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See instructions in How to Complete National Register Forms 
Type all entries—complete applicable sections 

1. Name 

historic Allen House 

I 'or HCRS use only 

^ 6S82 
date entered 

and/or common same 

2. Location 
street & number 57 R o l f e S t c e a ± » — N/A not for publication 

city, town Lowell N/A vicinity of congressional district 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Middlesex code 017 

3. Classiffication 
Category Ownersh ip 

public 
Status Present Use 

district 
Ownersh ip 

public occupied agriculture museum 
_X..building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park 

structure both work in progress educational private residence 
. site Publ ic Acqu is i t ion Access ib le 

yes: restricted 
entertainment religious 

object j ^ y ^ i n process 
y j r b e i n g considered 

Access ib le 
yes: restricted government scientific j ^ y ^ i n process 

y j r b e i n g considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
j ^ y ^ i n process 
y j r b e i n g considered 

no military X other: vacant 

4. Owner off Property 

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts: University of Lowell 
c/o Office of the President 

street a. number South Campus, University of Lowell 

city, town Lowell N/Avicinity of state MA 

5. Location off Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. N o r t h e r n M i d d l e s e x R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 

street & number Gorham S t r e e t 

city, town L o w e l l state MA 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
I n v e n t o r y o f t h e H i s t o r i c A s s e t s (#166) 

title o f t h e C o m m o n w e a l t h has tms property been determined elegible? yes , X no 

date f i l e d 1981 
. federal X state county local 

depository for survey records M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l C o m m i s s i o n 

city, town Boston 
state MA 



7 . D e s c r i p t i o n Allen House, 57 Rolfe S t . , Lowell 

Condition Check one Ctteck one 
excellent X deteriorated unaltered original site . 
geodU ruins X altered moved date Mjft 

J L . fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Allen House i s sited on a rise on the west side of Rolfe Street in 
Lowell. At the time the house was built ca. 1854, over 7| acres, which 
extended north and west of the house sloping down to the Merrimack River, 
accompanied the property. The house i s now flanked by mid-20th century 
University of Lowell structures. Though the land behind the house is 
s t i l l open to Pawtucket Street, next to the river, i t has been regraded 
to accommodate atheletic fields. 

Of the original landscaping scheme, which included a semi-circular drive 
from Rolfe Street with secondary drives encircling the house and leading 
to a carriage house north of the residence, only the main drive remains. 
The grounds immediately behind the house are terraced. These features 
are included in the nominated property. The house appears to be struc­
turally sound, and i s in fair condition with the exception of its interior 
which i s deteriorating. The major problems are broken windows and falling 
plaster, both a result of the building's being vacant for the last 
several years. 

Original House 

The original portion of the Allen House i s a 2i story brick cross-gable 
structure. To this have been added several additions, most of which are 
19th century or early 20th century and are similar in detailing to the 
original portion. They are described in a later section. 

The original building was designed as a stylish Italianate residence en­
hanced by an attractive setting overlooking the river. Each elevation 
i s ornamented with brick corbeling at the cornice. Quatrefoil lights 
pierce the four gables. The most unusual architectural feature i s a 
corbeled apron, which extends across each gable, dipping in the center. 
The house is the only residence in Lowell to use this Romanesque Revival 
feature, although i t can be seen on the Lowell J a i l , completed two years 
later. Corners of the building are defined by paneled brick pilasters. 
The roof i s sheathed in slate, and two paneled brick chimneys rise from 
the gable crossing. The house stands on a granite foundation with a 
molded water table. 

Entrance to the building i s gained through trabeated doorways located 
off-center in the east and west elevations. Fenestration i s varied: 
6/6 sash prevails with smaller windows of V^. Elaborately carved seg­
mental and round arched wooden mouldings cap most windows. The service 
functions of the north wing are reflected in simpler sandstone caps and 
lintels. A few small later windows are fil l e d with stained glass. 

