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The Charles Spangenberg Farmstead is situated on a wooded knoll immediately 
adjacent to Dale Road in Woodbury, Minnesota. Of the eight structures in the 
farmstead complex, the farmhouse, barn, and granary were constructed by Charles and 
Frederick Spangenberg. These structures date from the second half of the nine 
teenth century and remain in a relatively unaltered condition. The granary, however, 
was moved a short distance from its original location. The remaining structures were 
constructed by the Czikalla family, which purchased the farmstead in 1901.

The farmhouse is the principal structure in the complex. It was constructed 
in 1871 of locally quarried limestone. It is three stories in height; the long 
itudinal facades are divided into three distinct bays. It is built into the 
contour of the site in a manner such that a walkout basement is provided on the 
east facade. Walls at the basement level are twenty-four inches thick; they taper 
to eighteen inches at the attic level. Decorative elements include bargeboards in 
the gables and segmental arched windows. A full front porch on the east facade was 
removed in 1953.

The barn was constructed ca. 1887. It is a bank barn constructed on a pegged 
timber framing; it is sided with vertical board and batten. The gable roof retains 
its cedar shingles. The entire barn is set upon a limestone foundation. It 
served the Spangenberg family as a horse and dairy barn.

The granary was constructed ca. 1875. It is a two story structure executed 
on a structural system similar to the barn. It is also sheathed with board and 
batten. Storage bins and removable partitions remain on both levels within the 
building: ' "

Additional buildings in the farmstead were constructed'by the Czikalla family. 
These buildings are, for the: most part, simple in nature and do not detract from 
the architectural dhara'hter of the original buildings. The buildings include: an 
ice house (ca. 1910), a chicken house (ca. 1903), a pump house (ca. 1925) (the 
associated windmill has been removed), a milk house (ca. 1947), and a privy. 
A steel silo was added in 1940. One building, a smokehouse, has been removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Charles Spangenberg Farmstead is one of the few nineteenth century pioneer 
farmsteads remaining in Washington County. As was common in the area, potatoes and 
grain were the chief farm products. Later farm operations focused primarily on dairy 
production. The influence of the German builder and the topography of the site is 
reflected in the style and location of the relatively unaltered house, barn, and 
associated outbuildings.

Charles Spangenberg was one of the pioneer settlers of the Woodbury Community. 
An abstract for deed indicates that in 1869 Spangenberg acquired approximately 160 
acres of land in Woodbury Township. With the help of his brother, Frederick, he 
began construction of the house. The brothers quarried limestone from the bluffs 
of the Mississippi River valley and hauled it to the site by means of a team of 
horses and a stoneboat. While the house was in process of construction, Charles 
and his family lived in the basement.

The barn was constructed ca. 1887 and also utilized the natural terrain* It 
was built into the side of a hill to permit easy access to both livestock and hay 
storage levels. Additional buildings were constructed in succeeding years.

The farm remained in the Spangenberg family unitl 1901 when it was sold to 
Frank Czikalla. Since that time it has remained in the Czikalla family. Active 
farming operations continued into the Mid-1950's. Today, all but four acres of 
the original 160-acre parcel have been sold. Now located in a rapidly developing 
suburban area, the farmstead remains as an excellent example of a nineteenth century 
farm and a tangible reminder of the community's agricultural heritage.
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