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1. Name 

»r HCRS use only 

ceived JUL 6 1982 

•te entered 

historic Manning Manse 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 5 6 Chelmsford Road N/A not for publication 

city, town Billerica N/A. vicinity of congressional district 

state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
X bullding(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park 

structure botfi work In progress educational X private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object -N /A ' i process X yes: restricted _ government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner off Property 
name Manning Association, Inc. 

street & number 5 6 Chelmsford Road 

city, town Billerica N/A vicinity of state MA 

5. Location off Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds 

street & numt>er Gorham St. 

city, town Lowell state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
Inventory of t±ie Historic Assets 
r>f r hP nrmn-rtMPalH-.^ p M ) has this property been determined elegible? yes ^ no 

i date 1978 . federal X state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts Histzorical Commission 

city, town Boston state MA 



7. Description Manning Manse 

Condition Check one Check one 
excellent deteriorated X unaltered X original site . . 

X—good ruins altered moved date A r m ^ 
fair unexposed ' 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Manning Manse is sited on a 3.9 acre lot located on the sout±i side of Qielmsford 
Roadjin a rural area about 2^ miles frcxn Billerica Center. The property is conpletely 
surromded by Manning State Forest. ; 

The house is a fine exanple of the plain and substantial colonial architectxire of t±ie 
late 17th centxiry. I t is 2% stories high, of framed tiniber construction with the 
main entrance on the south side, facing away from the street. The main part is 41 feet 
long and 19 feet 5 inches wide, but a leanto increases the width to a total of 30 feet 
7 inches. The age of this integral leanto is tmknown, although there are indications 
that i t is sanmhat later than the house itse l f . For exanple, boards on an interior 
north wall on the second floor are weathered as though they had been exposed. The 
chimney, with three fireplaces on the f i r s t floor, measures about 9 feet 9 inches ' V. 
by 8 feet 5 inches at this level. Where i t passes through the roof ridge i t is about 
4 feet 8 inclies square. 

Windows on the Manning Manse have projecting frames, each constructed of four heavy tirrfcers 
^iiiich are mortised together and fastened to the wall by great handmade spikes ̂ ose heads 
are about one inch i n diameter. Nearly a l l of the windows are double hung, witii 6/9 
or 4/4 sash. M3st of the windows also feature a projecting comice molding or hood. 

The main entrance of the Manse is slightly off center on the south facade. A small 
gabled vestibtjle shelters the facade doorway, vMch has a plain architrave and 
glazed transon. An entrance i n the east end of the leanto (omamented only with a 
shallow, peaked hood) probably served as access to the tavem for travellers using 
the Chelmsford Road dianng colonial days. . 

On the interior, walls are panelled floor to ceiling with wide chamfered boards, laid 
both vertically and liorizontally on the various walls. Boxed posts, beams, and 
simmer beams articulate the frame, \Ad.le early chitmeypieces omament the fireplace 
openings. A tiiree-run stairway with closed stringer connects the f i r s t and second 
floors. 

The Manse was restored by Warren Manning, the; well-known landscape architect, between 
1899 and 1912. Major work involved re-clapboarding; replacement of s i l l s ; repair 
and replacement of window frames; replacanait: of the small window over the facade entrance; 
and repair of interior walls, floors, and ced.lings. A wall in the leanto has been 
shifted, and closets have been added. " 

The entry vestibtile dates from 1952, the present clapboards fran ca. 1960, \ // 
and the asphalt roof frcm 1980. During the early restoration, a small shed was 
rencved from the west side of the house, replaced in 1930 by a larger e l l ; 
containing a k i t c h ^ aftd toilet f k c l l i t i e s for the Te^ Rodn then operating in the 
Manse. The present dining room (28 feet by 81 feet) was added in 1960 on a north-
south axis perpendicular to the house; this one story structure has a gable roof, clap-
boarding, and regular, multipaned fenestration. 

/ . :• (see continuation sheet) 
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Continuation sheet Manning Manse. Billerica Mom number 7 Pago 1 

The house was once accompanied by a wooden barn (possibly dating frcm the 18th 
century) with sheds, v\iiich collapsed in 1956. Today the grounds include a small 
lawn, parking area, and thick woods. 