Later Additions - ' vr 

The earliest addition (1868) to the house is a gable-end wing set per­
pendicularly to the north section of the original house. Except that the 

(see continuation sheet) 
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corbels are tapered rather than straight and that the corbeled apron 
was omitted, architectural features are nearly identical to the original 
house. Second story fenestration on the north elevation i s capped by 
wood drip mouldings with pendant drops. 

In the late 19th century, the facade gable was extended by a one story 
angular bay with f u l l length arched windows. In the late 19th - early 
20th century a one story brick extension was built onto the south wing. 
Original design elements were carried through in i t s proportions and 
stylistic features such as corbeled cornice and paneled corner trim. 
Tripartite leaded French doors and windows with shallow iron balconies 
open onto the three exposed elevations, and a t a l l paneled brick chimney 
with individual flue pipes extends from the roof. 

The enclosed. Colonial Revival porch on the facade dates from 1930* 
At the northern end of the facade i s an earlier open porch; 
chamfered wood posts are braced by sawn scroll brackets. At the rear 
of the property i s a third (and largest) porch — a flat roofed portico 
of the Doric order. 

Interior 

The interior of the Allen House is a mix of Italianate and federalist 
features, a common combination in Lowell's early Italianate residences. 
Door and window trim bear the heavy moulding of the Italianate period, 
while fireplace mantels are in the light Adsimesque mode. Although the 
house has been severly vandalized, most of the significant architectural 
detail survives, including plaster cornices, ceiling medallions, interior 
French doors and a gracefully curved central stairway. The turn-of-the-
century south wing addition is handsomely finished wood paneled walls, 
wide gilded plaster bands with floral ornament at the cornice and across 
the barrel vaulted ceiling and a carved mahogany mantle. Upstairs, a 
rear bedroom was refurbished in 19^6 into a religious meeting room. 
Exposed rafters, trusses and posts, and applied decorative woodwork on 
upper wall surfaces are medieval in origin. 



8 . S i g n i f f i c a n c e Allen House, Lowell 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 

X _ 1800-1899 
1900-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 
industry 
invention 

landscape architecture_ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 

. politics/government 

religion 
science 

. sculpture ^ 
social/ 
humanitarian 

. theater 

. transportation 

. other (specify) 

Speci f ic dates c a . 1 8 5 ^ Builder/Architect unknown 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Allen House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, materials and work­
manship. Completed ca. 185^ i t i s architecturally distinguished as one 
of the few surviving Italianate estates erected i n Lowell prior to the 
C i v i l War. The house i s also significant for i t s associations with 
three prominent Lowell citizens. The Allen House thus meets c r i t e r i a 
B and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

S -'• r n : ..3 r,. 
The house was erected for Abiel Rolfe who came to Lowell i n I839. He '-̂ 
was employed as agent for the Lowell-Nashua Railroad and active i n c i t y 
p o l i t i c s . Rolfe resided i n the house only ten years before the property 
was sold to Rollin White (I8I7-I892). White was an inventor of firearms. 
Between 1855 and I865 he secured eight patents, including a system of 
loading a revolver cylinder from the rear. In Lowell he founded the 
Rollin White Arms Company which manufactxired cartridge revolvers. His 
business was short-lived, however, due to a lawsuit for infringement f i l e d 
by Smith & Wesson Company. . -̂  - .1 . . ^ , .. , 

In 1890, White sold the house to Charles H. Allen (I8if5-193^) • Of early 
New England stock, Allen ran a local lumber business with his father. 
After a single term as a state representative i n 1881-82, Allen was elected 
Republican Congressman for Lowell (I885-89). In I890 he made an unsuccess­
f u l bid for Governor of Massachusetts. In I898 Allen was appointed 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy by President McKinley and, two years 
later, the f i r s t c i v i l i a n governor of Puerto Rico. In the early 20th 
century he became treasurer of the Whitall Manufacturing Company i n Lowell 
and i n 1910, president of the American Sugar Refining Company i n New 
York City. As a prominent businessman, he served as director or trustee 
of numerous New York and New England businesses u n t i l his death. 

