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The First United Methodist Church, a white pressed brick building, is distin­ 
guished by its stepped gabled facade and combination of a low and high tower. 
The towers have mock battlements, and the taller tower terminates with a spire, 
while the lower has a hipped roof with a finial. The building has a cruciform 
plan with the shallow transepts also having stepped gables.

Window arches, all of terra cotta, are varied. All first story windows have 
segmental arches, but the short tower's windows have flat arches, the taller 
tower's ventilators have Tudor arches and the transepts' and facade's major 
window has a Gothic arch. All the windows are stained glass and have tracery. 
The Coeur d'Alene Journal of February 26, 1909, claimed the north end window 
depicting an Easter scene was "easily the finest window of its kind in this 
part of the country."

The building remains unaltered except for the Education building which was 
added to the right rear in 1957.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First United Methodist Church is architecturally significant for a stepped 
gabled facade which is unique in Idaho church buildings. It has a visually 
tight design with a major and a minor tower, characteristic of many Methodist 
churches of this period. Its stained glass windows are also noteworthy.

Voluntary labor constructed most of this church which was designed by George 
Williams, Coeur d'Alene's foremost architect of the time. Williams did very 
few churches in Idaho.
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The 1957 addition in no way relates to the original design. It is one-story 
in height, of red-brick construction and contemporary utilitarian design. 
However, attached as it is to the right rear corner of the church, it does 
not seriously compromise the visual impact of the original.
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The Coeur d'Alene Methodist Church is significant architecturally as an 
eclectic example of a transitional type of ecclesiastic building which tend­ 
ed to occur in Idaho in the first decade of the 20th century, designed by 
one of Coeur d'Alene and North Idaho's foremost architects of the period.

The church relates in scale and material to a number of contemporary Protest­ 
ant structures in the smaller Idaho cities whose congregations were prepared 
at this time to build substantial buildings; it is comparable in this regard 
to the Baptist church in Blackfoot, the no-longer-extant Presbyterian Church 
in Twin Falls, or the Presbyterian Church in Coeur d'Alene itself. Such 
structures are often of brick and are intermediate in size between the frame 
structures in which most Idaho churches began their congregational lives, 
and the more massive structures, often of stone, which were built by major 
congregations ready to make such an investment in the 'teens and 'twenties: 
e.g. the Methodists in Idaho Falls, Twin Falls, Lewiston. Stylistically, the 
church with its dominant left tower and consequently picturesque, assymetrical 
profile is related to other Methodist churches of the period (Blackfoot and 
Moscow Methodist are examples) and to contemporary churches of other denomina­ 
tions: e.g. the splendid St. Thomas Catholic in Coeur d'Alene. It is sty­ 
listically a precursor of the more monumental and symmetrical, stone structures 
the Methodist congregations mentioned above would build in the 'teens.

The special significance of Coeur d'Alene Methodist is its vigorous eclecticism, 
which appears to be a function of its design by an architect of substantial 
energy and originality who was not, however, much experienced in church design. 
George Williams, a native of Iowa who had practiced for 12 years in Eastern 
Oregon, settled in Coeur d'Alene in 1903. He designed many of the finest 
buildings in the city, among them the City Hall, Masonic Temple, Nixon and 
other business blocks, and a number of large residences. Even more regularly, 
he designed school buildings. Twenty Idaho and eastern Washington examples 
are mentioned in the Coeur d'Alene papers during the period 1905-1911. During 
this same period only two churches are mentioned, the no longer extant Lady of 
the Lakes, 1905, and the 1906 Coeur d'Alene Methodist. The design of the latter 
dates from early in Williams' Idaho career, and seems to represent a rare type 
within it. And it was provided to a congregation sufficiently unaffluent as 
to build its own church primarily with donated labor and hold the cost to 
$10,000. The church may possibly be seen therefore as somewhat experimental, 
novitiate work. Its exuberant eclecticism stands in favor of this argument: 
the use, for example, of four different kinds of arch—segmental, flat, pointed 
and Tudor—on the same facade. And the picturesque stepped gable is to our 
present knowledge unique in Idaho.
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This nomination includes the First United Methodist Church in Coeur d'Alene 
and the property on which it stands at 618 Wallace Avenue: lots 3, 4, 5, 
and 6, block 27, Coeur d'Alene and Kings Addition.


