
FORM B - BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 Washington Street, Boston, MA 02108 

. 

Area Form no. 

C 92 

Town 

UX m a p — 3 I T \ 7 W - I T T 5 — K j y \ ^ X u/—ar-
l n r a t , i o T i , i r i j " o 1 a 1 - i o T l t o r 

i-

A": 

1 ; i t 

Address 55 '.Val.nut S ty^e^ i -

Historic HameDjiUcOfy) fOrKcr MtTUSc^ 

Use: Original d v / e l l i n g 

Present d v / e l l i n j ^ 

Ownership:[jjl Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

Or ig ina l owner - j i n i am P f l r k s r 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c. 17Q6 

Source 

Style 

Rooftrees 

Federal 

Architect IQIQ a d d i t i o n bv • .V i l l a rd P. 
Adden 

Exter ior wal l f ab r i c c l apboa rds , s h i n g l e s 

Outbui 1 dings 

Major a l tera t ions (with dates) g r e a t l y  

e n l a r g e d ( c . 1.310); dormers , e x t e n ­ 

s i o n , p o r c h , .garage added ( 1963)> 

r e a r e n t r y 
Moved HO Date 

Approx. acreage Z ^ . m s q . f t . 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l Pre 'se^vati rnn Sett ing .^m^n r - i ^ ^ , f ^ r n n ^ ^nnf-n. 
A s s o c i a t e s 

Organization Reading " i s t o r i c a l Com- A nev; rn^d n i t n f f nnP dR n f fhP 

Dat e Nove m b e 

mi 
T-JoV •pro'oerty, 

Date_^Jl£^i—. UTU I 1^/37^106/^10SZS1> 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The e x t e r i o r o f t h i s house d isp lays t races o f i t s 13th-century cons t ruc t ion 
as a s i n g l e - f a m i l y house, and i t s ea r ly 19th-century expansion to a Federal 
two- fami ly res idence, before 20th-century reconversion to a s i n g l e - f a m i l y . 
I t has a t h i c k s i l l r e s t i n g on large blocks o f g r a n i t e . The l a rge r of the 
two i n t e r i o r chimneys i s centered on i t s three-bay p o r t i o n . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Cexplain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the coinmunity) 

This house i s s i g n i f i c a n t i n Reading h i s t o r y .as the home of V/ i l l i am Parker, 
who — w i t h 33 other members of h i s f a m i l y — were par t of the d i ssen t ing 
movement from the Congregational Church i n 13if9» The group of 90 d i s ­
senters, who were excommunicated f o r t h e i r a c t i o n , formed t h e i r own church, 
the Bethesda Congregational Church, i n 1349 — an event tha t made e x p l i c i t 
a d o c t r i n a l break i n the community tha t remained unresolved u n t i l the two 
churches r eun i t ed i n 1356. 

V/ i l l i am Fs , rke r ' £ son, Luther , was knov.'n i n Reading as an a r t i s a n of consid­
erable t a l e n t . He constructed an organ, several c locks , and a bass v i o l a 
i n 1513> tha t h i s son, V/illiam. Strong Parker, plaj^ed i n the Bethesda Church. 

Later res idents of the house inc luded V/alter S. Hopkins, S r . , whose son, 
V/alter, J r . , farmed a m.arket garden known as H i l l End Farm on 10 acres of 
the p roper ty . 

I n 1916-1913 V/il la,rd P. Adden l i v e d here. He v/as a p r i n c i p a l i n the f i r m 
of Adden and Parker. They designed the Reading Publ ic L ibra ry^ res tored 
the Old South Church, and co l l abora ted v/ i th another a r c h i t e c t , George 
Sidebottom, on the Tov/n H a l l . Adden also remodeled 23A- Summer Avenue 
(form no. C-113) s.nd 21? V/oburn St ree t ( form no. C-131). 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

1 330 m.ap yes 
1 1̂5-- Luther Parker 
1373 map S.H. Pratt (Stillman) 
1339 map " " " 
Bishop, Rooftrees, Chapter L±0 

20M-2/80 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CChMISSICN 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Coraunity: 
''.eaclin'; 

Fora No: 
p 0 9 

Property Name: 55 •-r-..inut St. 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^idi is being continued below. 

This - r ropcr t" i s s i : ' n i f i c o n t (1) f o r i t s ro le i n . th.e r e l i ' - i o u s '-'issent 
tha t forr.ec th.e Bethesda Con":re.''ationEl Church; (2) f o r i t s connection 
v/ith the l o c a l l : / i.'r.portant Par]:er f s j n i l y , s.nd v.-ith the l o c a l s .rchitect 
•.Villard ?. Adden; and (3) as an e:csj~\^le o f sn i n t h - c e n t u r y h a l f house 
er.nanded to a f u l l house i n the ea.rly 19th cen tury . I t r e t a ins i n t e g r i t y 
of l o c a t i o n , de s i -n , s e t t i n f : , m a t e r i a l s , v.^orlcmanship, and feelin.r: , snd 
-.eetE C r i t e r i a A, P, r.nd C o f the Mat ional P.erister . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottoi 



NPS Form 10-900-» OMB No. 1024-0018 
^ " P 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service wo' «*» 

National Register off Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form id^te entered 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Mul t ip l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

71. Parker, Joseph, House 

. Date/Signature 

Entered In th« 

Eeglster 
Attest 

72. Parker, Wi l l i am, House 
National Register -(deeper AA^^'-^-'^>'<--ASy^^^y~Z9-ty 

At tes t 
Entered I n tKs 

73. Pierce House National fiegiatar .^n^eper /^^^^^^i-^t^L^.-./^^?^^ - / j r - j , 

At tes t 

74. Pierce Organ Pipe Factory ^aMonf l^Seglster ^ ^ p e r ^p(AuL^.^^i7^y^7 -Z9 

- X . . XX.- A t t e s t Entered I n thflr 

75. Pra t t House Kational Hegister i ^ e p e r x ^ . Z . - t o . ^ . . ^ ^ C . ^ ^ ? V W t ^ 

76. 

77, 

Attest 
Entered In ths Enterea in xns . / ^ 

Pratt, Stillman, House National Be§I.Bter ^^eeper ZXAA^.^ y ^ y , ^ T~/9-^A 

Attest 

T, J • w . . -1 T, . 1J. Enterefl Tn tT5e / . j ^ 
Reading Municipal Bui ld ing ^^^^^^^-^ Reg i s te i -Z^eper 

At tes t 

^^Power Staiior^ ^^^^'^ Natlonf/Lgister/^eper XLl^^^.L..*.^^yc^ 779'^/ 

Entered I n the Attest 
National Register 

79. Roberts House pCeeper XjLu..'^\.....^Xzy.^ 7-^9-^^ 

At tes t 

80. Rowhouses at 256-274 Haven ^.^^^^'^ ^ feeeper AAd*'A.*'^LA^u...A^y,^ 7 - / ^ - ^ y 

National Begtster ^^ttest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Parker, WiiHam, House (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

mi resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
nil owner objection 
ED appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request 

Working No. 

Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: 7 ' ^ - - ^ 7 A 7 - ^ 9 - t A 
^gtion: t^-^CEPT 9 - ^ A 

Entered in RETURN. 
Hatlonal Beg-ie REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes C J no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

CH unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH alterations/integrity W A * ' > 
CH dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked ' 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