The house remained i n Allen's estate u n t i l 19^5 when i t was purchased by 
the Sisters of Charity of Ottawa, a nursing order of nuns. Cramped quarters 
forced them to s e l l the property to the University of Lowell i n 1957, who 
used the building as a dormitory and, subsequently, for classrooms and 
offices. Since the mid-1970's the house has been vacant. 

Although the architect of the house is not known, i t i s possible that 
James H. Rand, a local architect who was active during this period and 
to whom at least one other Italianate residence and the Romanesque Reviaral 
Lowell J a i l can be attributed, was involved. The original building was 
added to or altered by each of i t s owners, but i n each instance extreme 
care was taken to adhere to i t s original proportions and s t y l i s t i c features. 
The building today i s the only surviving element of what was once a street 
lined with large, stylish houses i n the westernmost residential section 01 the c i t y . 



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences 
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Acreage of nominated property l e s s t h a n o n e a c r e 

Quadrangle name L o w e l l 
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Quadrangle scale 1 : 2 5 0 0 0 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t i on and j us t i f i ca t i on 
Lowell Assessors' Map, Lowell Engineering Dept., Lowell City Hall, Book 5, 
Sheets 121, J21, 122, J22. NB: nominated portion is a portion of the 
original lot, as indicated on enclosed engineer's map. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state code county 
- t j / r 

code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Candace Jenkins, Registration Director, with 

name/title Elizabeth Durfee Hengen. Preservation Consultant for University of 
Lowell 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commissiorbate April, I982 / 
street & number 2 9 ^ W a s h i n g t o n S t . telephone ( 6 l 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 ^ 7 0 

city or town Bos ton state 

12. s ta te Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state ^ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

Historic Preservation Officer icer signature \ / t f CULJL AvWA ](k^lM\Ci^e 

For HCRS use only 
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the Njational Register 

1" y a - • • •'•^•iJ-i.'i.QT / 

Keeper of the National Register 

Attest: date 

Chief of Registration •A 
G P O 938 8 3 5 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
comple teness 
c la r i t y 
app l icab le c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas 

checked 
relat ing signif icance to 

the resource 
context 
re la t ionsh ip of i n teg r i t y 

to s igni f icance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of except ion 
other 

9 . M a j o r B i b l i o g r a p h i c a l R e f e r e n c e s 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a i D a t a 

« « m g i e< nomtnMM prapwiy . 

Quadrangtt nam* 

UMT Rctwncvs 

V w M >«iw<«ry ^ M C f t p t i M and JuatmcaUon 

1 1 . F o r m P r e p a r e d B y 

1 2 . S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
Tlw t n M M tlgnmcanc* ot Ihl* proparty wNMn th* staM It: 

national alata local 

t HIatortc Praaarvalton Offlcar a^anatura 

date 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Quest ions concern ing th i s nominat ion may be d i rec ted to _ _ 

Signed Date Phone: 2 0 2 272 - 3 5 0 4 

C o m m e n t s fo r any I tem may be c o n t i n u e d on an a t t ached sheet 









COMMONWEALTH OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

lllllll 
MASSACHUSETTS 

HISTORICAL 
COMMISSION 

Ms. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of the Interior 
Washington, D.C. 20243 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l f ind the following nonination forms: 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

Becket: 

Billerica: 

j^^owell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Lowell: 

Northampton: 

Westfield: 

Becket Center Historic District (local) 

Manning Manse (local) 

Allen House (local) 

South Common Historic District (local) 

Washington Square Historic District (local) 

Wamesit Canal and Whipple M i l l Conplex (local) 

Dimock Estate (local) 

Landlord Fowler Tavern (local - DOE: 11/79) 

MEGISTLR A 
X,. ̂  • 

A l l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by 
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Owners were notified of pending State 
Review Board consideration 30 - 75 days before the meeting and were afforded 
the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date are attached to the 
nomintion forms. 

Sincerely, 

Candace Jenkins 
Registration_^irector 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

CJ/sac 


