
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
•7QA Wa<;hincrton St ree t . Boston. MA 02108 

Area Form no. 

C /ao 

Reading 

78-80 P r e s c o t t St-a=eet 

i c Name 

3fcriginal D w e l l i n g 

esent D w e l l i n g 

hip:G3 Private ind iv idua l 
Private organization 

Public 

r i g i n a l owner F r a n c i s E. Brooks 

IPTION:  

Date 1887 

Source Reading C h r o n i c l e 

Style Queen A n n e ^ S ^ ' ^ ^^ f e ' 

Architect UJ^46MUfyV 

Exter ior wa l l f ab r i c Wood Clapboards 

Outbui 1 dings • Garage 

Major alterations (with dates) }NSVUZ^ 

Moved No Date 

Approx, acreage 1Q»8&0 s g , f t « 

Sett ing Faces n o r t h , c l o s e t o s t r e e t . Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l 
P r e s e r v a t i o n A s s o c i a t e s  

Organization Read ing H i s t o r i c a l occup ie s p r o m i n e n t open s i t u a t i o n 
Coiranission 

Date N o v e | ; ^ ^ y | : ^ Q 9 8 0 on r a i s e d l o t . 

(Staple addi t iona l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

* '. -

Viewed t o g e t h e r w i t h i t s n e i g h b o r s , t h i s house evokes th.e a tmos­
phere o f a New England town i n t h e 1880 ' s and 1 8 9 0 ' s . T h i s i s 
one o f t he f i n e r S t i c k - S t y l e Queen Anne houses i n Read ing . I t 
d i s p l a y s t h e c h a r a t e r i s t i c s u n b u r s t s , j i g saw ornament and d e c o r a t i v e 
s h i n g l e p a t t e r n s . Set on h i g h b r i c k , f o u n d a t i o n s and w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d , 
i t r e p r e s e n t s t h e l i v e l y , c h e e r f u l a spec t o f t h e p e r i o d s ' ' a r c h ­
i t e c t u r e i n Read ing . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the ro l e owners played i n loca l or state h i s to ry 
and how the b u i l d i n g re la tes t o the development of the commtmity) i-

A l f r e d A. P r e s c o t t , who owned t h i s l a n d , was the son o f Joshua 
and A b i g a i l Eaton P r e s c o t t , who owned the l a r g e f a r m and f a r m s t e a d 
a t 284 Summer Avenue. I n 1875 a l l the l a n d between Washington S t r e e t 
and Summer Avenue on the s o u t h s i d e o f P r e s c o t t S t r e e t was s t i l l under 
f a m i l y c o n t r o l . By 1889, the l a n d was b e g i n n i n g t o be s o l d and d e v e l ­
oped. P r a t t S t r e e t and then-unnamed Sunnyside Avenue were c u t t h r o u g h . 

F r a n c i s E. Brooks b u i l t t h i s house i n 1887-1888. He was i n v o l v e d 
i n many e n t e r p r i s e s , f r o m wood e n g r a v i n g t o b i c y c l e s a l e s and r e p a i r s ; he 
was p r o p r i e t e r o f H i l l Brush C o . , m a n u f a c t u r e r o f "magnet ic" h a i r 
brushes and o t h e r magnetic a p p l i a n c e s , l o c a t e d near 196 Salem S t r e e t . 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1875 map A l f r e d A . P r e s c o t t l a n d 
1889 map F . E . Brooks ( F r a n c i s ) 
B i s h o p , R o o f t r e e s , Chapter 24 

Ifeadinp C h r o n i c l e . Aug. 20, 1887 
1890 V a l u a t i o n Book 
1882, 1892, 1898, Business D i r e c t o r i e s 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSAfflUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM^SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccnnunity: 

r.ep.cin-

Form No: 

Property Nameryn-̂ o "rsr :cot t ^^t. 

Indicate each item on inventory form vdiich i s being continued below. 

i ^ T - j T - r p . T - ' T - i - r A 

TA 

T h i s " r o p e r t y i s s i " n i f i c n r . t (1 ) f o r i t s c o n n e c t i o n v. ' i th l occ i l 
• cn t rer^reneur F r a n c i s E. r :roo' :s ; snd (2 ) ns cne o f tr.e tov.n ' s f i n e r 
e::r.r."les o f '^ueen Anne c e t a i l i n " . I t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t " o f l o c r . t i o i 
ces i " .n , s o t t i n g " , n a t e r i s . l s , v.^orl:neJTShir, and f e e l i n : T , and r.eets 
C r i t e r i s . 2 and C o f the N a t i o n a l ^ e ^ i s t e r . 

S t a p l e to Inventory form at bot toa 



NPS Form 10-900-* OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number 

For HPS vt*» onty 

date em«f ed 

Page '7-/ 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

21. Beard, Benjamin, House Entered In ^ 6 
National Regtster 

22. Boston and Maine Railroad Depot 

Entered i n tEa 
Katlon^il Register. 

23. Bowser Gazebo 

24. Brackett House 

25. Brande House 

Encurod i n the 
nat ional Register, 

E n t e i e d l i i - - - J 

Katlonal Eegtster 

26. Brooks, Francis, House Entered i n the 
Satlojud fiegiater 

27. Carroll-Hartshorn House 

28. Carter Mansion 

29. Coggin, Gilman, House 

Eiitorod In oiie 
Katlonal Register 

Entered in the 
National Registry 

Entered In the 
National Regiftpr 

30. Cook, Asa M. , House T^^^ 
•T9̂  TnTQJa 

Date/Signature  

deeper A'A^A'^-^^^'-'^A^^^*^'-'^ 

Attest 

yfeeper pAiM..^./^-ji^ -fAzf A / 

Attest 

iflE^eper TA^IS^ 

Attest 

/deeper rO^^Z->u.^/:^>c...^ / / ^ t / / ; ^ 

Attest 

^\Al, Keeper >Xl^-^---^^-—^ 7/^9A^f 

Attest 

/deeper X ^ ^ - ^ ^ T ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

/Keeper 0^^-f.^^^,^^^^^-<^^ y A f f / f v 

Attest 

/feeper n A j ^ . . ^ ^ ^ >^^»/irx 

Attest 

/Keeper X ^ j ^ ^ ^ . ^ — . 7 A » / r ^ 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
( "R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Brooks, Francis, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
Q appeal 

Working No. JUN 4̂ 1984 
Fed. Reg. Date:..gg<^^p<<fey y ,  
Date Due: - ZAAfAf-A 
Action: -^-^CEPT 7 - / f ~^Y 

Entered In the RETURN 

National Hea*BteE REJECT 
Federal Agency: 

Substantive Review: d sample request EH appeal C ] NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph • . 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
1 I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

t 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


