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1. Name of Property 
historic name Tucker Farm ( p r e f e r r e d ) H i s t o r i c D i s t r i c t 
ottier names/site number G i d l e y F a r m 

2. Location 
street & number 1178 T u c k e r Road not for publication 

city, town D a r t m o u t h vicinity 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county B r i s t o l code 005 zip code 02747 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

\~X\ private 

I I public-local 

I I public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

I I building(s) 

5 n district 

I I site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Noncontributing Contributing 

. buildings 

.sites 

. structures 

. objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing: 

N/A 
Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register p 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In niy opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official Date 
Executive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission; 
State or Federal agency and bureau S t a t e H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n O f f i c e r 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

entered in the National Register. 

See continuation sheet, 

n determined eligible for the National 

Register. Q See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register, 
n other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Function or Use Tucker Farm, Dartmouth, Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/single" dwelling 
Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbuilding 
Agriculture/Subsistence/animal facility 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
D o m e s t i c / s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbuilBii^ 
Agriculture/Subsistence/animal facility ' 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Colonial-Georgian 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation 
walls 

stone 
wood-shingle 

Early Republic-Federal 
roof _ 
other. 

asphalt 

Descrit>e present and historic physical appearance. 
Ihe Tuckei Faim, Daitmouth, is piesently a 148-acie tiact of land located in 
ttie noithein pait of the Town of Daitmouth. Ttie present faim luns from Ibckei 
Road (on the east) to just beyond the Paskamansett Rivei (on the west). Ihe 
farm is tx)unded on the nozth by a canpgzound and to the south axe ttie giovmds 
of the Fx lends Acadeoiy, a local day school that was oxiginated by the (Xiakexs 
in New Bedford. 

Fifty-seven acies aie included i n the piesent nomination; defined by a systan 
of stone walls, they reflect the continued agricultural usage of the land by 
the Tucker family. Excluded from the nomination, but s t i l l in the possession 
of descendants of Henry lUcker, are ninety-ttiree acres of secondary growth 
(now protected as the Dartmouth Natural Resource Trust) that extend just 
beyond the Paskamansett River, as well as a 2 1/2-acre pond. 

The farm grounds slope gently downward from Tucker Road toward the river bed. 
Stone walls separate the property from the road, as well as defining the 
fields themselves. Most of the acreage included i n the nomination is ccoposed 
of approximately forty-ttiree acres of fields (some are under 
cu l t i v a t i o n — a l f a l f a , iiay, and winter rye—and the remainder is pasture). I t 
is likely that the farm historically saw cultivation of the same crops. A 
twelve-acre residential and barnyard area is located just off Hickex Road. 

A lane traverses the property, s t a r t i r ^ at TUcker Road where i t is asptialt 
paved as far as the residential enclave. I t then becooes a d i r t lane nearly 
to ttie pond that lies just beyond the bounds of this nomination. (The lane 
then becomes a narrow t r a i l through the woods, across the Paskamansett River 
on a granite stone bridge, to the westernmost boundary of the family's 
property.) This lane is believed to have been part of an early Indian t r a i l 
that ran from wiiat we now call Plymouth to Newport. Remnants of ttiat t r a i l 
axe now Hathaway Road, Tucker Road, and Old Westport Road. 

The residential enclave consists of two houses, ca. 1720 and ca. 1809, a baza, 
a carriage house/shed, and two other small outbuildings. Descriptions of a l l 
follow. 

fx] See continuatkxi sheet 
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Ca. 1720 House 

The ca. 1720 house is a 2 1/2-stoiy, gable roofed residence, ttuee-bays-wide 
and two-bays-deep with an e l l , facing south onto the lane that traverses the 
Hickex Farm. I t is believed to have once adjoined a stone house, of which 
only the e l l (descrilaed below) survives. The ca. 1720 house was built in 
front of and perhaps as an addition to the smaller stone house of Henry 
Hicker. The building is of wooden construction with a stone foundation. 
Presently the building's exterior fabric is weathered cedar shingles with 
narrow cornerboards with beaded edge, and sinple boxed roof cornice with 
narrow frieze and no gutters. Ihe front facade (south) contains the offset 
front entry protected by a simply braced small shed roof. The windows have 
thick, rectai^ular casings, s i l l s , and splayed l i n t e l s ; they are 12/12 sash, 
mostly replacements. Window placement is regular and balanced except on the 
west facade. Attic windows are smaller in size, 6/6, but otherwise similar to 
the rest of the tiouse. 4 
Ihere is a 1 1/2-story e l l on the rear (north) of the house. Ihi s e l l , which 
houses the kitchen, was erected ca. 1760 when the remains of the original 
stone house were danolished; the e l l is believed to stand upon the site of the 
stone house although i t does not necessarily represent the dimensions of the 
stone house. Ihe e l l is gable roofed, covered with natural cedar shingles 
with trim and windows matching the main house. A l l roofs axe covexed with 
asphalt shingles. 

Ihe inteiiox of the house is marked by early construction and finish 
tectuiiques. The cellar reveals the post and beam construction with transverse 
sunmer beams. Ihe foundation's north wall includes an area believed to be 
conposed of stone from the old stone house, as mortar found on these stones 
incorporated ground sea shells instead of commercial lime. In the a t t i c are 
tiand-hewn roof rafters, numbered with Roman numerals, joined with trenails, 
stiffened with similarly hewn, numbered, and joined cellar ties. Roof boards 
are a f u l l one inch thick, random width, some with bark merely removed fioni 
the edge presenting an irregular surface, others sawn straight. The exposed 
sheathing on the side of the house in the a t t i c is similar to the roof boards 
and applied vertically. 

Ihe finished rooms in the f i r s t two floors typically have gunstock corner 
posts, boxed ceiling beams with beaded corners, wainscotting, and paneling of 
feather-edged boards. Doors are generally four-panel. Ihe large chimney at 
the western end of the large f i r s t and second floor rooms serves as a 
fireplace and oven on the f i r s t floor and a fireplace on the second. 

continued 
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Ca. 1809 House 
Diagonally across the lane from the ca. 1720 house, and facing I\icker Road, 
although atxDut 200 feet from i t , is a five-bay Federal-style residence. I t 
was originally constructed ca. 1809 as a half Federal with side entry but 
quickly increased to a f u l l Federal and, as the century progressed, added to 
in the rear, as a small e l l was enlarged several tinaes. (Ihe latter now 
contains a dining room, kitchen, enclosed porch, and upstairs bedrooms.) 

At the time of i t s construction in 1809, this 2 1/2-story house had a "conmon 
room" on the f i r s t floor, located at the back, which ran the width of the 
house. Ihis room was heated by a large fireplace that connected to a 
substantial central stone chimney base in the cellar. In the front of the 
house was the parlor, on the northeast corner, heated tjy another fireplace 
opening from the central chimney. The front door of the house was on the 
southeast corner, and opened onto a hall leading back to the canmon room. 

The second floor was reached by a staircase from the h a l l , three rooms were 
above the two f i r s t floor rooms. Two had fireplaces. A small stairwell ran 
from the large back room to the a t t i c , which was unfinished except for a rough 
floor and two windows. 

1830 addition 
Ihe f i r s t addition to the original structure occurred in 1830. This addition 
was on the south front side of the original building and expanded i t s three 
bays to a f u l l five bays. A room was bui l t on the other side of the front 
door, with a second floor room, and an att i c that joined the original attic 
above that. Only two-bays-deep, however, the 1830 addition extends only to 
the ridge line of the original structure. 

Ca. 1861 addition 
I t is believed that a second addition was added in 1861 or 1862. This 
addition was in back of the early main room, included another smaller chimney 
on i t s west end, and was possibly used as a kitchen. 

Ca. 1882 addition 
Ihe third and last addition to the main house, made ca. 1882, was located 
directly behind the ca. 1861 addition and was a room that became the kitchen, 
with the earlier addition becomir^ the dining room. 

continued 
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The ca. 1809 House Today 
Ihe house's nain facade (east) is a carefully balanced 2 1/2-story Federal 
building, clad with weathered cedar shingles, triamed with narrow cornerboards 
and a sinple, boxed roof cornice with narrow frieze. Ihe 6/6 windows have 
thick casings topped with splayed l i n t e l s , enhanced with exterior shutters. 
Ihe six-panel front door (two sniall upper lights) is flanked by engaged 
pilasters supporting a f l a t entablature with dentil work. Except for the 
chimney placement, the facade is well-balanced. (Ihe north chimney was taken 
down and re-built, much smaller, in 1896.) 

