FORV B - BUILDING Area Form no.

C Jao

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
LA Wa<;hincrton Street. Boston. MA 02108

Reading

78-80 Prescott St-a—eet

ic Name
3fcriginal Dwelling
esent Dwelling

hip:G3 Private individual
Private organization

Public

riginal owner Francis E. Brooks

IPTION:

Date 1887

Source Reading Chronicle

Style Queen AnnefrSA'AANfe!

Architect uMeMUfyv
Exterior wall fabric Wood Clapboards

Outbui 1dings e Garage

Major alterations (with dates) }NSvUZA

Moved No Date

Approx, acreage 10Q»8&0 sg, ft«

Recorded by Architectural Setting Faces north, close to street.
Preservation Associates

Organization Reading Historical occupies prominent open situation
Coiranission

Date Nove|;"y|:7Q980 on raised lot.

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARCH TECTURAL S AN H CANCE  (describe inmportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterms of other buildingswthin community)

*

Viewed together with its neighbors, this house evokes th.e atmos-
phere of a New England town in the 1880's and 1890's. This is

one of the finer Stick-Style Queen Anne houses in Reading. It
displays the charateristic sunbursts, jig saw ornament and decorative
shingle patterns. Set on high brick, foundations and well-maintained,

it represents the lively, cheerful aspect of the periods'" arch-
itecture in Reading.

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history
and how the building relates to the development of the commtmity) i-

Alfred A. Prescott, who owned this land, was the son of Joshua
and Abigail Eaton Prescott, who owned the large farm and farmstead

at 284 Summer Avenue. In 1875 all the land between Washington Street
and Summer Avenue on the south side of Prescott Street was still under
family control. By 1889, the land was beginning to be sold and devel-

oped. Pratt Street and then-unnamed Sunnyside Avenue were cut through.

Francis E. Brooks built this house in 1887-1888. He was involved
in many enterprises , from wood engraving to bicycle sales and repairs; he
was proprieter of Hill Brush Co., manufacturer of "magnetic" hair
brushes and other magnetic appliances, located near 196 Salem Street.

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES

1875 map Alfred A. Prescott land
1889 map F. E. Brooks (Francis)
Bishop, Rooftrees, Chapter 24

Ifeadinp Chronicle. Aug. 20, 1887
1890 Valuation Book
1882, 1892, 1898, Business Directories
20M-2/80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Cennunity: Fam Na

MASSAfIUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION r.ep.cin-
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nameyn*0o "rsr:cott ~\t.

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich is being continued below.

\"Trorrvar‘TrlTA

This "roperty is si"nificnr.t (1) for its connection v.'ith loccil
ecntrer*reneur Francis E. r:roo":s; snd (2) ns cne of tr.e tov.n's finer
e::r.r."les of '"ueen Anne cetailin". It retains integrit" of locr.tioi
cesi".n, sotting", nateris.ls, v.*orl:neJTShir, and feelin:T, and r.eets
Criteris. 2 and C of the National ~e”ister.

Staple to Inventory form at bottoa



NPS Form 10-900*

United S
National

tates Department of the Interior
Park Service

OMB No. 1024-0018
Exp. 10-31-84

For HPS vi*» anty

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation

Name
State

sheet Item number

Reading Multiple Resource Area
Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS

Nomination/Type of Review

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Entered In "6
National Regtster

Beard, Benjamin, House

Boston and Maine Railroad Depot

Entered in tEa
Katlon”il Register.

Bowser Gazebo Encurod in the

national Register,

Brackett House

Enteied lii ---

Brande H
rande House Katlonal Eegtster

Brooks, Francis, House Entered in the
Satlojud fiegiater

Carroll-Hartshorn House
Eiitorod In aie
Katlonal Register

Carter Mansion Entered in t he

National Registry

Coggin, Gilman, House
Entered Inthe
National Regiftpr

N\N\
Cook, AsaM , House T o THTQR:

date emxfed

Page '7-/

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Sgnature

deaper A ANAN-NNIANNVVEN A
Attest

yfeeper PAIM. AN A A/

Attest
IfIE" eper TAN S
Attest

/deeper rOMZ->un:A>c..N NN

Attest

"Wddper

Attest

> X|ANeec M A

7I"9AN

NAN'NNN

)( N N

/deeper NANT A

Attest

/Keeper NI y Aff [y

Attest
/feeper n A j N . . NN A SN
Attest

/K eeper —.7A»/[r"

XAJANA A
Attest

K egper
Attest



WASO Form -177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Brooks, Francis, House (Reading MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. JIN 41984
Fed. Reg. Date:..gg<"p<<fey y
Date Due: - ZAATAS-A
Action: AACEPT 7 -1f ~~Y

CH resubmission Entered In the RETURN

O nomination by person or local government National Hes:BteE REECT

CH owner objection
Q appeal

Federal Agency:

Substantive Review: d sample request EH appeal C] NRdecision
Reviewer's comments:
Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible
4. Owner of Property
5. Location of Legal Description
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * vyes no
7. Description
Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated unaltered * original site
good I Iruins altered moved date.

o fair CH unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CH summary paragraph .
CH completeness

CH clarity

1 lalterations/integrity

| | dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

CH completeness

CH clarity

CH applicable criteria

CH justification of areas checked

CH relating significance to the resource
CH context

CH relationship of integrity to significance
CH justification of exception

CH other

9. Major Bibliographical References
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CH Maps
CH Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290



