detailed with cest iron pilagters and metd gpandreds The flat facadeis
rdlieved by a browngtone sill course a the sscond and sixth floor level and by the corbelled comice.
The sameyear, the Cunard Line hired Peebody and Steams to design their Boston heedquarters a
122-130 State Street. This ged-frame, limestone-dlad smcture meeares six ories in height and
eight baysinwidth. Itsflat facadeis articulated by atwo-story bese surmounted by three
symmetricaly-fenestrated gtories with keystone lintelsand panded sills; four Paladian windows light
the sixth story. The Classicad Reviva aesthetic was embellished with lions' heeds symbolizing the
British empire, medalions containing nautical motifs, a band of Vitmvian scroll omament, and Coade
gones representing Neptune and the River God.

The deven-gtory Board of Trade Building a 2-22 Broad Street was the digtrict's first office
building to fiilly exploit the city's 125-foot height restriction. Designed by Window & Bigelow, a
prominent Boston architecturd firm, thisfree-standing"H"-shaped building encompesses an entire city
block. The recessed centrd bays dlowed light to penetrate the building's grest masswhile dso
providing a grester number of comer offices. The familiar bass, shaft, capitd hierarchy was enlivened
by use of amgicated masonry veneer ~ athree-story limestone besewith brick above. Noteworthy
architectural detals include: the three-bay arcaded entry, the baudrade carving of Poseidon and
Mercury, and the terra cotta comice with copper cresting. A marvel of engineering, this 1901
dmcture had its own dectric power plant and its upper stories were sarviced by six devators. Upon
completion, the building was haled as "one of the most modem office buildingsin Boston."

(continued)
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Severd other well-preserved skyscrgpers exhibiting the base/shaft/capita hierarchy date from the first
decade of the 20th century. The devengstory Postal Telegraph Building, & 100-110 State Street,
concesls its sed frame behind a msticated black-granite bese and a nine-gtory, pink-granite pier and
goandrd shaft. Coolidgeand Carlson's 1902 design is cgpped by an daborate carved stone comice,
with Gresk fret work and griffin's heeds Similarly omate, the deven-gory India Building (1902) a
74-84 State Street occupies a large comer parcd. Pesbody and Steams exuberant Beaux Arts design
features a console bracketed center entry with gilded cartouch, chamfered comers, and pressed metal
comice. Thisdigtrict isfiirther distinguished by severd Classicaly-ordered skyscrgpers with brick
venesr, such asthe 1904 Employers Liability Building a 33 Broad Street, designed by Shepley,
Rutan & Coadlidge. Thisdeven-gory Rendissance Revival smcture hes a three-story brownstone bese
and apier and spandrd brick shaft segregated into three sections by thick belt courses  The nine-story
Broad Exchange a 88 Broad Street dates from 1903. Thisfree-standingstmcture is distinguished
by a mgticated sandgtone bese symmefricaly fenestrated with large arched openings, splayed keystone
lintels, and a projecting terra cottacomice.

The paradigmatic skyscraper form remained popular through the second decade of the 20th century,
with dight styligtic changes The pier-and-spandrel system is more pronounced in the buildings from
this era, with emphadis on verticdity and the alusion of grester height. Clarence H. Blackall's 1910
design for the Marshall Building, a 15-19 Broad Street, provides an eight-story yellow brick shaft
which rises unintermpted from the mdticated sandgtone base, terminating in an omate copper-crested
comice. The Fidelity Building a 114-148 State Street is one of the final buildings erected in this
digtrict inthe full-blown Classica Reviva style, as evidenced by the scroll bracketed entablatures and
cornices. Purer, lessomate pier and goandrd smictures include Arthur Bowditch's 1910 design for
113-117 State Street (1910), a six-gory, three-bay comer building characterized by thick piers which
terminate in wide ssgmentad arches benegth a moulded comice and pargpet.  The ten-story McKinley
Building (1920) a 160-170 State Street displays an indusfrial quality with itstwo-story cast sone
bass, unadomed brick-veneer shaft, and ribbon windows.

The locd height restriction was stunningly circumvented in 1915 with the compl etion of Pesbody and
Steams 495-foot tower addition to the United States Custom House, the Greek Revival centerpiece
of McKinley Square. Asthis federdly-owned property was exempt from local building codes, the
enauing twenty-five-story shaft and distinctive pyramidal-roofed clock tower achieved notoriety as the
most prominent feeture on Boston's skyline, adigtinction it retained for more than thirty years. The
tower's fire-proof, hollow tile and sted-frame constmction is conceded behind granite veneer. The
following tower description is excerpted from the 1986 Boston Landmarks Commission study report.

(continued) ‘ ;i I
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The Classicd Reviva tower addition is divided into five dagesand is evocative of the

. campanile & . Mark's Sguare in Venice, a popular source for skyscraper design a the tum-of -
the-century. The first sage provides light and ventilation to the building'soriginal granite-
domed rotunda. The second dage is atweve-story shaft composed of three inner pairs of
double-hung windows (triple hung a the lowest story) and planar comers with smdl-scaled
windows a atemating stories which expressthe service functions (e.g. lavatories, daircasess).
The third stage, with colossal engaged ordering for three gtories, iNislronic distylein antison
each devation. The three sts of couplet windowsare sheathed in copper and sgparated by
copper cdlad spandrds A heavy Renaissance comice separaesthis sage from the fourth one,
which isdivided into three primary sections a lower bacony with granite eegles & the comers,
the marble and bronze clock face, and an upper bacony screened in copper which once provided
public accessfor scenic viewing. Each clock face mesares 22 feet in diameter with hands of

. 13 and 10feet. The fina dage of the tower is a Segp pyramid punctuated by triangular
dormers.

Sae Street, the major thoroughfare connecting the harbor to Boston's businessdisfrict, possesses an
intriguing collection of edlectic early-20th-century facades. The mogt noteworthy of these is thefour-
gory, mid-19th century brick row house a 150-152 State Street which received a faux Jacobethan
Revival facadein 1918. Occupied by the British Consulate from 1919 to 1931, the building's half-
timber effect was created by gavanized iron and stucco.

Ore of the earliest post-war projects dominaes an entire city block, the monumenta 1923 Insurance
Exchange Building, a 24-44 Broad Stredt, is afree-standing,trapezoida plan building. Designed by
Coolidge and Shattuck, a successr firm to Shepley, Rutan and Coolidge, this deven-gory limestone-
clad building is a fine example of the more auderg flattenedversion of 1920s Classicad Reviva
architecture. The stmcture's vast pier and goandrd facades are relieved by gilded capitds, a Greek-
key frieze, denticulated comice, and swag-decorated pargpet.

The 1927 Batterymarch Building a 54-68 Batterymarch Street, Boston's first Art Deco skyscrepe,
addressed Bogton's strict setback requirements and height limits in an innovative fashion. Designed by
noted architect Harold Field Kellogg, this sed frame and reinforced concrete smcture features three
narrow towers (in"E"- plan configuration) resting on atwo-story base. The subtle color gradation of
the brick cladding and mortar emphegzesthe building'sverticality, while the towers are embdlished
by jewel-like terra cotta omament. The central arched entry is digtinguished by pressed metd tiles
detailed with symbols of Americana, such as an eagle, a covered wagon, the Saugusiron Works, two
locomoatives, an oil rig, and an arplane flying over the Batterymarch Building.

(continued)
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This district's once seamless flow of architecture down to the waterfront was savered in the late 1950s
with the constmction of the Centrd Artery. A wide swath of demoalition preceded constmction of this
devated expressivay, a project designed to relieve traffic congestion in the dense downtown areas The
Bogston Planning Board first proposed this scheme inthe 1930 Report on a Thoroughfare Planfor
Bogton, prepared by Robert Whitten, President of the American City Planning Institute. This sted
girder six lane highway forms the district's eastem boundary.