Ihe building's south facade clearly delineates the original size of tlie house, 
for the rear slope of the gable roof was not included in the addition to the 
main house; instead, on the addition (southern portion of the main building), 
the exterior wall drops straight down from the roof's peak. Beside i t is the 
expected rear section of the gable roof on the original main house, a f u l l 
2 1/2 stories, with 6/6 windows (with splayed l i n t e l s ) , rake boards, and just 
above the long ell ' s intersecting gable roof, the roof cornice and part of tiie 
cornerboards duplicating those on the house's front. 

Ihe lor^ e l l , also wood frame with gable roof (which intersects the main 
house at the house's cornice li n e ) , consists of at least two separate 
nineteenth-century additions, which were added as time and circumstances 
permitted. Continuing the painted, sinple trim and weathering shingles of the 
main house, the e l l exhibits some varying window placement and style, most 
being 6/6 with f l a t casings and squared l i n t e l s . There are, too, 8/8 modern 
windows at the very rear (west end) where there is also a modern brick 
exterior chimney. The south side of the e l l , where the ground slope requires 
f u l l exposure of the mortar and stone cellar walls, has a small greenhouse 
attached as well as a cellar entrance. 

On the north facade of the building one can again clearly see the lines of the 
original main house with sinple cornerboards and rake boards, with 6/6 windows 
with thick casir^s and splayed l i n t e l s . On this facade there is a full-width, 
one-story porch, now enclosed, added in the nineteenth century. 

House Interior Today 
The interior of the building exhibits the materials and detail predicted by 
i t s exterior. I t is largely original with simple detail. The rooms are 
relatively small with f l a t finished ceilings, wooden floors, and painted or 
papered walls often atxjve wide board wainscotting. The front entry opens into 

cont inued 
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a hall/foyer that contains the handsome stairway to the second floor as well 
as entrances to the rooms to the right and l e f t and, through the h a l l , to the 
rear rooms. 

The e l l contains a second floor, reached tx)th through the main house and 
through a separate unit of stairs within the e l l . These upper rooms are at a 
different level from the main house's second floor, and are smaller and quite 
sinple in trim. The main floor of the e l l contains a wainscotted dining room 
and to i t s rear a spacious and modern kitchen. 

The cellar of the house, with foundation walls of stone, runs under the entire 
structure except for the porch. I t provides anple evidence of post and beam 
construction, in good condition. There is, too, a double s i l l at the junction 
of the main house and the beginning of the e l l , strongly suggesting the point 
of one addition. The main house's a t t i c offers further evidence of the age of; 
the building with random wide board sheathing and roof boards. I t also ' 
provides evidence of the original chimney with patches in flooring, roof \ 
boards, and cut-outs in roof rafters and collar ties. 

As with the 1720 house, this building is in excellent condition, with obvious 
concern evidenced by the owners for maintaining i t s historic character and 
minimizing the impact of necessary modern u t i l i t i e s , cooking, and sanitary 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

Ihis house has a painted picket fence with cap r a i l running from i t s 
northeastern corner along the lane/driveway to I\icker Road. 

Barn and Outbuildings 
Ihe residential enclave includes a barn and several outbuildings. A l l are 
wood frame, with gable roof, weathered cedar shingle siding, and asphalt 
shingle roofs, matching the two residences. Ihe barn, ca. 1850, was bu i l t to 
replace an earllex bain. Oxiginally a dairy barn, the building is now used as 
a horse barn with hay l o f t above. Horse stalls now take the place of the 
former cow stanchions. Next to the barn (on i t s east side) is a sma 11 
shingled shop/shed of modern construction. Just to the east of that is the 
carriage house/garage, a somewhat ramblir^ one-story-plus wooden building, 
built ca. 1800, of post and beam construction with random-width board 
sheathing/siding. Across the circular drive area, just west of the 1809 
house, is a shed, of similar construction to the carriage house, which, in 
part at least, was once a milk shed. To the north of the 1720 house, perhaps 
one hundred yards, is a relatively modern chicken coop/shed, no longer used. 

continued 



m i»M»« OMB Aeen»m wo i(u««ii 

United states Department of the Interior ' ' 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Hicker Farm 
Section number ̂ _ L _ Page _ _ L _ Dartmouth, Massachusetts 

On the property, there are also poured concrete foundations, ca. 1940, located 
near Tucker Road to the southeast of the 1809 house. Ihese foundations were 
for greenhouses ttiat were never b u i l t ; they are now obscured by brush and 
trees and are considered noncontributing. 

Arctiaeological Description 
While no prehistoric sites are currently recorded on the property, i t is 
highly likely that sites are present. IWo sites have been reported within the 
general area (within one mile). Ihe physical characteristics of the property, 
broad terraces adjacent to the Paskamansett River and i t s wetlands yet close 
to the coast, would have made this an attractive area for native settlement 
and subsistence ac t i v i t i e s . Given the large size of the parcel and the 
limited amount of historical development, i t is highly probable that sites are 
present. 

f 

Ihere is also a high potential for significant historical archaeological 
remains on the property. Controlled testing and excavation may help to 
resolve whether any remains of the 17th-century stone house (and structures 
related to i t ) survive, as well as document moxe piecisely the components, 
layout, and function of the faxmstead as i t evolved duxing the 18th and 19th 
centuxies. Occipation-related features ( t r a s h p i t s , privies, wells) are 
likely around both the ca. 1720 and ca. 1809 houses. 



e. statement of Signif icance T..rk«.T- F^T-n., nal-^mn..^h^ M a ^ ^ a r h n s P t r s 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally Q statewide H locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X J A [ I I ] B [ X ] C I | D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) ^ A Q B O C • £ I I G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) 
A g r i c u l t u r e 
A r c h i t e c t u r e 

Period of Significance 
c a . 16B9-1937 

Significant Dates 
ca. 1720 

T8U^ ca. 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person 
N/A 

Architect/Builder 
N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted at>ove. 

lUcker Farm, Dartnuuth, is a large, intact farm cooplex located on land 
originally purchased by Henry Tucker in the mid-17th century. Ihe farm, 
retaining to this day a large portion of the oxiginal land gxant, remains in 
the ownership of Tucker's descendants. Ihe property includes two residences 
(one built ca. 1720 and the other ca. 1809), which received some additions 
throughout the period of significance (ca. 1669-1937) as the size of the 
lUcker family increased. A number of outbuildings are included as well. 
Fields, s t i l l under cultivation, are defined by stone walls throughout. 
Retaining integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and 
an extraordinarily intact setting, as well as associations with an inportant 

\ local family and ttie settlement and development of agricultural Dartmouth, 
» Tucker Farm f u l l f i l s Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic 
Places on the local level. 

Ihe Town of Dartmouth was originally an enormous tract of land ( i n New England 
scale) encoqpassing ttie present Towns of Westport, Acustinet, Fairhaven, 
Dartmouth, the City of New Bedford and parts of L i t t l e Coopton and Tiverton, 
Rhode Island. I t was for the most part densely forested with crisscrossing 
streams, cedar swanps, and a l o i ^ coastline with bays and inlets. In 1652, 
thirty-four of the f i r s t Plymouth colonists, including Myles Standish and 
Peter Brown, puxctiased Old Dartmouth from the Wanpanoag Indians. Each 
proprietor's stiare included at least 2,000 acres. Many of the proprietors 
chose not to settle in Dartmouth, as they were already established elsewhere. 
Settlement of the area was slow. By 1663, absentee owners were t»eing taxed 
for the support of the settlement by order of the Plymouth authorities. Some 
of the proprietors were forced to sell off some of their stiares, and among the 
purchasers of these shares were Baptists and Quakexs, seeking xefuge and 

\ E ] See continuatkm sheet 
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escape from religious intolerance on what was then the frontier. Absentee 
ownership, Dartmouth's isolating forests and waterways, and religious f r i c t i o n 
a l l contributed to dispersed settlement rather than the more traditional 
nucleus of the planned New England village with i t s central green surrounded 
by a cluster of buildings. 

