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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

James Duane Doty built the Grand Loggery, a large squared log 
house, late in 1845 and moved into it before the end of the year. It is a 
1 1/2 story structure, T-shaped in plan, with gable roof, and with a 
recessed porch under a wall dormer in the center of the front side of the 
house (cross member of the T). Second story gable ends and dormer are 
clapboarded. The house is spacious, with a large living room, dining room, 
kitchen, and central hallway downstairs. Upstairs are two large bedrooms, 
two smaller ones, and a storeroom. Mrs. Doty is said to have named the 
house "Grand Loggery" because of its size in comparison with other log 
houses of the time.

The original house, owned by the City of Neenah, was moved a 
short distance from its original site to a permanent place in Doty park in 
1928. It was measured for the Historic American Buildings Survey in 1936. 
After having been used as a public museum for a number of years, the Grand 
Loggery was found in 1948 to be no longer safe for public use because of 
damage by wood borers. It was therefore torn down and rebuilt into an 
exact replica of the original. In the reconstruction, much trim and other 
salvageable material was used in order to retain as much integrity as 
possible. The ceiling of one upstairs bedroom is of the original board 
planking. All rooms have softwood floors. Other rooms on the second 
floor have plaster walls, exact duplicates of the originals.

The Grand Loggery continues to serve as a public museum and 
contains* numerous documents, silver, china, furniture, and various other 
itemsTlenat belonged to the Doty family.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

In 1823, James Duane Doty, a protege of Governor Lewis Cass of Michi 
gan Territory and a young lawyer, was appointed judge of the federal "addi 
tional court," with, jurisdiction from Maekinac to the Mississippi. From 
that time until his: departure from Wisconsin in 1861, he was an influential 
and important figure in law, politics, land speculation, and various other 
areas of Wisconsin history.

As a judge, Doty did much, to bring law and order to the crude fron- 
^ut hd> rulings were often considered discriminatory, largely because 
upheld the* tights of Indians to adhere to their own laws in their own 

traditional ways, and in 1832 he lost his position. He served in the Michi 
gan territorial legislature (1833-1835), as delegate in Congress from Wis 
consin territory (1838-1841), and was agent for John Jacob Astor in promotin 
the village of Astor (Green Bay).

As^agent for capitalists or for cooperative investment companies, Dot 
bought heavily^ at public land sales, laying out towns and planning a system 
of canals to enhance the value of lands thus, acquired. At Belmont in 1836 
he managed to have Madison elected as the Wisconsin capital, and himself 
made a building commissioner. From 1841-1844 he served as Wisconsin's sec 
ond territorial governor.

In 1845, Doty moved to Doty Island (NeenalO and, with, his son Charles 
promoted the townsite of Menasha. He was delegate to the first constitution 
al convention, and served two terms (1849-1853) in Congress, where he opposec 
Clay's compromise plan and worked to get government aid for building rail 
roads in Wisconsin and to the Pacific. After trying in vain to win election 
to the U. S. Senate, Doty accepted appointment by President Lincoln in 1861 
as superintendent of Indian affairs for the Utah Territory. In 1863 Lincoln 
appointed him governor of Utah Territory, a position he held successfully 
until his death in 1865.

Although the Grand Loggery is a reconstruction, it is accurately exe 
cuted in a suitable environment on land originally owned by Doty and named 
Cor him, and Is presented in a dignified and appropriate manner in keeping 
Glth_ the plan for which it was reconstructed. It is the only structure in 
Wisconsin with proper and sufficient associative significance relating to 
)oty to merit nomination to the National Register. One other house associa 
ted with Doty remains in the state but has lost all structural and archi 
tectural integrity through numerous alterations over a long period of time.
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Grand Loggery

8. The original Grand Loggery was certified architecturally signifi 
cant by the Historic American Buildings Survey twelve years before 
reconstruction became necessary. The reconstruction is an exact replica 
of the original, retains at least some construction materials salvaged 
from the original, and is furnished largely with authentic Doty 
documents-, housewares and furniture.

It is believed that for purposes of nomination to the National 
Register, the reconstructed Grand Loggery adequately meets the criteria 
considerations set forth by the National Park Service.
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