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SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

O r g a n i z a t i o n Ma?;'̂ . H i ^ t n n V ; ; ! r.nnni^.: inn 

Date 12/84 

AREA FORM NO. 

274 

m Ar l ing ton . MA 

iress 252 GVay Street 

t o r i c Name Wil l iam Prentiss House 

Present_ 

Original 

Residential 

Residential 

ESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1850-1860 

Source Arlington Maps 

Sty le Greek Revival 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings None 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

Front raised roof dormer, side porch. 

and f ron t porch (20th century) . 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage Less than one acre  

S e t t i n g The Prentiss House s i t s on 

the side of a h i l l in the n ids t of 

a res ident ia l neighborhood. 

U7^- ' ' f /32 / 2 ^ 0 A ^ 6 9g'OS-O 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECrURU SICJN'IFIĈ CE (Describe ijnportant architectiaral features and 
evaluate in tenns of other buildings within the conmunity.) 

One of the ojdest buildings in Arlington Heights is this simple one-and-a-half-
story dwelling. Built ca. 1860, its rectangular plan, corner boards, and fascia 

• are similar to Greek Revival cottages located in the eastern part of Arlington, 
but is an unusual form for this section of Arlington Heights. The main facade's 
wall dormer is probably a 20th century addition. * 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Ejcplain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the conmunity.) 

In 1869, this building's owner was listed as William Prentiss. He was one 
of the few farmers who lived in the Walnut, Mount Vernon, and Gray Streetsr" ' 
section of Arlington Heights. In the 1870s, the western portion of Gray Street 
was known as Prentiss Street. It terminated in a dead end just to the east 
of what is now 252 Gray Street. During the early 20th century, the Hobbs family, 
and later the Higgins family, lived in this house. . - •• 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The William Prentiss House possesses integrity of location, setting, materials, 
and workmanship. I t f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

I 
BIBLIOGRAPHY" and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1875 Beers & Co. Atlas 
1884 B i rd 's Eye View of Ar l i ng ton , Ar l ington Advocate . ' 
1898 Stadley & Co. Atlas 
1923 Sanborn Map Co. Atlas 
Ar l ington Di rector ies of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923 . •' 
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WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

N A T I O N A L REGISTER OH HISTORIC PLACES 
E V A L U A T I O N / R E T U R N SHEET 

Prentiss, William, House (Arlington MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CU resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
O owner objettion 
• appeal 

CU sample CZl request Substantive Review: • appeal 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date; 
Date Due: 
Action: 

6 1985 

ACCEPT 

A^^^AAAA^EAHU-
.REJECT. 

Federal Agency: 

CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

J-

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: ^ technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 

Accessible 
Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

d l good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date _ 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CU summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CU clarity 
• alterations/integrity — - -r-
• dates . 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

CU summary paragraph 
CU completeness , , 
CU clarity 
EJ applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title etas 

^3. Other 

^Maps P ( ^ ' 
EJ Photographs 
• Other 

A 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 



FCm. & - BUILDING 

•MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. 
274 

PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to left side of form 

Photo number 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg 

Organization Mass. Historical r.nnni<;<;ir.n 

Date 12/84 

SKETCH MAP 
Show property's location in relation 
to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate 
a l l buildings between inventoried 
property and nearest intersection. 
Indicate north. 

Town Arlington, MA 

Address 252 Gray Street 

Historic Name William Prentiss House 

Use: Present 

Original 

Residential 

Residential 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date ca. 1850-1860 

Source Arlington Maps 

Style Greek Revival 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Clapboard 

Outbuildings None 

Major alterations (vith dates) 

Front raised roof doriner, side porch, 

and front porch (20th century). 

Moved No Date N/A 

Approx. acreage Less than one acre 

Setting The Prentiss House sits on 

the side of a hill in the nidst of 

a residential neighborhood. 

U779^- / fAS2/ 2 WOA^'O 9S^O 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECrURU SIGNIFICANCE (Describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within the community.) 

One of the oddest buildings in Arlington Heights is this simple one-and-a-half-
story dwelling. Built ca. 1860, its rectangular plan, corner boards, and fascia 
are similar to Greek Revival cottages located in the eastern part of Arlington, 
but is an unusual form for this section of Arlington Heights. The main facade's 
wall dormer is probably a 20th century addition. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history how the building relates to the development of the community.) 

In 1869, this building's owner was listed as William Prentiss. He was one 
of the few farmers who lived in the Walnut, Mount Vernon, and Gray Streetsr" ' 
section of Arlington Heights. In the 1870s, the western portion of Gray Street 
was known as Prentiss Street. I t terminated in a dead ehd just to the east 
of what is now 252 Gray Street. During the early 20th century, the Hobbs family, 
and later the Higgins family, lived in this house. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

The William Prentiss 
and workmanship. I t 
Places. 

House possesses integrity of location, setting, materials, 
f u l f i l l s Criterion C of the National Register of Historic 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 

1875 Beers & Co. Atlas 
1884 Bird's Eye View of Arlington, Arlington Advocate 
1898 Stadley & Co. Atlas " 
1923 Sanborn Map Co. Atlas 
Arlington Directories of 1869/70, 1883, 1890, 1898, 1923 

lOM - 7/82 



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register off Historic P iaces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numljer Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Ar l ing ton M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County. MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

31. Locke School 

Attest 

32 • Milestone EBtvred Im -UM 
lational IteglBter 

Date/Signature 

^^^Af:y^±iZ^:^^l=iyS^M 

Attest 

33. Prentiss-Payson House eeper 
Katlonal IteffBter U 

Attest 

34. Prentiss, William, House Entered 1B the "^^^^^ / A U ^ ' ^ ' ^ - ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ f ^ j ^ ^ 
National Begrlster 

Attest 

35. Proctor, William, House Entered In tl^ pC^per yyiu^-^-^^y§-^^^' 
national ••|^ul«r 

Attest 

36. Rawson, Warren, Building fsij^Re^ T B ikSfl 
A^epev yAL&^--...y^y<^fA-^lri 

37. Rawson, Warren, House 

38. Robindreau, Alfred E., 
House 

39. Robinson House 

40. Robinson-Lewis-G.F., 
Fessenden House 

Attest 

A^ 
Entered in tiie /Keeper 
Hatlonal ••ftster 

Attest 

Entered In t l - / ^ ^ P e r 
Hational » f t « t e r ^^^^^^ 

'ĵ 'Keeper 

Attest 

Î TKeeper 
Entered In the 
National a««ioter Attest 

<-'-'^-^'~*y^yu.y 

Encyrsd in. 
National Swifruter 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Prentiss, William, House [Arlington MRAj 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

S resubmission 
L H nomination by person or local government 
CU owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: ZJ sample • request 

Working No. 
\Zyz Fed. Reg. Date: 

Date Due: f / ? . Z 
Action: c^^-T^EPT f - ^ Z - ^ S 

Eatwed i n the RETURN 
Mational Eegiater REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CU NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CZl no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CD good 
CUfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 
altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

cn summary paragraph > 
CU completeness 
CD clarity 
CU alterations/integrity - v- . _ 
I I dates -
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (In one paragraph) 

EJ summary paragraph 
CU completeness : " 
CU clarity ., -
CU applicable criteria 
CU justification of areas checked 
CU relating significance to the resource 
cn context 
CU relationship of integrity to significance 
CU justification of exception 
CU other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CU Maps 
CU Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone: -

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 







William Prentiss House 
f. 252 Gray Street 


