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DEC 2 6 1955
FCRM NO.

1840

Toan Worces ter
Address 31 Louise Street
Historic Kane John and Edward Johnson
Three-Decker
Usss Present residential
Original residential
DESCRIPTION
Date ca. 1918
Source Worcester House Directorv
Style Colonial Revival Three-Decker
Architect unknown
Exterior Hall Fabric wood clapboard and

Outbuildings none shingle

Major Alterations (with dates) none

Condition very good

Moved Date
Acreege less than 1/4 acre

Setting Late 19th/early 20th centurv
urban, multi-family, residential

neighborhood.

Recorded by Michael Steinitz

Qrgani zati on
Dat e Decenber 1988



NATI ONAL REQ STER CRHERI A STATEMENT (i f appl i cabl e)

The John and Edward Johnson Three-Decker possesses integrity of location,
design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling and association. It i s
significant for itsassociationwith thedevelopment of an ethnically m xed,
working-class, multi-famly residential neighborhood on t hesouthern slope
of Vernon Hill i ntheearly 20th century. It i salso an unusually well-
preserved exanple of local Colonial Revival three-decker design. The
Johnson Three-Decker thus neets criteria A and C of t heNational Register of
Historic Places on thelocal level.

ARCH TECTURL. S GNH GANCE  Descri be i nport ant arch|tectural features and evaluate interns of
other buildings within the conmunity.

Architecturally, 31 Louise Street i sa well-preserved and well-detailed
exanple of local Colonial Revival Three-Decker design. The house has t he
typical side-hall plan, and a gable roof with pediment. Mst notable i s -
the full-length first floor porch supported by unusually heavy Tuscan
colums. I ntheentry bay t heporch rises tothree-tiers, supported i n the
second and third tiers by nore sl _nder, paired Tuscan colums. Ot he
asymmetrical main facade, theentry bay i sflanked by a three-story bay

wi ndow. A second bay window i slocated on theside wall. The housei s

clad i nwood clapboard, with shingle bands between t hestories. Regularly
spaced brackets decorate theroof cornice overhang. .

HSTARCAL SGUHCANE Explain the role omers played in local or state history axd howthe
building relatesto the devel opnent of the conaunity.

Built ca. 1918, t heJohnson Three-Decker was | ocated on t hesouthern slope
of Vernon Hill, thecity's nmost concentrated and extensive district of 20th
century three-decker development. The stimulus for multi-famly residential
devel opment in t hesouthern and southwestern parts of t heneighborhood came
from t hesouth: many residents were enployed as wireworkers at t he nearby
South Works and Quinsigamond Village Works steel mills. Wor ki ng-cl ass

fam |lies of both Irish and Swedish extraction located here. The first known
owners of 31 Louise Street were John and Edward Johnson, machinist and

wi reworker, respectively. Both lived at this address. John Mirphy, a clerk,
also resided here i n1918, as did Thure Lindstrom a bookeeper. The
Johnsons lived here th.rough 1930. Other residents i nthat year included

* George Murphy and Kenneth Mirphy, both machinists; Ms.. Ida Johnson; and
Ms. Jennie Mirphy.

Bl BLI G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES

Worcester Directory, Wrcester House Directory, 1918, 1920, 1930
L.J. Richards, Atlas of theCity of Wrcester, 1922.

J. Callahan et al., Wrcester Three-Decker Survey, 1981.
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