In evauating this district's architecturad stock, nine buildings were identified as "nhon-contributing"
gmctures. Five pre-1928 buildings were severdy dtered, thus meriting non-contributing status. 34-36
Batterymarch, alae-Gresk Revivd warehouse, received a Chicago style facade in 1914, achange
deamed incompatiblein style and materids to surrounding buildings. 31-35 India Street's ¢. 1960s
facade trestment dso detracts from the district's architecturd character. 112 Broad Street (1905-
1915) is an architecturally undigtinguishedfive-story,yellow brick ssmcture, dtered by a red brick
vener commercid storefront. 65-66 Chatham Street, an 1830s gable-roofed brick stmcture with
trabested granite storefront, once bore a striking resemblance to Alexander Parris adjacent South
Market Building. Thissimilarity ended inthe 1950s, when the building's upper levels and gable roof
were removed, leaving only atwo-gtory remnant. 42-48 Batterymarch Street's was similarly
tmncated; only the first two gtories of the origina (c. 1860)five-storymeass survive.

Four new office towers have been dted inthis district snce 1988, they include: 20-21 Custom House
Street, 52 Chatham Street, 61-64 Chatham Street, and 49 India Street.  The 1995 demolition of 80
Broad Street, an audere seven-gory, pier and spandrd building, deared a ste for the district's latest
office tower development.

(end) N 96\ .

Archaeological Description

The Cugom House Didrict isa 159 acre parcd located in dovntovn Bogton. Thedidrict is bounded
to the ead by the Central Artery, to the south by High Srest and to the west by Batterymarch Stredt.
At the point where Batterymarch Srest merges with Kilby Stred, the limits of the didfrict begin to
take a sapentine route around the Fleat Center (75 Sate Sret) heading eest on Kilby Place,
rounding the building until Kilby Srest merges with Sate Sreat again. There the boundary turns
north to the dde lat line of 74 Sate Sredt, and then turns ees on line with Chatham Stredt, then
south on Commercia Stredt, tuming eet on Sate Sredt until it merges with the Centra Artery. The
Cugom House Didfrict contains a numbe of cross dreds and alleyways induding India, Broad, Milk
and Franklin Sregts The didrict is densdy devdoped and occupied by many higoric gmdures
Two gpen aress srve as parking lots and two as amall paved parks Three 1996 congmction Stesin
the parcd arerdated to utility rdocation for the Central Artery/Tunnd Project. Thesdtes are located
on Wdl Sreg a the comer of Broad Sregt and the corridor of the Centra Artery, on the ead dde of

K (continued)
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the Custom House, and a thejunction of High Sfreet and the Cenfral Artery. Two underground
garages ae located a 30 Milk Sfreet and a the westemn terminus of Chatham Street. There are no
visible remains of any potentialy significant archaeologica resources inthedistrict.

Mogt of the Custom House Didtrict is located on what was known as Greet, and later, Town Cove, and
was alarge inlet on the southeest shore of the Shawmut Peninsula. According to Clough's
recongmcted map of 1895, only two portions of the Custom House Disfrict are located on original
Bogton: the portion north of State Sfreet and west of Merchants Row, and the part south of
Batterymarch (east extension), west of Broad Strest and north of High Street.  There are no prehistoric
dtesrecorded inthe Custom House Didtrict, however thirteen prehigtoric stes are located within aone *
mile radius. Three prehigtoric Stesare located neer the district. Stes 19-9UJ-60 and 19-SU-61 were
located under an historic, modem landfilled areathat was origina Boston. Thesetwo dteswere
identified as Middle Archaic and Late Woodland (disturbed). Site 19-9U-16 was a large Late Archaic
fish weir dte located on the origina Charles River estuary/tidal flats. The Massachusatts Historical
Commission (1982: 22) suggeststhat prehistoric survivas in Boston would mogt likely be specidized
dtesand located in peripherd aress like idands and quarries. During an archaeologicd survey of the
75 Sae Stret parcel, which is adjacent to the district, no prehistoric steswere identified. They did
however discover part of the original shordline dating to the Contact Period (Roberts et. al. 1989).

A high potentid exigts for locating historic archaeologicd dtes in the Cusom House Disfrict. A

number of archaeologicd investigations and surveys have been completed in, adjacent to or neer the j
digtrict. These dudies have contributed to the overall understanding of the land-use history of the
digtrict and possible archaeologicd survivals.

Bogton was permanently settled by Europeans inthe 1630s in the Town Cove area of the Shavmut
Peninsula A town center was soon etablished a the present day junction of Washington and State

Streets (varioudy known as Great, King, and later Siate Street).  State Sfreet connected Washington

Street, which was the road connecting the Neck with the Mainland, to the towns commercid center.

Town Dock. The filling of the Town Dock began soon after November 1641, when land was granted

to amerchatt and his assodatesfor the purpose of building wharves and warehouses (Whitehill 1968: *e
11). Major land/cove dterations continued through the 17th century. , A

By the early 1700's the Custom House Didtrict parcd had developed into a bustling commercia and
resdentia areathat included wharves, homes, tavems, shops and warehouses. In 1710, the building of
Long Wharf was undertaken. Long Wharf was congmcted a the terminus of King (later State) Stredt,
and extended well into the harbor. With Boston's ties to England, and centrd location, Long Wharf
became one of the largest, and busest wharves on the eest coadst.  Archaeologicd investigations of
Long Wharf (Parce D-10) uncovered intact portions of the wharf from seven to thirteen and a half
feet beow surface including a 1763 section. Geotechnicd data fiirther confirmed the location of the
wharf as well as a 1826 section. Eighteenth and nineteenth century granite bulkheeds associated with

(continued)
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the wharf were dso located. The remains of the wharf condgted of large timbers and planking, which
varied for the different sections and congtmiction periods (Bower, & al.1984: 42-43). The deveopment
of the Town Cove area dwindled during the later half of the century, however a resurgencein
maritime activitieswes evident after the Revolution.

The Broad Sfreet Associates, established in 1803 and led by Uriah Cotting, brought about significant
changes inthe Cugtom House Disfrict parcd. Cotting and his assodates planned for the development
of acommercid cater in Boston's merchant arear  the building of India Wharf, the widening and
laying out of Broad and India Sfreets, and the erection of ores and brick warehouses along them
were soon carried out. A Phese | investigation of the Town Cove area (Elia and Seashdles 1989)
indicated that possble remains of a 19th-century commercid block designed by Charles Bulfinch, and
archaeologicd survivas assodiated with IndiaWharf may exist. The dte was located between Well,
India, Franklin, and Wharf Streets. During the Phese |l investigations (Cook, Balicki, and Smith
1992), no wharf remains or Bulfinch foundationswere located. Early nineteenth century fill layers
from the devdopment of India and Broad Streets were located, however, these fill layers were not
found to be significant. Ancther mgjor devdopment in the Town Cove area during the 19th-century
was the mgjor filling episodesthat were undertaken to creste more land. The filling in of the Town
Dock areq just north of the Custom House District, was very significant to the development of this
core area. By the 1820's, the Quincy Market Block, including the North and South Market
warehouses were under constmction. This filling episode was noted during the archaeologica
investigations of the former Town Dock. During archaeologica excavations undertaken a Faneuiil
Hall in 1991, the study of landfill assemblageswas examined. The investigations determined that the
artifacts recovered from the landfills or from deposits within the landfills provided information on

broad pattems of trade or diet, as well as dte specific activities (The Cultural Resource Group, 1993:
X1-13).

The process of filling between the wharves continued through the 1800's and by the end of the 19th-
century, mogt of the wharf area around Town Cove had bean filled and new smctures erected on that
land. In 1868, Atlantic Avenue was laid out and extended from Fort Hill to the North End. Although
the fire of 1872 avoided mog of the Custom House Didtrict, a few buildingson the fringe areawere
involved inthe post-fire building initiative. One of these buildings was the Chadwicks Lead Works,
176-184 High Sfreet, built in 1887, and in operation until 1902. The building is still standing today.
The Lead Works manufactured white lead, cast lead, lead pipe and solder. Lead shot was dso
manufactured a this company, and the "lead tower" from which molten leed was dropped, is still
intact. Possble archaeologicd survivas for this ste might include waste materids from the
metallurgical processes, as well as other industrid artifacts.