••c 



8a S i g n i f f i c a n c e Manning Manse, Billerica 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 

_X_ 1600-1699 
_ X 1700-1799 
_ ^ 1800-1899 

1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 

X archeology-historic 
agriculture 

X architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
Invention 

X • landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
politics/government 

Specific dates 1696 Bui lder /Arch i tec t S a m i p l M a n n i n g 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
. theater 
. transportation 
. other (specify) 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Manning Manse retains integrity of design, setting, and location. I t is 
significant in the developmental history of Billerica and in i t s association with 
Warren H. Manning (1860-1938), a distinguished landscape architect. Additionally, 
i t is important as an exanple of an early attempt to preserve and restore a 17th 
century family horaestead. The Manning Manse meets criteria A, B, and C of the 
National Register of Historic Places. -. . V 

Billerica was settled during ttie decade following a vast land grant made to Canbridge' 
in 1641. In 1655 a petition was made for addditonal land west of the Concord River, a 
move generally regarded as the establishment of the Town of Billerica. Scattered 
meadow lands and sane upland lots have soon divided, but no farmsteads were settled 
west of the river u n t i l after 1690. The Manning Manse was probably the f i r s t . 
Sanuel Manning (1644-1711) acqid.red this land by 1673, and is thought to have built 
the Manse in 1696. The house is one of the two oldest buildings in town, and 
is certainly the closer of the two to i t s early form. 

During the 18th century, the farmstead gained considerable prominence in the connunity. 
The hotase was established as a tavem in 1752 and continued in service m t i l after 
1800. Its eighteenth century tavem account books are preserved by the Manning 
Family Association in the University of Lowell Special Collections. Tradition 
claims that troops from Anherst, New Hampshire, bivouacked, here en route to Bunker 
H i l l . Also dating to the Revoluticriary War, the crude foundation of a "salt-peter 
house" is s t i l l visible on t±ie grounds. . 

During this time. Manse was the home of William Manning (1747-1814), author of 
The Key of Liberty (1798), inter alia. Sanuel Gcxipers has noted that this is the 
f i r s t stjggestion anyv^ere that laborers organize. 

After the death of William Manning, the house and farm descended to his 13 children. 
Of these, eight occupied the Manse through their adult lives. The last was Lucinda 
Manning, vho, at her death (1880), gave the house to tnastees instructed to lease 
the house and devote the income to religious worship and instruction. During this period, 
the house gradually f e l l into abandonment and decay. 

Concem for the "old homestead" spread among, family maimers in the 1890's".. Preser­
vation and restoral^Lon of the Manning Manse was initiated and acccoplished largely 
through the efforts of Warren H. Manning, of Brookline, MA — a noted landscape 
architect of his time ( 1860 - 1938). 

Manning worked in the office of Frederick Law Olmsted fron 1887 through 1896, vhere 
he was involved in designs for an exhibit at the Chicago World's Fair, aboretums for 
private owners and institutions, and park systems for cities across the country. As 

(see contrLnuation sheet) 



9. Major B ib l iograph ica l Refferences (see continuation sheet) 
The Manning Family Genealogy, published 1902 by Salem Press Co., Salem, MA 
Billerica Town Records, Billerica, MA ' ' 
Middlesex North District Registry of Deeds, Gorham St., Lowell, MA 
Hazen, Henry A. (1883) History of Billerica. 1653-1883, Boston: A. Williams and Co. 
Manning, William (1798) The Key to Liberty, reprinted with a foreword by Samuel W. 

10. Geographical Data 
jyiorrison, wii i iam ana mry (.Quarteriy, vol . i j , iNo. 2, 

1956. 

Acreage of nominated property 3 t 9 
Quadrangle name B i l l e r i c a 
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Verbal boundary description and justification The Northeasterly comer of the Manse property starts 
on Chelmsford Road at land of Richard D, Manning, extends 417 feet South 28*45 west to 
land of the Conmonwealth of Massachusetts, l±.en 400 feet North 61*15' West, then 377 feet 
North 12* West to the above said highway and then along said highway 681 feet, (see also 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for p roper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state N/A code county 

attached sketch map) 

code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Wendy Frontiero,, Preservation Planner, with  

name/titleRicbard D. Manning. Director and Past President, Manning Association, Inc. 

organization Mawsachusetts Historical Conmission date May 7, 1932 

street & number 294 Washington St. telephone; ( 6 1 7 ) 727 -8470 

city or town B o s t o n state MA 

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is: 

national state local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

tjjig Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission ^^^^ \AX.V\JU^^\^'^^ 

For HCRS use only 
I hereby certify that this property is included i ' | ; | {^g^ |^^ '^^^ | | |p tB ' ' 

Hational Begistor date 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: 

1 
date I . 