Among the f i r s t settlers was Henry Tuckei. Boin in the County of ICent, 
England, in 1619, i t is believed that Henry Tucker was a descendant of Robert 
Tucker, the Mayor of Exeter, Devonshire, in 1538. Hsnry l e f t England at least 
by 1650, and moxe pxobably as eaxly as 1645, and settled in ttie Milton axea, 
neai Boston. By 1651, Henry TUcker had maxxied Maxtha (maiden name unknown) 
in a sexvice of the Society of Fx lends, duly xecoxded in tiie Society's Rhode 
Island Monthly Meeting Minutes. Henry and Maxtha xemained in Milton, but wexe 
incieasingly objects of leligious intolexance. In 1664 Henxy Tuckex came 
undex the i i e of Revexend Toxrey, who seized coxd wood fxomMi. Tuckex and 
sold i t fox his own pxofit in Boston. As a xesult of such actions, Henxy and 
Maxtha along with othei Quakexs (including George Babcock, a name to reappear 
with Henry's in Dartmouth) moved to Saindwich, a strong and welcoming centex 
fox eaxly Friends. Then at sotne time later, the Tucker family, now including 
four children, appears to have moved to Rhode Island, pertiaps Newport, as 
referred to in the xecoxds of the Rhode Island Society of Fx lends. 

In 1669, Henxy lUckex paid fifteen pounds to William Allen, son-in-law of 
original Dartmouth proprietor Peter Brown. His purchase was for one third of 
Mx. Brown's share of Eteirtmouth. I h i s , with other purchases, established the 
ownexship of a substantial holding i n Daxtmouth by the Tuckex family. 

Tiadition reports that Henry Ibcker walked along an Indian t r a i l on the land 
he had purchased u n t i l he noticed a path that led to a spring of cool bubbling 
vratei. This Indian t r a i l led from what we now call Plymouth to Newport. 
Parts of this t r a i l are incorporated into present-day roads of Dartmouth, 
particularly Hathaway Road and Old Westport Road, the latter being the Old 
Road to Newport. Pausing at the spring, Henry Tucker is said to have decided 
that this would be the ideal spot for him and his family. With most of the 
family s t i l l in Rhode Island, Henry and his oldest sons visited frequently, 
electing a one-xocm stone house fox the family. A surveyor by profession, 
Henry Tuckex was the Town of Daxtmouth Highway Suxveyor in 1671, so i t was 
quite probable that he at least was in residence in the Town by that year. 
Ihe 1679 record of Henry's eldest son Abraham's marriage to Mary Slocom makes 
reference to "Henxy of Daxtmouth" and "Maxy of Rnode Island." Most likely by 
this time ox soon afterwards, the family was in residence in the small stone 
house in Dartmouth near the cool spring Henry had found some years tjefoie. 

cont inued 
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Dux ing this time, Dartmouth town records include "Henry Ibcker and wife 
Martha"; while at the same time the Rhode Island Society of Friends include 
the lUcker family in their records. This is puzzling u n t i l i t is realized 
that the Dartmouth Friends, although they met weekly for worship in each 
other's homes, were not organized into a Dartmouth fAjnthly Business \feeting 
u n t i l 1700. When i t came to matters of business, this was done tluough the 
larger Rhode Island Society of Friends—to which a l l Dartmouth Friends at ttiat 
time belonged. Hence the recording of a l l v i t a l records for Dartmouth Quakers 
in ttie Rhode Island Friend's records. 

In June 1684, agents for the proprietors of the Town of Dartmouth reached an 
agreement with Henry I\icker and George Babcock to build a grist mill in the 
town, an agreement which also provided the two with an additional 200 acres of 
land within the town. In 1707 Eliashib Smith acquired title to this mill, ^ 
located upstream from Tucker's farm at a small crossroads that would become a i 
village bearing Eliashib's surname: Smith Mills. * 

The original TUcker Farm extended across a large tract of land from ( i n 
present descriptive terms) Hathaway Road on the north to south of Allen 
Street, and frcm Slocun Road on the east proceeding westerly across the 
Paskamansett River to the present Old Westport Road. (A later purctiase 
extended this to Buttonwood Brook—now within Ned Bedford's Buttonwood Park.) 
The family acquired other parcels within the town, owning at one time, i t is 
estimated, between 800 and 1000 acres. Amor^ the Tucker family holdings was 
one of the Elizabetli islands just off the Dartmouth coast, the island of 
Pasque. 

Henry Tucker was f i r s t a surveyor and m i l l owner, then a farmer. His sons 
continued the farming tradition. Jotin (1656-1751) journeyed to New Jersey in 
1688 to marry Ruth Woo ley (the Wooleys originally came from Rhode Island). In 
1693, Jotin and his family returned to Dartmouth and the Tucker Farm, 
presumably settling in the stone house. Heruy died in 1694, passing the farm 
and other property to his sons. Jotm continued working the farm, and by the 
early-18th century tiad b u i l t a 2 1/2-story gable-roofed wooden house, in front 
of or added on to the stone one. Ihis new house was finished by 1720 and is 
included in the present nomination. A letter from Jesse Tucker (1817-1902) to 
Dr. Edward lUcker speculates that the north wall of the second house probably 
contains some stones from the original house, as mortar found on the stones 
incorporated ground sea shells instead of cooinercial lime. The final history 
of the original stone house is unknown. I t could have had many uses by John's 

continued 
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family—such as storage area or animal quarters. When the present rear 
addition to John's house was bui l t ca. 1760, i t was quite possibly bu i l t over 
the f i n a l l y f i l l e d - i n remains of the original stone house. This e l l has no 
cellar beneath i t and is the present kitchen. 

In addition to family matters, Jotin was active in CXieiker religious affairs. 
In 1698, four Dartmouth Friends, meeting at the house of Jotin Laptiam, agreed 
to undertake the construction of a meetinghouse for the Dartmouth (>iakers. 
Ihe four were Peleg Slocun, who donated fifteen acres of land for the site of 
the meetinghouse, Jacob Mott, and John and Abrziham lUcker. The meetinghouse 
was constructed in 1698-1699 and was the f i r s t Friends Meetinghouse in 
Dartmouth, Located in the geographical center of the Town (and more than 
three miles from the Tucker Farm), i t was the f i r s t Apponegansett 
Nfeetinghouse. Now Dartmouth Friends could liold their own monthly business 
meetings; they would no longer have to travel to Rhode Island. (Ihe original 
meetinghouse was torn down in ttie eighteenth century and replaced with the 
s t i l l standing Apponegansett Meetinghouse, located on the same site.) 

In addition to active participation in ttie construction of the meetingtiouse, 
Jotin Tucker is also remembered as an active minister and influential member of 
the Society of Friends during his lifetime. 

Ihe working farm remained in the Tucker family. Although the size of the farm 
has changed, the essential core of the farm, stretching from Tucker Road 
(named for Henry) to the Paskamansett River and slightly beyond, has remained 
intact, in the possession of the family since Henry Tucker's oxiginal settling. 

In 1809, aftex the b i r t h of his second child, Benjamin Tucker (1781-1861), 
great grandson of Jolin TUcker, bu i l t a new house on the farm, diagonally 
across the lane from the 1720 house. Benjamin bu i l t a 2 1/2-story 
Federal-style residence f a c i i ^ Tucker Road, alttiough about 200 feet from i t . 
Ihere Benjamin worked the farm and raised his family. In 1830, on the 
occasion of the marriage of Benjamin's daughter Rhoda to William Gifford, an 
addition was made to the 1809 house, expanding i t from ttuee to a f u l l five 
bays in width. 

Upon Benjamin Tucker's death in 1861, the property was inherited primarily by 
his son Charles Russell (1809-1891), who reportedly bought out at that time 
any other relatives who may have had any claim to Benjamin's estate. Ihere is 
no evidence ttiat Charles lived in ttie 1809 tiouse; tiowever, the family 

continued 
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responsibility for sharing acconmodations with relatives and the cellar walls 
and beams suggest that a second addition, located to the rear of the house, 
occurred soon after Benjamin's death, perhaps in 1861 or 1862. 

During the mid- to late-19th century, Charles Tucker rose to a position of 
influence and inportance in nearby New Bedford. Raised on the Tucker Farm, 
Charles joined the merchant whaling firm of Issac Howland and Conpany, located 
in New Bedford. Later, Mr. Tucker founded his own firm with E. D. Mandell. 
During whaling's heyday in New Bedford, Charles rose to prominence and 
success, tDecoming Director of the Merchants Bank, an investor in many wtialing 
voyages, trustee of the New Bedford Institution for Savings, and President of 
the Commercial Mutual and Marine Insurance Conpany. Other members of the 
TUcker family followed similarly diverse pursuits in and around Dartmouth 
during the 19th and early-20th centuries, farming their land and working as 
well as doctors, merchants, and town o f f i c i a l s . 