(end)
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8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE i . -V

The purpose of this amendment isto extend the period of sgnificance for the Custom House Historic
Didtrict into the 20th century (up to 1928, the year the Batterymarch Building was completed), thereby
recognizing the district's continued importance in the aress of architecture, commerce, and urban
devdopment. This expanded condderation not only clarifiesthe preservation gatus of 20th century
dructures but dso andlyzes bdow ground historic resources and their potential to yield important
information. The original 1973 Nationa Regiser nomination specified a two-century period of
dgnificance (1700-1899); only fifty-one of the district's seventy-eight buildings date from this period.
By expanding the period of sgnificanceto 1928, the number of contributing buildings increasesto

4 sxty-nine, with nine structures deamed non-contributing due to age or loss of integrity. District
resources dating from 1900 to 1928 medt criteria A, C and D a the locd levd, exliibiting integrity of
location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

At the dawn of the 20th century, many New England-based corporations edablished their heedquarters
in Boston. The Cusom House Didtrict proved a desirable business address offering proximity to
Brahmin invesment capita, shipping and rail terminals, and a new form of architecture which
enhancad the corporate image The tum of the century was an ea of financial consolidation, whereby
rivaling manufacturers merged labor and capita in order to create new and powerfid corporations. In
addition to monopolizing production, these young corporations benefited from aggressve marketing,
efficient distribution networks, and a new professona management hierarchy. A review of early 20th
century city directories confirmsthe concentration of corporate and financia officesin this area

Upon completion in 1920, the McKinley Building was immediately tenanted by the heedquarters of
New England's mog prominent cotton manufacturers.  the Massachusetts Cotton Mills, Pepperdl
Manufacturing Company, Lewiston Bleschery & Dye Works, and E. A. Shaw & Company.

The 1901 congtruction of the Board of Trade Building, & 2-22 Broad Street, was a portent indicator
of this areds datus as the hub of New England commerce. Boston's Associated Board of Trade was
edtablished in 1891 to advance "the genard  interests of Boston through combined action by various
budness associations.” 1t was the outgrowth of mid-century effortsto unite mercantile interedsin
regards to port policies and regulations.  Although Boston's baance of trade was sound, its
sgnificance as a port city was edlipsed by Philadelphia and New York City. New York processed five
times the tonnage of cargo &s its neeres compsetitor, as foreign cargo and Pacific trade (viathe
Panama Cand) was increasingly routed through its port. Boston's wharves were dependent on
domedtic waterbome commerce and the ships which plied the Atlantic segboard.  Another important
indicator of the port's continued prosperity was the 1912 expangon of the U.S. Custom Department's
Bogon office. A twenty-five-story Classicad Revival tower was erected on top of the 1847 Gresk
Revival granite edifice, providing additional office goece for revenue agents. Prior to the ingtitution of
the Federd Income Tax in 1913, shipping tariffs paid a ports of entry were the primary source of
federd revenue. The U.S. Custom Housewas vecated in 1986 upon completion of Boston's new

o N i \ -v.N , - . ) « - . . .
T (continued)
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federd office, the Thomas P O'Neill, J. Building on Causaway Stredt.

The dodks also budled with passsnge transt, as Bogon possessad diredt deamship connedtions with
the prindpal dities of the world. Two mgar transatlantic shipping lines sited thear offices on Sate
Sregt during the first decade of the 20th century. The Compagnie Generale Transatlantique was

,024-<X,a

heedquartered in the Pogstal Telegraph Buildinga 100-110 State Street. 1n 1901, the Cunard Line,

a pionexring British-owned transatlantic seamship company, congruded their local heedquarters at
122-130 State Stredt.

Boston's banks were dso caught up inthe consolidation movement; from 1898 to 1906 the number of
loca banking establishments decreased from sixty to twenty-eight. A saries of Classicd Revival office
towers rose dong State Street, symbolizing the district's continued financial prowess. The Fidelity
Building, & 144-148 State Street, erected in 1915 for the Fiddity Trust Company was subsequently
home to CitizensNational Bank (1923-26) and Shawvmut Nationa Bank (1927 to the 1980s).

Insurance agendies and brokers congregeated in this section of the city, offering sophigticated tools for
managing risks assodated with expanding domestic and foreign trade.  Through the first quarter of the
20th century, Boston was the largest wool center in the world, receiving more than 50% of the raw
wool imported into the country. It was d0 the nation's export capita for shoes, legther, paper,
coffee, teg, and fish. In 1904, the Employers Liability Insurance Company erected an degant
deven-gory tower a 33 Broad Street.  This pioneering British company was organized in regponseto
Parliament's 1880 passage of the Employer's Liability Act, whereby employers were mede liable for
injuries suffered by employess while working. Liability insurance relieved the employer's burden of
settling accident clams. Two decades later, a grander and more austere monument to the industry was
aected a 24-44 Broad Street; the Insurance Exchange Building capitdized on the continued
demand for insurance office space

In additionto corporate offices, this area continued its 19th-century association with coffee and tea
brokerage firms. Onetraditiona disfrict sawart, the Chase and Sanborn Company, grew to
intemational prominence during the first quarter of the 20th century. Founded in 1864 by Cdeb
Chese and James Sanbom, thistea and coffee dedler moved saverd times within the district before
congructing the immense six-story brick warehouse a 141-149 Broad Street in 1901. Chese and
Sanbom innovated the method in v hich coffee was digtributed, shifting from bulk to packeged goods.
The company patented the process for seding ground-roagted coffeeintin cans The Broad
Exchange a 88 Broad Street was dso known for its concentration of coffee, tea, and food brokers.
Revere Sugar sdected the Marshall Building, a 15-19 Broad Street, for its corporate headquarters.

(continued) > "o
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As New England's financial and insurance capital, Boston's prosperity hinged on the economic vitality
of the region. Bogton's financia moorings began to dip following World War |. Wheress, other
city's enjoyed a pos-war boom, known as the roaring '20s, Boston was crippled by the loss of severd
prominent regiond industries: textiles, shoes and flimiture. Textile manufactures relocated to the
South, lured by the proximity of rav materids, low taxes, and non-union labor. With sattlement
goanning the continent to the Pacific, the locus of the consumer market steadily drifted towards the
mid-West. New England shoe manufacturers were geographicaly isolated from burgeoning retail
ceanters beyond the Eagtemn sesboard. With mogt of their profits generated from women's footwear, a
notorioudy fickle market with ssasond production runs and ever-changing fashions, shoe
manufacturers moved west to be doser to the center of the nationa market.

The Batterymarch Building (1928) was the lag structure erected inthis district prior to the stock
market crash of '29. Atthe time of construction, this property, originally known as the Public
Savices Building, was the largest office building in downtown Boston. Early tenants included

insurance companies, ges & eectric companies, and manufacturing heedquarters.  No new building
congtruction occurred inthis district for over sixty years.

Commercid red estate devdopment ground to an abrupt halt in the wake of the Grest Depression.
Boston's once bustling port deteriorated as the bulk cargo trade relocated to New York City. The
loca economy revived inthe late '40s with the growth of reseerch and development firms aong the
city's circumferential beltway corridor (Route 128.) Boston's banks and investment housesrallied via
asodiations with vanguard firms which capitadized on new technologies. This economic resurgence
failed to spur a new wave of congruction in the Custom House District. Ingead the area weas targeted
for amagjor 1950s trangportation improvement, the construction of an devated six-lane highway,
known as the Centrd Artery. Demolition assodiated with this project eroded the district's eegtem
boundary and severed this area from the waterfront.

(end)
Statement of Architectural Significance

Most of the district's early-20th-century buildings adhere to the paradigmatic form outlined as
"practicd conditions' in architect LouisH. Sullivan's 1896 article, "The Tall Office Building
Artistically Condidered.” The ground levdl was "devoted to dores, banks or other establishments
requiring large areg, ample soece ample light, and greet freedom of access" The sscond sory,
"accessble by stairways," held large function rooms and "above this an infinite number of stories of
officespiled tier upon tier, one tier just like another tier." Mechanica and power systems were

(continued)
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located below grade.  Tum-of-the-century criticsfrequentlylamented the growing disparity between
building technology and architectura style, wherein devdopments in construction practices outpaced
aeshetic condderations. Sted-framed skyscrgperswere sheathed with a masonry veneer, typicaly
brick or limestone, which was then ornamented with the architectural vocabulary of some revivalist
syle: Gothic, Romanexgue, Italian Renaissance, etc. Mogt of the early-20th-century  skyscrapers
within the digtrict are consarvatively Classicd, with facadesconforming to a base/shaft/capita
hierarchy and omament gemming from either the Renaissance Revival or Beaux Arts aesthetic. The
shaft section of these towers usualy embrace the pier and spandrd  system of construction,
characterized by narrow vertical piers and decorative horizontal meta, sone, or terra cotta spandrels.
Examples of thistype include: the Fidelity Building a 144-148 State Street, the Broad Exchange

a 88 Broad Street, the Marshall Building & 15-19 Broad Street, the Employers Liability Building

a 33 Broad Street, and the Board of Trade Building & 2-22 Broad Street. Prominent architects
active during this era include: Clarence Blackball, Coolidge & Shattuck, Window & Bigelow, and
Shepley, Rutan, & Coolidge.

