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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Development -within the historic district of Herbert Hoover National Historic
Site occurs within three distinct zones. They are: the historic village
environment, the Presidential Library (which is not under National Park 
Service jurisdiction), and the Hoover Graves. Landscape and ground cover 
within the park boundaries match generally that of the surrounding town 
and farmland, the farmland within park boundaries being put to agricultural 
use (primarily in corn) and that area within the town of West Branch 
planted with bluegrass and miscellaneous trees. An exception is the grave- 
site which is formally landscaped with rows of various evergreens.

The emphasis in development of the immediate core area surrounding the 
Hoover birthplace has been to recreate the atmosphere of Hoover's boyhood 
environment. Because many of the structures that once existed in the 
neighborhood no longer exist, it was believed that the sense of time and 
place could be more legitimately achieved by replacing them with similar, 
compatible residences that fill in the scene, as opposed to reconstructions 
of original structures on the basis of limited information. The result 
is that the National Historic Site's historic core area now resembles a 
typical Iowa small town of the late 19th century and thus recaptures in 
atmosphere, if not in detail, the surroundings familiar to the boy Hoover. 

See substituted paragraph on Continuation Sheet page 10
boundaries of the National Historic Site include lands required JPojC- 

varioil5~-p^ia£tical or administrative purposes, including modejyx--frtf'eets 
and roads. Tho's'g'-drarad.a-.^a^e not considered importa,ajh--t<r*1;'E^ historical 
significance and are net rnr21rttdrexi_j;n. thi^_*©ar±ffa¥ion. This national 
register property includes the_j3ie?o^1fc-~e-ejie._a£^ or neighborhood surround
ing the Hoover birthjLl«re-e7'''The graves of PresTdenTr-ariwl-Jlr^. Hoover with 
their immg^iat-e'"enVironment, the Presidential Library anT^TfS—gruxiinds, 

[e'Tliles Farm, which dominates the skyline over the core area and 
was an important visual feature during Hoover's time in the area.

Historic structures serving to recreate the childhood environment of 
Herbert Hoover are as follow:

HS-1 Hoover Birthplace Cottage. A one-story two-room cottage of board- 
and-batten construction, l^+'x 201,with front door facing South Downey 
Street. Built in l871j the structure was relocated in I89O. In 1938, 
the structure was returned to its original site and restored to its_ 
appearance of the 1870-75 period of occupancy with two rooms, lean-to 
shed and covered porch. Exterior is simulated whitewash and structure 
in excellent condition.

HS-2 P.T. Smith House. A two-story frame structure, 21* x 39i.»with clapboard 
siding and asphalt-shingled roof. It is located on the- southeast corner 
of Downey and Cedar Streets. Built in l87^s the main body of structure |, 
is painted with period Munsell lOGY G/2 tint and trim is Munsell 5Y 8.5/2.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page l)
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
Development within the historic district of Herbert Hoover National Historic 
Site occurs within three distinct zones. They are: the historic village 
environment, the Presidential Library (which is not under National Park 
Service jurisdiction), and the Hoover Graves. Landscape and ground cover 
within the park boundaries match generally that of the surrounding town 
and farmland, the farmland within park boundaries being put to agricultural 
use (primarily in corn) and that area within the town of West Branch 
planted with bluegrass and miscellaneous trees. An exception is the grave
site which is formally landscaped with rows of ~ar ious evergreens . 

The emphasis in development of the immediate core area surrounding the 
Hoover birthplace has been to recreate the atmosphere of Hoover's boyhood 
environment . Because many of the structures that once existed in the 
neighborhood no longer exist, it was believed that the sense of time and 
place could be more legitim_ately achieved by replacing them with similar, 
compatible resid·ences that fill in the scene, as opposed to reconstructions 
of original structures on the basis of limited information. The result 
is that the National Historic Site ' s historic core area now resembles a 
typical Iowa small town of the late 19th century and thus recaptures in 
atmosphere, if not in detail, the surroundings familiar to the boy Hoover . 

_ See substituted paragraph on Continuation Sheet page 10 
· e boundaries of the National Historic Site include lands_req~ire~

various-"'ti-ii.:.a.ctical or administrative purposes, including mo~ets 
and roads. Those _____ are not considered importa~ne historical -significance and are not inc in thi e-mi:1fat ion . This national 
register property includes the. ___ ~ ri ..,.,"'-'-'= area or neighborhood surround-
ing the Hoover birth he graves of Presiden',_~- Mrs. Hoover with 
their imme · environment, the Presidential Library and i nds , 
=.l--r.1'11e~ Miles Farm, which dominates the skyline over the core area 
was an important visual feature during Hoover ' s time in the area. 

Historic structures serving to recreate the childhood envi ronment of 
Herbert Hoover are as follow: 

HS - 1 Hoover Birthplace Cottage. A one - story two- room cottage of board
and- batten construction, 14 1 x 20 ~,with front door facing South Downey 
Street . Built in 1871, the structure was relocated in 1890. In 1938, 
the structure was returned to its original site and restored to its 
appearance of the 1870- 75 period of occupancy with two rooms, lean- to 
shed and covered porch. Exterior is simulated whitewash and structure is 
in excellent condition. 

HS- 2 P.T. Smith House. A two - story frame structure, 2l ' x 39. ,with clapboard 
siding and asphalt-shingled roof. It is located on the- southeast corner 
of Downey and Cedar Streets. Built in 1874, the main body of structure 
is painted with period Munsell lOGY G/2 tint and trim is Munsell 5Y 8.5/2. I 
(See Continuation Sheet, Page 1) 
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During the Hoover period of the l880s, the structure had different porch 
columns, pilasters and front door as well as a north elevation bay- 
entrance. The back porch was different as well as chimney location. 
Shutters covered some windows and metal covered the roof. It is in 
deteriorated condition and vacant.

HS-3 Quaker Meetinghouse. A one-story frame structure, 60'x 46*,with 
restoration to the l880 period complete. Built in 1856, it contains a
large porch on north elevation as well as "cry room" with a privy. One
main room on the first floor, 30'x 50', served as partitionable place of 
worship (meeting) and business sessions. Interior furnishings are not 
original to structure but were transferred from the Hickory Grove Meeting
house. The building occupies a position held by a private residence in 
the historic period. During the Hoover boyhood, the Meetinghouse was 
located near the Juncture of Downey and Gi^een Streets. It is painted 
titanium oxide white on the exterior. Historically it was lead-oxide 
white. Structure is in excellent condition and open to visitors.

HS-4 Hannah Varney House. A two-story frame house, 26'x 28|(,built in 1899- 
The structure was moved from its original location on Lot 83c to Lot 8Tb 
in 1967 to provide a non-intrusive setting for the Birthplace cottage.
In 1900 the house had a different porch railing, a back stoop and a 
scuttle. House is painted beige pink with white trim. Wood shingle roof 
was restored to structure. It faces on Downey street and is in good 
condition. It is occupied as quarters.

HS-5 Dr. Leech House. A two-story frame structure, 24'x 40^>built in 
1920. The house's architecture is not in disharmony with the historic 
scene. It is located on the south T4 feet of Lot 87a and fronts on Downey 
Street. During the historic period this location was partially occupied 
by the demolished Satterthwait house. HS-5's historic and contemporary 
appearances are almost non-divergent. The house is painted Munsell tint 
5Y 7/1 rather that its 1920 titanium white to reduce disharmony with the 
primary historic scene. Structureidsf^in excellent condition and occupied 
as quarters.
HS-6 Laban Miles House. A two-story frame structure, 29*x 51*>built during 
the period I869-I872. The house is painted sienna with reddish brown trim 
and has a wood shingle roof. The exterior appearance of the already 
partially restored house differs little from the historic period with the 
exception of the east elevation where contemporary doors will be obliterated, 
The house is in fair condition and vacant. It is undergoing renovation 
to make it usable as quarters.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 2)
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During the Hoover period of the 1880s, the structure had different porch 
columns, pilasters and front door as well as a north elevation bay 
entrance. The back porch was different as well as chimney location. 
Shutters covered some windows and metal covered the roof. It is in 
deteriorated condition and vacant. 

HS - 3 Quaker Meetinghouse . A one- story frame structure, 60'x 46i ,with 
restoration to the 1880 period complete. Built in 1856, it contains a 
large porch on north elevation as well as "cry room" with a privy . One 
main room on the first floor, 30 ' x 50~ served as partitionable place of 
worship (meeting) and business sessions. Interior furnishings are not 
original to structure but were transferred from the Hickory Grove Meeting 
house. The building occupies a position held by a private residence in 
the historic period. During the Hoover boyhood, the Meetinghouse was 
located near the juncture of Downey and G~een Streets . It is painted 
titanium oxide white on the exterior. Historically it was lead- oxide 
white. Structure is in excellent condition and open to visitors. 

HS - 4 Hannah Varney House. A two - story frame house, 26'x 28i ,built in 1899. 
The structure was moved from its original location on Lot 83c to Lot 87b 
in 1967 to provide a non- int~usive setting for the Birthplace cottage. 
In 1900 the house had a different porch railing, a b a ck stoop and a 
scuttle . House is painted beige pink with white trim. Wood shingle roof 
was restored to structure . It faces on Downey street and is in good 
condition. It is occupied as quarters . 

HS - 5 Dr . Leech House . A two - story frame struc~ure, 24'x 40~,built in 
1920 . The house's architecture is not in disharmony with the historic 
scene. It is located on the south 74 feet of Lot 87a and fronts on Downey 
Street. During the historic period this location was partially occupied 
by the demolished Satterthwait house . HS-5's historic and contemporary 
appearances are almost non - divergent . The house is painted Munsell tint 
5Y 7/1 rather that its 1920 titanium white to reduce disharmony with the 
primary historic scene. StructureOist ±n excellent condition and occupied 
as quarters. 

HS - 6 Laban Miles House . A two - story frame structure, 29'x 51~, built during 
the period 1 669- 1872, The house is painted sienna with reddish brown trim 
and has a wood shingle roof. The exterior appearance of the already 
partially restored house differs little from the historic period with the 
exception of the east elevation where contemporary doors will be obliterated. 
The house is in fair condition and vacant. It is undergoing renovation 
to make it usable as quarters . 

( See Continuatio n Sheet, Pag e 2 ) 



Form No. 1f)-300a 
(Aev. 10-74)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF fflSTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVED SEP 2 9 1976

DATE ENTERED ^ 1

CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 PAGE 2

HS-T Amanda Garvin House. A two-story frame house, 23'x 32^,built in the 
period 18T1-T4, on Lot 6. This house exterior differs little from its pre- 
1905 appearance except for asphalt shingles on the roof, later hack porch 
addition and the auto garage attached to a shed associated with the I9OO 
period. Main body color is 2.5Y 9/4 tint, with 2.^1 6/4 trim. House is 
in deteriorated condition with major structural repairs required. It is 
vacant and unusable as quarters without renovation.

HS-8 C.E. Smith House. A two-story frame house, 33* x 26', built in 1903. 
This house was relocated in I969 from its original position south of the 
P.T. Smith house to Lots 8' and 9j fronting on Downey Street. Not contem
porary with Hoover boyhood, the house was relocated to support the concept 
of a vintage historic scene in the vicinity of cottage. It is little 
different from its pre-1915 appearance with the exception of the missing 
pergola outside the kitchen entrance and the approach to kitchen door. Its 
wood shingle roof and period paint hues have been restored. It is in good 
condition but needs interior renovation to make it fit for quarters.

HS-9 James Staples House. A two-story frame structure, 45'x 34', built in 
the early l870s (precise date unknown). Contributing to the historic 
scene and fronting on Poplar Street, only the main section of the house ■ 
is contemporaneous with the Hoover boyhood period. A two-story ell, about 
18 feet square, was added to the north elevation in 1912. The house will 
be modified to more accurately depict its pre-1915 appearance by recon
struction of the 1870 period front door, doorway, stoop and stairs and 
replacement of east elevation shutters. The foundation stones of the 
south and east elevations will be exposed and the present asphalt roofing 
replaced with wood shingles. Paint hues of Munsell 2.5Y 8/4 and 5G 3/4 
have been restored to home. The house is in fair condition and occupied 
as quarters.
HS-10 E.S. Hayhurst House. A two-story frame structure, 40' x 30' (without
attached gargge), whose north wing was constructed in the early 187OS 
(precise date unknown). Restoration plans will remove accretions post
dating 1910 including (a) removal of.patio porch and restoration of 
original porches (b) removal of picture window on south elevation, and, 
(c) replacement of overhead garage doors with hinged type. Period wood 
shingling has been restored to home as well as 187O period paint hues of 
Munsell 51 7/l> This house fronting Poplar Street is maintained to 
provide historic mood and backdrop for visitors. It is in excellent 
condition land occupied as quarters.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 3)
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HS-7 Amanda Garvin House. A two - story frame house, 23' x 32- ,built in the 
period 1871- 74, on Lot 6. This house exterior differs little from its p~e-
1905 appearance except for asphalt shingles on the roof, later hack porch 
addition and the auto garage attached to a shed associated with the 1900 
period. Main body color is 2.5Y 9/4 tint , with 2,5Y 6/4 trim . House is 
in deteriorated condition with major structural repairs required . It is 
vacant and unusable as quarters without renovation. 

HS-8 C. E. Smith House. A two-story frame house, 33 1 x 26\ built in 1903. 
This house was relocated in 1969 from its original position south of the 
P.T. Smith house to Lots a· and 9, fronting on Downey Street . Not contem
porary with Hoover boyhood, the house was relocated to support the concept 
of a vintage historic scene in the vicinity of cottage. It is little 
different from its pre-1915 appearance with the exception of the missing 
pergola outside the kitchen entrance and the approach to kitchen door . Its 
wood shingle roof and period paint hues have been restored . It is in good 
condition but needa interior renovation to make it fit for quarters. 

HS - 9 James Staples House. A two-story frame structure, 45 ' x 3~, built in 
the early 1870s (precise date unknown). Contributing to the historic 
scene and fronting on Poplar Street, only the main section of the house · 
is contemporaneous with the Hoover boyhood period. A two-story e l l, about 
18 feet square, was added to the north elevation in 1912. The house will 
be modified to more accurately depict its pre- 1915 appearance by recon
struction of the 1870 period front door, doorway, stoop and stairs and 
replacement of east elevation shutters . The foundation stones of the 
south and east elevations will be exposed and ·the present asphalt roofing 
replaced with wood shingles . Paint hues of Munsell 2 . 5Y 8/4 and 5G 3/4 
have been restored to home. The house is in fair condition and occupied 
as quarters. 

HS- 10 E.S. Hayhurst House. A two - story frame structure, 40' x 30' (without 
attached garg ge), whose north wing was constructed in the early 1870s 
(precise date unknown). Restoration plans will remove accretions post 
dating 1910 including (a) removal of .. patio porch and restoration of 
original porches (b) removal of picture window on south elevation, and, 
(c) replacement of overhead garage doors with hinged type. Period wood 
shingling has been restored to home as well as 1870 period paint hues of 
Munsell 5Y 7/1. This house fronting Poplar Street is maintained to 
provide historic mood and backdrop for visitors. It is in excellent 
condition , and occupied as quarters. 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 3) 
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HS-11 Isaac Miles Farmhouse. A two-story 
in the late iSjOs (precise date unknown), 
structure circa l880 will be recovered by 
elevation bay (b) the removal of materials 
demolition of the north elevation chimney 

.and, (e) repainting entire structure lead 
instead of present titanium oxide white, 
and occupied as quarters.

frame structure, 36'x 28', built 
The external appearance of the 

(a) reconstruction of the east 
enclosing front porch (c)

(d) reroofing with cedar shingles, 
oxide white (Munsell 51 9/l)
The house is in good condition

HS-12 Isaac Miles Barn. This three-level structure, 36'x 32', was built 
in the late 18T0s. Restoration to its appearance of l880 will include 
(a) replacement of east elevation first level doors, and, (b) replacement 
and repair of lightning rods. Exterior finish has been restored to red 
and white. The barn serves as storage while the hayloft houses the park 
centralized TV antenna. It is in good condition with some interior 
strengthening required and serves to enhance historic scene.

