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The home built for banker and customs collector John Hobson near the waterfront
in Astoria in 1863 is a choice, intact example of Stick Style architecture. Since its
construction, it has been occupied without interruption by descendents of the original
owner (Miss Halderman is the great-granddaughter of John Hobson). Moreover, it is among
the three oldest residences standing in the community. It is contemporary with the
Conrad Boelling House at 765 Exchange Street. Only the Captain Charles Brown House,
1337 Franklin, is earlier in date. The latter is understood to have been built in 1854.

The Hobson House is somewhat removed from the greater concentration of Astoria's
best known historic building stock. It is located on the extreme northwest corner of
the downtown core, at the intersection of 5th and Bond Streets.

The two-story frame house, the oldest portion of which dates from 1863, has a
modified T-shaped plan. Having gabled roofs and clapboard siding, its basic outlines
are plain. Its salient features consist of a veranda encompassing three sides of the
original wing (stem of the "T"), superimposed projecting bays on the end of the north
wing, and chequered and Stick Style decoration in the gable. Tall window openings are
fitted with double-hung sash with one-over-one lights.

The house has sustained some alterations and additions. The original wing, on the
east, now has a fireplace occupying the position of a former window. In addition,
throughout the house five outer doors on the ground floor have been replaced by walls
or French windows, and the kitchen porch on the west side was removed.

The addition of the west section of the house was made within ten years after con-
struction of the east wing perpendicular to it, and was originally of one story. Some
years later, the second floor of the west wing was added, and about this time also the
original kitchen at the south end of the west addition was converted to a dining room,
and a new kitchen was added behind it. The kitchen-dining area was remodeled again about
twenty years ago. The early softwood floors were all replaced by hardwood floors in
the 1920s.

The exterior of the house retains its original siding and decoration. When repairs
must be made, both the original design and type of wood are duplicated. It should be
noted that the house originally sat at grade level but was raised upon a basement in
1890. Despite regrading of streets in the waterfront section of town (where the Hobson
House is located) many years ago, some of the period plant material yet remains in the
surrounding vard.
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John Hobson

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house which is the subject of this nomination dates from 1863 and, though altered
through the years, is important for its continuity, its fine condition and its association
with its builder, John Hobson (1824-1896), European immigrant, farmer, entrepreneur and
public servant.

The Hobson House is of both architectural and historical significance. Architectur-
ally, the house is important as an example of a plain house updated in the Stick Style.
It typifies the organic process of adaptation many homes have been subjected to as they
accommodate each new generation. Importantly, in the case of the Hobson House, the alter-
ations have been made with a consistent commitment to quality and harmony. The building
is equally important as an ancestral home. Astoria is a long-settled and closely-knit
community in which there are many families who can trace their roots back into the early
days of the city.

The house was built in 1863 by John Hobson and was his second home in the area (the
site of the first, no longer standing, is south of Astoria). Hobson was an individual of
considerable significance in his community and one whose life exemplifies the European
immigrant element of American cultural history. Born in England in 1824, Hobson immi-
grated to America with his family in 1843. He disembarked at New Orleans, ascended the
Mississippi and crossed the Plains with a party from St. Louis, arriving at Fort Vancouver
in late November of 1843. Several men, of whom Hobson was one, left their families at
the Hudson's Bay Company fort and continued down to the mouth of the Columbia to the
Clatsop Plains where they selected claims, to which they brought their families late in
December of 1843. Once established at Clatsop Plains, Hobson raised cattle, farmed his
land and dealt in real estate. He participated in the California gold rush, proving
moderately successful as a miner.

During his early days at Clatsop Plains, Hobson married Diana Owens, another immigran
of 1843. Four children were born of this union, a union which also made Hobson the
brother-in-Taw of Oregon's pioneering woman doctor, Dr. Bethenia Owens-Adair.

John Hobson and his family moved into the Astoria home which is the subject of this nomina
tion on December 25, 1863. It was during this period that Hobson was engaged in the whole
sale and retail butcher and grocery business with another well-known Clatsop Plains pionee
Mr. D.K. Warren. In later years, Hobson was involved in several important events: he was
a principal in a group which developed one of the first salmon canneries on the lower
Columbia (he also built a salmon cannery at Hobsonville in neighboring Tillamook County);
he was an organizer and vice-president of Astoria National Bank; and was appointed
Collector of Customs for the Port of Astoria in 1885 by President Cleveland.

In the 1880s, John Hobson visited family and friends in England and, while there,
convinced twenty families to immigrate to the Clatsop Plains, thus continuing his efforts:
to develop Astoria and environs.
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