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1. Name
Manni ng Minse

historic

and/or common same

2. Location

caved JUL 6 1

te entered

dres & numbg 56 Chdmsford Road N/A " 1ot for publication
daty, tomn Billerica N/A. vicinity of congressional district
state Massachusetts code 025 county Middlesex code 017
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
X bullding(s) X private unoccupied X commercial park

structure botfi work In progress educational X private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object -N/A'i process X yes: restricted _government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military other:
4. Owner off Property
name  Manning Association, Inc.
dred & numbg 56 Chemsford Road
aty, tomn Billerica N/A vicinity of state MA
5. Location off Legal Description
courthouss regdry o deds gc. Middlesex North District Registry of Desds
street & numt>er Garham St.
daty, tomn L owell date MA
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Inventory of tHie Historic Assets
r>f rhP nrmn-rtMPalH-.» p M) has this property been determined elegible? yes A no

dae 1978 . federal X state county local
depastay far aurvey reords M assachusetts Histzorical Commisson
city, town Boston date MA



7. Description Manni ng Minse

Condi tion Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated X  unaltered X original site ..

X—good ruins altered moved date Arm n
fair unexposed '

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Manning Manse i s sited ona 3.9acre | ot ocated on the sau4 side of Qelnsford
Roadjin arural area about 2" mles frcxnBillerica Center. The property i sconpletely
surronded by Manning State Forest.

The house i s afine exanple of the plain and substantial colonial architectxire of tde
late 17th centxiry. | tis 2%stories high, of framed tiniber constructionwth the

mai n entrance onthe south side, facingaway fromthe street. Themain part i s 41 feet
long and 19 feet 5inches wide, but aleanto increases thewi dthto atotal of 30 feet
7 inches. The age of this integral |eanto i s tnknown, although there are indications
that it i s sanmhat later than the house itself. For exanple, boards onan interior
north wall onthe second floor are weathered as though they had been exposed. The
chimmey, withthree fireplaces onthe first floor, neasures about 9feet 9inches ' M
by 8feet Sinches atthis level. Wereit passes through the roof ridge it is about

4 feet 8inclies square.

Wndows on the Manni ng Mainse have projecting frames, each constructed of four heavy tirrfcers
Miiich are nortised together andfastened to the wal |l by great handnade spi kes ~ose heads
are about oneinchindianeter. Nearly all of the w ndows are doubl e hung, witii 69

or 4/4 sash. Mst of the wi ndows al so feature aprojecting com ce nolding or hood.

The nain entrance of the Minse i s slightly of f center onthe south facade. A small
gabl ed vestibtjle sheltersthe facade doorway, vivch has aplain architrave and
glazed transon. Anentrance i nthe east endof the [eanto (onmamented only witha
shal | ow, peaked hood) probably served as accessto the tavemfor travellers using
the Chel nsford Road dianng col onial days. :

Qhthe interior, walls are panelled floor to ceiling withw de chanfered boards, |aid

both vertically and liorizontally on the various walls. Boxed posts, beans, and

simmer beans articulate the frame, \Ad.le early chitneypi eces onmanent the fireplace

? enings. Atiiree-run stairway with closed stringer connects the first and second
00rs.

The Manse was restored by Vérren Manni ng, the wel | -known | andscape architect, between

1899 and 1912.  Myj or work invol ved re-cl apboarding; repl acement of sills; repair

and repl acenent of wi ndowfranes; replacanait: of the small w ndowover the facade entrance;
and repair of interior walls, floors, andced.lings. Awall inthe |eanto has been
shifted, and closets have been added. "

The entry vestibtile dates from 1952, the present clapboards fran ca. 1960, \ /]
and the asphalt roof frcm1980. During the early restoration, a small shed was
rencved from the west side of the house, replaced i n 1930 by a larger ell

containing akitch” aftd toilet fkcllities for the Te® Rodn then operating inthe
Minse. The present diningroom (28 feet by 81 feet) was added i n 1960 on a nort h-
south axi s perpendicular to the house; this one story structure has a gable roof, clap-
boarding, andregular, nultipaned fenestration.

/. » (see continuation sheet)
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The house was once acconpani ed by a wooden barn (possibly dating frcmthe 18th
century) with sheds, viiich collapsed i n 1956. Today the grounds include a snall
| awn, parking area, and thick woods.