In 1882, clear t i t l e to the Tucker farm was acquired by Job S. Gidley, who in 
1874 liad married Susanna Tucker, a direct descendant of Henry Tucker. 
Although not a birttiright Quaker, Gidley (1844-1928) throughout his l i f e 
espoused the tenets of the Society of Friends, as had a l l the Tuckers. After 
a serious childtiood illness, Gidley had vowed ttiat he would follow a vocation 
that would help his fellow man. He chose teaching and became a respected 
educator in the local schools. His obituary would note: 

I t is said he preferred those schools in the Town (in) which the School 
Conmittee f e l t d i f f i c u l t situations existed... Grown men in Dartmouth 
today (1928) have liv e l y recollections of having been handled by the 
Quaker School teacher. 

(New Bedford Standard Times, 12/23/1928) 

Gidley was also very active in town and Quaker affairs. For many years he was 
a menijer of the School Connittee, often as chairman. He participated in the 
planning of new schools, designing and supervising the construction of an 
elementary school on Tucker Road in 1896. (On that site now stands a new 
school built in the 1920s and named, appropriately, the "Job S. Gidley 
School".) In addition, Gidley held at various times a l l the chief elective 
offices in the town: Selectman, Town Clerk, Treasurer, and Tax Assessor, and 
often served as moderator at Town Nfeeting. 

continued 
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Despite a l l ttiese inpressive credentials, I-tr. Gidley preferred to be 
identified as a farmer. During his lifetime, Tucker Farm became known as 
Gidley Farm. Upon his retirement in 1890, he devoted much of his time to 
farming. 

After Gidley's death in 1928, his two unmarried dav^hters, Alice and 
Elizabeth, continued to live on the farm, hiring the services of a farm 
manager. Their sister Ann Gidley Lowry, moved to the farm after the death of 
her husband in 1953. After the three sisteis' deaths (Alice died in 1972 
having suxvived Elizabeth and Ann), the pxesent ownexs moved into the 1809 
house. Mxs. Ruth Buigess is the giandaughtex of Susanna Tuckei and Job S. 
Gidley and the daughtex of ̂ 4axy Jessie Gidley Caxtex, the only one of Job 
Gidley's daughteis to spend nwst of hei mauled l i f e away fxom the faxm. 

The faxm lemains a woiking faim with seveial fields (foxty acxes) devoted to 
tiay, a l f a l f a , and pastuie. Tiie 1720 house has been caiefully restored and is 
now rented. Ihe 1809 house, enlarged by the successive nineteenth-century 
additions described atxjve, ranains the residence of ttie owners. Through the 
establishment of conservation trusts, the descendants of Henry Tucker have 
demonstrated their commitment to preserving the rural, agrarian qualities of 
the Tucker Farm even as suburban pressures from nearby New Bedford grow evei 
greater. 

Archaeological Significance 
Since the patterns of prehistoric occupation in Dartmouth are poorly 
documented, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites along 
the Paskamansett River tiave the potential for adding information pertaining to 
native subsistence and settlement in the Dartmouth and Southeastern 
Massactrusetts area. Larger sites in Dartmouth are known to occur in coastal 
and lakeside locales. Recent research in the area suggests smaller sites, 
possibly foraging or collecting locations, associated with the larger sites 
listed above may be found a l o i ^ interior rivers like the Paskamansett. 
Prehistoric sites i n the area may also add valuable information pertaining to 
local/regional ettinic resource use and environmental change. 

Historic arcliaeological remains described atxjve have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the ciianging social, cultural, and economic 
patterns that ctiaracterized l i f e on a prosperous Quaker farmstead. The social 
evolution of a single family can be traced at the Tucker Farm from i t s 
settlement i n the 17th century to the present. Ihe Tucker Farm is unique in 
that i t has been kept in the direct ancestral line from Henry Tucker, i t s 
founder. Chaises i n the TUcker family can be traced as well as changes in the 
farm and Dartmouth/New Bedford econoniy from i t s rural subsistence beginnings 
tlirough later industry, ccmnerce, wtialing and the current state of farming in 
the Dartmouth area. 
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#3 Tucker Farm Historic District ? 

1178 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 
photographer: Peter M. Jacobsen 
negative: Dartmouth Historical Commission, Dartmouth, MA 
View: Pond, Tucker Farm, looking north 
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As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
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National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
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In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 
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5. Nationai Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

[ ^ e n t e r e d in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

0 determined eligible for the National 

Register. See continuation sheet. 
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National Register. 
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I I other, (explain:) 
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6. Function or Use Tucker Farm, Dartmouth. Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
Domestic/ single dwelling Domestic/single dwelling 
Agriculture/Subsistence/agricultural Agriculture/Subsistence/agricultural 

outbuilding outbuilding 
Agriculture/Subsistence/animal f a c i l i t y Agriculture/Subsistence/animal f a c i l i t y 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions) 

foundation stone 
Colonial-Georgian walls wood-shingle 
Early Republic-Federal 

roof asphalt 
other 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

nn See continuation sheet 
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The Tucker Fann, Dartmouth, i s presently a 148-acre t r a c t of land located in 
the northern part of v.he Town of Dartmouth. The present farm runs from Tucker 
Road (on the east) to j u s t beyond the Paskamansett River (on the west) . The 
farm i s bounded on the north by a campground and to the south are the grounds 
of the Friends Academy, a local day school that was or ig inated by the Quakers 
in New Bedford. 

' F i f ty-seven acres are included in the present nomination; defined by a system 
of stone wa l l s , they r e f l e c t the continued agr icu l tu ra l usage of the land by 

• the Tucker fami ly . Excluded from the nomination, but s t i l l in the possession 
of descendants of Henry Tucker, are ninety-three acres of secondary growth 
(now protected as the Dartmouth Natural Resource Trust) that extend j u s t 
beyond the Paskamansett River, as well as a 2 1/2-acre pond. 

The farm grounds slope gently downward from Tucker Road toward the r i ve r bed. 
Stone wal ls separate the property from the road, as well as def in ing the 
f i e l ds themselves. Most of the acreage included in the nomination i s composed 
of approximately fo r t y - th ree acres of f i e l d s (some are under 
c u l t i v a t i o n - - a l f a l f a , hay, and winter rye—and the remainder i s pasture) . I t 
i s l i k e l y that the farm h i s t o r i c a l l y saw c u l t i v a t i o n of the same crops. A 
twelve-acre res ident ia l and barnyard area i s located j us t o f f Tucker Road. 

A lane traverses the property, s ta r t i ng at Tucker Road where i t i s asphalt 
paved as fa r as the res ident ia l enclave. I t then becomes a d i r t lane nearly 
to the pond that l i e s j u s t beyond the bounds of th is nomination. (The lane 
then becomes a narrow t r a i l through the woods, across the Paskamansett River 
on a granite stone br idge, to the westernmost boundary of the fami ly ' s 
proper ty . ) This lane is believed to have been part of an early Indian t r a i l 
that ran from what we now ca l l Plymouth to Newport. Remnants of that t r a i l 
are now Hathaway Road, Tucker Road, and Old Westport Road. 

The res ident ia l enclave consists of two houses, ca. 1720 and ca. 1809, a barn, 
a carr iage house/shed, and two other small outbui ld ings. Descriptions of a l l 

.'-̂  fo l low. • 

• ' • t\-., y - ' \ - . 
' • continued 
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Ca. 1720 House 

The ca. 1720 house is a 2 1/2-stoiy, gable loofed lesidence, thiee-bays-wide 
and two-bays-deep with an e l l , facing south onto the lane that tiaveises the 
Tuckei Faim. I t is believed to have once adjoined a stone house, of which 
only the e l l (desciibed below) suivives. The ca. 1720 house was built in 
fiont of and peihaps as an addition to the sraallei stone house of Heniy 
Ibckei. The building is of wooden constiuction with a stone foundation. 
Piesently the building's exteiioi fabiic is weatheied cedai shingles with 
naiiow coineiboaids with beaded edge, and sinple boxed loof cornice with 
naiiow fiieze and no gutteis. The fiont facade (south) contains the offset 
fiont entiy piotected by a sinply biaced small shed loof. The windows have 
thick, lectangulai casir^s, s i l l s , and splayed l i n t e l s ; they aie 12/12 sash, 
mostly leplacements. Window placement is legulai and balanced except on the 
west facade. Attic windows aie smallei in size, 6/6, but otheiwise similai to 
the lest of the house. 
Theie is a 1 1/2-stoiy e l l on the leai (noith) of the house. This e l l , which 
houses the kitchen, was elected ca. 1760 when the lemains of the oiiginal 
stone house weie demolished; the e l l is believed to stand upon the site of the 
stone house althoiagh i t does not necessaiily lepiesent the dimensions of the 
stone house. The e l l is gable loofed, coveied with natuial cedai shingles 
with t i i m and windows matching the main house. A l l loofs aie coveied with 
asphalt shingles. 

