ABLA FORM NO.

FORM B - BUILDING 117

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSON
80 BOYLSTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02116

Town  Sherborn

Addr ess 32 Pl easant Street
Hi storic Nane Joseph Twitchell House

FHOTO (3x3' or 3x5', black & white) _
staple to left side of form We:  Present Resi dence

Photo aumbe Original  Residence

DESCRI PTI ON' :

Dat eCa. 1710, possibly 1690

Source /A
KETCH MP
Showproperty's locatioa i arelatioa Style First Period
to aearest cross streets aad/ or
geographi cal features. ladicate Architect MA
all burl diags betweea iaveatoried '
property and nearest iatersectioa. Exterior wall fabric O apboard

| adi cate north.

Qut bui | dings Barn, Sheds.. Questhon.'jip
See attached maep.

Mpjor alterations (with dates) "Q”th
wi ng added ca. 1800

Mved Date MNA

Approx. acreageless than one acre
Recorded by Betsy Friedberg Setting The Twitchell House is located
Organi zation i”ass. Historical Com nission in the more rural portion of western
Dat e My 1985 Sherborn.

UM reference: 19 301820 4678110

(Staple additional sheets here)
scale 1:25,000 Holliston Quadrangle



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Dexcribe iirportant architectural features ad
evaluate in tams of other buildings within the community.)

The Joseph Twitchell House is one of half a dozen Sherborn residences that may
be First Period structures. The building retains a distinctive saltbox,
profile. It possesses a single-pile, central-hall plan, two and a half stories
in height, with an integral rear lean-to. Its main facade is three bays wide,
and centered on the ridge is a large brick chimney. The roof was probably
raised at one time; two sets of rafters remain in the attic, the lower set of

\iv&i)cnr% (IjSJ fastened together without a ridge pole. Also visible on the interior

HISTORICAL SGNIHCANCE (Explain the role omas played in local or state
history and how the building relates to the devdgomeat of the commmity.)

The Twitchell House has seen continuous use-since it was first constructed in
the early 18th century. Like most of Sherborn's surviving early dwellings,
the Twitchell House was located originally in relative isolation. Despite a
1690 date painted on its chimney, the house was probably built by farmer Joseph
Twitchell, Jr., on his father's land ca. 1710. The First Period dwelling was
enlarged and the roof raised in the mid 18th century by Twitchell descendants.
Its use as a farm continued into the 20th century; today it is a "gentlemen's
farm," the estate of a well-to-do landowner. The house retains its rural
setting, and is located in a relatively undeveloped area of western Sherborn.

(R TERA KR BVALUATI ON

The Joseph Twitchell House reta-ins integrity of [ocation, design, setting,
materials, and workmanship, aswell as a continued association withagricultural
life inSherborn. I nitspresent form Twtchell House is a well-preserved
exanpl e of the evolution from First Period to Georgian-style structures, and

thus fulfils Criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places. Athough
one total acreage currently associated wtih this property is quite large  (approx-
imately 80 acres), only the area immediately surrounding the house and outbuil digs

is being nom nat ed.
B Bl GE3FHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Nps of 1788, 1857, 1875, and 1889.
Margaret Dowse Buntin's research

Ane C Shaughnessey, A Quide to Sherborn, 1974. N

Harriet Forbes,'s'Sne 17th Century Houses of Mddl esex County, MY,
Qd-Tine NewEngl and, Jan, 1939.

OV - 7/82



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET

MASSNCHUETTS HISTORICAL COMM"SSON
Office of the Secretary, Boston Sherborn 117

CommLmity: Form No:

Property Naine:joS5eph Twitchell House

Indicate each item on inventory form whidi is being continued belcw.
ARHTECTURAL SGNIHCANCE (Cont'd)

is the bevded-edge sme beam

A Georgian-style center entryway, a mid 18th century addition, |s topped by a
Sx-pane transom. The door enframement is composd of decoratlve

pilasters supporting
a narow, flat entablature. In the earIK 19th centuc}/ gabled ell wes added
to the bwldlngsw&stern wall. It is three bays wide, ad a broaj woad string course
defines its two stories.

Alarge barn, cowvned by a cupola, stands near the house
It wes built in the mid 19th century. Both house ad ban have bean recently restored,
The guest house is a recent addition to the property.

MAP KEY
A House
B  Guesthouse
C Ban
D Sheds

Staple to Inventory form at bott



NPa Form 10-900-i
0-»2|

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation

Name
State

sheet

Sherborn Multiple Rfi.gnurrp Arpa
Middlesex Countv. MASSACHUSETTS

Nomination/Type of Review

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Sawin-Bullen-Bullard House -.i.sxco

Twitchell, Joseph, House A

Vaughn, H. G., House E»tar»d  l« tiix

Ware's Tavern u\uM™uNur

fctar«*  Im

Mm?-i

Woodland Farm-Leland House

Item number

1024-0018
10-31-87

OMB So.
Expires

Forus* oty
uxXx--

<f8te enl«re<| ~

Page 3

Multiple Resource Area
Thematic Group

Date/Signature

Attest

i--«i™eeper

Attest

| “eeper XAUAS YNNI A

Attest

H eeper YXAMIAN X AN > A
Attest

AfUANAAANXA]AAA

KM \per

Attest

NEBPBY

K eeper
Attest
K eeper
Attest
K eeper
Attest
K eeper

Attest



WASO Form - 177
("R" June 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Twitchell. Joseph, House (Sherborn MRA)
Middlesex County
MASSACHUSETTS

CH
d| nomination by person or local government

resubmission

e owner objection
appeal

Substantive Review:

CH sample .

Reviewer's comments:

Nomination returned for:

request

e»a**4«ll’

e appeal

.technical corrections cited tielow

.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership

Public Acquisition

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Has this property been determined eligible? * yes

7. Description

Condition

excellent | | deteriorated
d | good d ! ruins
o fair | I unexposed

Statu*
Accessible

Chedk one
unaltered
altered

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

d| summary paragraph
d| completeness

e clarity
0 alterations/integrity
» dates

1 I boundary selection

NgQV/2 O 195

Working No.
Fed. Reg. Date:” ,
Date Due: [ "NAMIgT - IIfIATT D
Action: -"-N"CEPT
IBsrx RETURN
ItArflMe REJECT

Federal Agency:

d! NR decision

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
e original site

moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Bui lder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

e summary paragraph

d|l completeness

d! clarity

d| applicable criteria

d| justification of areas checked

d| relating significance to the resource

e context o -+ Bi<?
« relationship of integrity to significance 7>

d| justification of exception

e other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

dl Maps
d Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet

GPO 918-450









Icy

# 117 32 Pleasant St
Map # 3 Lot# 9

1969 Assessors Map

Scale 1" = 200’



Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000293



