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1. Name of Property

historic name Tucker Farm (preferred) Historic District

ottier names/site number Gidley Farm

2. Location

street & number 1178 Tucker Road not for publication

city, town Dartmouth vicinity

state Massachusetts code 025 county Bristol code 005 zip code 02747

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
=X\ private I Ibuilding(s) Contributing Noncontributing
I I public-local 5n district . buildings
I I public-State I Isite .sites
I I public-Federal I Istructure . structures
I lobject . objects
Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register p

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards forregistering properties inthe
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In niy opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying official Date
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission;
State or Federal agency and bureau State Historic Preservation Officer
In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationai Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
entered in the National Register.
See continuation sheet,
n determined eligible for the National
Register. Q See continuation sheet.
| Idetermined not eligible forthe
National Register.

I Iremoved from the National Register,
n other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Functionor Wse Tucker Farm Dartnouth,

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single" dwelling
Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbuilding

Agriculture/Subsistence/animal facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Col oni al - Geor gi an
Early Republic-Federal

Descrit>e present and historic physical appearance.

lhe Tuckei Faim Daitnmouth,

Massachusetts

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Domestic/single dwelling

Agriculture/subsistence/agricultural outbuilBii®
Agriculture/Subsistence/animal facility

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls wood- shi ngl e
roof _ asphalt

other.

I spiesently a 148-acie tiact of land |ocated i n
ttie noithein pait of the Town of Daitnouth. '
Road (on the east) tojust beyond the Paskamansett Rivei

Ttie present faimluns fromlhbckei
(on the west). | he

farmis tx)unded onthe nozth by a canpgzound and t o the south axe ttie gi ovids

of the Fxlends Acadeoiy, a local day school

in New Bedford.

that was oxi gi nat ed by t he (X akexs

Fifty-seven acies aie included i nthe piesent nom nation; defined by a systan
of stone walls, they reflect the continued agricultural usage of theland by

the Tucker famly.

Excluded fromthe nomnation, but still

i nthe possession

of descendants of Henry | Ucker, are ninety-ttiree acres of secondary growth
(now protected as the Dartnouth Natural Resource Trust) that extend just

beyond the Paskamansett River, as well

as a 2 1/ 2-acre pond.

The farm grounds slope gently downward from Tucker Road toward the river bed.

Stone wal | s separate the property fromthe road, as well
Most of the acreage included i nthe nomnation is ccoposed

fields thensel ves.

asdefiningthe

of approximately forty-ttiree acres of fields (sone are under

cultivation—alfalfa, iiay, andw nter rye—and the reminder

I s pasture). I t

is likely that thefarmhistorically saw cultivation of thesane crops. A
twel ve-acre residential and barnyard area is |located just of f H ckex Road.

A lane traverses the property, startir® at TUcker Road where i t i s asptialt

paved as far asthe residential enclave.

t hen becones anarrow trail

| t then becooes adirt
to ttie pond that lies just beyond thebounds of this nom nation.
through the woods, across the Paskamansett River

lane nearly
(The | ane

on agranite stone bridge, tothe westernnost boundary of the famly's

property.)
that ranfromwiat we nowcall

This lane is believed to have been part of anearly Indian trail
Plynouth t o Newport.

Rermant s of ttiat trail

axe now Hat haway Road, Tucker Road, and O dWstport Road.

The residential enclave consists of twohouses, ca. 1720 and ca.
a carriage house/ shed, and two other small outbuildings.

follow.