Ihe i n t e i i o i of the house is maiked by eaily constiuction and finish 
techniques. The cellai leveals the post and beam constiuction with tiansveise 
summei beams. The foundation's noith wall includes an aiea believed to be 
conposed of stone fiom the old stone house, as moitai found on these stones 
incoipoiated giound sea shells instead of comneicial lime. In the a t t i c aie 
hand-hewn loof l a f t e i s , numbeied with Roman numeials, joined with tienails, 
stiffened with similaily hewn, numbeied, and joined cellai ties. Roof boaids 
aie a f u l l one inch thick, landom width, some with baik meiely lemoved fiom 
the edge piesenting an iii e g u l a i suiface, otheis sawn stiaight. The exposed 
sheathing on the side of the house in the attic is similai to the loof boaids 
and applied v e i t i c a l l y . 

The finished looms in the f i i s t two floois typically have gunstock cotnei 
posts, boxed ceiling beams with beaded coineis, wainscotting, and paneling of 
feathei-edged boaids. Doois aie geneially foui-panel. The laige chimney at 
the western end of the laige f i i s t and second flooi IOCMUS seives as a 
fiieplace and oven on the f i i s t f l o o i and a fiieplace on the second. 

cont inued 
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Ca. 1809 House 
Diagonally acioss the lane fiom the ca. 1720 house, and facir^ Hickei Road, 
although about 200 feet fiom i t , is a five-bay Fedeial-style lesidence. I t 
was oiiginally constiucted ca. 1809 as a half Fedeial with side entiy but 
quickly incieased to a f u l l Fedeial and, as the centuiy piogiessed, added to 
in the leai, as a small e l l was enlaiged seveial times. (The l a t t e i now 
contains a dining loom, kitchen, enclosed poich, and upstaiis bediooms.) 

At the time of i t s constiuction in 1809, this 2 1/2-stoiy house had a "common 
loom" on the f i i s t f l o o i , located at the back, which lan the width of the 
house. This loom was heated by a laige fiieplace that connected to a 
substantial cential stone chimney base in the c e l l a i . In the fiont of the 
house was the pai l o i , on the noitheast comei, heated by anothei fiieplace 
opening fiom the cential chimney. The fiont dooi of the house was on the 
southeast coinei, and opened onto a hall leading back to the comntion loom. 

The second flooi was leached by a staiicase fiom the h a l l , thiee looms weie 
above the two f i i s t flooi looms. Two had fiieplaces. A small staiiwell lan 
fiom the laige back loom to the a t t i c , which was unfinished except foi a lOugh 
flooi and two windows. 

1830 addition 
The f i i s t addition to the oiiginal stiuctuie occuiied in 1830. This addition 
was on the south fiont side of the oiiginal building and expanded i t s three 
bays to a f u l l five bays. A loom was bui l t on the othei side of the fiont 
dooz, with a second flooi loom, and an att i c that joined the oiiginal a t t i c 
above that. Only two-bays-deep, howevei, the 1830 addition extends only to 
the lidge line of the oiiginal stiuctuie. 

Ca. 1861 addition 
I t is believed that a second addition was added in 1861 oi 1862. This 
addition was in back of the eaily main loom, included anothei smallei chimney 
on i t s west end, and was possibly used as a kitchen. 

Ca. 1882 addition 
The t h i i d and last addition to the main house, made ca. 1882, was located 
diiectly behind the ca. 1861 addition and was a loom that became the kitchen, 
with the e a i l i e i addition becoming the dining loom. 

continued 
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The ca. 1809 House Today 
The house's main facade (east) is a caiefully balanced 2 1/2-stoiy Fedeial 
building, clad with weatheied cedai shingles, tiimiied with naiiow coineiboaids 
and a sinple, boxed loof cornice with naiiow fiieze. The 6/6 windows have 
thick casings topped with splayed l i n t e l s , enhanced with exteiioi shutteis. 
The six-panel fiont dooi (two small uppei lights) is flanked by engaged 
pilasteis suppoiting a f l a t entablatuie with dentil woik. Except foi the 
chimney placement, the facade is well-balanced. (The noith chimney was tadcen 
down and le - b u i l t , much smallei, in 1896.) 

The building's south facade cleaily delineates the oiiginal size of the house, 
foi the leai slope of the gable loof was not included in the addition to the 
main house; instead, on the addition (southern poition of the main building), 
the exteiioi wall diops stiaight down fiom the loof's peak. Beside i t is the 
expected leai section of the gable lOof on the oiiginal main house, a f u l l 
2 1/2 stoiies, with 6/6 windows (with splayed l i n t e l s ) , lake boaids, and just 
above the l o i ^ e l l ' s inteisecting gable loof, the lOof cornice and pait of the 
coineiboaids duplicating those on the house's fiont. 

The long e l l , also wood fiame with gable loof (which inteisects the main 
house at the house's cornice li n e ) , consists of at least two sepaiate 
nineteenth-centuiy additions, which weie added as time and ciicumstances 
peimitted. Continuing the painted, sinple t i i m and weatheiing shingles of the 
main house, the e l l exhibits some vaiyir^ window placement and style, most 
being 6/6 with f l a t casings and squaied l i n t e l s . Theie aie, too, 8/8 modem 
windows at the veiy leai (west end) wheie theie is also a ncdem biick 
exteiioi chimney. The south side of the e l l , wheie the giound slope lequiies 
f u l l exposuie of the moitai and stone cellai walls, has a small gieenhouse 
attached as well as a cellai entiance. 

Oa the noith facade of the building one can again cleaily see the lines of the 
oiiginal main house with sinple coineiboaids and lake boaids, with 6/6 windows 
with thick casings and splayed l i n t e l s . On this facade theie is a full-width, 
one-stoiy poich, now enclosed, added in the nineteenth centuiy. 

House In t e i i o i Today 
Ihe i n t e i i o i of the building exhibits the mateiials and detail piedicted by 
i t s exteiioi. I t is laigely oiiginal with sinple detail. The looms aie 
lelatively small with f l a t finished c e i l i r ^ s , wooden floois, and painted oi 
papeied walls often above wide boaid wainscotting. The fiont entiy opens into 

cont inued 
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a hall/foyei that contains the handsome staiiway to the second flooi as well 
as entiances to the looms to the light and l e f t and, thiough the h a l l , to the 
leai looms. 

The e l l contains a second f l o o i , leached both thiough the main house and 
thiough a sepaiate unit of staiis within the e l l . These uppei looms aie at a 
diffeient level flora the main house's second f l o o i , and aie smallei and quite 
sinple in tiim. The main flooi of the e l l contains a wainscotted dining lOom 
and to i t s leai a spacious and modem kitchen. 

The cellai of the house, with foundation walls of stone, luns undei the entiie 
stiuctuie except foi the poich. I t piovides ample evidence of post and beam 
constiuction, in good condition. Theie is , too, a double s i l l at the junction 
of the main house and the beginning of the e l l , stiongly suggesting the point 
of one addition. The main house's a t t i c offeis fuithei evidence of the age of 
the building with landom wide boaid sheathing and loof boaids. I t also 
piovides evidence of the oiiginal chimney with patches in flooiing, loof 
boaids, and cut-outs in loof l a f t e i s and collai ties. 

As with the 1720 house, this building is in excellent condition, with obvious 
concein evidenced by the owneis foi maintaining i t s histoiic chaiactei and 
minimizing the impact of necessaiy modem u t i l i t i e s , cooking, and sanitaiy 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

This house has a painted picket fence with cap l a i l lunning fiom i t s 
noitheastem comei along the lane/diiveway to Hickei Road. 