Sed frame engineering also chalengad local zoning condraints Bogton's building codes limited
haght to 125 feet (gpproximatdy deven sories), refusng to competewith its dder cities for talles
kysrapa accolades. This hational compdition began in 1885 with the completion of Chicago's first
skysraper, William L eBaron Jenny'sten-gory Hame Insurance Building.  Within a decade New
York countered with the 17-dory Manhattan Life Inaurance Company. Civic pride sourred the
congrucfion of large drudures the 20-gory American Surety Building (1895); the 26-gory . Paul
Building (1896); the 30-dory Park Row Building (1898), and the 55-gory Woodworth Building.

Bogon'sfir st true skyscraper was the twenty-five gory Cusom House Tower. This Classical Revival

dructure is sgnificant asthe best knovmn and lag major work of the diginguished Bogton ar chitectural
firm of Pesbody and Steams  Radbat Swvain Peabody (1845-1917) and John Goddard Steams (1843-
1917) were Harvard-educated architects who fir st me while employed under Wareand Van Bmnt.
Mo of this prdlificfirm'scommissons are conoantrated in the North Eadt, athough they maintained
branch officesin Pittsburgh and . Louis. Thefirm's commerda buildings (induding office towers
dores banks and hotds) numbered about sixty, with thirty-four erected in Bogton of which twenty-
one aurvive. Othe examples of Pesbody and Steams wark in the Cugtom House didrict indude the
Cunard Building a 122-130 Sate Stredt, and the India Building a 74-84 State Stredt.

The 1920s introduced more sophigticated solutions for designing tall buildings. Writing in 1923, one
critic regigtered his disdain for "vintage" skyscrapers "with the familiar and functionless trestment of
bese shaft, and cap..." A contemporary summed up the Classical Revival conundmm as follows:

When the engineer posed the greatest of all architectura problems to American architects, the
shock was entirely without artistic anticipation. In the dire necessity for clothing this unsightly
monger, architecture flew to tradition, and hurriedly devised an artigtic formula (Architectural
Record, Feb. 1924:135).

(continued)
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By the early-1920s architects exchewed the three-part hierarchy for more streamlined look which
emphasized height. One outstanding example of this stylistic shift is Coolidge and Shattuck's 1923
design for the Insurance Exchange Building (24-44 Broad Street). Emphadis is placed on the
vertica pands of amooth limestone venesr, cregting a sreamlined gppearance. The thick plastic
caved dements of the preceding Classcd Revival genaration have been exchanged for flat, low-relief
stylized motifs as seen by the metd spandrds.

In the mid-1920s the city passed a new zoning amendment which permitted building heights to exceed
155 feet, provided cartain set-back mles were followed. Thisresulted in greater flexibility of design
and a subgantid increase in height on large lots, without restricting the air and light of surrounding
propertties. The 1927 Batterymarch Building a& 54-68 Batterymarch Street, Boston's first Art Deco
skyscraper, addressesthese strict sathack requirements and height limits in an innovative fashion.
Designed by noted architect Harold Fidd Kellogg, this ged frame and reinforced concrete smcture
features three narrow towers resting on atwo-story base. The aubtle color gradation of the brick
cladding and mortar emphesizesthe building's verticality, while the towers are embdlished by jewel-
like terra cotta omament.

Statement of Archaeological Significance

An intensive sudy of the Cusom House District would determine further the archaeologicd integrity
of the district: intensive documentary reseerch, a detailed study of utility locations and geotechnical
data, MBTA impacts, and a building by building ingpection of existing basamentswould assig in
identifying specific dte potentidls. With exigting information, specifically the archaeologicd studies
completed inthe digtrict, the Custom House District hes a potentialy significant archaeologica record.
The Custom House Didtrict has a high potential for archaeologica survivals and is being consdered as
one dte inthis nomination.

No known prehigtoric dtes are located within the Custom House District.  Only two small parcds of
the digtrict are located on origina Boston. One parcdl, located a presant day 75 Sate Stregt was
thoroughly investigated in 1985 by Timeines, Inc. No prehistoric sSteswere located during this
investigation. Archaeological dataindicates that any prehigtoric survivalswould mogt likely be located
on the Charles River esuary, on the north sde of the Shawmut Peninsula.

(continued)
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The recregtion of the Paeoenvironmenta and historical environmenta landscgpe hes contributed to the
significance of the Cugtom House Didtrict parcd. The identification of the origina Contact Period
shoreline was a great discovery for the archaeologicd record of the Custom House Digtrict. Theland

modifications of the Town Cove area began shortly after the permanent settlement of Boston and
would continue up to presant day.

The building of Long Wharf was integra to the archaeologicd significance of the Custom House
Digtrict. Long Wharf was athriving economic focus, providing a centra location for trade with the
entire eastem seeboard, as well as the Caribbean, and intemationally. There was dso strong miilitary
importance assodiated with the district and Long Wharf: The district was located within the triangle
between Boston Common (camp grounds for the militia). South Battery located on Fort Hill (adjacent
to High Street), and Long Wharf (where all large military ships would dock). Long Wharf was one of
the busest and largest wharves on the eesten sesboard in the 1700's, and the study of Parcd D-10
suggests that archaeologica survivds of the wharf may extend to beyond the original study areaand
into the Custom House District. In additionto constmction details of Long Wharf that were
uncovered during the Parcd-10 study, the project provided comparative data for other rdlated sudies
and contributed to the regiona data beseon wharf constmction. Archaeological survivas from wharf
rdated activitiesmay ds0 exist within the district as surface arees or as stmctural remains of
warehouses and gores. The date of organic materids recovered from past wharf and water saturated
dtesreveds the potentia for well preserved archaeologicd remains that can contribute significant
information to the archaeologicd record.

The Town Cove areawas one of the first mgjor filling episodesin Boston. Although fills have limited
potentia to contribute to the archaeologica record interms of site specific information, the landfill
history of the ste or depodts within the site can address many issues -especidly in urban locations
where features such s privies, trash depodts, wells, and wagte and water managemeant features such as
dranage sysemscan survive and address issues conceming ethnicity, gender, hedlth, foodways, wade
and water managemant, and consumer behavior.

The potentia for ssmcturd survivas like basaments, or assodiated outbuildingsexists in the Custom
House District. The district was a densdy developed and complex urban area in the center of the
mercantile/commercid district. Since there is a high potential for archaeologica survivas around
danding smctures, any of the Broad Strest Associates or Bulfinch buildings would be considered
sendtive as well as the Chapman Lead Works.

Today the Custom House Didtrict parcd is part of Boston's financia district. The district's strong
historical ties are visiblefrom the standing, architectura record. The archaeologicd record for the
Cugtom House Disdtrict is documented by the data recovered from numerous Sites neer to, adjacent to,
or inthe parcd. Theserecords confirm the archaeologicd significance of the Custom House District.

