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1. Name
historic AI I en House
and/or common same

2. Location

street & number 57 Rolfe Stceaz»— N/A not for publication
city, town L owell N/A vicinity of congressional district
state Massachusetts code (025 auty Middlesex aode 017
3. Classiffication
Category Ownership Status Present Use
district public occupied agriculture museum
_X..building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park
structure both work in progress educational private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object jAy~in process yes: restricted government scientific
yjrbeing considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation

no military X

4. Owner off Property

rene  Gonmonweal th of Massachusetts: University of Lowell
co Ofice of the President
dreg a nuier  South Ganpus, University of Lowell

city, town Lowel | N/Avicinity of state MA

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry ofdeeds,etc. Northern Middlesex Registry of Deeds

street & number Gorham Street

city,town Lowell state MA

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of the Historic Assets (#166)
title of the Commonwealth has tms property been determined elegible?

filed 1981

date . federal X state

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

Boston MA

city, town state

otherr vacant

yes ,X no

county local



7. Description Allen House, 5 Rolfe St., Lowell

Condition Check one Ctteck one
excellent X deteriorated unaltered original site .
geodU ruins X altered moved date Mjft
JL . fair unexposed
Describe the present and original (f known) physical appearance

The Allen House i s sited on arise on the west side of Rolfe Street in
Lowel|. At the time the house was built ca. 1854, over 7| acres, which
extended north and west of the house sloping down to the Merrinmack River,
acconpani ed the property. The house i s now flanked by md-20th century
University of Lowell structures. Though the |and behind the house is
still open to Pawtucket Street, next to the river, it has been regraded
to accomnmodat e atheletic fields.

G the original landscaping schene, which included a sem -circular drive
fromRolfe Street with secondary drives encircli nqhthe house and | eading
to a carriage house north of the residence, only the main drive remains.
The grounds immediately behind the house are terraced. These features
are included in the nomnated property. The house appears to be struc-
turally sound, and isinfair condition with the exception of its interior
which 1 s deteriorating. The major problens are broken w ndows and falling
plaster, both a result of the building's being vacant for the |[ast

several years.

Original House

The original portion of the Allen House i s a 2i story brick cross-gable
structure. To this have been added several additions, nost of which are
19th century or earl_l% 20th century and are sim/lar in detailing to the
original portion. ey are described in a later section.

The original building was designed as a stylish Italianateresidence en-
hanced by an attractive setting overlooking the river. Each elevation
Is ornanented with brick corbeling at the cornice. Quatrefoil |ights
pierce the four gables. The nost unusual architectural feature is a
corbeled apron, which extends across each %]abl e, dipping in the center.
The house | s the only residence in Lowell fo use this Fomanesque Revival
feature, although i t can be seen on the Lowell Jail, conpleted tw years
| ater. Corners of the building are defined by a_nei ed brick pilasters.
The roof is sheathed in slate, and tw paneled brick chimeys rise from
the gable crossing. The house stands on a granite foundation with a

nol ded water table.

Entrance to the building i s gained through trabeated doorways |ocated
off-center in the east and west elevations. Fenestration is varied:

6/6 sash prevails with smaller w ndows of VA, El aborately carved seg-
mental and round arched wooden nmoul di ngs cap nost w ndows.” The service
functions of the north wing are reflected in sinpler sandstone caps and
lintels. A few small later wndows are filled with stained glass.

Later Additions - vr

The earliest addition (1868) to the house i s a gable-end wing set per-
pendicularly to the north section of the original house. Except that the

(see continuation sheet)
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corbels are tapered rather than straight andthat the corbeled apron
was omtted, architectural features are nearly identical tothe original
house. Second story fenestrationonthe north elevationi s capped by
wood drip noul dings Wi th pendant drops.

In the late 19th century, the facade gable was extended by a one story
angular bay with full length arched wndows. |n the [ate 19th - early
20th century a one story brick extension was built onto the south w ng.
Original design elenments were carried through in it sproportionsand
stylistic features such as corbeled cornice and paneled corner trim
Tripartite |eaded French doors and w ndows with shallow iron bal conies
open onto the three exposed el evations, and atall paneled brick chi mey
wth individual flue pipes extends from the roof.

The encl osed. Col oni al Revival porch on the facade dates from 1930*

At the northern endof the facade i s anearlier open porch;

chanfered wood posts are braced by sawn scroll brackets. At the rear
of the %Boperty Isathird (and largest) porch — a flat roofed portico
of the Doric order.

Interior

The interior of the Allen House i s amxof Italianateé .
features, a common conbination in Lowell's early Italianate residences.
Door and wi ndow trimbear the heavy noul ding of the Italianate period,
while fireplace mantels are in the |ight Adsinesque node. Although the
house has been severly vandalized, nost of the significant architectural
detail survives, includi nq ,ol aster cornices, ceilirng medallions, interior
French doors anda gracefully curved central stairway. Theturn-of-the-
century south wing addition 1 s handsonely finished wood panel ed walls,

w de gilded plaster bands with floral orhanent at the cornice and across
the barrel vaulted ceiling and a carved nahogany mantle. Upstairs, a
rear bedroomwas refurbished in 19*6 into areligious meeting room
Exposed rafters, trusses and posts, and applied decorative woodwor k on
upper wal | surfaces are medieval in origin.