Bam and Outbuildings 
The lesidential enclave includes a bam and seveial outbuildings. A l l aie 
wood fiame, with gable loof, weatheied cedai shingle siding, and asphalt 
shingle loofs, matching the two lesidences. The bam, ca. 1850, was bu i l t to 
leplace an e a i l i e i bam. Oiiginally a daily bam, the building is now used as 
a hoise bam with hay l o f t above. Hoise stalls now take the place of the 
foimei cow stanchions. Next to the bam (on i t s east side) is a small 
shingled shop/shed of modem constiuction. Just to the east of that is the 
caiiiage house/gaiage, a somewhat lambling one-stoiy-plus wooden building, 
built ca. 1800, of post and beam constiuction with landom-width boaid 
sheathing/siding. Acioss the ciic u l a i diive aiea, just west of the 1809 
house, is a shed, of similai constiuction to the cariiage house, which, in 
pait at least, was once a milk shed. To the noith of the 1720 house, f>eihaps 
one hundied yaids, is a lelatively njodem chicken coop/shed, no longei used. 

cont i nued 
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On the piopeity, theie aie also pouied conciete foundations, ca. 1940, located 
neai Tuckei Road to the southeast of the 1809 house. Ihese foundations weie 
foi gieenhouses that weie nevei b u i l t ; they aie now obscuied by biush and 
tiees and aie consideied noncontiibuting. 

Aichaeological Desciiption 
While no piehistoiic sites aie cuiiently lecoided on the piopeity, i t is 
highly likely that sites aie piesent. IWo sites have been lepoited within the 
geneial aiea (within one mile). Ihe physical chaiacteiistics of the piopeity, 
bioad tenaces adjacent to the Paskamansett Rivei and i t s wetlands yet close 
to the coast, would have made this an attiactive aiea foi native settlement 
and subsistence act i v i t i e s . Given the laige size of the paicel and the 
limited amount of histo i i c a l development, i t is highly piobable that sites aie 
piesent, 

Iheie is also a high potential foi significant histoiical aichaeological 
lemains on the piopeity. Contiolled testing and excavation may help to 
lesolve whethei any lemains of the 17th-centuiy stone house (and stiuctuies 
lelated to i t ) suivive, as well as document moie piecisely the conponents, 
layout, and function of the faimstead as i t evolved duiing the 18th and 19th 
centuiies. Occupation-ielated featuies (tiash p i t s , piivies, wells) aie 
likely aiound both the ca. 1720 and ca. 1809 houses. 



8. Statement of Signif icance T n r k p r Farm, n a r r m n n t h , M a s s a r h i i s p t t s 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally I I statewide IY~I locally 
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y Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

/ Agriculture ca. 1720-1937 ca. 1720 
Architecture —&a-.—1809 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A N/A 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 
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Tucker Farm, Dartmouth, i s a large, i n tac t farm complex located on land 
o r i g i na l l y purchased by Henry Tucker in the mid-1 7th century. The farm, 
reta in ing to th i s day a large por t ion of the or ig ina l land grant, remains in 
the ownership of Tucker's descendants. The property includes two residences 
(one b u i l t ca. 1720 and the other ca. 1809), which received some addit ions 
throughout the period of s ign i f icance (ca. 1720-1937) as the size of the 
Tucker family increased. A number of outbui ldings are included as w e l l . 
F ie lds , s t i l l under c u l t i v a t i o n , are defined by stone wal ls throughout. 
Retaining i n t e g r i t y of l oca t i on , design, mater ia ls , workmanship, f ee l i ng , and 
an ex t raord inar i l y i n t ac t s e t t i n g , as well as associations with an important 
local family and the settlement and development of agr icu l tu ra l Dartmouth, 
Tucker Farm f u l l f i l s C r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of His tor ic 
Places on the local l e v e l . 

The Town of Dartmouth was o r i g i n a l l y an enormous t r a c t of land ( in New England 
scale) encompassing the present Towns of Westport, Acushnet, Fairhaven, 
Dartmouth, the City of New Bedford and parts of L i t t l e Compton and Tiver ton, 
Rhode Is land. I t was fo r the most part densely forested with cr isscrossing 
streams, cedar swamps, and a long coast l ine with bays and i n l e t s . In 1652, 
t h i r t y - f o u r of the f i r s t Plymouth colonists ' , inc luding Myles Standish and 
Peter Brown, purchased Old Dartmouth from the Wampanoag Indians. Each 

2,000 acres. Many of the propr ietors 
they were already established elsewhere. 
1663, absentee owners were being taxed 
order of the Plymouth au thor i t i es . Some 

of the propr ietors were forced to se l l o f f some of t he i r shares, and among the 
purchasers of these shares were Baptists and Quakers, seeking refuge and 

propr ie tor 's share included at leas t 
chose not to se t t l e in Dartmouth, as 
Settlement of the area was slow. By 
for the support of the settlement by 

•6 
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escape fiom leligious intoleiance on what was then the f i o n t i e i . Absentee 
owneiship, Daitmouth's i s o l a t i r ^ foiests and wateiways, and leligious f i i c t i o n 
a l l contiibuted to dispeised settlement lathei than the moie tiaditional 
nucleus of the planned New England village with i t s cential gieen suiiounded 
by a cluster of buildings. 

Among the f i i s t settleis was Heniy Tuckei. Boin in the County of Kent, 
England, i n 1619, i t is believed that Heniy Tuckei was a descendant of Robeit 
Tuckei, the Mayoi of Exetei, Devonshiie, in 1538. Heniy l e f t England at least 
by 1650, and moie piobably as eaily as 1645, and settled in the Milton aiea, 
neai Boston. By 1651, Heniy Tuckei had maiiied Maitha (maiden name unknown) 
in a seivice of the Society of Filends, duly lecoided in the Society's Rhode 
Island r4onthly Meeting Minutes. Heniy and Maitha lemained in Milton, but weie 
incieasingly objects of leligious intoleiance. In 1664 Heniy Tuckei came 
undei the i i e of Reveiend Toiiey, who seized coid vvood fiom Mi. Tucker and 
sold i t foi his own p i o f i t in Boston. As a lesult of such actions, Heniy and 
Maltha along with othei C>iakeis (including Geoige Babcock, a name to leappeai 
with Keniy's in Daitmouth) moved to Sandwich, a stiong and welcoming centei 
foi eaily Fiiends. Then at some time l a t e i , the Tuckei family, now including 
foui childien, appeals to have moved to Flhode Island, peihaps Newpoit, as 
lefeiied to in the lecoids of the Rhode Island Society of Fiiends. 

In 1669, Heniy Tuckei paid fifteen pounds to William Allen, son-in-law of 
oiiginal Daitmouth piopiietoi Petei Biown. His puichase was foi one t h i i d of 
Ivli, Brown's shaie of Eteiitmouth. I h i s , with othei puichases, established the 
owneiship of a substantial holding i n Daitmouth by the Tuckei family. 

Tiadition lepoits that Hemy Tlickei walked along an Indian t i a i l on the land 
he had purchased u n t i l he noticed a path that led to a spiing of cool bubbling 
water. This Indian t i a i l led fiora what we now call Plymouth to Newpoit. 
Paits of this t i a i l aie incoipoiated into present-day roads of Dartmouth, 
particularly Hathaway Road and Old Westport Road, the latter being the Old 
Road to Newport. Pausing at the spring, Henry Tucker is said to have decided 
that this would be the ideal spot for him and his family. With most of the 
family s t i l l in Rhode Island, Ifeniy and his oldest sons visited fiequently, 
electing a one-ioom stone house for the family. A surveyor by profession, 
Henry Tuckei was the Town of Daitmouth Highway Suiveyoi in 1671, so i t was 
quite piobable that he at least was in lesidence in the Tovm by that yeai. 
Ihe 1679 lecoid of Heruy's eldest son Abiaham's maiiiage to Maiy Slocom makes 
lefeience to "Heniy of Dartmouth" and "Maiy of Rhode Island." Most likely by 
this time oi soon afteiwaids, the family was in lesidence in the small stone 
house in Daitmouth neai the cool spring Henry had found some years before. 

continued 
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D u i i i ^ this time, Daitmouth town lecoids include "Heniy TUckei and wife 
Maitha"; while at the same time the Rhode Island Society of Fiiends include 
the TUckei family in their lecoids. This is puzzling u n t i l i t is lealized 
that the Daitmouth Fiiends, although they met weekly for woiship in each 
other's homes, weie not oiganized into a Daitmouth Monthly Business Meeting 
u n t i l 1700. When i t came to matteis of business, this was done thiough the 
laigei Rhode Island Society of Fiiends—to which a l l Daitmouth Fiiends at that 
time belonged. Hence the lecoiding of a l l v i t a l lecords foi Daitmouth Qaakeis 
in the Rhode Island Friend's lecoids. 