8a Signifficance MamnmingMans Billerica

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning X elandscape architecture religion
1400-1499 X archeology-historic conservation law scl ence
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature SCUJ pture

_X_ 1600-1699 X architecture education military social/

_ X 1700-1799 art engineering music hurrani tari an

_ " 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater _
1900- communications industry politics/government . transportation

Invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1696 Builder/Architect Samipl Manning

St at ement of Significance (in one paragr aph)

The Manni ng Manse retains integrity of design, setting, andlocation. Itis

significant inthe devel opmental history of Billerica andinits association with
Vérren H Manning (1860-1938), a distinguished |andscape architect. Additionally,

It isinportant as an exanple of anearly attenpt to preserve andrestorea 17th
century tamly horaestead. The Manni ng Manse neets criteria A B and Cof the

National Register of Historic Places. - Y

Billericawas settled during ttie decade fol | owing a vast |and grant nade t o Canbri dge'
in 1641. | n 1655a petition was nade f or adddi tonal |and west of the Concord River, a
nove general |y regarded asthe establishnment of the Town of Billerica. Scattered
neadow | ands and sane upl and |ots have soon divided, but no farnsteads were settled
west of the river until after 1690. ~ The Manni ng Minse was probably the first.

Sanuel Manning (1644-1711) acqid.red this |and by 1673, and1 s thought to have built

the Manse i n 1696. The house i s one of the twool dest buildings i ntow, and

Is certainly the closer of the twotoits early form

During the 18th century, the farmstead gained considerabl e promnence i nthe connunity.
The hotase was establishedas a tavemin 1752 and continued i nservicemtil after
1800. | tseighteenthcentury tavemaccount books are preserved by the Manning

Fam |y Associationinthe University of Lowell Special Collections. Tradition

claims that troops fromAnherst, New Hanpshire, bivouacked, here enroute to Bunker
Hill. Also datingto the Revoluticriary Vdr, the crude foundation of a "salt-peter
house" i s still visible on t#iegrounds. :

During this tine. Manse was the hone of W I |iamManning (1747-1814), author of
The Key of Liberty (1798), inter alia. Sanuel Gxipers hasnoted that this is the
first stjggestion anyv”ere that |aborers organize.

After the death of WIIiamManning, the house and farm descended t o his 13 children.

G these, eight occupied the Minse through their adult lives. The last was Lucinda

Manni ng, vho, at her death (1880), gave the house to tnastees instructed to |ease

the house and devote the incone to religious worship andinstruction. During this period,
the house gradual Iy fell into abandonnent and decay.

GConcemf or the "ol d honest ead” spread anong, famly nainersinthe 1890 s".. Preser-
vation andrestoral “Lon of the Manning Manse was initiated andacccoplished |argely
through the efforts of Vrren H Manni ng, of Brookline, M\ — a noted | andscape
architect of his time ( 1860 - 1938).

Manni ng worked i nthe office of Frederick LawQ nsted fron 1887 through 1896, vhere
he was involvedi ndesigns for anexhibit at the Chicago Wrld's Fair, aboretuns for
private owners andinstitutions, andpark systens for cities across the country. As

(see contrLnuation sheet)



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences (see continuation shes)

The Manni ng Fam |y Geneal ,olg?/, published 1902 by Sal emPress ., Salem M\
Billerica Town Records, BilTerica, M\ b
M ddl esex North District Registry of Deeds, GorhamSt., Lowel |, M\
Hazen, Henry A (1883) History of Billerica. 1653-1883, Boston: A Wlliams and Q.
Manning, WTliam (1798) The Key to Liberty, reprinted with a foreword by Sanuel W

. jyiorrison, wiiitam ana mry (.Quarteriy, vol. i j ,iNo. 2,
10. Geographical Data 1956,

Acreage of nominated property 3t9
Quadrangle name Billerica Quadrangle scale 1:24000

UMT References

L L J L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
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Verba boundary description and justification The Northeasterly comer of the Manse property starts
on Chelmsford Road at land of Richard D, Manning, extends 417 feet South 28*45 west to
land of the Conmonwedth of Massachusetts, |+t.en 400 feet North 61*15 West, then 377 feet
North 12* Wes to the above said highway and then along said highway 681 feet, (see also

attached sketch map)

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county oode

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Vendy Frontiero,, Preservation Planner, with _ o
nane/titleR chard D Manning. Director and Past President, Manning Association, Inc.

organi zati on Mawsachusetts Hi storical Conm ssion date Mgy 7, 1932
street & number 294 Washington St. telephone; (617) 727-8470
city ortown Boston state MA

12. State Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state Is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that It has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures setforth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer sighature

tjjig Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission MWW VAX. M\ JUMA M
For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property isincluded i'|;[{*g**'" ||| ptB"
Hational Begistor date

Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 635
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an independent practitioner, Manning continued to work onpark systens and
private gardens (for such clients as John D and W IiamRockefeller and Grrus
MCormck). Manning was an early advocate of regional aswell as town planning;
his extensive writings onthis topic included wark on a small nagazine cal | ed
"Billerica" (1912-1916), vMch presented a plan for devel opnent of that town.