HS-13 Isaac Miles Corncrib. This rough plain wooden structure, 36* x 8', was 
not associated with the Hoover boyhood and was constructed in 19^0. Its »- 
exterior appearance, except for the addition of a coat of russet paint, 
is similar to structures used for the same purpose in the Hoover period 
and it is roofed with wooden shingles and in good condition.

HS-14 Isaac Miles Garage. This frame structure, 10' x 19'» is an auto 
garage apparently of the 1925-35 period. It is in fair condition, 
constucted of vertical-lap siding with wood shingle roof and painted white. 
It serves as a garage for the farmhouse occupant and is not in disharmony 
with the historic scene. Exterior painting similar to the barn would 
further insure harmony.
HS-15 Isaac Miles Shed. This wood frame, one-level structure, 12' x 20', 
is constructed of vertical-lap siding, roofed with wood shingles and 
painted white. It is apparently of 20th century vintage, served as a 
woodshed and today functions as storage space for farmhouse occupant. 
Painted barn red, it would not be in disharmony with historic scene.

HS-16 Hoover Blacksmith Shop Replica. This one-story two-room frame 
structure, 36'x 30', built in 195T» serves as a replica of the Jesse 
Hoover Blacksmith Shop of the 18t4-18T9 period. It is built of period 
materials and loosely resembles the original which is programmed for 
eventual reconstruction by the Park Service. The replica is inaccurately 
located. When the reconstruction is accomplished the replica may have 
utility as period-like storage building placed in another section of 
the Park to contribute to the historic mood. It is in otherwise excellent 
condition.
(See Continuation Sheet, Page 4)
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HS- 11 Isaac Miles Farmhouse. A two- story frame structure , 36 1 x 28~ built 
in the late 1870s (precise date unknown). The external appearance of the 
structure circa 1 880 will be recovered by (a) reconstruction of the east 
elevation bay (b) the removal of materials enclosing front porch (c) 
demolition of the north elevation chimney (d) reroofing with cedar shingles , 

. and, (e) repainting entire structure lead oxide white (Munsell 5Y 9/1) 
instead of present titanium oxide white. The house is in good condition 
and occupied as quarters. 

HS- 12 Isaac Miles Barn . This three- level structure , 36'x 32, was built 
in the late 1870s . Restoration to its appearance of 1 880 will i nclude 
(a) replacement of east elevation first level doors , and, (b) replacement 
and repair of lightning rods. Exterior finish has been restored to red 
and white . The barn serves as storage while the hayloft houses the park 
centralized TV antenna . It is i n good condition with some interior 
strengthening required and serves to enhance historic scene . 

HS- 13 Isaac Miles Corncrib . This rough plain wooden structure, 36' x 8', was 
not associated with the Hoover boyhood and was const r ucted in 1940. Its ~ 
exterior appearance , except for the addition of a coat of russet paint, 
is simil ar to structures used for the same purpose in the Hoover per i od 
and it is roofed with wooden shi ngles and in good condition. 

HS- 14 Isaac Miles Garage . This frame structure , 1 0' x it, is an auto 
garage apparently of the 1 925-35 period. It is in fair condition, 
constucted of vertical- lap siding with wood shingle roof and painted white . 
It serves as a garage for the farmhouse occupant and is not in disharmony 
with the historic scene . Exterior painting similar to the barn would 
further i nsure harmony . 

HS - 15 Isaac Miles Shed. This wood frame, one- level structure , 1~ x 2d, 
is constructed of vertical-lap siding, roofed with wood shingles and 
painted white. It is apparently of 20th century vintage , served as a 
woodshed and today functions as storage space for farmhouse occupant . 
Painted barn red , it woul d not be in disharmony with historic scene . 

HS - 16 Hoover Blacksmith Shop Replica. This one- story two - room frame 
structure , 36 ' x 30~ buil t in 1957, serves as a replica of the Jesse 
Hoover Blacksmi th Shop of the 1874- 1879 per i od. It is built of period 
materials and loosely resembles the original which is programmed for 
eventual reconstruction by the Park Servi ce . The replica is inaccurately 
located. When the reconstruction i s accomplished the replica may have 
utility as period-like storage building placed in another section of 
the Park to contribute to the historic mood . It is in otherwise excellent 
condition. 
(See Continuation Sheet , Pag e 4) 
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HS-IT First West Branch Schoolhouse. This single-story frame structure, 
26'x l8', was constructed in I853. It is not on its original site hut 
occupies a position in the Park, on Lots 29 and 30 where a private home 
stood in the Hoover boyhood period. Hoover may have attended primary 
classes in this structure. Service restoration plans call for recovery 
of 1853-TT appearance by (a) relocation of certain windows (b) relocation 
of entrance door to south elevation (c) repair and replacement of siding 
(d) installation of wood shingle roof and complete interior restoration 
as an exhibit of a functional classroom of the period. Building is in 
good condition with restoration in progress.

HS-I8 David Mackey House. A two-story wood frame structure, 18' x 34', 
built in the period I869-I8TI. It fronts on Poplar Street and contributes 
to the historic setting of the birthplace cottage. To restore its 
appearance to the 1874-86 period the (a) concrete block porch will be 
removed (b) the carport will be removed, and, (c) the front and south 
facades of the structure restored. The house is painted Munsell tint 
10 GY7/2 and duplicates period paint hue. Home is in good condition and 
occupied as quarters.

HS-19 William Wright House. This two-story wood frame structure, 35* x 2?, 
was built about 18t4. To restore its exterior appearance to the pre-1905 
era it will be necessary to (a) restore the front porch and front door 
(b) demolish and remove back room built by the Pennocks, and, (c) reshingle 
with wood shingles. The house reinforces the historic scene. Present 
garage will be demolished. House is painted Munsell 5Y 7/l tint with 
2.5 B6 4/4 trim as in historic period. House is in fair condition and 
occupied as quarters.

HS-20 Isaac Miles Windmill. This metal structure, 45 feet high with three 
supporting legs 12 feet apart, was installed in the early 20th century to 
pump water from a well. Manufactured by the Iowa Windmill and Pump Company 
of Cedar Rapids, it is complete, operable and in fair condition. Although 
post-dating the Hoover period it lends character to the historic scene and 
is similar to historic period windmill/pumps in design.

HS-21 Historic Roads and Alleys. These streets, as they lie within the 
park, are: (l) Downey Street from it juncture with Wetherell Street on the 
north to its juncture with Parkside Drive on the south (2) Cedar Street 
from its juncture with Downey Street east to its juncture with Parkside 
Drive (3) Penn Street from its juncture with Downey Street west to its 
juncture with Poplar Street (4) Poplar Street from its juncture with Penn

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 5)
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HS - 17 First West Branch Schoolhouse. This single- s t ory frame structure , 
26 ' x 18~ was constructed in 1853 . It is not on its original site but 
occupies a position in the Park on Lots 29 and 30 where a private home 
stood in the Hoover boyhood period . Hoover may have attended primary 
classes in this structure . Service restoration plans call for recovery 
of 1853- 77 appearance by (a) relocation of certain windows (b) relocation 
of entrance door to south elevation (c) repair and replacement of siding 
(d) installation of wood shingle roof and complete i nterior restoration 
as an exhibit of a functional classroom of the period . Building is in 
good condition wi th restoration in progress . 

HS - 18 Davi d Mackey House. A two- story wood frame structure, l& x 3~, 
built in the period 1869- 1871 . It fronts on Poplar Street and contributes 
to the historic setting of the birthplace cot tage . To restore its 
appearance to the 1874- 86 period the (a) concrete block porch will be 
removed (b) the carport will be removed, and , (c) the front and south 
facades of the structure restored . The house is painted Munsell tint 
10 GY7/2 and duplicates period paint hue . Home is in good condition and 
occupied as quarters . 

HS- 19 William Wright House . This two- story wood frame structure , 31 x 21, 
was built about 1874 . To restore its exter i or appearance to the pre- 1905 
era it will be necessary to (a) restore the front porch and front door 
(b) demolish and remove back room bui lt by the Pennocks , and , (c) reshingle 
with wood shingles. The house reinforces the histor ic scene. Present 
garage will be demolished. House i s painted Munsel l 5Y 7/1 tint with 
2 . 5 B6 4/4 trim as in historic period. House is in fair condition and 
occupied as quarters. 

HS- 20 Isaac Miles Windmill. This metal structure, 45 feet high with three 
supporting legs 12 feet apart, was installed in the early 20th century to 
pump water from a well . Manufactured by the Iowa Windmill and Pump Company 
of Cedar Rapids, it is complete, operable and i n fair condition . Although 
post- dating the Hoover period it lends character to the histor i c scene and 
is similar to historic period windmill/pumps in design . 

HS - 21 Historic Roads and Alleys . These s t reets, as they lie within the 
park, are : (1) Downey Street from it juncture with Wetherell Street on the 
north to its juncture with Parkside Drive on the south (2) Cedar Street 
from its juncture with Downey Street east to its juncture with Parkside 
Drive (3) Penn Street from its juncture with Downey Street west to its 
juncture with Poplar Street (4) Poplar Street from its juncture with Penn 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 5) 
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Street to its juncture with Wetherell Street. These streets historically 
were unpaved with virtually no vegetative cover and dusty and barren in 
the summer except for weeds. They were mud much of the time in the 
spring and fall. At present the roads are "improved" with a mixture of 
gravel and clay and covered lightly with soil. All are planted in blue 
grass cover. Downey Street has recreated strips of wear, "wagon tracks", 
running from Wetherell Street south to a juncture with the Library 
entrance drive. Penn Street would appear to be close to its historic 
appearance. Downey Street is also crossed by the Library Drive and two 
boardwalks that were not known historically.

HS-22 Laban Miles Horse Barn Site. This barn, which no longer exists, 
was a one-story frame structure with a loft, erected adjacent to the 
Laban Miles home (HS-6) on the southeast corner of the property by Dr.
L.J. Leech. It was painted red and trimmed in white and four bay horses 
were kept in the barn.

HS-23 Hoover Cottage Privy. This structure is located in the northwest 
corner of the Hoover Cottage yard. Reconstructed in 19T^> it is 5' x^5' 
with board-and-batten walls painted white and a wood shingle roof. Inside 
is an electric transformer. It is in excellent condition.

HS-24 Hoover Cottage Chickenhouse. This structure is located in the 
west section of the Hoover Cottage yard. It is l4' x 10' with white
board-and-batten walls and a shallow wood shingle shed roof, 
reconstructed in 1975. It is in excellent condition.

It was

HS-25 Second Hoover House Site. This site was once the location of a 
two-story frame house built between l868 and 18T0 and occupied by the 
Hoover family from l879 to 1884. The house was razed in 1923. It is 
currently proposed to be designated with an interpretive marker.

HS-26 Downey Street Bridge Site. The South Downey Street bridge, located 
about eighty feet from the Birthplace Cottage, was an important part of 
the historic scene and remembered clearly by Tad Hoover. During the 
historic period the bridge consisted of a wooden vehicular bridge with a 
separate foot bridge alongside, but downstream about fifteen feet. The 
walkway consisted of 2 x 6's spiked to three 3 x 12 stringers. The 
railings were 2 x 4's with 1x6 caps. The present bridge is of concrete 
and built in 1917 and will be demolished.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 6)
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Street to its juncture with Wethere21 Street . These streets historically 
were unpaved with virtually no vegetative cover and dusty and barren in 
the summer except for weeds . They were mud much of the time in the 
spring and fall. At present the roads are " improved" with a mi xture of 
gravel and clay and covered lightly with soil. All are planted in blue 
grass cover. Downey Street has recreated strips of wear, "wagon tracks ", 
running from Wetherell Street south to a juncture with the Library 
entrance drive . Penn Street would appear to be close to its historic 
appearance . Downey Street i~ also crossed by the Library Drive and two 
boardwalks that were not known historically. 

HS - 22 Laban Miles Horse Barn Site . Thi s barn , which no longer e xists , 
was a one - story frame structure with a loft, erected adjacent to the 
Laban Miles home (HS - 6) on the southeast corner of the property by Dr. 
L.J. Leech . It was pai nted red and trimmed i n white and four bay horses 
were kept in the barn . 

HS- 23 Hoover Cottage Privy. This structure is located in the northwest 
corner of the Hoover Cottage yard. Reconstructed in 1974, it is 5 ' x . 5 ' 
with board-and- batten walls painted white and a wood shingle roof . Inside 
is an electric transformer . It is in e x cellent condition. 

HS - 24 Hoover Cottage Chickenhouse . This structure is located in the 
west section of t he Hoover Cottage yard . It is 14 ' x 10 ' with white 
board- and- batten walls and a shall ow wood shingle shed roof. I t was 
reconstructed in 1975 . It is in excel lent condition. 

HS- 25 Second Hoover House Site. This site was once the location of a 
two- story frame house built between 1868 and 1870 and occupied by the 
Hoover family from 1879 to 1884 . The house was razed in 1923 . It is 
currently proposed to be designated with an interpretive marker. 

HS - 26 Downey Street Bridge Site. The South Downey Street bridge , located 
about eighty feet from the Birthplace Cottage, was an important part of 
the historic scene and remembered clearly by Tad Hoover. During the 
historic period the bridge consisted of a wooden vehicular bridge with a 
separate foot bridge alongside , but downstream about fifteen feet . Th e 
walkway cons isted of 2 x 6 1 s spiked to three 3 x 12 stringers. The 
railings were 2 x 4 1 s with 1 x 6 caps . The present bridge is of concrete 
and built in 1917 and will be demol i shed . 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 6) 
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HS-2T Hoover Cottage Gardens and Orchard Site. The flower gardens of 
Huldah Hoover were located in small beds in front of the home and at the 
sides. In addition, the front walkway was lined with portulaca and the 
flower beds were lined with clamshells. Contemporaries recalled phlox, 
sweet william, columbine, petunias, balsam and verbenas with dark red 
tulips earlier in the season. Peonies and lilacs were recalled at the 
front and sides of the cottage. Tad Hoover also recalled marigolds, snap 
ftragons, tiger-lilies and pansies. Tad Hoover recalled a vegetable garden 
in lot 43 and the unpublished Lou Henry Hoover collection "Memories of a 
Little House" indicate archtypical produce of the period.

HS-28 Amanda Garvin Cottage Shed and Garage. This frame structure, l6’x 8*, 
was built about 1899* It appears as it did before the turn of the century, 
except for the addition of a gscrage about 19^3. The Historic Structures 
report recommends the preservation of the shed with adaptive use and 
removal of the 194-3 garage addition. It is in fair condition.

HS-29 Port Scellers Stock Barn. This two-story frame structure, 21' x 26' 
(without attached carport), was built by Port Scellers sometime during 
the 1890s. It was extant in 1909 when a panorama of West Branch was made 
and served as a horse barn. The Stock Barn shows evidence of being con
structed of materials once used in another structure. The barn was 
repaired and the interior altered during the early 1950s and modern type 
garage doors replaced the swinging doors on the north elevation. More 
recently, a carport was added to the east elevation and a door cut into 
the east elevation at the south corner. There is no evidence to indicate 
when the small storage shed attached to the west elevation was added. The 
building adds to the historic scene and has much utility in;,adaptive use 
as a storage building for modern vehicles and equipment of park residents. 
When other storage barns are rebuilt, the carport shojild be removed. The 
building is in good condition and painted russet. The 1909 photograph 
Indicates it to be a light color. Its asphalt shingles should be wood.

HS-30 Hoover Birthplace Cottage Well and Pump. The Historic Structures 
Report identifies the site of the well and pump that served the cottage.
The well continued in use during the occupancy of the cottage (subsequent 
to its 1890 relocation) by Port Scellers. During the Hoover period the 
pump was a wooden one and likely affixed to a wooden well cover. The 
park has located a replica of a rubber bucket pump made of wood in the 
location, attached to an appropriate recreation of a well cover. The well 
is dry. Restoration of the well and pump would include the reconstruction 
of an appropriate wooden working pump and slight redeepening of the well 
to yield water.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 7)

Form No. 1,P-300a 
(Hev.· 10-74) 

UN ITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF lllSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER 7 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

.RECEIVED SEP 2 9 1976 
-~-~ s:-//)1 

DATE ENTERED 

PAGE 6 

HS - 27 Hoover Cottage Gardens and Orchard Site. The flower gardens of 
Huldah Hoover were located in small beds in front of the home and at the 
sides. In addition, the front walkway was lined with portulaca and the 
flower beds were lined with clamshells . Contemporaries recalled phlox , 
sweet william, columbine, petunias, balsam and verbenas with dark red 
tulips earlier in the season. Peonies and lilacs were recalled at the 
front and sides of the cottage . Tad Hoover also recalled marigolds , snap 
~ragons, tiger- lilies and pansies . Tad Hoover recalled a vegetable garden 
in lot 43 and the unpublished Lou Henry Hoover collection "Memories of a 
Little House " indicate archtypical produce of the period . 