Chief of Registration 

G P O 9 38 6 3 5 
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Unilcd Sta les Department of the Interior 
Kcrl lage Conservation and Recreat ion Serv ice 

National R e g i s t e r off H i s t o n c P l a c e s 
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Continuation shoot Maming Manse. Rl l le r ica Hem numbef ^ , 9 Page 

an independent practitioner, Manning continued to work on park systems and . ' 
private gardens (for such clients as John D. and William Rockefeller and C3rrus 
McCormick). Manning was an early advocate of regional as well as town planning; 
his extensive writings on this topic included wark on a small magazine called 
"Billerica" (1912-1916), vMch presented a plan for development of that town. 

Although Manning's efforts at forming a family association failed in 1898, the attempt 
was successfully renewed in 1900. During the interim, with affairs at a standstill, 
Warren Manning personally leased the property in May of 1899 and began a 
conscientious and well-documented restoration, as sunmarized in Section 7. This 
done,-Manning made the property his summer home. Manning also assembled the extensive 
tracts of open space that today form the Manning State Forest (approximately 310 
acres of land) and surround the Manse, insuring that i t s setting w i l l not be 
developed. • • ' " , 

With the siijsequent acquisition of the house by the Manning Family Association, 
the last part of Warren Manning's plan was inplemented: furnishing the house with 
family pieces and documents. The Association eventually came to lease the building, 
f i r s t as a tea room and later as a restatirant (which continues to operate), to 
provide income for taxes and maintenance on the property. 

An obituary for Warren Manning ties together the"various threads of this property's 
historic context: 

"Outstanding among the strong traits of (Manning's) character was his 
vivid Americanism - the v i t a l urge to accomnodate a new world to the best 
xjses ofmankind. He made real in the present day the spirit of his ancestors 
of early Colonial days, vdiose lives and ways had a profound influence on 
his ch^acter. He was justly proud of the place which the Manning family 
had made for itsel f , and he rendered an invaluable public service in pre­
serving the old Manning Manse at Billerica with i t s endless data and 
touching mementos of early American l i f e . " . • 

The Manning Manse lot should be considered to contain historic archaeological 
remains dating as early as 1696 vhen the Manse is said to have been constructed. 
Domestic refuse may have been deposited on the property during i t s earliest 
occipation. Archaeological excavation and analysis of these artifactual remains 
could provide insight into 17th and 18th century eating habits and material 
furnishings. Scientific archaeological testing of the existing foundation believed 
to be a "salt-peter" house utilized during the Revolutionary War could determine 
the construction date and function of the structure i t supported. Additional 
archaeological traces of a Revolutionary War troop encanpment might be discovered 
through a systematic field survey of the property. 

#9. continuation. 

Landscape Architecture, April, 1938. 
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8. Significance 

•a»cW« *»taa myMtmr 

summary paragraph 
comp le teness 
c la r i t y 
app l icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . Q e o g r a p h i c a l D a t a 
OiirMgi al nemlntad p fop t t y 

MfT 

V w k a t hmimtmn a M C t t p t i M ami )natlHcation 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Histor ic Preservat ion Off icer Cert i f icat ion 
T I M wakMlad Bl^nlflcance of this property wHIihi the stale is: 

national alale tocal 

. • . ^ --• f~%aAi -1 — — - a 

t nmonc nMarvapon uvncvr atgnanirv 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Ques t ions concern ing th i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to 

Signed Dale Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any I tem may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t ached sheet 









COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
HISTORICAL 

COMMISSION 
(p/z6/62. 
Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the following nanination forms: 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

6 1982 

Becket: 

Billerica: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Northampton: 

Westfield: 

Becket Center Historic District (local) 

Manning Manse (local) 

Allen House (local) 

South Common Historic District (local) 

Washington Square Historic District (local) 

Wamesit Canal and Whipple M i l l Complex (local) 

Dimock Estate (local) 

Landlord Fowler Tavem (local - DOE: 11/79) 

^ AT'iC-iM. 

MEGISTLH 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the 
nomintion forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkin|s 
Registration_^irector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 
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June 7, 1982 

P^rf/'^h''^*.' Historical Commission 
294 Was hington Street 
Boston, MA 02108 

The Billerica Historical Society is in fa 
to designate the Manni 
the Federal Government 

Sincerely, 

El inor T. Lahaie 
Secretary 

R E C E I V E O 

'WAss.. H;ST.. CCMMV 


