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Architectural Description (continued)

fixed pane units. A series of corbelled brick string courses decorate the main
facades and a stone inset with the inscription Northern Block caps the main

SW elevation. The roofline carries a metal cornice detailed with floral motifs.
The interior has been altered to provide apartment spaces in the former office
areas, but much of the original oak detailing has been retained. The western
portion of the ground floor has been altered as well, with the addition of

a metal and glass storefront, which serves to detract from the building's
otherwise rich street facade.

Historical Background (continued)

Block a leading center of growth and business in the area. Designed by the
Ashland office of architects Conover, Porter and Padley, the original plans

for the site had called for a four story block. As built, the structure cost

$§ 75,000 and consisted of only two stories and a full, brick-vaulted basement.
With 52" thick foundation walls and oversized structural steel support members,
the block was designed for easy expansion.

For most of the late 19th century the block served as the home of the Superior
Bank and a number of prominent local attorneys. Only in recent years has the
site been converted from office/business use to apartments.

Significance

An example of the work of one of the smaller speculating companies that

existed in the community in the Boom Period, the Northern Block represents

the investment and developmental efforts that made the small port city of
Superior a major center of trade and commerce in the upper nortwest during

the late 19th century.

A handsome Romanesque Revival structure the block has seen serious alterations
which tend to detract from its architectural integrity. It stands never the less
as one of the more ornate 19th century designs in this portion of the community,
and a significant local landmark.