1809, a baza,
Descriptions of all

fx] See continuatkxi sheet
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G 1720 House

The ca. 1720 house is a 2 1/2-stoiy, gable roofed residence, ttuee-bays-w de
and two-bays-deep with anell, facing south onto thelane that traversesthe
Hckex Farm |t is believed t ohave once adjoined a stone house, of which
only the el | (descrilaed bel ow) survives. The ca. 1720 house was built i n
front of and perhaps as an addition tothe smaller stone house of Henry

Hi cker. The buildingis of wooden constructionwith a stone foundation.
Presently the building's exterior fabric isweathered cedar shingles with
narrow cor nerboards with beaded edge, and sinple boxed roof cornice with
narrow frieze and no gutters. | hefront facade (south) contains the offset
front entry protected by a sinply braced small shed roof. The w ndows have
thick, rectai™ular casings, sills, and splayed lintels; they are 12/ 12 sash,
mostly replacenents. Wndow pl acenent is regular and bal anced except on the
west facade. Attic windows aresmaller insize, 6/6, but otherwise simlarto
the rest of the tiouse. 4
lhere isa 1 1/2-story ell onthe rear (north) of the house. Ihis ell, which
houses the kitchen, was erected ca. 1760 when the remains of the original
stone house were danolished; the el | is believed tostand upon the site of the
stone house although it does not necessarily represent the dinensions of the
stone house. lhe el l is gable roofed, covered with natural cedar shingles
with trimand w ndows mat ching the main house. Al | roofs axe covexed with
asphalt shingles.

Ihe inteiiox of the house is marked by early construction and finish
tectuiiques. The cellar reveals the post and beamconstructionwith transverse
sunner beans. | hefoundation's north wall includes an area believed to be
conposed of stone from the ol d stone house, as nortar found on these stones
incorporated ground sea shells instead of commercial |lime. | nthe atticare
tiand-hewn roof rafters, nunbered with Ronan numerals, joinedwith trenails,
stiffened with simlarly hew, nunbered, and joined cellar ties. Roof boards
are a full one inch thick, randomw dth, sone with bark merely renoved fioni
the edge presenting an irregular surface, others sawn straight. The exposed
sheathing on the side of the house inthe attic issimlar totheroof boards
and applied vertically.

Ihe finishedroons inthe first twofloors typically have gunstock corner
posts, boxed ceiling beans with beaded corners, wainscotting, and paneling of
feather-edged boards. Doors aregenerally four-panel. | helarge chimey at
the western end of thelarge first and second floor roons serves as a
fireplace and oven on the first floor and a fireplace on the second.

conti nued
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G 1809 House

Di agonal Iy across thelane fromthe ca. 1720 house, and facing I\icker Road,
al though atxDut 200 feet fromit, is a five-bay Federal-style residence. |t
was originally constructed ca. 1809 as a half Federal with side entry but
quickly increased toa full Federal and, as the century progressed, addedt o
in the rear, as a small el | was enlarged several tinaes. (lhe latter now
contains adining room kitchen, enclosed porch, and upstairs bedroons.)

At thetime of itsconstruction in 1809, this 2 1/2-story house had a "connon
room on the first floor, located at the back, which ran the width of the
house. |his roomwas heated by a large fireplace that connected to a
substantial central stone chinmey base in the cellar. 1 nthe front of the
house was the parlor, on the northeast corner, heated tjyanother fireplace
opening fromthe central chimmey. The front door of the house was on t he
sout heast corner, and opened onto a hall leading back t othe cannon room

The second floor was reached by a staircase fromthe hall, three roons were
above thetwo first floor roons. Two had fireplaces. A small stairwell ran
fromthe large back roomtotheattic, which was unfinished except for a rough
floor and two w ndows.

1830 addition

lhe first addition tothe original structure occurred i n1830. This addition
was on the south front side of the original building and expanded its three
bays toa full five bays. A roomwas built on the other side of the front
door, with a second floor room and an attic that joined theoriginal attic
above that. Only two-bays-deep, however, the 1830 addition extends only to
the ridge line of the original structure.

CGa. 1861 addition

It is believed that a second addition was added in 1861 or 1862. This
addition was in back of the early main room included another smaller chimey
on itswest end, andwas possibly used as a kitchen.

Ca 1882 addition

lhe third and last addition tothe nmain house, nade ca. 1882, was |ocated
directly behind the ca. 1861 addition andwas a roomthat becane t he kitchen,
with the earlier addition becomr” the dining room

conti nued
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The ca. 1809 House Today

I he house's nain facade (east) is a carefully balanced 2 1/2-story Federal
building, clad with weathered cedar shingles, triamed with narrow cornerboards
and a sinple, boxed roof cornice with narrowfrieze. Ihe &6 w ndows have
thick casings topped with splayed lintels, enhanced with exterior shutters.