(continued)
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Architect

Alden, Henry Baily
Andrews, Jeques & Rantour
Bal & Dabney

Blackall, Clarence
Bowditch, Arthur

Bradlee & Window

Bryant, Gridley

Bulfinch, Charles

—_~ =

2 =

= <

(
Cabat, Edward
Capenter, A. J (facade)
Codman, Sephen
Codlidge & Carlson
Coolidge & Shattuck
Emery, FW.R.
Fehmer, Carl
Freethy, Martin X.
Kellogg, Harold Field
Kendal, Taylor, & Sevens
Lewis, William Whitney
McGinniss, Josph
Main, CharlesT.
Martin, Abel
Mersarve, George Nelson
Pak, Charles
Paker, Charles Edward

Page

Cugom House Didtrict

Bodon (Suffolk County), Massachusdts

CUSTOM HOUSE DISTRICT
ARCHITECT LIST

Street Address

61-2, 63-4 Chatham Stregt
4 Liberty Square

22 Batterymarch Street
15-19 Broad Stregt
104-116 Water Street
119-123 Water Street
McKinley Square

5 Broad Stret

7-9 Broad Strest

63-65 Broad Stret
67-73 Broad Stregt

64 Broad Stregt

66 Broad Strregt

68-70 Broad Stret
72-72a Broad Stret
102 Broad Stret
171-175 Milk Stret
146 Milk Stret

150 Milk Stret

14 Milk Stret

158 Milk Stret

162 Milk Strest

166 Milk Stret
170Milk Stret
174Milk Stret

176 Milk Stret
112-116 Sae Strest
34-36 Batterymarch Street
7-11 Merchants Row
100-110 Sate Strect
24-44 Broad Stret
151-155 Milk Strest
41-45 Broad Stregt
115117 Water Street
54-68 Batterymarch Street
190-192 High Stret
120-122 Milk Stret
20-21 Cugtom House Stregt
52 Chatham Stret
281-285 Franklin Stregt
160-170 Sate Street

88 Broad Stregt

50-54 Broad Stret

Historic Name

Appleton Building
Exchange Club

Marshall Building
Hinckley Building

State Street Block

Broad Strest Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Broad Street Association Project
Centra Wharf

Centra Wharf

Centra Wharf

Central Wharf

Centra Wharf

Centra Wharf

Central Wharf

Central Wharf

Central Wharf

Richards Building

Postd Teegraph Building
Insurance Exchange Building

Batterymarch Building
King Building

Boston Edison Substation
Henry G. Dorr Building
McKinley Building
Broad Exchange

(continued)
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Date
1890
1900

1910

1916
1928

18%4
1989
1988

1920
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Ar chitect
Pary, Clarence
Pechody & Seams

Preston, William Gibbons

Sears William T.

Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge

Smith, John J.

Walker, C. Howard Son

Waren, Clinton J.
Window & Bigelow

8

Page

Cugom House Didrict

OMtAAproMfMe. >0M40lIl

Bogon (Suffak County), Massachusets

CUSTOM HOUSE DISTRICT
ARCHITECI LIST

Street Address
50-52 Kilby Strest
74-78 State Street
122-130 Sate Street
176-184 High Strest
90-94 Sae Stret
33 Broad Stret

177 Milk Strest
31-35 India Strest
150-152 Sate Street
144-148 Sae Strregt
2-22 Broad Strest
141-145 Broad Strest

Young, Ammi Bumham egbody S McKinley Souare

Seams
Young, George H.

172-174 High Strest

(end of

Historic Name

India Building
Cunard Building

Farlow Building

Employees Liability Building
Hour & Grain Exchange
Henry Bomstein Building

Fidelity Building

Board of Trade Building
Chae & Sanbom Coffee
U.S. Custom House

Section 8)

Date
1918
1902
1901

1891
1004

1915
1918

1901
1847/
1915
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL RESOURCES

Books n

History of Massachusetts Industries:  Their Inception, Growth, and Success (Vol. 11) Orra Stone (ed.)
Bogton: S J. Clarke Publishing Company, 1930.

Link, William and Arthur. American Epoch: A History of the United States since 1900. (Vol. 1)
New York: McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1993.

Metropolitan Boston: A Modem Higtory. (Volumelll) Albert P. Langtry (ed.) New York: Lewis
Historical Publications, 1929.

Sullivan, Mark. Our Times. The Tum of the Century. (Vol.1) New York: Chales Scribner's Sons,
1926.

Wiebe, Robert. The Search for Order:  1877-1920. New York: Hill and Wang, 1967. .

Whitehill, Walter Muir. Boston: A Topographical History. 2nd edition. Cambridge:
Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 1968.

Articles AT NN e
Gredey, W.R. "Twentieth Century Boston." American Architect, 20 November 1928, p. 648.
Sdon, Leon. "The Passing Formula for Design.” American Record. February 1924, p. 135.
Tdlmadge, Thomas "Impressons of the ALA Convention." American Record. July 1923, p.94.

Other

Bower, Beth Anne; Dempsey, Claire; Mrozowski, Stephen; and Rushing, Byron. Long Wharf:
Archaeological Tegting of Parcel D-10. Occasiond Publications in Archaeology and
History, no. 3. Massachusetts Historica Commission, 1984.

Central BusinessDistrict Preservation Study. Boston Landmarks Commission, Segptember 1980.

Cook, Lauren J.; Balicki, Joseph; and Smith, J. W. Leith. Central Artery/Tunnel Project Phase

(continued)
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|1 Site Examination, Town Cove Archaeological Site, Sudy Block TC04, Bogton, ¢
Massachusetts. Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1992,

Elia, Ricardo J., and Seasholes, Nancy S. Phase | Archaeological Investigations of the Central

Artery/Third Harbor Tunnd Project in Bogton, Massachusetts. Massachusetts Historical
Commission, 1989.

Gdlagher, Joan and King, Marsha K. 99 State Street Intensive Survey Report.  Public
Archaeology Lab, Inc. Massachusetts Historical Commission, 1985.

Historic and Archaeologica Resourcesof the Boston Area: A Frameworkfor Preservation
Decisons. Massachusdtts Historical Commission, 1982.

Lewis Berger & Associates, Inc. Archaeological Invegtigations at the Former Town Dock and
Faneuil Hall. Vol. 1., Technicad Report. Bogton National Historic Park, 1993 draft.

Prehistoric gditefiles a the Massachusetts Historica Commission.

Roberts, Michael. The Archaeology and Site History of 75 State Strest. Massachusetts
Historica Commission, 1989.

Strauss, Alan. Archaeol ogical Reconnaissance Survey: Blue Line Modernization

Project, Bowdointo State Street, Bogton, Massachusetts. Massachusetts
. Historical Commission, 1993.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA n
Verbal Boundary Description oA

The Custom House Didtrict is bounded by four surface sreets ~ Chatham and State sreetsto the
north. High Street to the south, and Batterymarch Street to the west ~ and the devated Fitzgerad
Expresswvay to the eet. The specific district boundaries are described below:

Beginning a the northwest comer of the lot & 74-78 Sate Street, proceed eest gpproximately 700 feet
dong the tront property lines of 45-66 Chatham Stret to the northeestern comer of the last. Then
procead aong the westem sde of Commercid Stregt to the southeastern corner of 160-170 State
Street.  Then proceed gpproximatedy 300 feet dong the southern sde of State Street to the northeast
comer of 199 Sae Street.  Then proceed southeast approximatedy 1,000 feet, beneath the westem-
most lane of the devated expressvay to the comer of High Street.  Then proceed west approximately
300 feet dong thefi-ont property lines of 206 to 172 High Street to the southwestem comer of the last.
Then procead gpproximately 900 feet in a north-westerly direction dong the eestem sde of
Batterymarch Street to the northwestem comer of 44-48 Kilby Street. Follow the southern and eegtem
property boundary of 75 State Street to the northwest comer of 103 State Street.  Cross Sate Stredt,
and procead gpproximately 200 feet west dong the northem sde of the street to the southwest comer

of 74-78 Sate Strest.  Then procesd gpproximately 100 feet aong the westem wall of 74-78 Sate
Stret to the point of origin.

Boundary Judtification

This amendment acknowledges the overlay of significant 20th-century commercial architecture
in the Custom House District. These boundaries conform to the district boundaries drawn for
the original 1973 National Register homination.