In June 1684, agents foi the piopiietois of the Town of Daitmouth leached an 
agieement with Heniy TUckei and Geoige Babcock to build a g i i s t m i l l in the 
town, an agieement which also piovided the two with ein additional 200 acies of 
land within the town. In 1707 Eliashib Staith acquiied t i t l e to this m i l l , 
located upstieam fiom Tuckei's faim at a small ciossioads that would become a 
village beaiing Eliashib's surname: Smith Mills. 

The oiiginal TUckei Faim extended acioss a laige tiact of land fiom ( i n 
piesent desciiptive teims) Hathaway Road on the noith to south of Allen 
Stieet, and fiom Slocum Road on the east pioceeding westeily acioss the 
Paskamansett Rivei to the piesent Old Westport Road. (A latei puichase 
extended this to Buttonwood Biook—now within Ned Bedfoid's Buttonwood Paik.) 
The family acquiied othei paicels within the town, owning at one time, i t is 
estimated, between 800 and 1000 acies. Among the TUckei family holdings was 
one of the Elizabeth islands just off the Dartmouth coast, the island of 
Pasque. 

Henry TUckei was f i i s t a suiveyoi and m i l l ownei, then a faimei. His sons 
continued the faiming ti a d i t i o n . John (1656-1751) journeyed to New Jeisey in 
1688 to many Ruth Woo ley (the Wooleys oii g i n a l l y came fiom Rhode Island). In 
1693, John and his family letuined to Daitmouth and the TUckei Faim, 
piesumably s e t t l i r ^ in the stone house. Heniy died in 1694, passing the faim 
and othei piopeity to his sons. John continued woiking the faim, and by the 
eaily-18th centuiy had bu i l t a 2 1/2-stoiy gable-ioofed wooden house, in fiont 
of oi added on to the stone one. This new house was finished by 1720 and is 
included in the piesent nomination. A l e t t e i from Jesse TUckei (1817-1902) to 
Dt. Edwaid TUckei speculates that the north wall of the second house piobably 
contains some stones from the original house, as moitai found on the stones 
incoipoiated giound sea shells instead of commeicial lime. The final histoiy 
of the oiiginal stone house is unknown. I t could have had many uses by John's 

cont inued 
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family—such as stoiage aiea oi animal quaiters. When the present rear 
addition to John's house was bui l t ca. 1760, i t was quite possibly built over 
the f i n a l l y f i l l e d - i n remains of the original stone house. This e l l has no 
cellar beneath i t and is the present kitchen. 

In addition to family matters, John was active in (Quaker leligious a f f a i i s . 
In 1698, four Daitmouth Fiiends, meeting at the house of John Lapham, agieed 
to undertake the construction of a meetinghouse for the Dartmouth Quakers. 
The foui weie Peleg Slocun, who donated fifteen acies of land foi the site of 
the meetinghouse, Jacob Mott, and John and Abiaham TUckei. The meetinghouse 
was constiucted in 1698-1699 and was the f i r s t Fiiends Meetir^house in 
Daitmouth. Located in the geogiaphical centei of the Town (and moie than 
three miles fiom the Tuckei Faim), i t was the f i i s t Apponegansett 
Nfeetinghouse. Now Daitmouth Fiiends could hold theii own monthly business 
meetings; they would no longei have to tiavel to Rhode Island. (The oiiginal 
meetinghouse was toin down in the eighteenth centuiy and leplaced with the 
s t i l l standing Apponegansett Meetinghouse, located on the same site.) 

In addition to active paiticipation in the constiuction of the meetinghouse, 
John Tuckei is also lemembeied as an active ministei and influential membei of 
the Society of Fiiends duiing his lifetime. 

The woiking faim lemained in the Tuckei family. Although the size of the faim 
has changed, the essential coie of the faim, stietching fiom TUckei Road 
(named foi Heniy) to the Paskamansett Rivei and slightly beyond, has lemained 
intact, in the possession of the family since Henry TUckei's oiiginal settling. 

In 1809, aftei the b i i t h of his second child, Benjamin Tuckei (1781-1861), 
gieat giandson of John TUcket, bu i l t a new house on the faim, diagonally 
acioss the lane fiom the 1720 house, Benjamin b u i l t a 2 1/2-stoiy 
Fedeial-style lesidence facing Tuckei Road, although about 200 feet fiom i t . 
Iheie Benjamin woiked the faim and laised his family. In 1830, on the 
occasion of the maiiiage of Benjamin's daughtei Rhoda to William Giffoid, an 
addition was made to the 1809 house, expanding i t fiom thiee to a f u l l five 
bays in width. 

Upon Benjamin Tuckei's death in 1861, the piopeity was inheiited piimaiily by 
his son Chailes Russell (1809-1891), vrho lepoitedly bought out at that time 
any othei lelatives who may have had any claim to Benjamin's estate. Theie is 
no evidence that Chailes lived in the 1809 house; however, the family 

continued 
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lesponsibility foi sharing acconniodations with relatives and the cellar walls 
and beams suggest that a second addition, located to the reai of the house, 
occuried soon aftei Benjamin's death, peihaps in 1861 oi 1862, 

Duiing the mid- to late-19th centuiy, Chailes TUckei rose to a position of 
influence and inportance in nearby New Bedford. Raised on the Tucker Farm, 
Charles joined the merchant whaling f i i m of Issac Howland and Conpany, located 
in New Bedfoid, Latei, Mi, TUckei founded his own fiim with E, D, Mandell, 
Duiing whaling's heyday in New Bedfoid, Chailes lose to piominence and 
success, becoming Diiectoi of the MeichEints Bank, an investoi in many whaling 
voyages, tiustee of the New Bedfoid Institution foi Savings, and Piesident of 
the Comneicial ^^utual and Maiine Insuiance Company. Othei membeis of the 
Tuckei family followed similaily diveise puisuits in and aiound Daitmouth 
duiing the 19th and eaily-20th centuries, farming their land and working as 
well as doctors, merchants, and town o f f i c i a l s . 

In 1882, clear t i t l e to the Tucker farm was acquired by Job S. Gidley, who in 
1874 had man led Susanna TUckei, a diiect descendant of Heniy Tuckei, 
Although not a b i i t h i i g h t Quakei, Gidley (1844-1928) throughout his l i f e 
espoused the tenets of the Society of Fiiends, as had a l l the TUckeis. Aftei 
a seiious childhood illness, Gidley had vowed that he would follow a vocation 
that would help his fellow man. He chose teachir^ and became a lespected 
educatoi in the local schools. His obituaiy would note: 

I t is said he piefeiied those schools in the Town (in) which the School 
Conmittee f e l t d i f f i c u l t situations existed... Giown men in Daitmouth 
today (1928) have liv e l y lecollections of having been handled by the 
Quaker School teacher. 

(New Bedfoid Standaid Times, 12/23/1928) 

Gidley was also veiy active in town and Quakei a f f a i i s . Foi many yeais he was 
a membei of the School Committee, often as chaiiman. He paiticipated in the 
planning of new schools, designing and supeivising the constiuction of an 
elementaiy school on Tuckei Road in 1896. (On that site now stands a new 
school built in the 1920s and named, appiopilately, the "Job S. Gidley 
School".) In addition, Gidley held at vaiious times a l l the chief elective 
offices in the town: Selectman, Town Cleik, Tieasuiei, and Tax Assessoi, and 
often seived as modeiatoi at Town Meeting. 

continued 
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Despite a l l these inpressive ciedentials. Mi, Gidley piefeiied to be 
identified as a faimei, Duiing his lifetime, TUckei Faim became known as 
Gidley Faim. Upon his letiiement in 1890, he devoted much of his time to 
faiming, 

Aftei Gidley's death in 1928, his two unman led daughteis, Alice and 
Elizabeth, continued to live on the faim, hiii n g the seivices of a faim 
manage 1, Theii sistei Ann Gidley Lowiy, moved to the faim aftei the death of 
hei husband in 1953, Aftei the three sisteis' deaths (Alice died in 1972 
having suivived Elizabeth and Ann), the piesent owneis moved into the 1809 
house. Mis. Ruth Buigess is the giandaughtei of Susanna Tuckei and Job S. 
Gidley and the daughtei of lAaiy Jessie Gidley Caitei, the only one of Job 
Gidley's daughteis to spend most of hei married l i f e away from the farm. 