I he six-panel front door (two sniall upper |ights) is flanked by engaged
pilasters supporting a flat entablature with dentil work. Except for the

chi mey pl acenent, the facade is well-balanced. (lhe north chimey was taken
down and re-built, nuch smaller, in 1896.)

lhe building' s south facade clearly delineates the original size of tlie house,
for the rear slope of the gable roof was not included in the additionto the
mai n house; instead, on the addition (southern portionof the main building),
the exterior wall drops straight down from the roof's peak. Beside itis the
expected rear section of the gable roof on the original main house, a ful

2 12 stories, with 6 windows (with splayed lintels), rake boards, and |ust
above the long ell's intersecting gable roof, the roof cornice and part of tiie
cornerboards duplicatingthose on the house's front

lhe lor*ell, also wood frame with gable roof (which intersectsthe nain
house at the house's cornice line), consists of at |east two separate

ni neteenth-century additions, which were added as time and circumstances
permtted. Continuing the painted, sinple trimand weathering shingles of the
mai n house, the el | exhibits sone varying w ndow pl acement and style, most
being 66 with flat casings and squared lintels. There are, too, &8 nodern
wi ndows at the very rear (west end) where there is also a nodernbrick
exterior chimey. The south side of the ell, where the ground slope requires
full exposure of the nmortar and stone cellar walls, has a small greenhouse
attached as well as a cellar entrance.

O the north facade of the buildingone can again clearly see the lines of the
original main house with sinple cornerboards and rake boards, with &6 w ndows
with thick casir”s and splayed lintels. O this facade there is a full-wdth,
one-story porch, now enclosed, added in the nineteenth century.

House Interior Today

The interior of the buildingexhibitsthe materials and detail predicted by
its exterior. It islargely original with sinple detail. The roons are
relatively small with flat finishedceilings, wooden floors, and painted or
papered wal | s often atxjve wi de board wainscotting. The front entry opens into

cont inued
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a hall/foyer that contains the handsone stairway to the second floor as wel
as entrances to the roons to the right and left and, through the hall, to the
rear roons.

The ell contains a second floor, reached tx)th through the main house and
through a separate unit of stairs within the ell. These upper roons are at a
different level fromthe nmain house's second floor, and are smaller and quite
sinple intrim The main floor of the ell contains a wainscotted dining room
and to its rear a spacious and nodern Kkitchen.

The cellar of the house, with foundationwalls of stone, runs under the entire
structure except for the porch. |t provides anple evidence of post and beam
construction, ingood condition. There is, too, a double sill at the junction
of the main house and the beginning of the ell, strongly suggesting the point

of one addition. The nmain house's attic offers further evidence of the age of;
the building with randomw de board sheathing and roof boards. It also '
provides evidence of the original chimmey with patches inflooring, roof \
boards, and cut-outs inroof rafters and collar ties.

As with the 1720 house, this building is inexcellent condition, with obvious
concern evidenced by the owners for maintainingits historic character and
mnimzing the inpact of necessary nodern utilities, cooking, and sanitary
facilities.

I'his house has a painted picket fence with cap rail running fromits
northeastern corner along the lane/driveway to I\icker Road.