(end)
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1601
1646

Street Address

22 Batterymarch Street
34-36 Batterymarch Street
38-40 Batterymarch Street

42-48 Batterymarch Street
54-68 Batterymarch Street

76-78 Batterymarch Street
2-22 Broad Street

5 Broad Street

79 Broad Street
1519 Broad Street
33 Broad Street
24-44 Broad Street
41-45 Broad Street
5054 Broad Street
63-65 Broad Street
67-73 Broad Street
75-77 Broad Street
64 Broad Street

66 Broad Street
68-70 Broad Street
72-72a Broad Street
80-86 Broad Street
83 Broad Street
97-107 Broad Street
102 Broad Street
112 Broad Street
109133 Broad Street
141-145 Broad Street
3537 Central Street

Custom House District
Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts

District Data Sheet
Historic Name Datle  Status

Exchange Club 1893 C

1914 NC
Cl8lI0 C

Cl8s0 NC
Batterymarch Building 1928 C
1883 C
Board of Trade Building 1901 C
Broad Street Association Proect CI1865 C
Broad Street Association Project C1806 C
Marshall Building 910 C
Employees Liability Building 194 C
Insurance Exchange Building 1923 C
1876 C
183 C
Broad Street Association Proect CI18066 C
Broad Street Association Project C1806 C
Cls0 C
Broad Street Association Project C1806 C
Broad Street Association Project C186 C
Broad Street Association Proect CI186 C
Broad Street Association Project C1806 C
Y
Broad Exchange 1903 C
Howe & French Building Cl&sr C
Broad Street Association Proect C186 C

Clas NC
John Foster Warehouse Clss0 C
Chase & Sanbom Coffee 1901 C
1813 C

Page 1 of 4

Style
Renaissance Revival B
Chicago Style

Federal N
Altered

Art Deco

Paneled Brick

Beaux Arts

Federal

Federal

Classical Revival
Renaissance Revival
Classical Revival
Victorian Gothic
Mansard Style

Federal

Federal '/
Italianate L0
Federal

Federal

Federal

Federal

{selosBlu vl vIlvs oSl vl velvvIlve lve Buvievius v lvollve BER oS A v

Renaissance Revival
Granite Style
Federal

?

[talianate

Classical Revival
Federal (altered)

WWW®Wwww

Resource

—

Ward/Parcel

3/3828
3/4015
34014
3/4013

' 34029

3/4030
3/3823
3/3867

3/3824
3/3825
34001
3/4018
3/4019
3/4012

3/3995
3/3992
3/39%91

3/4033

33975

3/4039
3/4044
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1681

1647
1648
1748
1749
1807
1812

Street Address

20-21 Custom House Street
52 Chatham Street

61-2, 634 Chatham Street
65 & 66 Chatham Street
281-285 Franklin Street

295 Franklin Street

31-35 India Street
44-48 Kilby Street
5052 Kiby Street
5458 Kilby Street
McKinley Square
McKinley Square

7-11 Merchants Row
1521 Merchants Row
151-155 Mik Street
171175 Mik Street
120-122 Mik Street

146 Mik Street
150 Mik Street
154 Mik Street
158 Mik Street
162 Mik Street
166 Mik Street
170 Mik Street
174 Mik Street
176 Mik Street

74-78 State Street
9094 State Street

103 State Street

Custom House District

Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Historic Name e o Date
1939
Boston Edison Substation 1988
1890
CI80
Henry G. Dorr Building 1878
Rice Drystuffs Company 1872
Henry Bomstein Building 1915
James Codman Building 1873
1918
1873
U.S. Custom House 1847
State Street Block 1858
1905
C18%
1863
Broad Street Association Project 1805
King Building 18%
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
Central Wharf 1816
India Building 1902
Farlow Building 1891
Cl1915

Page 2 of 4

Status

o OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO%OO%%%%

style

Modem

Classical Revival
5

Gr. Revival (altered)

Panel Brick
Second Empire
Altered
Victorian Gothic
Classical Revival
Victorian Gothic
Greek Revival
Italianate

?

Greek Revival
Mansard
Federal

Romanesque Revival

Federal
Federal
Federal
Federal N
Federal
Federal

Py
:
:

DWWWWOWWOWWWWwWWo WWIWWWEOWmmWwWwWwWm

Ward/Parcel

3/4031
3/4032
3/4007

3/3822

3/3738
33738

' 3/4015

3/4005
3/3827
3/3824
3/3914
3/3923
3/3922
33921
3/3920
3/3919
3/3918
3/3917

3/3756
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71

2010

2147
2148
2149
2150
2151
1789
1790
1791
2151

1900

Street Address

106 State Street
100-110 State Street
109-109a State Street
112-116 State Street
113-117 State Street
122-130 State Street
144-148 State Street
150152 State Street
154-158 State Street
160-170 State Street
4 Liberty Square
104-116 Water Street
120130 Water Street
115117 Water Street
119123 Water Street
85 Wendell Street
172-174 High Street
176184 High Street
190192 High Street
7983 Wendell Street
51 India Street

49 India Street

13-15 Custom House Street

177 Mik Street

Custom House District

Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Historic Name

Renaissance Revival
Postal Telegraph Building
Westem Union Telegraph
Richards Building

Cunard Building
Fidelity Building

Monison Building
McKinley Building
Appleton Building
Hinckley Building

Flour & Grain Exchange
Custom House District

1902
cl874

1910
1901
1915
1918
19m
1920
1900
1902
1812
1916
1878

1875
1887

%
o O<%<<OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO

g

Page 3 of4

Status

Style

Renaissance Revival

Classical Revival

Romanesque Revival

Cast Iron

Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Jacobethan Revival
Pier and Spandrel
’

Classical Revival
Classical Revival
Federal Revival
Federal Revival
Federal Revival
Greek Revival
Italianate

Romanesque Revival

Classical Revival

Richardson Romenesq

Resource
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
B
i
B -txA
Si

Ward/Parcel

3/3748

33747

3/3746
33745
3/3751
3/3758
33757
3/3841
3/3867
3/3842

3/3831
3/3832
3/4038
3/4048
3/4047
3/4045
3/4039

. 33988



Custom House District
Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Total resources within district

4 Contributing Noncontributing
18 9 Buildings
1 Sites
19 Total resources

51 resources previously listed in the National Register (Custom House District, 5/11/73)

Page 4 of 4
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Form 10-301 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
(July 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OFHISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

1. NAME
COMMON: Cijt;t.nm Hniicip nig;trict
AND/OR HISTORIC:

2 LQCATION

STREET AND NUMBER;

CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
STATE: cope COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025
3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURCE:

STATE
Massachusetts
COUNTY
Suffolk
FOR NPS USE ONLY
ENTRY NUMBER DATE
WY 1 11973
CODE
Suffolk 025

B> 7.5 Series Boston South Quadrangl e

1: 24. 000
1956

‘4. REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDED ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.
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40 Beacon Street

April 2, 1973

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

18th and C Streets, N. W.
Washington, D. C. 20240

Attention: Mr. Jerry Rogers CERTIFIED MAIL
Dear Jerry:

Enclosed are seven National Register submissions for the following
properties in Suffolk County:

1. Boston, Blackstont-Block;

2. Boston, Custom House District;

3. Boston (Roxbury), John Eliot Square District;

4. Boston (Roxbury), Edward Everett Hale House; n ",
5. Boston (Roxbury), Alvah Kittredge House; ' 3
6. Boston, South End District;

7. Boston, (Charlestown), Town Hill District. o« *

These have been declared eligiblefor submission by the Massachusetts
Historical Commission, the State Review Board, and have been signed by
Secretary of the Commonwealth John F. X. Davoren, Chairman of the
Massachusetts Historical Commission and designated the State Liaison Officer,

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions are to be included
in our 1974 apportionment warrant. Therefore, we would appreciate your
processing these nominations promptly. Please let us know if any other infor-
mation is needed.