HS - 28 Amanda Garvin Cottage Shed and Garage. This frame structure , 16 1 x 8\ 
was built about 1899. It appears as it did before the turn of the century , 
except for the addition of a g g rage about 1943. The Historic Structures 
report recommends the preservation of the shed with adaptive use and 
removal of the 1943 garage addition . It is in fair condition. 

HS-29 Port Scellers Stock Barn . This two - story frame structure, 21' x 261 

(without attached carport), was built by Port Scellers sometime during 
the 1890s. It was extant in 1909 when a panorama of West Branch was made 
and served as a horse barn. The Stock Barn shows evidence of being con
structed of materials once used in another structure . The barn was 
repaired and the interior altered during the early 1950s and modern type 
garage doors replaced the swinging doors on the north elevation. More 
recently, a carport was added to the east elevation and a door cut into 
the east elevation at the south corner. There is no evidence to indicate 
when the small storage shed attached to the west elevation was added. The 
building adds to the historic scene and has much utility in,.adaptive use 
as a storage building for modern vehicles and eq~ipment of park residents. 
When other storage barns are rebuilt, the carport shoµld be removed. The 
building is in good condition and painted russet. The 1909 photograph 
indicates it to be a light color. Its asphalt shingles should be wood. 

HS - 30 Hoover Birthplace Cottage Well and Pump . The Historic Structures 
Report identifies the site of the well and pump that served the cottage. 
The well continued in use during the occupancy of the cottage (subsequent 
to its 1890 relocation) by Port Scellers . During the Hoover period the 
pump was a wooden one and likely affixed to a wooden well cover. The 
park has located a replica of a rubber bucket pump made of wood in the 
location, attached to an appropriate recreation of a well cover. The well 
is dry . Restoration of the well and pump would include the reconstruction 
of an appropriate wooden working pump and slight redeepening of the well 
to yield water. 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 7) 
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HS-31 Garvin Cottage Well and Pump. The Historic Structures Report 
identifies the site of the cottage well and iron pump used from the 
earliest days of the structure at the southeast corner of the cottage.
The pump is identified as iron. The Park has located a period iron pump 
and wooden well cover at the site of the well which still yields water 
and the historic structure in toto (except for the missing foot valve) 
has been restored.

HS-32 Laban Miles House Well, Cistern, and Pumps. At the turn of the 
century, the cistern, well and pumps were located immediately southeast 
of the kitchen door of the house. The pump for the well was iron and the 
cistern pump was wood. The well and cistern are now dry. A replica 
wooden well cover has been placed over the well. Restoration should 
include the addition of appropriate period iron and wooden pumps.

HS-33 Birthplace Cottage Fence and Gates. Fencing at the cottage is 
picket on the east and north boundaries of lots ^2, and 43. One
pedestrian gate is adjacent to the front door of the cottage on Downey 
Street and another pedestrian gate is located at a point in the Penn 
Street fence adjacent to the Blacksmith Shop. Another gate, sufficiently 
large to permit passage of a vehicle, is located in the Penn Street fence 
adjacent to the back yard of the cottage. A closed vertical board fence 
encloses the Hoover yard on the west and south sides. The park has 
reconstructed these fences after research of contemporary styles and modes 
in use in the east Iowa area. The reconstruction is painted titanium 
white to simulate whitewash and only approximates original lot lines. It 
is in excellent condition.

HS-34 James Staples House Fence and Gate Site. An 1878 photograph shows 
in detail the picket fence which enclosed the yard of the James Staples 
House during the Hoover period. It appears to have been whitewashed. An 
exact reconstruction is possible and would contribute to validity of the 
historic scene. It is the only fence in the core area buffer zone between 
the Birthplace Cottage and modern West Branch that can be reconstructed 
with absolute accuracy.

HS-35 William Wright House Garage. This one-story, frame building 
(24 *x 12*) was constructed by the Pennocks (in part) from a 19th century 
barn built by the first residents of the house. The barn was torn down 
in the 1920s. With relocation of the swinging barn doors on the west, 
the garage is serving as a garage for the resident. The building is in 
excellent condition, of lap vertical siding with a wood shingle roof.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 8)
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HS-31 Garvin Cottage Well and Pump. The Historic Structures Report 
identifies the site of the cottage well and iron pump used from the 
earliest days of the structure at the southeast corner of the cotta~e. 
The pump is identified as iron . The Park has located a period iron pump 
and wooden well cover at the site of the well which still yields water 
and the historic structure in toto (except for the missing foot valve) 
has been restored. 

HS - 32 Laban Miles House Well, Cistern, and Pumps. At the turn of the 
century, the cistern, well and pumps were located immediately southeast 
of the kitchen door of the house. The pump for the well was iron and the 
cistern pump was wood . The well and cistern are now dry. A replica 
wooden well cover has been placed over the well. Restoration should 
include the addition of appropriate period iron and wooden pumps. 

HS - 33 Birthplace Cottage Fence and Gates. Fencing at the cottage is 
picket on the east and north boundar i es of lots 41, 42, and 43 . One 
pedestrian gate is adjacent to the front door of the cottage on Downey 
Street and another pedestrian gate is located at a point in the Penn 
Street fence adjacent to the Blacksmith ShQp . Another gate, sufficiently 
large to permit passage of a vehicle~ is located in the Penn Street fence 
adjacent to the back yard of the cottage. A closed vertical board fence 
encloses the Hoover yard on the west and south sides . The park has 
reconstructed these fences after research of contemporary styles and modes 
in use in the east Iowa area. The reconstruction is painted titanium 
white to simulate whitewash and only approximates original lot lines. It 
is in excelilient condition. 

HS-34 James Staples House Fence and Gate Site . An 1878 photograph shows 
in detail the picket fence which enclosed the yard of the James Staples 
House during the Hoover period. It appears to have been whitewashed. An 
exact reconstruction is possible and would contribute to validity of the 
historic scene. It is the only fence in the core area buffer zone between 
the Birthplace Cottage and modern West Branch that can be reconstructed 
with absolute accuracy. 

HS- 35 William Wright House Garage. This one - story, frame building 
(24 1 x 12~ was constructed by the Pennocks (in part) from a 19th century 
barn built by the first residents of the house. The barn was torn down 
in the 1920s. With relocation of the swinging barn doors on the west, 
the garage is serving as a garage for the resident . The building is in 
excellent condition , of lap vertical siding with a wood shingle roof. 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 8) 
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HS-36 Laban Miles House Shed. This one-story frame structure, 12'x l8', 
was apparently extant in the mid-lSpOs and is the only surviving out
building from the late 19th century. According to a former resident of 
the Laban Miles House in the 1890s, this same building served as a large 
woodshed and the privy stood only a few inches from its south elevation.
It is in deteriorated condition with a sheet iron roof. Its historic 
color remains to be analyzed as well as age confirmation by historical 
architects.

HS-37 Historic Sidewalks. The Historic Structures Report identifies the 
location of boardwalks in the immediate environment of the Cottage and 
buffer zone as follows: By the autumn of 1884 sidewalks of two-inch
planking laid "crosswise" were completed between Main Street and the 
Wapsinonoc (four feet wide) on the east side of Downey Street. An 
ordinance stipulated that the east side walkway south of the creek be 
three feet wide (the distance this walkway ran south of the creek is not 
definitely known). The width of the walkway on the west side of Downey 
to just south of the Cottage was six feet. It is felt that sidewalks may 
have existed prior to 1900 on Penn and Poplar Streets but no evidence 
has yet been located to substantiate this belief. During the period 
1973 through the present the park has reconstructed board walkways in the 
locales known to have had walkways historically and have constructed others 
to facilitate visitor entrance and use. On those sites for which we have 
definite information the reconstruction conforms to the known historic 
appearance (the bearings are 4 x 8's rather than 4 x 4's and are anchored 
in concrete) with the exception of the Installation of four foot walkway 
south of the creek to facilitate visitor access to the Quaker Meetinghouse. 
(The historicity of that locale was somewhat compromised originally by 
the location of the Meetinghouse therein.)

HS-38 Methodist Church Street Lamp. During the historic period a 
kerosene street lamp was erected in front of the Methodist Church on 
Downey Street. The park has secured reconstruction of a copper replica 
lamp and post based on photo evidence and placed it in its historic locale. 
(The post was made in three sections and glued to make one tapered shaft.)

HS-39 Laban Miles House Carrigi;ge Block and Hitching Post Site. These 
items are detailed by photo evidence and precise description and remain 
the only grouping of these common items the service can restore with 
accuracy in the district.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 9)
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HS - 36 Laban Miles House Shed . This one- story frame structure, l2' x l~, 
was apparently extant in the mid- l890s and is the only surviving out 
building from the late 19th century. According to a former resident of 
the Laban Miles House in the l890s , this same buiJding served as a large 
woodshed and the privy stood only a few inches from its south elevation. 
It is in deteriorated condition with a sheet iron roof . Its historic 
color remains to be analyzed as well as age confirmation by historical 
architects . 

HS - 37 Historic Sidewalks. The Historic Structures Report identifies the 
location of boardwalks in the immediate environment of the Cottage and 
buffer zone as follows: By the ~utumn of 1884 sidewalks of two- inch 
planki ng laid " crosswise" were completed between Main Street and the 
Wapsinonoc (four feet wide) on the east side of Downey Street . An 
ordinance stipulated that the east side walkway south of the creek be 
three feet wide (the distance this walkway ran south of the creek is not 
definitely known). The width of the walkway on the west side of Downey 
to just south of the Cottage was six feet. It is felt that sidewalks may 
have existed prior to 1900 on Penn and Poplar Streets but no evidence 
has yet been located to substantiate this belief. During the period 
1973 through the present the park has reconstructed board walkways i n the 
locales known to have had walkways historically and have constructed others 
to facilitate visitor entrance and use. On those sites for which we have 
definite information the reconstruction conforms to the known historic 
appearance (the bearings are 4 x 8 1 s rather than 4 x 4 ' s and are anchored 
in concrete) with the exception of the installation of four foot walkway 
south of the creek to facilitate visitor access to the Quaker Meetinghouse. 
(The historicity of that locale was somewhat compromised originally by 
the location of the Meetinghouse therein.) 

HS - 38 Methodi st Church Street Lamp. During the historic period a 
kerosene street lamp was erected in front of the Methodist Church on 
Downey Street. The park has secured reconstruction of a copper replica 
lamp and post based on photo evidence and placed it in its historic locale . 
(The post was made in three sections and glued to make one tapered shaft.) 

HS - 39 Laban Miles House Carriage Block and Hitching Post Site. These 
items are detailed by photo evidence and precise description and remain 
the only grouping of these common items the service can restore with 
accuracy in the district . 

(See Continuation Sheet , Page 9) 
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HS-Uo Levi Forney House Site. In the historic period a frame home stood 
across Downey Street from the Hoover Cottage. The Forneys were the most 
immediate Hoover neighbors. Little is known about the Forneys (he was a 
tailor)nor the architecture of their home. The site of their home has 
no importance other than it was across the street from the Cottage. That 
historic presence is highly significant however in the representation of 
the immediate environment of the cottage. Reconstruction is not feasible 
since, to date, no accurate descriptive information is available. We are, 
however, postulating the preservation of this home site by the eventual 
location of a period home (when available) in the Forney home location.

HS-Ul Hoover Graves. The Hoover Grave area is formally landscaped with 
a semi-circular grouping of evergreens around the graves which are set 
on a hillside overlooking a broad meadow. The gravestones themselves 
(HS-4i) consist of two white marble blocks, 10'2" x 4'6" x 1', atop a
polished black granite base, 
condition.

X 4*4" X 6". They are in excellent

Miscellaneous historic structures include the following:

HS-42 Statue of Isis. A bronze statue of the Egyptian goddess Isis, 
measuring 4'6" x 3'8" x T'6" high, on a poured concrete base, measuring 
5'6" x'T*4" X 3'6" high. It was created by A. Puttemans, cast in Brussels, 
Belgium, and given by the Belgian people in memory of the war relief work 
conducted by President Hoover. It is in excellent condition.

HS-43 Iowa Award Plaques. Two b"ronze lozenge-shaped plaques, measuring 
X 9” X h"i on a pink granite base, measuring 2'0" x 1*3" x 7" (rear)

X 3" (front), commemorating the Iowa Award presented by the state of 
Iowa to her famous son. They are in excellent condition and have been 
moved from the Birthplace Cottage yard.

HS-44 D.A.E. Monument. A bronze plaque, measuring 1'8" x 1'3" x , 
attached to a red granite rock, commemorating the birthplace of Herbert 
Hoover. It is in excellent condition, having been moved from the yard 
of the Birthplace Cottage.

Hon-historic structures include the Caretaker's House (1938), Storage 
Shed (1920s), Comfort Station (1953), Boy Scout Picnic Shelter (1953),
East Picnic Shelter (1953), Miles Farm Machine Shed (l94o). Miles Farm 
Chicken House (l94o), Gravesite Guard House (1945), Gazebo (19T4), and 
Footbridge.

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 10)
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HS - 40 Levi Forney House Site. In the histor i c period a frame home stood 
across Downey Street from the Hoover Cottage . The Forneys were the most 
immedi ate Hoover neighbors. Little is known about the Forneys (he was a 
tailor)nor the archi tecture of their home. The site of thei r home has 
no import~nce other than it was ac r oss the street from the Cottage . That 
historic presence is highly significant however in the representat ion of 
the immediat e environment of the cottage. Reconstruction is not feasible 
since , to date , no accurate descriptive information is available . We are , 
however , postulating the preservation of this home site by the eventual 
location of a per i od home (when avai l able) in the Forney home location . 

HS - 41 Hoover Graves. The Hoov er Grave area is formally landscaped with 
a semi - circular grouping of evergreens around the graves which are set 
on a hillside overl ooking a broad meadow. The gravestones themselves 
(HS - 41) consist of two white marble block s , 10 ' 2 " x 4 1 6" x 1 1

, atop a 
polished black granite base, 1 0 ' x 4 1 4" x 6 11

• They are in excellent 
condition. 

Miscel laneous historic structures i nclude the following: 

HS- 42 Statue of Is i s. A bronze statue of the Egyptian goddess Isis, 
measuring 4 1 6 11 x 3 ' 8" x 7 ' 6 " h i gh, on a poured concrete base , measuring 
5 1 6 11 x ·7 1 4" x 3 ' 6" high. It was created by A. Puttemans , cast in Brussels, 
Belgium, and given by the Belgian people in memory of t he war re l ief work 
conducted by President Hoover . It is in excellent condition . 

HS- 43 Iowa Award Plaques . Two bronze lozenge- shaped plaques , measuring 
9½" x 9 " x ½", on a pink granite base , measuring 2 ' 0 " x 1 ' 3" x 7" (rear) 
x 3" (front), commemorating the Iowa Award presented by the state of 
Iowa to her famous son. They are in excellent condition and have been 
moved from the Birt hplace Cottage yard. 

HS - 44 D.A . R. Monument . A bronze plaque , measuring 1 1 8 11 x 1 ' 3" x ½", 
attached to a red granite rock , commemorating the birthplace of Herbert 
Hoover. It is in excellent condition , having been moved from the yard 
of the Birthplace Cottage . 

Non- historic structures include the Caretaker ' s House (1938) , Storage 
Shed (1920s), Comfort Station (1953), Boy Scout Picnic Shelter (1953) , 
East P i cnic Shelter (1953) , Miles Farm Machine Shed (1940) , Miles Farm 
Chi cken House (1940) , Gravesite Guard House (1945), Gazebo (1974) , and 
Footbridge . 