}e and f ederal i st
I



8. Signifficance Allen House, Lowell

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture_ religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature .sculpture  »
1600-1699 architecture education military social/
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X _ 1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater
1900- communications industry . politics/government . transportation
invention . other (specify)
Specific dates ca. 1857 Builder/Architect unknown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Allen House possesses integrity of |ocation, materials and work-
manship. Conpleted ca. 185" tis architecturally distinguished as one
of thefewsurvivingltalianate estates erected in Lowell prior to the
Civil War. Thehouse is also significant for itsassociations with
three promnent Lowell citizens. TheAllen House thus nmeets criteria
B and Cof t heNational Register of Historic Places.

S - .31,
The house was el ected for Abiel Rol

I e whocane tolLowell inl839. H '~
was enpl oyed as agent for thelLowe

f

| - Nashua Railroad and active in city

se only ten years before th]g{a_roper y
|

I
politics.” Rolfe resided in thehou
was sold toRollin Wite (1817-1892). Wite was aninventor o rearms.
Bet ween 1855 and 1865 he secured eight patents, including a systemof
| oading arevolver cylinder from the rear. | nLowell he foundedthe

re
Rollin"Wite Arns Gonpany whi ch manufactxired cartridge revolvers. Hi s
busi ness was short-lived, however, duetoa lawsuit for infringement filed
by Smth & Wsson Gonpany. . - -.1 . . n y e

In 1890, Wiite sold thehouse toCharles H Allen (18if5-193") e Cf early
New Engl and stock, Allenran alocal lunber business with his father.
After asingle term as a state representative in 1881-82, Allen was el ected

Republ i can Congressnman for Lowel| (1885-89). | nl890 he nade an unsuccess-
ful bid for Governor of Massachusetts. | nl898 Allen was appointed
Assistant Secretary of theNavy by President MKinley and, two years

later, thefirst civilian governor of Puerto Rico. ntheearly 20th

century he becane treasurer of theWhitall Manufacturing Gonpany in Lowell
and in 1910, president of the American Sugar Refining Gonpany i n New
York City. As a prom nent businessman, he served as director or trustee
of numerous New York and New Engl and businesses until his death.

The house remained inAllen's estate until 1975 when i t was purchased by

the Sisters of ChautK of tawa, anursing order of nuns. Qran?ed quarters
forced themtosell the property totheUniversity of Lowell in 1957, who
used the bhuildingasadormtory and, subsequently, for classroons and
offices. Since the md-1970's t hehouse has been vacant.

Al though the architect of thehouse i s not known, i tis possible that
Janes H Rand, alocal architect who was active during this period and

to whomat | east one other Italianate residence and t he Romanesque Reviaral
Lowel | Jail can beattributed, wasinvolved. Theoriginal building was
added toor altered by each of it sowners, but i n each instance extrene
care was taken toadhere toitsoriginal proportions and stylistic features.

The buildingtoday is theonly surviving elenent of what was once astreet
bhn%dhgncwyl arge, stylish houses i nthe westernnost residential section



9. Major Bibliographical Refferences

I-;ixy AXl ases, maps, directories and records.
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Acreage of nominated property less than one acre
Quadrangle name Lowell Quadrangle scale 1:25000

UMT References
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Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal boundary description and justification . ) )

Lowel | Assessors' My, Lowel|l Engineering Dept., Lowell City Hall, Book 5,
Sheets 121, J21, 122, J22. NB nomnated portion i s aportion of the
original |ot, asindicated on enclosed engineer's nap.

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state ] code county code
-tj/r
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

. Candace Jenkins, RegistrationDirector, with _ .
rendtitle  Eli zabeth Durfee Hengen. Preservation Consultant for University of

L owell
agizain M assachusetts Historical Commissorbate April, 1982 /
street & number 29" Washington St. telephone (617) 727-8~70
cityortonn Boston state

12. state Historic Preservation Offfficer Certiffication

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state n local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property forinclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth bythe Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

Historic Preservation Offieer signature  \/t f CULJL AVWA J(kMM\Cire

For HCRS use only
1 hereby certify that this property is included in the Njational Register

1" y a - oo SMJEQT /
Keeper of the National Register

Attest: date
Chief of Registration oA

GPO 938 835
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national alata local

t Hlatortc Praaarvalton Offlcar a“anatura

date

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached

Phone:

sheet
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272
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

LT Office of the Secretary of State
MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
HISTORICAL c?git)o;’ Miassachusetts MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

M. Carol Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of thelnterior
VWashington, DC 20243

Dear M. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the following nonination forms:
Becket : Becket Center Historic District (local) MEASTER -y
Billerica: Manni ng Mnse (1 ocal)
j owel | Allen House (local)
Lovel | South Gonmon Historic District (local)
Lovel | : Vshi ngton Square Historic District (local)
Lovel | : Vnesit Canal and Wi pple MiI| Conplex (local)

Northanpton:  Dinock Estate (local)
Viestfield: Landl ord Fow er Tavern (local - OE 11/79)

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. Ganerswere notified of pending State
Revi ew Board consi deration 30 - 75 days before theneeting and were af f orded
the opportgmtytocormrent. Gomments received todate are attached to the
nom ntion forns.

Sincerely,

Candace Jenki ns
Regi stration_"irector o
Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion

QG sac