Barn and Qut bui | di ngs

Ihe residential enclave includes a barn and several outbuildings. All are
wood frane, with gable roof, weathered cedar shingle siding, and asphalt
shingle roofs, matching the two residences. |he barn, ca. 1850, was built to
replace an earllex bain. Oxiginally a dairy barn, the building is now used as
a horse barn with hay loft above. Horse stalls now take the place of the
former cow stanchions. Next to the barn (on its east side) is a small
shingl ed shop/shed of nodern construction. Just to the east of that is the
carriage house/ garage, a somewhat ramblir” one-story-plus wooden building,
built ca. 1800, of post and beamconstruction with randomw dth board
sheathing/siding. Across the circular drive area, just west of the 1809
house, is a shed, of simlar construction to the carriage house, which, in
part at least, was once a m |k shed. To the north of the 1720 house, perhaps
one hundred yards, is a relatively nodern chicken coop/shed, no |onger used.

conti nued
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(n the property, there arealso poured concrete foundations, ca. 1940, |ocated
near Tucker Road t othe southeast of the 1809 house. |hese foundations were
for greenhouses ttiat were never built; they arenow obscured by brush and
trees and ar econsidered noncontributing.

Arctiaeol ogi cal Description

Wiile no prehistoricsites arecurrently recorded on the property, it is
highly likely that sites are present. |1V& sites have been reported within the
general area (within onemle). Ihe physical characteristicsof the property,
broad terraces adjacent tothe Paskamansett River and its wetlands yet close
to the coast, would have nade this an attractive area for native settlenent

and subsistence activities. Gven the large size of the parcel and the
limted anount of historical development, it ishighly probable that sites are
present.

f
lhere is also a high potential for significant historical archaeological
remains on the property. Controlled testing and excavation nay helpto
resolve whether any remains of the l17th-century stone house (and structures
related toit) survive, as well as docunent noxe piecisely the conponents,
layout, and function of thefaxnstead as i t evolved duxing the18th and 19th
centuxies. Occipation-related features (trashpits, privies, wells) are
l'ikely around both the ca. 1720 and ca. 1809 houses.
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Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally
Applicable National Register Criteria

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) " A QB OC

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Agriculture
Architecture

Significant Person
N/A

Q statewide H

locally

[XJA [II]B [X]C | |D

e £ I 1G

Significant Dates
ca. 1720
ca. T8U”N

Period of Significance
ca. 16B9-1937

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted at>ove.

| Ucker Farm Dartnuuth, is a large,

(one built ca.

throughout the period of significance (ca.
A nunber of outbuildings areincluded as well.
are defined by stone walls throughout.

| Ucker family increased.
Fields, still under cultivation,

intact farmcooplex located on |and
originally purchased by Henry Tucker in the md-17th century.
retaining tothis day a large portion of the oxiginal
the ownership of Tucker's descendants.
1720 and the other ca. 1809), which received sone additions

| hefarm
land gxant, remainsi n
I he property includes two residences

1669- 1937) as the size of the

Retaining integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and

an extraordinarily intact setting, as well

as associations with an inportant

\ local famly and ttie settlement and devel opment of agricultural Dartnouth,

» Tucker Farmfullfils CriteriaA and C of the National

Pl aces on the local |evel.

Regi ster of Historic

Il he Town of Dartnouth was originally an enornous tract of land (in New England

scal e) encogpassing ttie present Towns of Westport, Acustinet,

Fai r haven,

Dartmouth, the City of New Bedford and parts of Little Coopton and Tiverton,

Fhode |sl and.

streams, cedar swanps, and a | oi" coastline with bays and inlets.
Plymout h col onists, including Ml es Standish and

thirty-four of thefirst

Peter Brown, puxctiased O dDartnouth fromthe Wanpanoag I ndians.
proprietor's stiare included at |east 2,000 acres.

't was for the nost part densely forested with crisscrossing

| n 1652,

Each
NMany of the proprietors

chose not tosettle inDartnouth, as they were already established el sewhere.

Settlement of thearea was slow. By 1663,
for thesupport of the settlement by order of the Plymouth authorities.

of the proprietors were forced tosell

absent ee owners were t»aing taxed
Sone
of f some of their stiares, and anongt he

purchasers of these shares were Baptists and Quakexs, seeking xefuge and

\E] See continuatkm sheet
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escape fromreligious intolerance on what was then the frontier. Absentee
ownership, Dartmouth's isolating forests and waterways, and religiousfriction
all contributed to dispersed settlement rather than the nore traditional

nucl eus of the planned New England village with itscentral green surrounded
by a cluster of buildings.