Al though Manning's efforts at formng a fam |y association failed in 1898 the attenpt
was successfully renewed in 1900. During the interim withaffairs at a standstill,
Viér ren Manni ng personal Iy leased the property i n My of 1899 and began a

conscientious and wel|-docunented restoration, as sunnarized i n Section 7. This
done, - Manni ng nade the property hi s sunmer hone. Manning al so assenbl ed the extensive
tracts of open space that today form the Manning State Forest (approximately 310
acres of land) andsurround the Manse, insuringthat its setting will not be
devel oped. . o

Wth the si ijse?uent acqui sition of the house by the Manning Fam |y Associ ati on,

the |ast part of Vérren Manning s plan was inplemented:  furnishingthe housewith
fam |y pieces and docunents. The Association eventually cane to lease the building,
first as atearoomand |ater as arestatirant (which continues to operate), to
provide incone for taxes and naintenance on the property.

An obituary for Vrren Manning ties together the"various threads of this property's
historic context:

"Qutstanding anong the strong traits of (Manning s) character was his

vivid Arericanism- the vital urge to acconmodate a newworld to the best

xj ses of mankind. He nade real inthe present day the sgn rit of his ancestors
of early Colonial days, vdiose lives and ways had a profound influenceon

his chhacter. Hewasjustly proud of the place which the Manning famly

had nade for itself, and he rendered aninval uabl e public service in pre-
serving the ol d Manning Minse at Billericawithits endl ess data and

touching nenentos of early Anerican |ife." ..

The Manni ng Minse | ot should be considered to contain historic archaeol ogi cal
renains dating as early as 169% vhen the Manse i s said to have been constructed.
Donestic refuse nay have been deposited on the property during its earliest
occipation. Archaeol ogi cal excavation andanalysis of these artifactual remains
coul d ﬁrovi de insight into 17th and 18th century eating habits and materi al
furnishings. Scientific archaeol ogi cal testing of the existing foundation believed
to be a "salt-peter" house utilized during the Revolutionary Vér coul d determ ne
the construction date and functionof the structureit supported. Additional
archaeol ogi cal traces of a Revolutionary Ver troop encanpnent m ght be discovered
through a systematic field survey of the property.

#9. continuation.

Landscape Architecture, April, 1938.
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8. Significance

canCW« *»taa myMtmr

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Qeographical Data

QiirMgi al nemintad pfoptty

MIT

Vwkat hmimtmn aMCttptiM ami )natlHcation

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

TIM wakMlad Bl*nlflcance of this property wHIihi the stale is:

national alale tocal
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13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Dale

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet

202

272

-3504












COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICA L 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State
(pl 26/ 62.

Ns. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Pl aces
National Park Service

Departrent of thelnterior
VWashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shul | : 6 1
Enclosed you will find the following nanination forms: A ATIC-IM.
Becket : Becket Center Historic District (local) MEG STLA
Billerica: Manni ng Manse (I ocal)

Lowel | : Al l en House (I ocal)

Lowel | : South Gonmon Historic District (local)

Lowel | : Washi ngton Square Historic District (local)

Lowel | : Vénesit Canal and Wi pple Mi || Gonpl ex (local)

Northanpton: D nock Estate (local)
Westfield: Landl ord Fow er Tavem (local - BDE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Gnanerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30 - 75 days before themeeting and were af forded
the.opportymtytocorment. Gmments received t odate areattached to the
nomi ntion forns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenkin|s
Regi stration_“irector
Massachusetts Historical Gonmssion

CJ/ sac
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June 7, 1982

P\rf[' AR A% " Historical Conm ssion
294 Ve hi ngt reet

Bost on, M\g 851(%

The Billerica Historical Society isin fa

to designate the Manni
the Federal Governnent

Sincerely,

Elinor T. Lahaie
Secretary

R E C E I V E O

WASS.. H;ST.. CCMMV