Sincerely,

/
Robert B. Rettig
Executive Director
M assachusetts Historical Commission

RBR/akc
enclosures
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ENTRIES | N THE NATI ONAL REG STER
STATE >i ASSAQ nJSETTS

Dat e Entered HY 11198
Name Location
Bost on
Suffol k Gounty
Xova Bill District (Charl est own) Bost on
Suffol k County
B«aver Hill Nort h Adans
« Berkshire County
Al'so Notified
Fon. .Evard M Kennedy Hon. John F. X. Davoren
' Secretary of the Coui.aonwenltli
ilou. John Hoakl ey Chairi'ian, Hosaachusetts historical
Hon. ThoEns P. O Naill, Jr. Coiunission
Wn. Silvio 0. Gonto 40 Beacon Street

Soaton, MaseachuButts 02108

Director, Northeast Region
g [PHR NRowland: pel 5/16/73



Kay 10, 1978

Ks. Beverly L. Janes »

Director, Qperational Planning Staff* \,

General ServicesAdm nistration L>

Region 1 . \y'y yin'-y -
John W MQonaack Bui | di ng ' , .27
Boston, Massachusetts 02109 r *
Dear Ms. Janes:

h My 8, 1978, the Council received a determ nation fromthe General
Services Administration that internal illxnaination of the clock hands
and painting of theclock face of the tower clock would not adversely
affect then.S Giatma Hitfia | n Rn.ttnn. Mla oflf;hugett«.  The U S
Quetons house |s a property i nthe QustomHouse Historic District, a
property included i nthe National Register of Historic Places. fh*e
Executive Director does not object toyour determnation.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along with supporting
docunentation and this concurrence, should be included i nany assessnent
or statement prepared forthis tndertaking i nconpliance with theNational
Environnental Policy Act and shoul d be kept i nyour recordstasce”l dence
of your conpliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation
Act of 1966 (16 U S. C 470f, as anended, 90 Stat. 1320).

Tour conti nued cooperation is appreciated. jn-

Sl ncerely yours*

* Si gned /
Y. -« Mra p. Harrison .
Assi stant Director
Office of Review «
* > and Conpl i ance

CC o o - ]

Chai r man A

SO Miss AGC &GA HORS

QRG Gonway: kbs  5-10
File: MY QustomHouse H. D./ 106/ GSA/illum nati on of cl ock tower

NEW « CLOSED St y -\



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
lililiiral Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HI STOR | CA L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

June 16, 1980

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper

National Register of Historic Pl aces

United States Departnent of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
| Vashi ngton DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull: |, \ locuAMA'IM  CuiieM House OisU/tt

In accordance with the pertinent regulations (36 QR 1202.17), the Mass-
achusetts Historical Gonmssion requests that the Pond Building, Qe
Faneui| Hall Sguare, Boston, be renoved fromthe National Register of
Historic Places.

The building was substantially destroyed b?/ fire on Novenber 17, 1979,
and has | ost thegualities which nade i t eligiblefor listing. Docren-
tation i s enclosed.

| f you shoul d have further questions, please feel free tocontact ne.

Si ng™My,

Patricia L. Vésl owski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Hi storical Gonm ssion

FLWej

encl osur es , N






riv- uwutit of Saaboru's, Cliarlts ( runes, iils in lhe truck he plans to operate out of today because the building that had housed his fish market since 1963 burniul [U.uii .siinr,!;y iu(lii.

i\ V,iv Spring ., il
Sii. itl luTiL- Glohe

.Saiibmii's Fish Market will be open for busi-
Il imUy iSIl hes ben for 49 years, but owner
liiHii ilu liji k (f j iruuk. Thefish market shome,
1 lii:>iiiiu' liuiMing a 2 Merchants Kuw in Bus
uii, wii (li-sruyed by fire Saturday night.

| sill! have my truck," Crones said, "s0 we
21 11 wlidlesale business but not the retail.

1til Liiiiiiii; wecan do mogt anywhere.”
".Anvwtuit" may be right outside the land-
iiuiik liiiililiii* in the Quincy Market areg, the

Miijli >~ tu'h& operated inlhai locationsince
BIIN]

llIs Liilur, Charles (J S, founded the fish
. THIM T Ui after asplit with his partner, col-
li @iliiilir lack.A Sanborn, laier apartner in the
I'hj.i Ai Saiiliorn Co. The Sanborn name was

continued because"it was . .7well, known in the
aen" sad Crones

Crones says he does not want to relocate. " |
might find atemporary location, but once the ol*
place is back in shape, I'll move us right back
there" he said with determination.

The three-alarm fire ripped through the six-
story brick mercantile building Saturday night,
causing it to collapse early yesterday.

The upper five stories of the building owned
by Architectural Heritage were unoccupied and
in the process of being renovated for offices. Ar-
chitectural Heritage, developer of Old City Hall
on Schodl street, hes been designated by the Bos
ton Redevdopment Authority as developer of the
Sanborn building and an adjacent vacant lot
owned by the BRA.

About 200 patrons a nearby Cricket's restau-

N

< . , e

(Globf and VI* photos®

_( o* e "__)-_a

lHur ned-out fish marka to do busness from truck

rant and bar were evacuated when flames burst
through the roof of the Sanborn building.

Deputy Fire Chief John Clougherty estimated
dameges a $750000. He said the building was
completely ablaze when trucks arrived minutes
after the first darm sounded a& 1048 p.m.

The arson squad is investigating the fire that
Deputy Fire Chief Robert Machines caled "sus-
picious’ because it soread 0 rapidly. Twenty
minutes after the fire was discovt-red, two walls
that had been straining againgt the surrounding
scaffolding, went crashing to the ground.

Orefirefighter a the sa* sad the heat from
the fire actually mdted the scaffolding. "It's like
afurnace" he said. "Once that wood on the insde
Qoss that's it. The whole thing's coming down.”

Firefighters threw up a series of waier cur-
tains to kegp the spreading flames from reaching

historic Faneuil Hall, which is less ilum 50 feet
away from the fish market.

In all, firefightersused nearly HIl pieces of
equipment to battle the blaze, preventing its
soreed to adjacent buildingsin the complex.

"The biggest problem," accordint® to hirelie-
partment spokesmen William J. (‘an y, "was hav-
ing to duck from the rocks and bullies bt-iiii,
thrown a us (firefighters) by groups uf kids
passing by."

TheMerchantsRow  areaof Quiiuy Market at-
tracts crowds of young people, mostly college stu-
dents who patronize the string of | 'ulis there

The only reported injury w.s to a
photographer for United Pressinieiiiational, who
suffered atwo-inch gash on his left i luuk when
one wal crashed to the ground. He w.is treated
by an emergency medica team on ilie scene



‘I'm e i Miintti'ifiir®B
riu owner ol Senborn's Charles Croues dts in the truck he plans to operate out of today because the building that hed housed his fish market Snce iy!;i hiirm d down .Sdnrday nit-lil.
(Gabe ad AV |iliutog



THE NEW YORK TIMES, MONDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 1979

Unlffd Pmn Imnmatloul
A three-darm fireraging Saturday night In a building across from Faneuil Hall In Boston's Quincy Market area

Around
the
Nation'”

Bogton Firemen Protect

Faneuil Hall From Blaze

_BOSTON. Nov. 18 (AP) — Firefighters
d'egted acurtain o water to protect his-
toric Faneuil Hal and the Quincy Market
in donvrtoamn Boston from a thrée-darm
fire raging 100 fet away last night..
~ The blaze destroyed a six-gtory build-
ing & 1 Faneuil e, and embas
from it fell on the roofs of the historic
buildings. The rear wadl of the burning
gructure callapsed, forcing firefighters
and spectatorsto flee,

The burned building, which was bang
renovated, housd only the JA. Sanbom

: ,a ledé fish deder onthe
firstfloor. An estimated 20 patrons ware
evacuated from a nearby dining club dur-
ing thefire. No Injurieswere ri

Fire Chief John Cl or-
?er the arson squed to Invesigate the
ire,

The 200-year-dd Fanevuil Hall, known
as the "Cradle o Liberty," was a mest-
mg;I place for Colonid reviolutionaries and
still” sarves as a forum for politicians.
Quincy Market, with dozens of stores and
restarantsin arenovated sfone market,
is a shopping attraction for Bostonlans
and tourists.



~ire damages
puilding near
—aneuil Hall

A gpedtacula threedarm fire in the
Quincy Market area of the Bodon water-
front causd extasive daregeto asix-

"gary building containing Sanbom's Fshi

Markets on the south Sde of the complex.
No sious injurieswere repiodedin
the blaze, which shortly after 11 pm. lit
the skiesover Bagton harbor with a bright
orange gow that coud be seen for miles
Tharewess no immedite edimate o dam-
ap ad the ason squed wes cdled lo the
sae ealy today to invedigate the cause

. o theblaze

—

The building a& 28 Merchants Row,
which is adjacent to Faneuil Hal, is
onved by the Bodon Revdopment Au-
thority ad was undergoing extensive
renovations when the fire broke out. The
only tenant wes the fish market on the
first floor.