Arong the first settlers was Henry Tuckei. Boin in the County of ICent,
England, in 1619, it is believed that Henry Tucker was a descendant of Robert
Tucker, the Mayor of Exeter, Devonshire, in 1538  Hsnry left England at |east
by 1650, and noxe pxobably as eaxly as 1645, and settled in ttie M|lton axea,
neai Boston. By 1651, Henry TlUcker had maxxied Maxtha (mai den nane unknown)
in a sexvice of the Society of Fxlends, duly xecoxded in tiie Society's Rhode
Island Monthly Meeting Mnutes. Henry and Maxtha xemained in Mlton, but wexe
incieasingly objects of leligious intolexance. In 1664 Henxy Tuckex cane
undex the iieof Revexend Toxrey, who seized coxd wood fxomM . Tuckex and
sold it fox his own pxofit in Boston. As a xesult of such actions, Henxy and
Maxt ha al ong with othei Quakexs (including George Babcock, a nane to reappear
with Henry's in Dartnouth) noved to Saindwch, a strong and wel com ng centex
fox eaxly Friends. Then at sotne time later, the Tucker famly, now including
four children, appears to have noved to Rhode Island, pertiaps Newport, as
referred to in the xecoxds of the Rhode Island Society of Fx|ends.

In 1669, Henxy | Uckex paid fifteen pounds to Wlliam Allen, son-in-law of
original Dartmouth proprietor Peter Brown. H's purchase was for one third of
Mx. Brown's share of Eeirtmouth. 1his, with other purchases, established the
ownexship of a substantial holding in Daxtnouth by the Tuckex famly.

Tiadition reports that Henry Ibcker wal ked along an Indian trail on the land
he had purchased until he noticed a path that led to a spring of cool bubbling
vratei. This Indian trail led fromwhat w now call Plymouth to Newport.
Parts of this trail are incorporated into present-day roads of Dartnouth,
particularly Hathaway Road and Od Westport Road, the latter being the Qd
Road to Newport. Pausing at the spring, Henry Tucker is said to have decided
that this would be the ideal spot for him and his famly. Wth nost of the
famly still in Rhode Island, Henry and his oldest sons visited frequently,
electing a one-xocmstone house fox the famly. A surveyor by profession,
Henry Tuckex was the Town of Daxtmouth H ghway Suxveyor in 1671, so it was
quite probable that he at least was in residence in the Town by that year.
lhe 1679 record of Henry's eldest son Abrahams nmarriage to Mary S ocomnakes
reference to "Henxy of Daxtnouth" and "Mixy of Rhode Island." Most |ikely hy
this time ox soon afterwards, the famly was in residence in the small stone
house in Dartmouth near the cool spring Henry had found sone years tjefoie.

cont i nued
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Dux ing this time, Dartmouth town records include "Henry |bcker andwife
Martha"; while at the same time the Rhode Island Society of Friends include
the I'Ucker famly intheir records. This ispuzzlinguntil itisrealized
that the Dartnouth Friends, although they met weekly for worship ineach
other's homes, were not organized into a Dartmouth fAnthly Business \feeting
until 1700. Wen it cane to matters of business, this was done tluough the
larger Rhode Island Society of Friends—o which all Dartnouth Friends at ttiat
tinme belonged. Hence the recording of all vital records for Dartnouth Quakers
in ttie Rhode Island Friend s records.

| nJune 1684, agents for the proprietors of the Town of Dartnouth reached an

agreenent with Henry I\icker andGeorge Babcock tobuild agrist mll in the
town, an agreenent which al so provided thetw w than additional 200 acres of
land within thetown. 1n 1707 Eliashib Smth acquired title tothis mll, A

| ocat ed upstream fromTucker's farmat a small crossroads that would becone a
vill age bearing Eliashib's surname: Smth MIIs. *

The original Tlcker Farmextended across a large tract of land from(in
present descriptive terns) Hathaway Road on the north t osouth of Allen
Street, and frcmSlocun Road on the east proceeding westerly acrossthe
Paskamansett River tothe present O dWstport Road. (Alater purctiase
extended this to Buttonwood Br ook—how within Ned Bedford' s Buttonwood Park.)
The famly acquired other parcels within the town, owning at one time, it is
estimated, between 800 and 1000 acres. Anor” the Tucker fam |y hol di ngs was
one of the Elizabetli islands just off the Dartmouth coast, theisland of
Pasque.