(See Continuation Sheet , Page 10) 
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The Herbert Hoover Library, which is administered by the National Archives 
and Records Service of the General Services Administration, was dedicated 
August 10, 1962 and added to in 1964. It is a one-story limestone build
ing designed in a modified Colonial Revival. It includes exhibit galleries, 
stack areas, a 200-seat auditorium, a library room, a research room, 
office and work areas, and a photographic area. The library's collection 
includes virtually all original manuscripts, film materials, and books by 
and about Herbert Hoover, with the exception of his "War and Peace" 
manuscripts which are housed at Stanford University. Besides these docu
ments, there are numerous mementoes, diplomas, and gifts received by 
Hoover during his lengthy career.

To be substituted for third paragraph Item 7:

As the accompji^ying maps indicate, the boundaries of the National Historic 
Site Include lands acquired for administrative purposes that are not 
historically important and do not contribute to the qualities that account 
for the site's significance or whose historical Integrity has been wholly 
compromised. These Include lands to the east and north acquired for 
visitor facilities, unrelated government office space, and open space 
accessible to visitors, and a new road built to free a historic street 
from visitor traffic^; and a large land buffer to the south and west 
significantly removed from the birthplace neighborhood acquired to preclude 
intrusive developments. Lands possessing National Register qualities Include 
the historic core area or neighborhood surrounding the Hoover birthplace, 
the graves of President and Mrs. Hoover with their immediate environment, 
the Presidential Library and its grounds, and the Miles Farm, which dominates 
the skyline over the core area and was an important visual feature during 
Hoover's time in the area.
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The Herbert Hoover Library , which is administered by the National Archives 
and Records Service of the General Services Administration, was dedicated 
August 10, 1962 and added to in 1964 . It is a one- story limestone build
ing designed in a modified Colonial Revival . It includes exhibit galleries, 
stack areas, a 200- seat auditorium , a library room, a research room, 
office and work areas, and a photographic area. The library ' s collection 
includes virtually all original manuscripts, film materials, and books by 
and about Herbert Hoover, with the exception of his "War and Peace" 
manuscripts which are housed at Stanford University. Besides these docu
ments, there are numerous mementoes , diplomas, and gifts received by 
Hoover during his lengthy career. 

To be substituted for third paragraph Item 7: 

As the accomptffeying maps indicate, the boundaries of the National Historic 
Site include lands acquired for administrative purposes that are not 
historically important and do not contribute to the qualities that account 
for the site's significance or whose historical integrity has been wholly 
compromised . These include lands to the east and north acquired for 
visitor facilities, unrelated government office space, and open space 
accessible to visitors, and a new road built to free a histor ic str eet 
from visitor traffic¢; and a large land buffer to the south and west 
significantly removed from the birthplace neighborhood acquired to preclude 
intrusive developments. Lands possessinp, National Register qualities include 
the historic core area or neighborhood surroundinp. the Hoover birthplace, 
the graves of President and Mrs. Hoover with their immediate environment, 
the Presidential Library and its grounds, and the Miles Farm, which dominates 
the skyline over the core area and was an important visual feature during 
Hoover's time in the area. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Herbert Hoover National Historical Site commemorates the birth and boyhood 
of Herbert Clark Hoover, 31st President, elder statesman, humanitarian 
and engineer. Herbert Hoover's birthplace was designated a national 
historic site on August 12, 1965. It is of value in illustrating and 
commemorating American history by preserving in a fair degree of integrity 
the environment of a future president, the legacy of his public service 
represented in the collections of the Presidential Library and his final 
resting place. As such, the national historic site is a complex of 
resources that evoke and illustrate the entire career of an important 
figure in 20th century history.

The park contains three separate areas that together memorialize the life 
or Herbert Hoover. The portion of the village of West Branch immediately 
ao^jacent to and including the birthplace cottage and blacksmith shop is. 
uhdergoing restoration. When complete it will recall the small, late 
19th century Midwestern village from which Hoover came. The Presidential 
Library, administered by the National Archives and Records Service, 
represents his years as a public servant and stands near the historic 
village. The gravesite is the third of the areas.

Birthplace Cottage. Built by Jesse Clark Hoover about I87O, the two-room 
birthplace cottage, now restored and refurnished, stands on its original 
site not far from Wapsinonoc Creek's west branch, from which the town 
drew its name. The Hoovers lived in the house until l879> when Jesse 
Hoover sold both it and the blacksmith shop and moved his family into a 
larger dwelling farther south on Downey Street. When the birthplace 
cottage was restored to its 187O appearance in 1939, as much as possible 
of the original furniture belonging to Jesse and Huida Hoover was acquired 
for the house.

Quaker Meetinghouse. During his years in West Branch, Herbert Hoover 
attended meetings here with his parents. In fact, his mother often spoke 
before the congregation that worshipped in the building. Neglected for 
many years, the meetinghouse was purchased by the people of West Branch 
in 1964 and presented to the Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation. In 
1964-65, after being moved to its present location on the east side of 
Downey Street opposite the Presidential Library and southeast of the birth
place cottage, the meetinghouse was restored to its original appearance.*'

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 11)
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SPECIFIC DATES l874- l885 BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Herbert Hoover National Historical Site commemorates the birth and boyhood 
of Herbert Clark Hoover , 31st President , elder statesman, humanitarian 
and engineer . Herbert Hoover's birthplace was designated a national 
hi~toric site on August 12 , 1965. It is of value in illustrating and 
commemorating American history by preserving in a fair degree of integrity 
the environment of a future president , the legacy of his public service 
represented in the collections of the Presidential Library and his final 
r&sting place. As such, the national historic site is a complex of 
resources that evoke and illustrate the entire career of an important 
figure in 20th century history . 

( 

Tie park contains three separate areas that together memorialize the life 
o li.e..rbert Hoover. The portion of the village of West Branch immediately 
a jacent to and including the birthplace cottage and blacksmith shop is
u~dergoing restoration. When complete it will recall the small , late 
19th century Midwestern village f rom which Hoover came . The Presidential 
Library , administered by the National Archives and Records Service , 
represents his years as a public servant and stands near the historic 
village . The g ravesite is the third of the areas. 

Birthplace Cottage. Built by Jesse Clark Hoover about l870, the two-room 
birthplace cott~ge , now restored and refurnished , stands on its original 
site not far from Wapsinonoc Creek's west branch, from which the town 
drew its name. The Hoovers lived in the house until 1879, when Jesse 
Hoover sold both it and the blacksmith shop and moved his family into a 
larger dwelling farther south on Downey Street . When the birthplace 
cottage was restored to its 1870 appearance in 1939, as much as possible 
of the original furniture belonging to Jesse and Huida Ho6ver was acquired 
for the house . 

Quaker Meetinghouse . During his years in West Branch , Herbert Hoover 
attended meetings here with his _parents. In fact , his mother often spoke 
before the congregation that worshipped in the building. Neglected for 
many years , the meetinghouse was purchased by the people of West Branch 
in 1964 and presented· to the Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation. In 
1 964- 65, after being moved to its present location on the east side of 
Downey Street opposite the Presidential Library and southeast o f the birth
place cottage, the meetinghouse was restored to its original appearance. v 

(See Continuation Sheet, Page 11) 
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Beginning at a point (A) about 100 feet south and 200 feet east of the 
intersection of Main Street and Downey Street in West Branch, Iowa, the 
boundary of the historic district within Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site proceeds due south ab^out^ 1,200 feet to a point (B) whpre 

turns due west about 200 feet tq^owney Street where it turns due 
south about 700 feet to the northwest side of west-(See Continuation
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The Quaker Meetinghouse has an additional significance not dependent on 
its biographical relationship to Hoover. It was the site of Quaker 
schismatic conflict directly relating to the third great revival of Post- 
Civil War America, a significant theme of the history of religion in America,

Blacksmith Shop. Hear the birthplace cottage is a replica of Jesse Hoover's 
blacksmith shop. It houses an extensive collection of contemporary tools 
and other objects.

Other village structures from the period of Hoover's boyhood include many 
restored homes, a one-room schoolhouse moved onto a former house site, and 
the P.T. Smith house which was moved in 1967 to a site formerly occupied 
by the Methodist Church.

Graves of President and Mrs. Hoover. On a hillside about ^ mile southwest 
of the birthplace Cabin are the graves of President and Mrs. Hoover. Land
scaping provides a circular setting for the flat, white marble gravestones, 
with a view across a broad meadow to the birthplace.

The Presidential Library, the fourth such designated in the history of the 
United States, is notable in that it contains the most complete collection 
of artifacts and written material connected with Herbert Hoover in the 
world.
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The Quaker Meetinghouse has an additional significance not dependent on 
its biographical rel ationship to Hoover . It was the site of Quaker 
schismatic conflict directly relating to the third great revival of Post 
Civil War America , a significant theme of the history of religion in America . 

Blacksmith Shop. Near the birthplace cottage is a repl i ca of Jesse Hoover ' s 
blacksmith shop. It houses an extensive collection of contemporary tools 
and other objects. 

Other village structures from the period of Hoover's boyhood include many 
restored homes , a one - room schoolhouse moved onto a former house site , and 
the P.T . Smith house which was moved in 1967 to a s i te formerly occupied 
by the Methodist Church. 

Graves of President and Mrs. Hoover. On a hillside about¾ mile southwest 
of the birthplace ~abin are the graves of President and Mrs . Hoover . Land
scaping provides a circular setting for the flat , white marbl e gravestones , 
with a view across a broad meadow to the birthplace. 

The Presidential Library, the fourth such designated in the history of the 
United States, is notable in that it contains the most complete collection 
of artifacts and written material connected with Herbert Hoover in the 
world . 
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Interpretive Prospectus, Hoover National Historic Site, National Park 
Service, 1971-

The Master Plan, Hoover National Historic Site, National Park Service, 
1970.
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Interpretive Prospectus, Hoover National Historic Site, National Park 
Service, 1971. 

The Master Plan, Hoover National Historic Site , National Park Service, 
1970 . 
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bound entrance ramp to Interstate 80 -which it follows about 15O feet 
to a point (C) where it turns due west about 1,700 feet to a point (D) 
where it turns due north about 1,400 feet to a point (E) where it 
turns due east about 1,300 feet to a point where it turns due north 
about 500 feet to a point (F) where it turns due east about 65O feet 
to the point of beginning (A).

It should be noted that from the time of the last USGS survey, as 
represented by the enclosed map, to the present, several structures 
have been removed and streets rerouted in West Branch.
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bound entrance ramp to Interstate 80 which it follows about 150 feet 
to a point (C) where it turns due west about ~700 feet to a point (D) 
where it turns due north about 1 ,400 feet to a point (E) where it 
turns due east about 1,300 feet to a point where it turns due north 
about 500 feet to a point (F) where it turns due east about 650 feet 
to the point of beginning (A) . 

It should be noted that from the time of the last USGS survey, as 
represented by the enclosed map , to the present, several structures 
have been removed and streets rerouted in West Branch. 
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INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare in dupticote. Send original to Regionoi Office. Retain one copy 
in pork^office.

BuiIding Nome

Caretaker's House (Estal)
.i.cg No
I 51

Locotfon In Pork

Park General
^ork. Monument, Etc.
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site

1. GENERAL
Use and Occupancy

Ouarters
Maintained By

Herbert Hoover NHS

Owned By
United States of America

Constructed By

Hoover family
Remodeled By

Operated By

National Park Service
Year

1938
Drowing No.

Drowing No.

2. VAl UF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE fSq. Footage)
Original Cost
$

Present Value No. Stories
1

No. Rooms
5

Basement

Full
Overall

1786
Basement

929
1st Ftoor ;rr.d Fie

857 I----
5. CONSTRUCTION

Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Roof
Board & Batten Concrete Boards Plaster Wood Asphalt

6. INTERIOR FINISH
Walls Floors Cel lings Trim
Paint Wood, Linoleum Paint Paint

7. UTILITIES
V/ater

Yes
Electric

Yes
Gas

Yes
Sewer

Yes
T elephone

Yes
Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

1 bath gas Ras See below Electric
EXISTING CONDITION (/ndicote E«ce//ent, Good, Fair, Poor - /f Mew Building Leove Blank)

As of (Dofe)
10/22/74

Structurol

Good
Mechanical

Good
Generol State of

Fair
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other
1 8" 450 None . 2

rnu njutSArno. rurnisn o x iu»2 photographs or smaller photo 
Nome of pork, locotion In pork, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-oil di.T.ensions, names end sires of ro'.~i tea 
and dote drown. Use double fine to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish ony other pertiment doto to complete record)

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8. 
9.

10.
11.

HEHO acquired 7/1/71 
Painted May 1973
Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet
L.P. Stove - Owner's own 
Refrigerator Prop. No. 144, 1974 
Hot Water Heater, Ancient type 
Dehumidifier in basement (old) 
Furnace at least 20 years old 
Window air-conditioner 
Asphalt shingles, new 1973
TV. Cable Tapoff , ‘ jL /O/

• 

,. c ~. rr. lC-768 
'/ (Ro,·. 8/ 64) U.S. D[ PAR T~ !:N T OF THE INTERIOR 

tlA TIONAL PARK SERVICE 
Bui lding Nome 

Caretaker's House (Estal) 51 / 
INDIVIDUAL BUILDING CAT A ocotfon In Pork 

Park General 
ark, Monument, Etc . 

Prepare In duplicate . Se nd origi nal ta Rogionol Office. Re tain ono copy 
in pork .office. Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

Use and Occupancy 

0uarters 
Maintained By 
Herbert Hoover NHS 

Remodeled By 

2. 

1. GENERAL 

Owned [\y 

United States of America 
Constructed By 
Hoover famil 

3. T YPE 
Original Cost 

s 
Present Value No. Stories No. Rooms Basement Over oil 
$ S Doo ~.!' 1 5 Full 1786 

Construction Type · 

Board & Batten 

Walls 

Paint 

Viator 

Plumbing 

Yes 

1 bath 

Foundation 

Concrete 

Electric 

Yes 

Heating 

as 

Floors 

5. CONSTRUCTION 
Walls, Exterior 

Boards 
Walls, Interior 

Plaster 
6. INTERIOR FINISH 

Wood Linoleum 
Ceilings 

Paint 
7. UTILITIES 

Go, Sewer 

Yes Yes 
8. M.ECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 

Fuel Electric 

gas See below 

Operated By 

National Park Service 
Year Drawing No . 

1938 
Yoor Drawing No . 

4 . SIZE rrq. Fo o tog ~I 
Basement ht F loor , ,, crl 

929 857 

Roof Floor 

Wood As halt 

Telephone 

Yes 

Trim 

Paint 

Other 

----

Hot Water 

Electric 
Otl ... , 

9 . EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcot" Exce/1,,nt, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Bui /ding Leave Blank) 
As of (Dote) Structural Mechan ical General Stat" of J:-,.;.-a .• 

Good Fair 10/22/74 
10. 

Good --'----.---- ----- -'-------- -----'-------- - ----11 
No. Hydrants 

1 

FIRE PROTECTION 

Size 
8 II 

Distance 

450 
Mechanical 

None 

Ext ingu ish in g Equipment 

Hand 

2 
Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 101.., • photographs or smaller photographs mounted one x 10½ sheets. Attach,,,:.· ·.·:;•~;:, Nome of pork, location In pork, ond name ond number of building . 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish :eg ible sketch on separate sheet including over-al! c:!i :-.on~ ions, names c:r.-:! si2es e, 1 • ·. ·.- , , ~=o and dote drown. Use double rine to Indicate walls of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertlment doto to comp/.,te record) 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6 . 
7. 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11. 

l .:l, 

HEHO acquired 7/1/71 
Painted May 1973 
Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet 
L.P. Stove - Owner's own 
Refrigerator Prop. No. 144, 1974 
Hot Water Heater, Ancient type 
Dehumidifier in basement (old) 
Furnace at least 20 years old 
Window air-conditioner 
Asphalt shingles, new 1973 
TV. Cable Tapoff ~ , 7 

1 'kJ i9b .6 
~ ,:i,L,..,;z;;-~m-n7/(J't-/ 'l-e447U£C./.J/~u 

Approved By 

/: /. IJu-,,~~-
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lC-768 
(R.v. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare In duplicate. Send original to Regional Office. Retain one copy 
in park^offlce.

