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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The yiilage of Milton, surrounded by forests and farmland, is lo-
cated about five miles to the northwest of the town of Litchfield,
Connecticut. It is a very small village made up of eighteenth and
nineteenth century houses lining Milton Road. Just south of Milton
Road on the east side of the village is the green, surrounded by a few
houses -and what was at one time a shoolhouse. On the north side
of the green thirty feet from the road in a rather secluded setting
is the Trinity Church.

An unusual combination of Classical and Gothic features, this
three bay, white clapboard church was designed by 0liver Dickinson in
1802 (though not completed until 1826) to resemble the Second Trinity
Episcopal Church of New York (1788-1839). Both windows and doer are of
the lancet shape and the door is flanked by pilasters decorated with
Gothic tracery which support architraves and a projecting lintel.

A lancet shaped window centered in the pediment created by a gable
roof repeats the vertical theme and leads up to the belfry and hexa-
gonal steeple. Four pinnacles adorning the corners of the belfry and

~ the Tancet window on each side of it add further to the sense of upward

moyement the shurch has as a whole.

The side elevations are four bays long and these lancet windows are
filled with stained glass. However, since the stained glass is of
limitted artistic interest and is not original to the design of the
church, 1t will be replaced with clear glass.

Much of the interior of the ¢ hurch is original and in excellent
condition, but the most interesting interior feature is a very old
New England-built tracker organ located in the gallery at the rear
of the nave.

As a whole Trinity Church is an exquisite building, for it is neat
and compact, and of a perfect scale for the small village. At the
same time its emphasis on upward movement must have provided religious
inspiration for the people of Milton.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The village of Milton sprang up in the mid-eighteenth century as
an off-shoot of the town of Litchfield. Likewise, the Trinity Church
Parish was an off-shoot of St. Michael's Episcopal Church in Litchfield
and was 1incorporated in 1795. Between 1802 and 1826 the Church was built | ). .
by Oliver Dickinson. @wﬁ*‘

.__&"‘
Most unusual is the combination of Gothic and Classical features, v
distinguishing Trinity Church from many other New England village churches. Lp Vv
What is also intriguing is that a church resembling the Second Trinity 4.y T

Ep1scopa1 Church, New York (1788-1839) is to be found in a small village
in rural Connect1cut
To add even further interest, Trinity Church houses what may be the
oldest organ made in New England. The organ is supposed to have been
built in 1823 and is from Boston, leading experts to suggest that it was
built by either Ebenezer o€>W11]1am Goodrich, brothers who both owned
organ building shops in Boston at the time. ¢
The v11]age of Milton, though small, is still very much the same bel ‘“;r
as it was in the nineteenth century. In this unchanged condition it ¢ hetne
provides a valuable example of the way the many small Connecticut parishes ;
must have looked when they first broke away from a larger town to form ldﬂ»vw
their own. Most important to these small villages, of course, was the 1% 7%
church, and the early residents of Milton, no doubt, took great pride »
in Trinity Church.
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