Henry Tucker was first a surveyor andmill owner, then a farner. Hi ssons
continued thefarmng tradition. Jotin (1656-1751) journeyed to New Jerseyi n
1688 to marry Ruth Vdoley (the Woleys originally cane fromRhode Island). In
1693, Jotin and his famly returned to Dartnouth and the Tucker Farm
presumably settling inthe stone house. Heruy died in 1694, passing thefarm
and other property to his sons. Jotmcontinued working thefarm and byt he
early-18th century tiad built a 2 1/2-story gable-roof ed wooden house, in front
of or added ontothestone one. [his new house was finished by 1720 and i s
included i nthe present nomnation. A letter from Jesse Tucker (1817-1902)t o
Dr. Edward | Ucker speculates that the northwall of thesecond house probably
contains sone stones fromthe original house, as nortar found on the stones
incorporated ground sea shells instead of cooinercial Iime. The final history
of the original stone house is unknown. |t could have had nany uses by John's

conti nued
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fam |y—such as storage area or aninmal quarters. WWen the present rear
addition toJohn's house was built ca. 1760, it was quite possibly built over
the finally filled-in remains of theoriginal stone house. This ell hasno
cellar beneath it and i sthe present kitchen.

In addition tofamly matters, Jotin was active i nCieiker religious affairs.
In 1698, four Dartmouth Friends, neeting at the house of Jotin Laptiam agreed
to undertake the construction of a neetinghouse for the Dartnouth (>iakers.
lhe four were Peleg Sl ocun, who donated fifteen acres of land for thesite of
the meetinghouse, Jacob Mott, and John and Abrziham| Ucker. The neetinghouse
was constructed i n1698-1699 and was t hefirst Friends Meetinghousei n
Dartmouth, Located i nthe geographical center of the Town (and nore than
three mles fromthe Tucker Farnm, it was thefirst Apponegansett
Nfeetinghouse. MNow Dartnouth Friends could liold their own monthly business
meetings; they would no longer have totravel to Rhode Island. (Iheoriginal
meet i nghouse was torn down i nttie eighteenth century and replaced withthe
still standing Apponegansett Meetinghouse, |ocated on the sane site.)

In addition toactive participation inttie construction of the neetingtiouse,
Jotin Tucker i s also renenberedas an active mnister and influential nenper of
the Society of Friends during his lifetime.

lhe working farmrenmained i nthe Tucker famly. Althoughthe size of the farm
has changed, the essential core of thefarm stretching fromTucker Road

(naned for Henry) tothe Paskamansett River and slightly beyond, has remained
intact, inthe possessionof thefamly since Henry Tucker's oxiginal settling.

In 1809, aftex thebirth of his second child, Benjamn Tucker (1781-1861),
great grandson of Jolin TUcker, built a newhouse on the farm diagonally
across thelane fromthe 1720 house. Benjamn built a 2 1/2-story

Federal -style residencefacii® Tucker Road, alttiough about 200 feet fromit.
| here Benjam n worked thefarmand raised hisfamly. 1n1830, on the
occasion of the marriage of Benjamn's daughter Rhoda toW I liamG fford, an
addition was nade t ot he 1809 house, expanding it fromttuee toa full five
bays i nw dth.

Upon Benj am n Tucker's death i n 1861, the property was inherited primarily by
his son Charles Russell (1809-1891), who reportedly bought out at that tine
any other relatives who nay have had any claimt o Benjamn's estate. |lherei s
no evidence ttiat Charles lived i nttie 1809 tiouse; tiowever, thefamly

conti nued



NPS f m \000" OMB Aaprom Mo

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

TUcker Farm

Dartmout h, Massachusetts
Section number Page

responsibility for sharing acconmodations with relatives and the cellar walls
and beans suggest that a second addition, located to the rear of the house,
occurred soon after Benjamn's death, perhaps in 1861 or 1862.