Scaffolding thrown up around the
building for the renovation work broke
win thehed o the blaze and sections of
it plummeting to the ground presanted
aed hezardsto firefighters.

The Quincy Maket areg, a fiopular
downtown entertainment center, was
conded with hundred? of patrons inits
may redaurants and bars Parons a
Houlihan's, a restaurant ad ber on the
lower levd of the First Nationd Bark
building adjacent to the fire soag left
that egablihment when the blaze broke
out. but returned shortly after it wes
brought under control a about ir.50 p.m.
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U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 8/12/81
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TIME OF CALL

TELEPHONE REPORT A
1. CALL n TO; [H FROM (Nm 2. ADDRESS (Tel, No. 11 needed)
Dave Watts DOl Solicitors Office
343-7957

S SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.,ETC.

Re: Fond Building, Custom House District, Boston

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION
I'ssues: Awproperty i naNational Register district wassubstantially destroyed
by fire. DA hadgiven grant noney prior tothe fire - the S¥Ovrants t he
covenants i nthe: grant tobe released. SHFOwote the National Register requesting
that theproperty be removed from the NR(Gants Manuel says that when £ property
is damaged cr destroyed, the SHOshould have i t renoved from the NR. The
owner i salso interested i nnet being subjected toany Tax Act disincintives.
The NRdoes not renove from the NRbuildingsindistrictsthat have loss integrity-
this has al ways been acconplished through the Tax Act decertification process.
Question: WIl the SHFOletter suffice as arequest for decertification of the
bi-ilding for purposes of the T3x Act? -Z -
Answer: Nb - theatfnt;r nust request adecertification - this can be done by t he
owner sending toour regional office either a conpleted Part | requestinga
decertification of thebuilding, or aletter stating the facts of the building's

loss of interrity andrequesting adecert. -

NAME OF PERSON PLACINO/RECEI VINS CALL TITLE

Patrick Andrus Hi storian Nationa] Register

FHR-8-227
June 1978



U S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ""TE 8/12/81
HERrTAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT THEen e A
1. CALL Q "TO; D FROM  (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. Il needed)
Gary Hure Deputy Division Chief

Techni cal Preservation Services

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO.. ETC.

Pond Building, Custom House District, Boston
4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION
The Grants Manual |anguage inreferring totheremval of covenants on

damiged or destroyed buildings, says that the SHOshould request that the
property be renoved from the National Register - this |anguage i s gearedtc
individually listed properties. The SHOshould send t othe regional office a
request for the removal of the covenants contained inthe grant, basedon

a loss of integrity or these qualities for which the property was listed. I n

this case, the 3FOIletter of June 16,1980, will suffice as arequest for the

renoval of the covenants. Theregional office nayrespond inoneletter (addressed

to the ovTier andcctothe SHRQ toboth theowner's decertification request

and the SHCs request for the renoval of the covenants. = -

NAME OF PERSON PLACINO/RECEIVINO CALL TITLE

Patrick Andrus Historian Nat i ona] Register

FHR-8-227
June 1978



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 0'TE 8/13/81
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TELEPHONE REPORT TIMEOF eAtt A
1. CALL [3 TO; [n FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No, U needed)
Patricia Weslowski MA SHFO

3. SUBJECT, PROJECT NO., ETC.

Pond Building, Custom House District, Boston

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

| relayed t hesubstance or our conversations with Gary Hine (TPS) and
Dave Vatts (Solicitor's Office), onthenecessity of an owners request f or
decertification for purposes of the Tax Act, and SHRCrequest that the covenants
contained i nthegrant berenmved. She said that shewill send a letterto
the region and thePart | signed by the ov.ne and request that theregion

respond t oboth issues i nasingle letter.

NAME OF PERSON PLACINO/REC EIVIN« CALL TITLE
Patrick Andrus Historian Nat i onal Register
FHR & 227

June 1978



AB 24195

‘m M« Patricia L. Vsl owski o
I Executive Director
Massachusetts Historical Consol ssloa

™ 7 294 Véshi ngton Street
00 M Bost on, Massachusetts 02108
1= 00 FA .
0 o 2 Dear Ms. Wesl owski :
B d
Oe & Xhaak youfor your letter of June 16, 1780, inforsiing the National
B3 Register, pursuant tothe Grants |-fanagenient "ianual. Chapter 7, Section 9.k
7 o that the Pond Building, located in the QustomKouae Historic District, has
v been destroyed by fire.
PS 0
Zi
( " Based onyour |etter, the accosipanying docuaantation, andrecent phone
conversations, | believe that the integrity of the historic structure
tc . has been lost, andit can no |longer be considered a historic buildingor
? 0 a building which contributes tothe National P.egi8ter district.
IJ rl
Al though the Gants Mwnagenent Manual addresses individuallylisted *N
| buildings, it does not articulate a procedure for contributing buildings
inahistoric district, where delisting i s not applicable. Therefore,
this letter will beincluded in the official district file toreflect
mj determnation that the Pond Building i s nolonger a contributing
structure. This letter will also serve torelease the subgrantee from
al | maintenance and administration responsibilities required under the
M terns of the grant-in-aid anarded tothe property.
H
2 The regulations for the Tax BeformAct require that the owner of record nust

apply for decertificatlcmof the building toinsure that the disincentives of
Pi the Act (IRC section 167(0) and 2a(B) do not apply tothe denolition of the
building or to newconstruction onthe site. Therequest for decertification
! should be addressed to the Md-Atlantic Btegional Office, National Park
0 Service, and nust docunent the fact that insufficient historic fabric remains
to conprise ahistoric structure. This request for decertification nay taka
the formof aletter with an acconpanyi ng photograph or a conpleted Fart 1
i of the Tax ReformAct application.

0 o
| | Thank you for bringing this matter to our attention. Should you hafo  7\™A
00 0 any further questions, please feel free tocontact MB Lee Quney in th«™ '
~ Md-Atlantic i”ioBSI Office.
9 #i sc«rely yo«rs,

.Carol D. Shull XSgi.y.

cc: M. Lee Qirney . J
. Md-Atlantic Reg. Office Carol D Shull .
« VNational Park Service Acting Keeper of th
f ~:: 143 South Third Street ; National Register Disk 28 0447

Phi | adel phia, PA 19106 "



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

27 August 1996

Caral Shull

Kesgper *

Nationa Regiger of Historic Flaces

Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

P. O. Box 37127 Y/ e LI
Woashington, D. C. 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed pleesefind the following nomination form:
Cugom House District (1996 Amendment), Boston (Suffolk County), Massachusetts
The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been dgned by the State

Historic Presarvation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State Review Board consderation 60-
120 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: Ellen Lipsey, Director, Bosgon Landmarks Commission
Mayor Thomas Menino
Maura FitzPatrick, Boston Landmarks Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470
Fax: (617) 727-5128 TDD: 1-800-392-6090



WBE original | ndustrial/ Manufact.
ESTI MATED G5 800, 000. 00

H3.H NG UN TS before
NHL () NHL District () NR() NRDistrict

N A after N/A

Name of districtCLstom House District

NAME AND ADDRESS OFOMER

SIGNIFICANCE
PRELIMINARY

Date received

Data lofo requested
Date info received
Date of action

() contributing

() non-contributing
() conditional

APFEAL
Date received

|O'-77-MA-"Bc-OiT6 ~"

FINAL

Date received
Date info requested
Date Info received

Date of action 10/18/77

(") contributing
() non-contributing

Date of action

P46-50 Milk St./73-5 Central

intermediate
FI NAL G3BT

(+) State/local

9/28/77

i“ew Commercial /Office

Date listed/certified

Suite 1100

REIIMLITATION
PROPOSED WORK
Date received 9/8/80
Date info requested

Date info received

Date of action

() approved () approved/

conditions
() withheld () denied
Reviewer () plans
APPEAL

Date received

I\ -t A t o\ . .
St. [Jenny Building]

rmi

District

FEDERAL FUNDS (-])no ( ) yes

() Proposed ()
5/11/73 .

Continental Wingste Co., Inc. C/O John McCormack
225 Franklin St.
Boston, MA 02109

COMPALETED WOKK

Date received

Date info requested
Date info received

Date of action

() approved () denied

Reviewer

Date of action

Boston

Suffolk Co.