Building Nome IBIdg. No.

MaTntpnanre Ririldlnp — 2nd St. 52

Locotlon in Park

Park General
Pork, Monument, Etc..

Herbert
1. GENERAL

Historic Site

Use ond Occupancy 
Mainfpnanr.e heatlqiiarters

Owned By

United States of America
Operated By

National Park Service
Maintained By 
Herbert Hoover NHS

Constructed By Year Drawing No.

Remodeled By
NFS Maintenance Cres

Year
1974

Drawing No.

2. VAI IJF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE (So. Footage)
Criginal Cost
$19,000.00

Present Value No. Stories
2

No. Rooms
4

Basement Overoll

2728
Basement 1st Floor

2410
2nd Floor

318
5. CONSTRUCTION

Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Wolls, Interior Floor Roof

Brick Concrete Brick Brick/Plaster Concrete Asphalt
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls Floors Ceilings Trim
Paint, Unfinished Linoleum, Unfinished Paint, Unfinished Paint,Unfinished

7. UTILITIES
Vi'oter Electric Gas Sewer Telephone Other

Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

Plu.mbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

1 bath 2 blower furnac es gas tools etc. electric
EXISTING CONDITION (/ndfeote Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Building Leove Blank)

As of (Date)
10/23/74

Structuroi

Excellent
Mechonicol

Excellent
Gerwrol State of Pepoir

Excellent
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants
1

Size

8"
Distance

75
Mechanical

None
Hand

4
Other

n. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x lOH sheets. Attoch to photograph;
Nome of pork, location In park, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on seporate sheet including over-oil dimensions, names ond sizes of roorrs, scale, 
and date drown. Use double fine to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other partimenf data to complete record)

L.
2.
3.

HEHO acquired 1970
Two new furnaces Installed 11/74, Hanging blower type
False ceiling installed fall 1974 to save fuel and make warmer

/

Approved iDete

c._,.,. lC-768 
(Pev. 8/ 64) U.S. DEPARTMEN T OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING GAT .A 

Bui I ding Nome 

Prepare In dvplicote. Send orlginol to Roglonol Of/Jee. Retain one copy 
Park General 
ork, Monument, Etc •. 

in perk .office. 

1. 

U se ond Occupancy Owned Dy 

erica 
Maintained By Constructed By 

Remode led By 
NPS Maintenance Cres 

2. V 3. TYPE 

Criginal Cost Present Value No. Stories No. Rooms Basement Overa ll 

s 19 000. 00 s /6188 '2- 2 

Construction Type · 

Brick 

Walls 

Foundation 

Concrete 

Floors 

4 2728 
5. CONSTRUCTION 

Wolfs, Exterior 

Brick 
Walls, Interior 

Erick/Plaster 
6. INTERIOR FINISH 

Ceilings 

Na ional storic Site 

Operated 8y 

National Park Service 
Year Growing No. 

Year Drawing No. 
1974 
4. SIZE 

Basement 

Floor 

Concrete 

1st F Joor 

2410 

Roof 

Asphalt 

2nd Floor 

318 

Paint, Unfinished Linoleum , Vnfinished aint, Unfinished 
Trim 
Paint ,Unfinished 

Water 

Yes 

Plumbing 

1 bath 

Electric 

Yes 

Heating 

2 blower furna 

Gas 

7. UTILITIES 

Sewer 

Yes Yes 
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 

gas 
Electric 

tools etc. 

Telephone 
Ye·s 

Hot Water 

electric 

Other 

Other 

9. EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcote E•ce/lent, Good, Fair, Poor. tf New Bui/ding L,.ove 8/onld 
As of (Date} Structural Mechanical General State of ~e;,air 

10/23/74 Excellent Excellent Excellent 
10. FIRE PROTECTION 

No. Hydrants 

1 
Size 

8" 
Distance 

75 
Mechanical 

None 

Extinguishing Equipment 

Hand 

4 
Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x IO½• photographs or smeller photographs mounted on 8 x 10½ s heeh. Attach •~ ~hotogroph: 
Nome' of pork, location in park, and name and number of building. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible ske tch on separate sheet including over-oil dimensions, norr.es e n d si:es d rc.cr.--s, scale, 
end dote drown. Use double fine lo indicate wells of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other perllment data to complete ,~cord) 

L. HEHO acquired 1970 
2. Two new furnaces installed 11/74, Hanging blower type 
3 . False ceiling installed fall 1974 to save fuel and make warmer 

. De•• 

I 1e:?/1r1t 
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^ufir lC-768
(R«v. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare in duplicote. Send originol to Reglonol Office. Refoln one copy 
in pork^office.

Building Name •Bldg. No.
Storage Shed (Maint. Yard) 54

_ocatlon in Pork
Park General

Pork, Monument, Etc.
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site

1. GENERAL
Use and Occupancy
None-Vacant

Owned By
United States of America

Operated By
National Park Service

Maintained By
Herbert Hoover NHS

Constructed By Year Drawing No,

Remodeled By Year Drawing No.

2. VAI IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE fSq. Footage)
Original Cost

%
Present Value
$ 57DO

No. Stories
1

No. Rooms
2

Basement Overoll

201
Basement 1st Floor

201
2nd Floor

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Type Foundation Wolls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Roof
Wood Frame Concrete Shiplap Boards Concrete Asphalt

6. INTERIOR FINISH
Walls Floors Ceilings Trim

Paint Cement Unfinished Paint
7. UTILITIES

Wafer Electric Gas Sewer Telephone Other
Yes Yes No Yes No

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

2 bath None None Lights None
9. EXISTING CONDITION (indicate Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Building Leove Blank)

As of (Date)
10/22/74

Structural

Poor
Mechanical

Poor
General State of Pepoir

Poor
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other
1 8” 850 None None

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x lOH* photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x 10!^ sheets. Attach to pHotcgroph; 
Name of pork, location In park, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-all dimensions, nomes end sizes of rooms, scale, 
and date drawn. Use double fine to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertimont data to complete record)

1.
2.
3.

HEHO acquired 7/1/71 
Painted May 1973
Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet

Approved By jOoto

i / W//

euilding Nome 
"~,,., lC-768 
(Re\'. 8 164) U.S. D :PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATI ONAL PARK SERVICE Storage Shed (Maint. Yard) 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING r.ATA 

Retain one copy 

_ocotlon in Pork 

Park General 
Pork, Monument, Etc. Prepore in duplicote. Send orlglnol to Reglonol Office. 

in pork.office. Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
1. GEt~ER AL 

Use and Occuponcy Owned By Operoted By 
None- Vacant United States of America National Park Service 
Mointoined Sy 
Herbert Hoover NHS 

Constructed By Yeor Drowing No. 

R emodeled By Year Drawing No, 

2. VAi IJF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE ('.;q. Footogd 

Originol Cost !Present Volue No. Stories INo. ; ooms i Bo~~m_'.'nt Overoll Basement I 1st Floor 12n~~~oor 
s $ 5°00 ·~ 1 201 --- 201 

5. CONSTRUCTION 
Construction Type · 

Wood Frame 
Foundotion 

Concrete 
Wolls, Exterior Wolls, Interior Floor Roof 

Ship lap Boards Concrete Asphal t ---------~----------1------"---'-----'-------------''-------L----..;_ 
6. INTERIOR F INISH 

Paint 
Floors 

Cement 
Ceilings 

Unfinished 
Trim 

Paint 
7. UTILIT IES 

'Noter Electric Gos Sewer Telephone Other 
Yes Yes No Yes No 

8. MECHANICAL EOUIPME NT 
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other 

2 bath None None Lights None 
9. EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcote Exce//.,nt, Good, Fai r, Poor· I( New 8ulldln9 Leave Blank> 

As of (Dote) Structural 

10/22/74 Poor 
Mechanicol 

Poor 
General Stole of ?.e~oir 

Poor 
10. FIRE PR OT E CTION ____ ,--________ ..,_ ___ E_x_t-in_g_u_i_s:-h-i n-g-:::E_q_u_i p_m._e_n-,------------

No. Hydrants 

1 
Size 

8" 
Distance 

850 
Mechanical 

None 
Hand 

None 
Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10½• photographs or s maller photographs mounted on 8 x 10½ sheets. Attach to ~l:otcs;roph: 
Name· of pork, locotion In pork, end name ond number of building. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet inc lud ing over-oll dim.,nsion;, name s cr:d $be , c,f r-:.,:,r.-. s, s cale, 
ond dot., d rawn. Use double fine to Indicate walls of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any otl,u pertlment doto to complete record} 

1. HEHO acquired 7 /1/71 
2 . Painted May 1973 
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet 

Prepared B Approved By 

Y/ 
l ~ete 

i 1a-Jr1:1 
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1C-768 
(Rav. 8 64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepara In duplicota. Sand original to Regional Ollica. Retain one copy 
in porlc^oflice.

Bui iding Nome iBldg. No. ■
Gazebo 1 67

.ocotlon in Pork
Park General

^ark. Monument, Etc,

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use and Occupancy

of* ^ VA
Maintained By

-Herbert He sr-NHS

Owned By

United States of America
Constructed By
NFS Maintenance Staff

Operated By
National Park Service

Yeor
1974

Drawing No.

Remodeled By Drawing No.

2. VAI IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE (Sq. Footoge)
Original Cost
5 200.00

Present Value

$ ^co.-
No. Stories

1
No. Rooms

1
Basement Overall

100
Basement

0
1st Floor 
100

2nd Floor

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Roof

Wood Frame Wood — ---- Wood Wood Shingles
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls Floors Ceilings Trim

— Wood Wood Paint
7. UTILITIES

V/oter Electric Gos Sewer Telephone Other
No No No No No

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
P lumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

None None None None None

As of (Dale)

10/22/74
Structural

Excellent

ju, r ^ir, f'oor - u rrew ouiia
Mechanical

ing L«ove oiann/
General Stote of Renoir

Excellent
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other

1 8" 400 None None

Name of park, location in park, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on seporate sheet including over-all dimensions, names end sizes of rooms, scale 
and dote arawn. Use double fine to Indicate walls of building. '

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pert/ment data to comp/ete record)

1,
2.
3,

Heho Acquired 6/74 
Painted 6/74 
Paint color: Ceiling—Hoover Blue 

Trim—light green 
Body—Cream
Floor—deck enamel grey

X /

Dote Approved By Dote

___. 

• 

c ~,,,. lC-768 
(R•"· e c 4) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INDIVIDUAL BUil DING CAT A 

Bui I ding Nome 

Gazebo 
,._.ocatlon in Pork 

Prepare In dupl icate. Send origin al to Reglonol Office. 

in pork. office. 

Park General 
Retain one copy f--'--"'-''-=--"=:.:..:::-=--=:-==..------------- - --

IPark, Monument, Etc, 

HPrbert Hoover National Historic Site 

Use and Occupancy 

Maintained 8y 

T 

Remodeled By 

2. V 
Original Cost Prrsent Value 

S 200. 00 $ t,co.':'?. 

Construction Type · Foundation 

Wood Frame Wood 

Water 

No 

Plumbing 

None 

Electric 

No 

Heating 

None 

1. G ENERAL 

Owned £ly 

Sates of America 
Constructed By 

NPS Maintenance Staff 

3. TYPE 

No. Stories No. Rooms Basrment Overall 

1 1 100 
5. CONSTRUCTION 

\Vall s , Extctrior Walls, Interior 

Floors 

Wood 

Goa 

6. I NT E RIOR F INISH 

No 

7. UTILITIES 

Sewer 

No 

Ceilings 
Wood 

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPM E NT 
Fuel 

None 
Electric 

None 

Operated By 

National Park Service 
Yeor Drawing No. 
1974 
Ye ar Drawing No. 

4. SIZE (Sq. Footage) 

Basement ht F loor 2nd Floor 
0 100 

Roaf Floor 
Wood Wood Shingles 

Telephone 
No 

ot Water 

None 

Trim 
Paint 

Other 

Other 

9. EXISTING CONDITION (Indicate Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor. I f Nrw Bulldln9 Leavr Blank) 
As of (Date) Structural Mechonicol General State of Rr,.alr 

Excellent 10/22/74 Excell ent 
10. FIRE PR OT E CT!ON----r-----------'----E-x-t-in_g_u_i_s_h_i n_g_E_q_u_i p-mL-e-nt ___________ _ 

No. Hydrants 

1 
Size 

8" 
Di stance 

400 
Mechanical 

None 
Hand 

None 
Othrr 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10½• photographs or smaller photographs mountrd on 8 x 10½ sheets. Attad, to i:,l:otograph: 
Nome of pork, location In parlc, and name one! number of building. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish leg;ble sketch on srporcte sheet including over-oi l c;irr.ensions, norr.es end sizes of roorr.s, scole, 
and dote cirawn. Use double fi ne to indicate wall s of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any othrr pertlment dote to comple~ record) 

1. Heho Acquired 6/74 
2. Painted 6/74 
3. Paint color: Ceiling--Hoover Blue 

Trim--light green 
Body--Cream 
Floor--deck enamel grey 

Date Approved By 

L/. ,.,._) . 
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I
'^ufir. 1C-768 
(R.v^ 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare In duplicote. Send original to Reglonol Office. Retain one copy 
in parlc^offlce.

Building Nome ci«g. No.
Comfort Station (West) 55

_ocotlon in Pork
Park General

Pork, Monument, Etc.^

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use ond Occupancy
Comfort Station

Maintained By
Herbert Hoover NHS

Owned By

United States of ATnp^*^r*a
Constructed By

Operated By

National..Park Service.
Drowing No.

Remodeled By Plowing No.

2. VAI IlF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE Or Foofoge>

Original Cost Present Volue No. Stories No. Rooms Basement Overall Basement 1st Floor |2nd Floor
$ $ £roo,^ 1 2 144 ---—

144 i-----

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Typo ' Foundation Walls, Exterior Wolls, Interior Floor
Wood Frame Cement Boards Boards Cement

6. INTERIOR FINISH

Roof

Asphalt
Walls
Paint

Floors Ceilings Trim
Cement Paint ___Paint

7. UTILITIES
Woter

Yes
Electric

Yes
Gas

No
Sewer

Yes
Telephone

No
Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing

2 bath
Heating

None
Fuel

None
Electric

Lights
Hot Water

None
Other

As of fOafe}
10/23/74

Structural

Fair
Mechanical

Good
General State of P*j.cir

Fair
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants
1

Size
8"

Distance

850
Mechanical

None .
Hand

None
Other

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x lOh* photogrophs or smaller photogrophs-mounted on 8 x lOh sheets. Attoch tc. s---otcgrcph: 
Nome of pork, location In pork, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on seporote sheet including over-oil dimensions, names end sires c.f rscms scole 
and date drawn. Use double line to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Fvrntsh any other pertfment dota to complete record)

1. HEHO acquired 7/1/71
2. Painted 1973
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet

-
-
·/ c.,,,,, lC-768 

~1<:~ . No. . (Re,•. 8/ 64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 8uilding Nome 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE Comfor t Stat ion (West) I 55 

IND IVIDUAL BUil DING CAT ..A location in P o rk 

Park Gener a l 
Pr a pore In duplicate. Send original to Regional Office. Retain on• copy 

Pork, Monument, Etc,-
in pork _offlce, Her bert Hoover National Historic Site 

l. GEtlERAL 

Use ond Occupancy Owned By Operated Ely 
Comfor t Stati on United St-"' t-i>~ nf A.m,:,,--f,...., 'I\T~t--f~- ~1 l>--'· ,. e·· · "' - -

Maintained By Constructed By Year Drawing No. 
Herber t Hoover NHS 

Remodeled By Year Drr.iwing No. 

