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1. SITE I.D. NO

3 SITE ADDRESS (STREET t NO)

The Watchman
Crater Lake National Park

5. ORIGINAL USE

Fire Lookout 
Museum_

6. PRESENT USE

Fire Lookout

7. CLASSIFICATION

UTM ZONE EASTING NORTHING

1932
11 REGION

10
4. CITY/VICINITY '_,>, COUNTY

Crater Lake National Park, Klamath, Oregon
STATE SCALE 1:24 

OTHER

1:62.5 QUAD 
.NAME.

12. OWNER/ADMIN ADDRESS • sf

U.S. Department of^Interior. National Park Service. Seattle. Washinaton
13. DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S). PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS, MATERIALS. MAJOR ALTERATIONS. EXTANT EQUIPMENT. AND ; 

IMPORTANT BUILDERS. ARCHITECTS. ENGINEERS. ETC. ,

A rustic style stone and wood two-story structure located on an andesite peak on the west side of Crater Lake rim. 
The second .floor observation deck is 16 l -10"Xl'6 I -10", with a full first floor the same size below. A 20'xl4' one-story 
wing, constructed of ma$sive stone' masonry w'ith'ia flat roof, extends'east from the southeast corner of the building. The 
tower roof, is hipped, with green^paifited shakes and slender log rafters, exposed at the eaves.' 'Second floor walls are 
large, 2 I -6"x4' r lQ" steel s^sh fixed glass panels with six bays per ;sjde: one bay on each of the north and south 
elevations has glajzed doors Jthat Head to the surrounding catwalk. Spandrels, above windows haye narrow, vertical board 
siding with louyered vents above the windows on east' and south elevations: 'some panels have Keen patched with plywood. 
Spandrels below'are continuation <j)f first floor stone masonry. The currenti^atwalk, with steel-braced;2x8s, replaces an 
earlier timber deck--that was; supportec| by massive log girders with Iarge3ogi|diagqnal braces extending from rock supports 
built into ^the firsit fljoomabout 4' above grade. Original log post and ; -raH<s on the catwal k, and log and timber stairs 
on the east elevation hiavg-|een replaced. Logs supporting the observation^^deck's floor system have beeijNreplaced with 
conventional joist framing:,: ; -The tower's first floor exterior is masstye ro^k^ masonry wit||i steel mul ti~ If gilt .windows on 
the east and west. A panef-ed; door on ;the east el evasion "leads to a stoirage roam; it he nortfc elevation has two <toors, each 
of which led to; a toi;ljet , :fltil ity--tlie northwest>;room -:ts ; now storage^ Tfe'^*one-story wjlng was designed;; as ia museum- 
observatory:: open to^the^general public (now closed^, ;It n>$ a massive fmasont*y^ exterior witih ste:el .multi-1 ight,casements

14. CONDITION Q EXCELLENT rjGOOD ^ jgjFAIR rjOETERiORATieb '£" QRUINS ^ 15. IJANGER OF DEMOLITION? "^ r~|YES '. ^"JNO ^^UWKNOWN :
•SPECIFY THREAT) t ; : ^ -i»^ ^

16. SIGNIFICANCE

Despite alterations, the building's integrity is basicaTlyJiJitact^ndyt is,^a unique-example pf^rustit architecture as 
applied to a specialized building type. Mere! Sager notec|: ""After-MrSj. D^Coffman, £i r^ Control Expert,-inspected the 
bujlding he---stated-that :he believed if to be the be'st fif^ef lijokdut buildjng in the United:^tates." It; is a significant 
architectural resource; and would "be a contributing J)uildinig" in ;*a nomination on;;the parkas riist>c architecture t|3 the 
National Register of His tori c Place s,i; • '-;'j : •• ''. ',, : 4 5« ;>.Q:, ^;''-- ' -S ! ; 'v!.'vl.v% ! :3;' '£ ,:• -- ' -:; -i



17 PHOTOS AND SKETCH MAP OF LOCATION
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18.

19.

LOCATED IN AN HISTORIC DISTRICT? ' r-i«ce ran.,-* 
I 1YES lAJ™"

PUBLIC ACCESSIBILITY JV YES. LIMITED 

NO
=

QNAME

YES. UNUMITEC 

UNKNOWN

20. EXISTING 
SURVEYS =

NR QNHL QHABS QHAER-I 
COUNTY QLOCAL QOTHER

QHAER 0 MPS QSTATE

21. REFERENCES— HISTORICAL REFERENCES. PERSONAL CONTACTS. AND/OR OTHER

Building Maintenance File, Crater Lake NP: Watchman Lookout Station, Building #168 
Drawings: CL-4925, 1 sheet; Denver Service Center; microfilm at NPS-PNRO, Seattle. 
Historic Photo File at Crater Lake NP: File 21H/No neg.; File 20H/ No neg..

NPS, Branch of Plans and Design, Western Division. Landscape Architects Field Reports (Sager: 1932) 
in Federal Archives and Records Center (RG 79), San Bruno, CA.
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