The farm remains a working farm with several fields (forty acres) devoted to 
hay, alf a l f a , and pasture. The 1720 house has been carefully restored and is 
now rented. The 1809 house, enlaiged by the successive nineteenth-centuiy 
additions desciibed above, lemains the lesidence of the owners, Thiough the 
establishment of conseivation tiusts, the descendants of Heniy TUckei have 
demonstiated theii cooniitment to pieserving the rural, agrarian qualities of 
the Tucker Farm even as subuiban piessuies from neaiby New Bedfoid giow evei 
gieatei, 

Archaeological Significance 
Since the patterns of piehistoiic occupation in Daitmouth aie pooily 
documented, any suiviving sites would be significant. Piehistoiic sites along 
the Paskamansett Rivei have the potential foi adding infoimation peitaining to 
native subsistence and settlement in the Daitmouth and Southeastern 
Massachusetts aiea. Laigei sites in Daitmouth aie known to occui in coastal 
and lakeside locales. Recent leseaich in the aiea suggests smallei sites, 
possibly foiaging oi collecting locations, associated with the laigei sites 
listed above may be found a l o i ^ i n t e i i o i livers like the Paskamansett. 
Piehistoiic sites in the aiea may also add valuable infoimation peitaining to 
local/iegional ethnic lesouice use and environmental charge, 

Histoiic aichaeological lemains desciibed above have the potential for 
providing detailed information on the chcinging social, cultural, and economic 
patterns that characterized l i f e on a prosperous Quaker farmstead. The social 
evolution of a single family can be traced at the Tucker Farm from i t s 
settlement in the 17th century to the present. The TUcker Farm is unique in 
that i t has been kept in the direct ancestral line from Henry Tucker, i t s 
founder. Charges in the TUcker family can be traced as well as charges in the 
farm and Dartmouth/New Bedford economy from i t s rural subsistence beginnings 
through later industry, commerce, whaling and the current state of farming in 
the Dartmouth area. 
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Arnold, James N,, Vital Recoids of Rhode Island. Nanagansett Histoiical 
Publishing Company, Piovidence, Rhode Island, 1893. 

Huid, Hamilton D., Histoiy of B i i s t o l County. J. W. Lewis 5 Co., 
Philadelphia, 1883. 

Tuckei, Ephiaim, Genealogy of the Tuckei Family. F. S. Blanchaid 5 Co., 
Woicestei, Mass., 1895. 

Lowiy, Ann Gidley, Tuckei Genealogy, unpublished genealogy of Heniy Tuckei and 
his descendants, in the possession of Mis. Ruth Buigess, Tuckei Faim. 

Unpublished l e t t e i s , notes and writings, in the possession of Mis. Ruth 
Buigess, TUckei Faim. 

Di. Edwaid Tuckei 
Ml. Jesse Tucker 
Mr. Job S. Gidley 

Original deed, maps, family recoids, l e t t e i s , papeis, etc, in the possession 
of Mis. Ruth Buigess, TUckei Faim. 

Newspapeis 

"New Bedfoid Standaid", Septembei 24, 1916; Decembei 23, 1928 
"New Bedfoid Standaid-Times", Octobei 31, 1966; Decembei 4, 1960 
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Quad- New Bedford North 
Scale- 1:25000 

UTM REFERENCES-
POINT ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

A 19 335120 4610660 

B 19 335140 4610320 

c 19 335040 4610050 

D 19 334640 4610100 

E 19 334540 4610200 

F 19 334820 4610520 

G 19 334900 4610590 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 

#1 Tucker Farm Historic District 
1178 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 
photographer: Peter M. Jacobsen, 1985 
negative: Dartmouth Historical Commission, Dartmouth, MA 
View: ca. 1720 House, Tucker Farm, south § west facades, looking northeast 

#2 Tucker Farm Historic District 
1178 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 
photographer: Peter M. Jacobsen 
negative: Dartmouth Historical Commission, Dartmouth, MA 
View: ca. 1809 House, Tucker Farm, east § south facades, looking northwest 

#3 Tucker Farm Historic District 
1178 Tucker Road, Dartmouth, MA 
photographer: Peter M. Jacobsen 
negative: Dartmouth Historical Commission, Dartmouth, MA 
View: Pond, Tucker Farm, looking north 







TUCKHl FAFM HISTORIC DISTRICT 
Daitmouth, Massachusetts 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

Note: a l l stieet addiesses aie 1178 Tuckei Road 

MAP# HISTORIC NAME DATE OF 
03SISTHJCTIGN 

STYLE STATUS/RESOURCE 

1 House ca. 1720 C/B 

2 House ca. 1809 C/B 

3 Bam ca. 1850 C/B 

4 Caiiiage House/Shed ca. 1800 C/B 

5 Shop A l t i l i t y Shed ca. 1950 NC/B 

6 Milk Shed ca. 1790 C/B 

7 Chicken Coop/Shed 20th c. NC/B 

8 Gieenhouse Foundation ca. 1940 NC/Si 

Picket Fence NC*/St 

Stone Walls NC*/St 

KEY DISTRICT TOTALS 
C. . ..contiibuting Contiibuting: 5B 
NC. ..noncontii but i ng Noncontiibut ing: 2B, ISi, 

B.. ..building 
Si. ..site 
St. ..stiuctuie 

*the picket fence and stone walls aie being consideied NC due to lack of 
infoimat ion at the piesent time 

MAY I 1 1988 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Tucker Farm 
B r i s t o l County 
MASSACHUSETTS tlEbbstafitlTe Hevlev 

^^J^resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
n owner objection 
im appeal 

Substantive Review: CH sample 

Working No. _ 
Fed. Reg. Date: 
Date Due: 
Action: 

"T"^ 

Federal Agency: 

ACCE 
RETURN 
REJECT. 

• request O appeal R decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

DISCI 

/ Q e J t U i u O t M ^ ' - S . a . C f l Z c . e ^ c y ^ ^ < ^ ^ - ^ i ^ - - B i ^ i ^ ^ C ^ . Date 

Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer > ^ - < ^ 

^ A r., ^ ^ y) -r̂  see coDtinuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

O good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

m ] ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

m i altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
• clarity _ . , 
• alterations/integrity 
• dates 
• boundary selection ^ .-V , • 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

n summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
CD relating significance to the resource 
CD context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
CD justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to. 

Signed Date Phone: 

G P O 91 B - 4 5 0 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached she^t 















The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

July 14, 1988 

Ms. Carol Shull 
Chief of Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Department of I n t e r i o r 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please f i n d the revised nomination foims for the following properties, 
which were returned by your o f f i c e for technical and substantive corrections: 

Tucker Farm (preferred) Historic D i s t r i c t / Dartmouth 
Joseph K. Manning House / Medford 

A l l corrections have been made, as requested. Please contact me i f you have any 
further questions. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Triedberg ^ 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

JUL %% m 
80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



Apr i l 28, 1988 

Carol Shul1 
National Register of H is tor ic Places 
Department of the In te r i o r " . 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 

Washington, DC 20013-7127 ^ 

Dear Ms. Shul l : . ^ 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the nomination forms for the fo l lowing propert ies: 

Amesbury, Lowel l 's Boat Shop, 459 Main Street 

Barre, No. 4 Schoolhouse, Farrington Road , 

Chelsea, Downtown Chelsea Residential H is tor ic D i s t r i c t ; roughly bounded 
by Shu r t l e f f , Marginal, and Div is ion Streets and Bellingham Square; HPCA #11031MA 

Dartmouth, Tucker Farm His tor ic D i s t r i c t , 1178 Tucker Road 

Grafton, Grafton Common His tor ic D i s t r i c t ; Worcester, Oak, M i l l bu ry , 
Church, South, Upton, and North Streets; HPCA #11049MA 

They have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been signed 
by the State His tor ic Preservation O f f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed of pending 
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were 
afforded the opportunity to comment. No comments have been received to date. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg ^ ' 
National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

BF/es 

Enclosure ĤĵY \ I '"̂̂Q 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. Talmage, Executive Director, State Historic Preservation Officer 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S ĉrf-tary 