2. V I 11 i= 3. TYPE 4. SIZE t:;q. Footogt: i 
Ori ginol Cost Present Volue No. Stories ' No. ;ooms Bo$ement Overall Basement I 1st Floor ! 2nd Floor 
s $ soo.~ 1 --- 144 144 I --- I ---s. CONSTRUCTION 
Construction Type ' Foundation Walls, Exterior I Wolls, Interior Floor I Roof 
Wood Frame Cement Boards Boards Cement Asnhalt-

6 . INTERIOR FINISH 
Walls Floors Ceiling, IT r im Paint Cement Paint P<> int-

7. UTILITIES 

Water ! Electric Gos . ISewer Telephone I Other 
Yes Yes No Yes No 

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 
Plumbing 'Heating Fuel J Electric ot Water I Oti-.c• 

2 bat h None None Li£ht s None 
9. EX ISTING CONDITION (/ndlcote Excellent, Good, Fol,, Poor · I f New Bui/ding Leove 8/onlt) 

As of (Date) r tructurol I Mechanical IGene r:il State of ~ .. :;.".:i, 
10/23/74 Fair Good Fair • 10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment 

No. Hydrants Size 
' Dist;;~ 

Mechanical tend !Other 
1 8" 

None None . 
11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10½• photographs or smaller photogrophs , r.,ounted on 8 x 10½ shecti. Attach , .. ~ ::."" ..-;tea:r:ph: 

Nome· of pork, loco ti on In pork, and nome and number of building. 

12. SKETCH P L AN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-oil dirr.ensions, names c;;r.-: sias :,r •-:.·.-,, ~. s :ole, 
and dote d rown. Use double fine to Indicate walls of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furn/sh ony other pert/ment doto to comp/er. record) 

1. HEHO acquired 7 /1/71 
2 . Paint ed 1973 
3. Pai nt color: Olympic St ain - Russet 

J.Eef:4,,/~ ~¢y 
Approved By : :-::·~ 

-✓/!/Ju ~- -,,.,,.} lo1/1 t 7<;-' .. ,_ "jJ I A 

j/ 
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I
= lC-768
(R.v. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepar* In duplicottt. Send original to Reglonol Olllce. Retain one copy 
in park^offlce.

Building Nome Bldg. No.
Picnic Shelter (Boy Scout) 56

Location in Pork
Park General

= orlt. Monument, Etc.

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use and Occupancy
Picnicking

Owned By
United States of America

Operated By
National Park Service

Maintained By
Herbert Hoover NHS

Constructed By
Buffalo Bill Council Bov Sco

Yeor

Its 19
Drawing No.

33
Remodeled By Year Drawing No.

2. VAI IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE fSO. Footage)
Original Cost

s
Present Volue
$ 3000-

No. Stories 
1

No. Rooms
1

Basement Overoii

951
Basement

Construction Type
Wood Frame

5. CONSTRUCTION

1st Floor
951

2nd Floor

Foundation
Concrete

Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor

Concret
Roof

i Asphalt shingles

Walls Floors Ceilings Trim
■“ “ — Paint • Paint

7. UTILITIES
Viater

NO
Electric

No
Gas

No
Sewer

No
Telephone

No
Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Woter Other

None None None None None

As of (Dote)
10/22/74

9. EXISTING CONDITION (Inrficote Excellent, Good. Fair, Poor - If New Building Leove Blank)
Structural

Good
10. FIRE PROTECTION

Mechanical General State of Pepotr
Good

Extinguishing Equipment
No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other

1 8" 400 None None
11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10)6* photographs or smoller photographs mounted on 8 x lOJ-j sheets. Attoch to phctogroph; 

Nome of pork, locotion in park, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-oil dimensions, nomes end sizes of rooms, scole 
ond dote drawn. Use double fine to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish Ony other pertiment data to comp/efe record)

1. HERO acquired 7/1/71
2. Painted 6/74
3. Paint color: Brown
4. Fireplace
5. Benches and Tables

PteparedBy ^ ^ Date . Appr^ed By iOotc

/

,Y c ~;,r lC-768 
;_/ (Re,·. 8/ 64) U.S. DC: PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING GAT .A 

Prepore In duplicate. Send orlglnal to Reglonol Office. Retoln one copy 

Building Nome 

Picnic Shelter (Bov Scout ) 
... ocotlon in Pork 

Park General 
IDork, Monument, Et_c .• 

in pork.office. 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

GENERAL 

Use ond Occupancy Owned Ely Operated By 
Picnicking United States of America National Park Service 

Molntoined By Constructed By Year [!rowing No. 

Herber t Hoover NHS Buffal o Bill Council Bov Seo .its 19 53 
Remodeled By Year [Jrowi ng No. 

2. V 1 IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE ISq. Footo9e, ) 

Original Cost Present Volue No. Stories INo. Rooms iBos~:e.:'t Overoll Basement I 1st Floor 12~.d _F~:or s $ 3000 U_!. 1 1 951 --- 951 
S. CONSTRUCTION 

Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Construction Type · 

Wood Frame 
Foundation 

Concrete Concret Asphalt shingles 

Wolls 

Woter 

NO 

Plumbi ng 

None 

Electric 
No 

Healing 

None 

Floors 

6. INTERIOR FINISH 

Gos 

No 

7. UTILITIES 

Sewer 

No 

Cellings 

Paint 

8, MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 
Fuel 

None 
Electric 

None 

Telephone 

No 

ot Water 

None 

Trim 

Paint 

Other 

As of (Dot«) 
9. EXISTING CONDITION (fndlcote Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor· If N«w Bul/din9 L•o"• Blonk) 

10/22/74 
Structural Mechonicol Gen..rol Stole of F-e;.oir 

Good Good 
10. FIRE PROTECTION 

No. Hydrants 

1 
Size 
8" 

Distance 

400 
Mechanical 

None 

Extinguishing Equipment 

Hond 

None 
Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x lOY.i• photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x 10};, shut~. Attach t~ .,t.c;togroph: 
Nome· of pork, location In park, ond name and number of building, 

12. SKETCH PLAN. furnish legible sketch on seporote sheet including over-oll dimensions, narr.es and sizes c.f rc.c.rr,s, scale, 
and dote drown. Use double fine to indicate walls of building, 

13. REMARKS (Furnish ony other perflment dota ta complete record) 

1. HEHO acquired 7 / 1/71 
2. Painted 6/74 
3. Paint color: Brown. 
4. Fireplace 
5. Benches and Tables 

Dote A~pro ed By 
- -, ..LJ 
.oc 

I 
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= trrr lC-768 
(Rev. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Building Name :bldg. No.
’icnic Shelter (East) 1 57
_ocation in Pork
’ark General

in pork_offlce. Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use and Occuponcy
Picnicking

Owned Dy
United States of America

Operated Ey

National Park Service
Maintained By

Herbert Hoover NHS
Constructed By

Hoover Birthplace Society
Year

1953
Growing No.

Remodeled By Year Drawing No.

2. VAI IJF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE 'Zd- Footage)

Original Cost Present Value No. Stories No. Rooms Basement Overall Basement 1st Floor 2nd Floor

$ $ \C>oo. 0° 1 1 — 800 — 800 —
5. CONSTRUCTION

Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Wolls, interior Floor Roof

Wood Frame Concrete — — Concrete Asphalt shingles
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls Floors Ceilings Trim

— Concrete Paint Paint
7. UTILITIES

Water Electric Gas Sewer Telephone Other

No NO No No No
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

None None None None None
9. EXISTING CONDITION (indicate Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Building Leove Blank)

As of (Date)
■ 10/22/74

Structural

Good
Mechanical Generol Stote of P^poif

Good
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand (Other

1 8" 350 None . None 1
11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnieh 8 x 10!^* photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x lOKj sheets. At'och to photogroph; 

Name of pork, locotion in pork, ond nome and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on seporate sheet including over-all dimensions, names ond sires of rooms, scale, 
ond dote drawn. Use double fine to Indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other perllmenf data to complete record)

1.
2.
3.
4.

HEHO acquired 7/1/71 
Painted 6/74 
Paint color: Brown
Needs new roof

Date

/

Approved By jDste

,<,,,. lC-768 
(Re \' , 8 164) U.S. DCPARTM ENT OF THE INTER IOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING r.AT.A 

Pree,ore In duplicate. Send original 10 Roglono l Office, Retain ono copy 

euilding Nome 

Picnic Shelter (East) 
_ocotlon in Pork 

Park General 
Pork, Monument, Etc. 

-~ tdg. No. 

I 51 

In pa rk .offic e . l-lerbert Hoover National Historic Site 
GENERAL 

Use and Occupancy Owned Dy Operated E:: y 

Picnicking United States of America National Park Servi,-p 
Maintained By Constructed By Year C,r,:,"."ing No. 

Herbert Hoover NHS Hoover Birthplace Societv 1953 
Remodeled By Year C,r-,,..ing No. 

2. V I IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE t:;q . Foolog,.; 

Original Cost Present Value No. Stories 'No. ~ ooms iB~~~men t 
Over oil Basement 'ht Floor 12n~:~ oor 

s $ "000, t)O 1 800 --- 800 
5. CONSTRUCTION 

Walls, Exterior Wall s, Interior Floor Roof Construction Type 

Wood Frame 
Foundation 

Concrete Concrete As halt shingles 

Walls 

Water 

No 

Plumbing 

None 

Electric 

NO 

Heating 

None 

6. INTERIOR F INISH 

Floors 

Concrete 
Ceilings 

Paint 
7. UTILITIES 

Gas 

No 
Sewer 

No 
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMEN T 

Fuel 

None 
Electric 

None 

Telephone 

No 

ot Water 

None 

Trim 

Paint 

Other 

9. EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcate Exc.,/l.,nt, Good, Fol,. Po or - If New Bulldln9 Lecv" Bionic} 

As of (Ooh,) Structural Mechanical Gencrcl State of ~e,air 

10/22/74 Good Good -----.-------------'---------- ---'-----"--"-"--------10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguish ing Equipment 

No. Hydrants 

1 
Size 

8" 350 
Mechanical 

None 
Hand 

None 
11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10½" photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x l0Y2 she .,u . At•od, tr, ., l:oicgroph : 

Name· of park, location in pork, and name and nu mb er of bui I ding. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sh.,et inc h.cir,g over-oil dimensions, norr:e s er.~ s i ,es c.' :-; o -,- s, sca le, 
and date drawn. Use doubie fine to Indicate wa ll s of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furn/sh ony other perflmenf doto to complete record} 

1. HEHO acquired 7 /1/71 
2. Painted 6/7 4 
3. Paint color: Brown 
4. Needs new roof 

Dote Approved By 

t$~ ,if/! ~ 
' D-:-re 

11*7/?v 



>4ir--' i^'M' '¥r

7£W ^0?

V Fv - - -^ rt^ u

rJBEJ r S: 1®
;r’:— .,;rw.,.
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= o.ir 1C-768 
(R«v. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare In duplicate. Send original to Regional Office. Retain one copy

in park^office.

1. GENERAL

Building Name bldg. No.
I. Miles Farm Machine Shed 58

Location in Pork
Park General

Park, Monument, Etc.
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site

Use and Occupancy
Storage

Owned By
United States of America

Operated By

National Park Service
Maintained By

Herbert Hoover NHS
Constructed By
Kofron

Year

1940
Drawing No.

Remodeled By Year Drawing No.

2. VAt IIF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE (So. Footage)
Original Cost 
$

Present Value
$ 300.^

No. Stories
1

No. Rooms

1
Basement Overoll

627
Basement 1st Floor

627
2nd Floor

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Roof
Wood Frame Poles Board Unfinished Dirt Tin

• 6. INTERIOR FINISH
Walls Floors Ceilings Trim

Unfinished Unfinished Unfinished Unfinished
7. UTILITIES

V/ater

No
Electric

No
Gas

No
Sewer

No
Telephone

No
Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

None None None None None
9. EXISTING CONDITION (Indicate Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Building Leove Blank)

As of (Date)

10/23/74
Structural

Good
Mechanical Generol State of Repoir

Good
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants

1
Size

8"
Distance

450
Mechanical

None
Hand

None
Other

Nome of pork, locotion in pork, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN, Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-oil dimensio.ns, nomes ond sizes of rooms scole 
and date drawn. Use double fine to indicate walls of building. ' '

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertimani data to complete record)

1. HEHO acquired 7/69
2. Painted 1973
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet
4. Will eventually be removed - not historic

Profored By Date Approved By !Dcte

c: ,_ ,,.,, l C- 768 
( Re \' . 8/ 64) Building Nome U.S. OCPARTM ENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE I. Miles Farm Machine Shed 
INDIVIDUAL BUILDING r.AT .A 

I . Pre pare In d upl, c ote . Send origi nal to Regi onal Office . Retain on e c opy 

,._o c otlon in Pork 

Park General 
Pork, Mon um ent, Etc. 

in pork .office . Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

U s e ond Occuponcy 
Storage 
Maintained By 

Herbert Hoover NHS 
Remo deled By 

2 V I IJ F 

Origi nal Cost P re sent Volue 

s s 3 c .~ 

Construction Type · Foundotion 

Wood Frame Poles 

l. GENE RAL 

Owned By 

United States of America 
Const ructed By 

Kofron 

3. TYPE 
No . Stories to . ~ ooms iB o~~~ent 

Overall 

1 627 
5. CO NST RUCTI ON 

Walls, Exter ior 

Board 
Walls, Interior 

Unfinished 
. 6 . INT E RIOR FI NISH 

Operoted By 

National Park Service 
Year Drawing No . 

1940 
Year Drawi ng No . 

4. SIZE (Sq , Footog d 

Ba s e ment I 1st F loo r 

---

F loor 

Dirt 

627 

Roof 

Tin 

12n~~ ~oor 

Wolls Floors 

Unfinished Unfinished 
Ce i li ngs 

Unfinished 
Tr im 

Unfinished 

V:oter 

No 

Plumbing 

None 

Electric 

No 

Heating 

None 

7. UTILITIES 

Go, Sewer Telephone Other 
No No No 

8 . MECH ANICAL EQUI PM E NT 
Fuel Electric ot Water Gfr.er 

None None None 
9. EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcote E xcellent, Good, Fair, Poor · If New Bulld in9 Leav• Blonk J 

As of (Dote) Structural 

10/23/74 Good ____ ...;__,.;_ ___ __. __ _ Me ch an ical Ge neral State of ? e,oir 

Good 
10. FIRE PROTECTION Exti ngui s hi ng Equi pment 

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other 

___ 1 _ __ _.__8_'_' _...._ __ 4-'5'-0-'---__ ...._ __ ""'N-'oc..;n=e ____ __.__--=N:..:.o=n=e=----- - ___.. _ _ _ ___ _ _ _ 
11. PHOTOGRAPHS. furnish 8 x 10½ • photogrophs or s maller pho togr aph s moun ted on 8 x 10!:; s heets . Attac h t-; ;.· o togroph : 

Nome of pork, lo cation In pork, and nome and nu mb er of bui ld ing . 

12. SKETCH PLAN. fu rni sh leg ib le s ketch on separa te s heet inc lu d ing over -o il c!i r-.en s io:is , n a mes a 'ld sizes-;! r-; c r.-.s , scale , and dote drown. Uso do uble l ino to lndlcoto wolls of buildi ng . 

13. REMARKS (Furn/sl, ony other pertlment doto to co mp/de record) 

1. HEHO acquired 7/69 
2. Painted 1973 
3. Paint color : Olympic Stain - Russet 
4. Will eventually be removed - not historic 

Approv e d By 

£~ 
. D cte 

: 1~~~ 
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Bldg. No. 58 - I. Miles Farm Machine Shed
Park General 
Southeast Elevation 
Photo; 11/21/74
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Bldg. No . 58 - I. Miles Farm Machine Shed 

Parl: General 
Southeast Elevation 
Photo: 11/21/74 
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'=^!tr lC-768 
(P.v. 8-64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepare in duplicate. Send original to Regional Office. Retain one copy 
in pork office.

Building Nome bldg. No.

J j.jd1rsQ Farm (Tlrfrtcrsn TTniicp RQ
location In Pork
Park General

®ork. Monument, Etc.

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use ond Occupancy Owned By
United States of America

Operated By

National Park Service
Maintained By
Herbert Hoover NHS

Constructed By
Kofron

Year

1940
Growing No.

Remodeled By Yeor Drawing No.

2. VAI UF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE 'Zu- Footage/
Original Cost
$

Present Value
$ ;<oo,-

No. Stories
1

No. Rooms

1
Basement Overall

493
Basement 1st Floor

493
2nd Floor

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior Floor Roof

Wood Frame Concrete Boards Unfinished Concret i Wood Shinsles
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls Floors Ceilings Trim
Unfinished Unfinished Unfinished ’ Unfinished

7. UTILITIES
Water

No
Electric

No
Gas

No
Sewer

No
Telephone

No
Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Water Other

None None NOne None None
EXISTING CONDITION (Indlcote Excellent^ Good, Fo/r, Poor - If biew Bu/fd/ng Leove Biank}

As of (Date)
10/23/74

Structural

Good
Mechanical General State of Pepolr

Good
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand iOther

1 8" 450 None None !
n. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 101^* photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x lO'/j sheets. Attoch to p'Otcgroph: 

Name of pork, locotion In pork, ond name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-all dimensions, noir.es c'id siyes of rooms, scale, 
ond dote drown. Use double fine to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertiment data to complete record)

1.
2.
3.
4.

HERO acquired 7/69 
Painted 1973
Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet
Will eventually be removed - not historic

Pr^ored By » Dote Approved By iDete

/

Dole Approved By

. , 
_,,,...,.- e~.,,. lC-768 

(Pe,·. 8 •64) U.S. Di:: PARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NA11ONAL PARK SERVICE 

Building Nome ::. Ida . No. 

INDIVIDUAL BUil DING r,AT .A 
Park General 
ork, Monument, Etc. 

Prepore In dupli cate. Send original to Regional Office. Retain one copy 

in po rk .office. Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 
GENERAL 

Use ond Occupancy Owned Oy Operated Gy 

United States of America National Park Service 
Mointoined ey Construc ted By Yeor [,rowing No. 

Herbert Hoover NHS Kofron 1940 
Remodeled By Yeor v•o ..,i ng No. 

2 V d IJF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE 1;q. Foot09e 1 

Original Cost Present Value No. Stories INo. ~ooms j Bose~e~~ 
Over oil Basement I ht Floor I 2nd :~~or 

$ $ :<.oo:~ 1 493 --- 493 
5. CONSTRUCTION 

Construction Type · Foundation Wells, Exterior Wells, Interior Floor 

-~W...:.o~o~d.......;;F~r~a~m~e.::_ _ ___J1....:.C...:.o~n~c~r...:e~t~e=--- -'-----=B~o~a~r~d~s:._ ___ J.._~U~n~f~i~n~i~s~h~e~d=---'-~C~o~n~c~r~e~t=-----'W~o~o=d Shingles 

Wells 

Unfinished 

Vloter 

No 

Plumbing 

None 

Electric 

No 

Healing 

None 

6. INTERIOR FINISH 

Floors 

Unfinished 
Ceilings 

Unfinished 
7. UTILITIES 

Gos Sewer 

No No 
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 

Fuel 

NOne 
Electric 

None 

Telephone 

No 

cl Water 

None 

Trim 

Unfinished 

Other 

9. EXISTING CONDITION (/ndlcote Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor . If New Building L~ov• Blank) 
As of (Date) Structural Me choni col Ge n.-,rel Sto te of ?.,. ;.oir 

10/23/74 Good Good ----...----------'------------..__ __ _;_ ________ _ 
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment 

No. Hydronh Size Distance Mechanical Hand j')ther 
8" I ____ l __ __,_ __ __,_ __ 4_5_0 ___ ...._ ___ N_o_n~ _____ __,__...:.N...:oc.;;n;;..;e;.._ _ _____ . _______ _ 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x l0½• photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x l0}i sr.ee, ~ . /..ttoch t:.. ;.··.otc;roph: 
Name of pork, location In pork, end name ond n umber of building . 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furni sh legible sketch on separate sheet includi r.g o ver•otl dimensions, norr.es ,:•.~ s ::es :.f •,;.-:;-,:s, s:ole. 
end dote drown. Use double fi ne lo indlcote wol fs of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pert/ment data to complete record) 

1. HEHO acquired 7/69 
2. Painted 1973 
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet 
4. Will eventually be removed - not historic 
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Bldg. No. 59 - I. Miles Farm Chicken House
Park General 
Southeast Elevation 
Photo: 11/21/74
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» = i,rtr 1C-768 
(R.v. 8/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA
Prspare in duplicate. Send original to Regional Office. Retoin one copy 
in pork^office.

Building Name iibidg. No.Guard House (Graveslte) 61
.ocatlon in Park
Park General

Park, Monument, Etc,

Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
1. GENERAL

Use and Occupancy
None

Owned By
United States of America

Operoted By
National Park Service

Maintained By
Herbert Hoover NHS

Constructed By Yeor

Remodeled By Year

Drawing No,

Drawing No.

2. ViU !JF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE fSq. Footage)
Original Cost 
$

Present Value
$ >55.^

No. Stories
1

No. Rooms
1

Basement Overall

25
Bosement 1st Floor

25
2nd Floor

5. CONSTRUCTION
Construction Type
Wood Frame

Foundation

Cement
Walls, Exterior

Boards
Walls, Interior
Boards

Floor

Cenent
Roof

Tin
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls

Paint
Floors

Unfinished
7. UTILITIES

Ceilings

Paint
Tfim

Paint
Water

No
Electric

Yes
Gas

No
Sewer ,

No
fo^hone

I M f* A A ASM

Other

8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT
Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot V/otor Other

None None None Lights None

As of (Date)
10/23/74

Structural

Good
Mechoni col

Good
General Stote of Repoir

Good
10. FIRE PROTECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants Size Distance Mechanical Hand Other
1

n DLi^^T/-^4^n A r>

8" 1125
_t _L O .. 1 Al/ ■ 1

None None
rriw I rumisnox ivn pnoTogrophs or smaller photoiName of porlc, location in paric, and name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on seporate sheet including over-oil dimensions, names end siies cf root's, scole 
ond date drown. Use double line to indicate walls of building.

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertfment data to complete record)

1. HEHO acquired 7/1/71
2. Painted 1973
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet

Peered By , ^

/ / /

Dote

As-/

jOote

-/ c ..,,rr 1 C-768 
• / CR•'"· ~/ 64) U .S. D( PARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING r-AT .A 
Prepare In ·duplicate . Send original ta Reglonol Office. Retain one copy 

Buildin9 Nome 
Guard House (Gravesite) 

~ocotlon in Pork 

Park- General 
Park, Monument, Etc. 

1!::ldg. No. I 61 

in parlc_offlce. Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

Use and Occupancy 
one 

Maintained By 
Herbert Hoover NHS 

Remodeled By 

2. V 
Original Cost 
$ 

Construction Type 

Wood Frame 

Walls 

Paint 

Water 

No 

Plumbing 

None 

I !JF 

Present Value 

s 5D.~ 

Foundation 

Cement 

Electric 

Yes 

Heating 

None 

l. GENERA L 

Owned By 
United States of America 

Constructed By 

3. TYPE 
No. Stories 

to. 
Rooms 

IBose:~n~ 
Overall 

1 1 25 
S. CONSTRUCTION 

Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior 

Boards Boards 
6. INTERIOR FINISH 

Floors 

Unfinish~d 
Ceilings 

Paint 

Gos 

No 

7. UTILITIES 

Sewer 

No 
8. MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT 

Fuel 

None 
Electric 

Li hts 

Operated ey 
National Park Service 

Year Drawing No . 

Yeor Drawing No. 

4. SIZE (5q . Footo9r) 

Basemen t 11st Floc,r 

--- 25 

Floor Roof 

Cement Tim 

Trim 

Paint 

12nd:~:or 

ot Viator 

None 
Otiier 

9. EXISTING CONDITION (Indicate Excellent, Good, Fair, Poor - If New Building Leave 8/onlt.J 
A$ of (Dote} Structural Mechan ical General State of Repair 

10/23/74 Good ___________ ..,_ __ _ 
10. FIRE PROTECTION 

No. Hydrants 

1 
Siu 

8" 
Distance 

1125 
Mechanical 

None 

Good 
Extinguis h ;ng Equ ipment 

Hand 

None 

Good 

Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. Furnish 8 x 10½• photographs or smaller photographs mounted on 8 x 10 2 sheets . Attach t,;, ~notogroph: Nome of park, location In pork, and name and number of building. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. furnish legi ble sketch on separate sheet including over-alt di r-.e n s ions, names e n ~ ~ias c.' r~or-: s, scale, and dote drown. Use doublo fine to Indicate walls of building. 

13. REMARKS (Furnish any other pertlment doto to complete record} 

1. REHO acquired 7/1/71 
2. Painted 1973 
3. Paint color: Olympic Stain - Russet 



I

-•X: 1^' j
/

■' >-- x;' :

; *

----
• ‘ ,r—.-r~t- ■ ' j!--'’’‘-.V." ;" ■■ .

». .''5ix:;:%C'*-r. . ■ V-:. -

'W-'

Bldg. No. 61 - Graveslte Guardhouse 
Park General 
Southeast Elevation 
Photo: 11/21/74
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Bldg. No. 61 - Gravesite 
Park General 
Southeast Elevation 
Photo: 11/21/74 
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. 1C-768
(R.v. B/64) U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING DATA

Prepore in duplicote. Send original to Regional Office. Retain one copy 
(n pork,office.

Building Nome
Bandstand and Platform

eidg. No 
66

Location in Park
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site
Pork, Monument, Etc.
Park General

1. GENERAL

Use ond Occupancy
Interpretive Activities
Maintained Ey
Herbert Hoover NHS

Owned By
United States of America

Constructed By
NPS w/Paulson Const. Co.

Remodeled By

Operoted by
National Park Service

Year

1974
Year

Drowing No.

Drowlng No.

9 VA! IlF 3. TYPE 4. SIZE

Original Cost 
$ 21,000.00

Present Value
$ ^(000.0®

No. Stories
1

No. Rooms
1

Basement Overall Bosement
I latform 

426 HI

Construction Type Foundation Walls, Exterior Wolls, Interior F loor Roof

Wood Prflme Wood — Wood Wood Shineles.
6. INTERIOR FINISH

Walls Floors Cei lings Trim

___ Wood ■ Paint Paint
7. UTILITIES

V.'oter Electric Gas Sewer Telephone Other

No No No ' No No

Plumbing Heating Fuel Electric Hot Woter Other

None None None None None ----------- -—

As of (Dote)

10/9T/74

Structurol

F.vr ent

Mechani cal General Stole of Pepoir

Excel 1ent
10. FIRE PROT ECTION Extinguishing Equipment

No. Hydrants

1

Size
8"

Distonce

200

Mechanical

None ,

Hand

None

Other

rnu I uor\Mr no. r «••••»'• a*. .*#,4 —7 V -i j-Nome of pork, locotion in park, end name and number of building.

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legible sketch on separate sheet including over-oil dimensions, nomes end sizes of rooms, sc 
and dote drawn. Use double fine to indicate walls of building. _______

13. REMARKS (Furnish ony other pertlment data to complete record)

1.
2.
3.
4.

5.
6.

HEHO acquired 8/74 
Located Village Green 10/74 
Painted 8/74
Paint Colors: Trim—light green

Body—cream 
Deck—grey

Portable platform 33 X 60 stored in barn @ farm
Drawings in file: William Wagner, 432-80017 and 432-80018, 1974

pored By
Date Approved By

1'U-
jCote

• 

---- • c.,,,.. lC-768 
• (Re\'. 8 / 64) U .S. DCPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

NA TIONAL PJ..RK SERVICE 

Building Nome 

Bandstand and Platform 
... oco!lo n in Pork 

l
eldg . No 

66 

INDIVIDUAL BUILDING r,AT .A 

' 
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site 

Prepore In duplicate. Send orlginol to Regional Office. Rotoln one copy 
IPork, Monument, Etc. 

In pork.office. Park General 
1. GENERAL 

Use and Occupancy Owned Oy Operated i:.y 

Interpretive Activities United States of America National Park Service 

Maintained fy 
Herbert Hoover NHS 

Remodeled By 

2. V .I IJF 

Original Cost Present Value 

s 21,000.00 $ 'A. I C>oCJ .os 
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Overoll 

1 
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Walls, Exterior Walls, Interior 
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Wood 
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Gos Sewer 

I Col lings 

Paint 
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Fuel Electric 
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1974 
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Basement ~}t~¥, latform --- 426 
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ot Water Oth er 
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1~~ 117 
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No. Hydrants Size Distance 
8" 

Mechanical Han d Other 

11. PHOTOGRAPHS. furn ish 8 x 10½" photographs or s malle r photographs mounted on 8 x 101; s heet~ . At ad, le. ., • o tos ro 

Nome of pork, location in pork, end nome and nu mb er of building. 

12. SKETCH PLAN. Furnish legib e sketch on separate sheet including over-oil d imensions, n ome, cu: ~•H, "! •o:; r-.s, sc 
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1. HEHO acquired 8/74 
2. Located Village Green 10/74 
3 . Painted 8/74 
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Deck--grey 

5. Portable platform 33 X 60 stored in barn@ farm 

6. Drawings in file: William Wagner, 432-80017 and 432-80018, 1974 

Dote Approved By 

/. /. ?J~?'L,,-?'- ~,<;A..,' 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
NPS Photo by Chari .. C. Keely, J r. 

Today some 400,000 visitors annually pass through 
the humble two-room cottage where the 31st President 
of the United States was born. This is one of several 
buildings in the Downey Street neighborhood which 
have been carefu ll y restored by the National Park 
Service. The cottage is furnished with many of the 
original pieces which belonged to Hoover's parents, 
Jesse and Hu lda, who bui It the home about 1870. 

Herbert Hoover 

National Historic Site 
West Branch, Iowa 
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National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
MPS Photo by Chorlea C. Keely, J r. 

A view down historic Downey Street, now closed to 
traffic, recreates the era of Herbert Hoover's birth a 
century ago in rural West Branch, Iowa. More than 
400,000 visitors annua I ly tour the Herbert Hoover Na
tiona I Historic Site. 

Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site 
West Branch, Iowa 
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REFERENCE NUMBER: 66000110 
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REQUEST: N 
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NPS Form 10-900-a (Rev. 8/2002) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

0MB No. 1024-0018 

National Register of Historic Places Continuation Sheet 

(Expires 1-31-2009) 

Name of Property 

County and State 

Section number __ _ Page __ _ Name of multiple property listing (ii applicable) 

SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD 
NRIS Reference Number: 660000110 and 13000594 

Property Name:Herbert Hoover National Historic Site (Additional Documentation and Bot01dary 

Increase) 

County: Cedar State: IOWA 

Multiple Name: 

This property is listed in the National Register of Historic Places in accordance with the attached 

nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusions, or amendments, notwithstanding 

the National 

Park Service certification included in the nomination documentation. 

Amended Items in Nomination: 

_In Section 8 of the National Reg is ter of Historic Places nominat io n the period of significance has been changed to 

better reflect current documentation of the resource. The Staff and Region of the Herbert Hoover National Historic 

Site have been notified of the change. The staff had not had time to adequately document the National Park Service's 

operation ofthe site, therefore the period of significance will stop in 1970. The visitor's center in Section 7 on page 6 

will be stay non-contributing, as will the two maintenance buildings also mentioned in section 7 page 6 (c. J 946) as 

these are within the National Park Service's maintenance area that is separated from the main museum grounds and as 

mentioned before have not been adeq uately documented. 

1n Section 7 page 6 of the National Register of Historic Places the nomination form has been changed from 

non-contributing to contributing for the picnic shelter ( c. I 966). This has been confirmed with the Park and the 

Regional office. The picnic shelter and other shelter dedicated by the Boy Scouts are both part of the same mission 

and conservation plan and contribute and are eligible to the National Register. 

In Section 7 page 6 of the National Register of Historic Places nomination fom1 has been changed from 

non-contributing to contributing for the Barn/storage shed (1952). Constructed ofrecycled materials from other 

buildings on the property and is located within the area of the museum complex. Similar to other buildings with the 

museum complex the Barn/storage shed contributes to the historic district and is eligible to the National Register. 



National Register of Historic Places 
Memo to File 
 

Correspondence 
The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes 
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of 
Historic Places received associated with the property. 
Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of 
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the 
property. 
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Herbert Hoover
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE • IOWA

The great advances have not been brought about 
by mediocre men and women. They were 

brought about by distinctly uncommon people 
with vital sparks of leadership. Many of 

the great leaders were, it is true, of humble 
origin, but that alone was 

not their greatness.

- Herbert Hoover

«6f*0 t974-M3^27/60

FOR YOUR SAFETY, PLEASE STAY ALERT IF 
YOU NEED HELP. ASK A RANGER.

National Park Service

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Herbert Hoover, world-renowned engineer, hu
manitarian, and 31st President of the United 
States, was born in a simple two-room cottage on 
this site in the village of West Branch, Iowa, on 
August 10,1874. Although he spent only the first 
10 years of his life here, these years on the banks 
of theWapsinonoc (an Indian term meaning "sweet 
water") left an indelible impression upon this man 
whose life of public service took him to aii parts of 
the world and won for him distinction everywhere. 
His life at West Branch, Hoover recalled, was "filled 
with adventure and great undertakings, with par
ticipation in good and comforting things."

"Bertie," as he was then affectionately called, was 
the second of three children born to Jesse and 
Hulda Hoover. The family was Quaker and the 
source of the principles that guided Hoover's iife 
—honesty, loyalty, hard work, cooperation, and 
generosity. Jesse Hoover, a blacksmith, died from 
pneumonia in 1880, at the age of 34. His wife died 
from typhoid fever 3 years later and the orphaned 
Hoover children went to live with relatives. Herbert 
moved in with an uncle, Allan Hoover, on the uncle's 
farm just northeast of West Branch.

At age 11, Herbert Journeyed to Newberg, Ore., to 
live with another uncle. Dr. H. John Minthorn. At 
17 he entered the engineering school of the newly 
opened Stanford University, where he showed a 
marked aptitude for mathematics. He graduated

with a bachelor of arts degree in geology in May 
1895. After working several months in the Cali
fornia goid mines, he became a mining engineer in 
Colorado and then served on the staff of a leading 
mining engineer in San Francisco.

In 1897 Hoover joined the international British 
firm of Bewick, Moreing and Company as chief of 
mining operations in western Austraiia. A year 
later, he accepted a position with the Chinese 
Engineering and Mining Company, which sent him 
to Peking in March 1899. (Before going to China, 
he married Lou Henry, whom he had met at 
Stanford.) The Boxer Rebellion broke out shortly 
after the Hoovers' arrival in China, and it was 
during this conflict that Hoover received his first 
taste of war and reiief experience, doing humani
tarian work among the refugees. Late in 1901 — 
after the rebellion ended—he returned to the 
United States as a junior partner with Bewick, 
Moreing and Company, whose world-wide inter
ests kept him constantiy on the move. "I circled 
the globe five times" while working for them, he 
later wrote. He was with the firm 7 years.

With the outbreak of World War I, Hoover (who 
was then living in England) headed the American 
Relief Committee in London, which aided Ameri
cans stranded in Europe. Later he headed the 
Commission for the Relief of Belgium. In 1917 he 
was appointed food administrator of the United 
States to provide food for the allies in the war and 
to control domestic production and distribution. 
This mission later merged into another when, after 
the Armistice in 1918, he was appointed Director- 
General of the Relief and Reconstruction of 
Europe. He held this post untii August 1919. Subse
quently, Hoover organized the volunteer American 
Relief Administration, which continued reiief until 
July 1923. His work during World War I brought 
food to millions of hungry people in more than 
33 nations.

In 1921 President Warren G. Harding appointed 
Hoover Secretary of Commerce, a post he held for 
more than 7 years under two Presidents. Under 
Hoover the activities of the Commerce Depart
ment were expanded, particularly in the field of 
foreign trade and communications. When Presi
dent Calvin Coolidge refused to seek renomination 
in 1927, Hoover became the Repubiican Party's 
ieading candidate. He was nominated overwhelm
ingly and subsequently defeated his Democratic 
rival. New York's Gov. Alfred E. Smith, by the largest 
popular and electoral vote that any President had 
received up to that time.

Hoover's administration had many notable accom
plishments, including the signing of the London 
Naval Treaty, the inauguration of the noninterven
tion poiicy in Latin America, reforms of the criminal 
procedure for Federal courts, bankruptcy legisla
tion, creation of the Federal Power Commission, 
new banking laws, regulation of stock speculation 
and securities promotion, expansion of the im
provement of waterways, and the conservation of 
oil and other natural resources. The Reconstruc
tion Finance Corporation was created, as were 
home loan banks and a new agricultural credit

system to help farmers. Hoover was influential in 
the convening of a world economic conference to 
reduce trade barriers and stabilize worid currency.

On October 29, 1929, the stock market crashed, 
triggering an economic depression that did not 
fully end until World War II. Hoover hoped to re
lieve the distress by a policy of indirect Govern
ment assistance to the masses of unemployed. But 
despite these efforts, his popularity evaporated. 
Though renominated on the first ballot at the 1932 
Republican convention. Hoover lost the election to 
the Democratic nominee. Gov. Franklin D. 
Roosevelt of New York. After Roosevelt's inaugu
ration, Hoover retired to his home in California. 
He devoted much of his time to the Hoover Insti
tution on War, Revolution and Peace, once describ
ing it succintiy:

Here are the documents which record the suffer
ing, the seif-deniai, the devotion, the heroic deeds 
of men. Sureiy from these records there can be 
help to mankind in its confusions and perplexities, 
and its yearnings for peace.

The purpose of this institution is to preserve the 
American way of life and to promote peace. Its 
records stand as a challenge to those who would 
destroy the freedom in America and who would 
promote war.

But Hoover's public service was not finished. In 
1946, President Harry S Truman asked him to 
study food suppiies and make recommendations 
for averting a post-World War II famine—a task 
that took him to 39 countries. In 1947, Hoover was 
appointed head of a commission to investigate 
and make recommendations for improving the 
organization of the Executive Branch of the Federal 
Government. Congress enacted into law many of 
the commission's recommendations.

President Dwight D. Eisenhower created a second 
commission in 1953, and Hoover again served as 
chairman. After 8 years, and the work of the 
commissions ended. Hoover finally retired from 
public iife on June 30, 1955. He died on October 
20,1964, and was buried on a hiiiside overlooking 
his birthplace in West Branch. A few days after his 
burial on October 25, the body of Mrs. Hoover 
(who had died in New York in 1944) was reinterred 
here.

ADMINISTRATION
Herbert Hoover National Historic Site is adminis
tered by the National Park Service, U.S. Depart
ment of the Interior. A superintendent, whose 
address is Box 607, West Branch. lA 52358, is 
in immediate charge.

As the Nation's principal conservation agency, the 
Department of the Interior has basic responsibili
ties to protect and conserve our land and water, 
energy and minerals, fish and wildlife, park and 
recreation areas, and for the wise use of all those 
resources. The Department also has a major 
responsibility for American Indian reservation 
communities and for people who live in Island 
Territories under U.S. administration.
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Herbert Hoover's birthplace was designated a 
national historic site on August 12. 1965. It is 
located on Downey Street in West Branch, less 
than 1 mile north of Int. 80.

The park contains three separate areas that to
gether memorialize the life of Herbert Hoover. The 
portion of the village of West Branch immedF 
ately adjacent to and including the birthplace 
cottage and blacksmith shop is undergoing res
toration. When complete it will faithfully recall the 
small, late 19th-century midwestern village from 
which Hoover came. The Presidential Library, ad
ministered by the National Archives and Records 
Service, represents his years as a public servant 
and stands near the historic village. The gravesite 
is the third of the areas.

B D
Poplar Trace /Vo Vehicles

Parking

Parkin

srk Hoover
about 1870. the little two-room birthplace cottage, 
now restored and refurnished, stands on its 
original site not far from Wapsinonoc Creek's 
west branch, from which the town drew its name. 
The Hoovers lived in the house until 1879, when 
Jesse Hoover sold both it and the blacksmith shop 
and moved his family into a larger dwelling farther 
south on Downey Street. When the birthplace 
cottage was restored to its 1870 appearance in 
1939, as much as possible of the original furniture 
belonging to Jesse and Hulda Hoover was acquired 
for the house.

Quaker Meetinghouse. During his years in West 
Branch, Herbert Hoover attended meetings here 
with his parents. In fact, his mother often spoke 
before the congregation that worshipped in the 
building. Neglected for many years, the meeting
house was purchased by the people of West 
Branch in 1964 and presented to the Herbert 
Hoover Birthplace Foundation. In 1964-65, after 
being moved to its present location on the east 
side of Downey Street opposite the Presidential 
Library and southeast of the birthplace cottage, 
the meetinghouse was restored to its near original 
appearance.

Herbert Hoover Presidential Library. The library 
faces Downey Street and houses the large collec
tion of papers accumulated by Hoover during his 
many years of public service. It also holds his 
collection of books and objects associated with his 
long, distinguished career. Many items are on 
display in exhibit areas. A 180-seat auditorium 
occupies one wing of the building. The library was 
built by the Herbert Hoover Birthplace Foundation. 
The gift of the buildings and grounds by the foun
dation to the Nation was accepted August 10, 
1964. An admission fee is charged.

Blacksmith Shop. Near the birthplace cottage is a 
well-executed replica of Jesse Hoover's blacksmith 
shop. It houses an extensive collection of contem
porary tools and other objects.

Graves of President and Mrs. Hoover. On a hillside 
about 'h mile southwest of the birthplace cabin are 
the graves of President and Mrs. Hoover. Land
scaping provides a circular setting for the flat, 
white marble gravestones, with a view down the 
long mall to the birthplace.
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IN REPLY REFER TO:

United States Department of the Inteript
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

MIDWEST REGION 
1709 JACKSON STREET 

OMAHA, NEBRASKA 6SI02
H3U MWR PH

iWAY 13 1976

Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Professional Services, WASO 
To Attention of: *i Assistant Director, Park Historic

1 P-TPSpryati nn

From: Regional Director, Midwest Region

Subject: National Register Forms, Herbert Hoover National
Historic Site
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We are enclosing Forms 10-306, National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory/Nomination Forms, for Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site, a historical area of the National Park System 
already listed in the National Register. Because the signifi
cance of the property has been determined in the past, and 
in accordance with instructions, we have provided an informa
tional copy only to the State Historic Preservation Officer, 
but have not sought his signature or review by the State 
Board. Additionally, because of the incorporation of the 
Presidential Library in the property, we have provided an 
informational copy of the forms to the Federal Representative 
of the General Services Administration.

Please note that the nomination includes only those portions 
of the National Historic Site that meet the National Register 
criteria.
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Regional Director

Enclosure

cc:
Manager, Denver Service Center

Attention: Chief, Historic Preservation
Division w/c enc.
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MA'f 13 1976 

Memorandum 

To : Associate Director , Professional Services, WASO 
To Attention of : 1Assistant Director, Park Historic 

_Preservation 

From: Regional Director, Midwest Region 

Subject: National Register Forms , Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site -- --

We are enclosing Forms 10- 306, National Register of Historic 
Places Inventory/Nomination Forms, for Herbert Hoover National 
Historic Site, a historical area of the National Park System 
already listed in the National Register . Because the signifi
cance of the property has been determined in the past , and 
in accordance with instructions, we have provided an informa
tional copy only to the State Historic Preservation Officer, 
but have not sought his signature or review by the State 
Board. Additionally, because of the incorporation of the 
Presidential Library in the property, we have provided an 
informational copy of the forms to the Federal Representative 
of the General Services Administration . 

Please note that the nomination includes only those portions 
of the National Historic Site that meet the National Register 
criteria . 
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Advisory 

Council On 
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Preservation

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington D.C. 
20005

MOV og197fe
Mr. Merrill D. Beal 
Regional Director
National Park Service-Midwest Region 
1709 Jackson Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102
Dear Mr. Beal:
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On November 3, 1978, the Council received a determination 
from the National Park Service that the proposed removal of 
trees and shrubs, pedestrian bridge, flagstone and concrete 
walkways, and fences would not adversely affect the Herbert 
Hoover National Histoy^jp Cedar County, Iowa, a property
Included in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Executive Director does not object to your determination.

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, should 
be included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 
1320).

Your continued cooperation is appreciated.

Sincerely,

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Compliance
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Advisory 
Council On 
Historic 
Preservation 

1522 K Street NW. 
Washington O.C. 
20005 

NOVO 8 1918 
Mr. Merrill D. Beal 
Regional Director 
National Park Service-Midwest Region 
1709 Jackson Street 
Omaha, Nebraska 68102 

Dear Mr. Beal: 

On November 3, 1978, the Council received a determination 
from .the National Park Service that the proposed removal of 
trees and shrubs, pedestrian bridge, flagstone and concrete 
walkways, and fences would not adversely affect the ijerbert 
Hogyer National Historic SM0

, Cedar County, Iowa, a property 
included in the National Register of Historic Places. The 
Executive Director does not object to your determination. 

A copy of your determination of no adverse effect, along 
with supporting documentation and this concurrence, should 
be included in any assessment or statement prepared for this 
undertaking in compliance with the National Environmental 
Policy Act and should be kept in your records as evidence 
of your compliance with section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470f, as amended, 90 Stat. 
1320). 

Your continued cooperation is appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Myra F. Harrison 
Assistant Director 
Office of Review 

and Com~liance 



United States Department of the Interior

IN REPLY REFER TO:
LT019 MWR(PPH)

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MIDWEST REGION 

1709 JACKSON STREET 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102

Li: 137S

Memorandum

To: Associate Director, Management and Operations, WASO
To Attention of: Chief, Cultural Resources Management Division

From: Regional Director, Midwest Region

Subject: Additions to National Register Nomination Forms, Herbert Hoover
National Historic Site

Enclosed please find Forms 10-306, National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory/Nomination Forms, related correspondence, and additions for Herbert 
Hoover National Historic Site. Following comments and instructions by Kate 
Cole of the National Register staff we have added photographs of all historic 
structiores (excluding HS-42, the statue of Isis and HS-43, the Iowa award 
plaques); copies of material relating to non-historic buildings within Park 
boundaries, not merely historic district boundaries, which are maintained 
by the Park Service; and two additional maps pinpointing exact locations of 
the historic structures. It should be noted that there is a farm complex 
within the Park boundaries which is held in scenic easement. Because the 
farm is not operated by the Park Service nor owned outright we have not 
included any material relating to it nor have we included it within the 
historic district boundaries. We hope this additional information will 
satisfy the needs of the National Register and have sent copies to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and to the Federal Representative of the 
General Services Administration.

' .;v>Regional Director

Enclosures

cc:

—CL„

CO

, (f 1

•O' m

Manager, Denver Service Center
Attention: Chief, Historic Preservation Division

Manager, Denver Service Center
Attention: Assistant Manager, Midwest/Rocky Mountain Team
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•• j ~ 

United States Department of the Interior 

(N REPLY REFER TO: 

17019 MWR(PPH) 

Memorandum 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
MIDWEST REGIO N 

1709 JACKSON STREET 
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102 

To: Associate Director , Management and Operations, WASO 
To Attention of: Chief, Cultural Resources Management Division .. 

From : Regional Director, Midwest Region 

Subject: Additions to National Register Nomination Forms, Herbert Hoover 
National Historic Site 

Enclosed please find Forms 10- 306, National Register of Historic Places 
Inventory/Nomination Forms , related correspondence, and additions for Herbert 
Hoover National Historic Site. Following comments and instructions by Kate 
Cole of the National Register staff we have added photographs of all historic 
structures (excluding HS- 42 , the statue of Isis and HS-43, the Iowa award 
plaques) ; copies of material relating to non-historic buildings within Park 
boundaries , not merely historic district boundaries, which are maintained 
by the Park Service; and two additional maps pinpointing exact locations of 
the historic structures . It should be noted that there is a farm complex 
within the Park boundaries which is held in scenic easement. Because the 
farm is not operated by the Park Service nor owned outright we have not 
included any material relating to it nor have we included it within the 
historic district boundaries . We hope this additional information will 
satisfy the needs of the National Register and have sent copies to the State 
Historic Preservation Officer and to the Federal Representative of the 
General Services Administration . ~ 

Enclosures 

cc: 
Manager , Denver Service Center 

Attention: Chief, Historic Preservation Division 
Manager, Denver Service Center 

Attention : Assistant Manager , Midwest/Rocky Mountain Team 
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