During themd- to late-19th century, Charles Tucker rose to a position of
influence and inportance i nnearby New Bedford. Raised on the Tucker Farm
Charles joined the nerchant whaling firmof Issac How and and Conpany, |ocated
in New Bedford. Later, M. Tucker founded hisow firmwith E D Mandell.
During whaling' s heyday i nNw Bedford, Charles rose to promnence and
success, tDecomng Director of the Merchants Bank, an investor innany wtialing
voyages, trustee of the New Bedford Institution for Savings, and President of
the Conmercial Mitual and Marine Insurance Conpany. Qher nenbers of the
Tcker famly followed simlarly diverse pursuits i nand around Dartnouth
during the 19th and early-20th centuries, farmng their land and working as
wel | as doctors, merchants, and town officials.

In 1882, clear title to the Tucker farmwas acquired by Job S Gdley, who in
1874 liad married Susanna Tucker, a direct descendant of Henry Tucker.

Al though not a birttiright Quaker, Gdley (1844-1928) throughout his life
espoused the tenets of the Society of Friends, as had all the Tuckers. After
a serious childtiood illness, Gdley had vowed ttiat he would follow a vocation
that would help his fellownan. H chose teaching and becane arespected
educator inthe local schools. H's obituary would note:

It issaid he preferred those schools i nthe Town (in) which the School
Conmttee felt difficult situations existed... Gown nen i nDartnmouth
today (1928) have lively recollections of having been handl ed by the
Quaker School teacher.

(New Bedford Standard Times, 12/23/1928)

G dley was also very active i ntow and Quaker affairs. For nany years he was
a menijer of the School Connittee, often as chairman. H participated i nthe
pl anni ng of new schools, designing and supervising the construction of an

el ementary school on Tucker Road i n 1896. (On that site now stands a new
school built inthe 1920s and naned, appropriately, the "Job S G dley
School".) Inaddition, Gdley held at various tines all the chief elective
offices inthe town: Selectman, Town Clerk, Treasurer, and Tax Assessor, and
of ten served as nmoderator at Town Nfeeting.

conti nued
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Despite all ttiese inpressivecredentials, I-tr. Gdley preferred to be
identified as a farnmer. During his [ifetime, Tucker Farmbecane known as
Gdley Farm Upon his retirement in 1890, he devoted nuch of his time to
farm ng.

After Gdley's death in 1928, his two unmarried dav*hters, Alice and

El i zabeth, continued to live on the farm hiring the services of a farm
manager. Their sister Ann G dley Lowy, noved to the farmafter the death of
her husband in 1953. After the three sisteis' deaths (Alice died in 1972
having suxvived Elizabethand Ann), the pxesent ownexs noved into the 1809
house. Ms. Ruth Buigess is the giandaughtex of Susanna Tuckei and Job S

G dley and the daughtex of "axy Jessie G dl ey Caxtex, the only one of Job

G dley's daughteis to spend nwst of hei mauled |ife away fxomthe faxm

The faxmlemains a woiking faimwith seveial fields (foxty acxes) devoted to
tiay, alfalfa, and pastuie. Tiie 1720 house has been caiefully restoredand is
now rented. |he 1809 house, enlarged by the successive nineteenth-century
addi tions described atxjve, ranains the residence of ttie owners. Through the
establishment of conservation trusts, the descendants of Henry Tucker have
demonstrated their commtnent to preserving the rural, agrarianaqualities of
the Tucker Farmeven as suburban pressures fromnearby New Bedford growevei
greater.

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Since the patterns of prehistoric occupation i nDartmouth are poorly
docunented, any surviving sites would be significant. Prehistoric sites along
the Paskamansett River tiave the potential for adding information pertaining to
native subsistence and settlement inthe Dartnmouth and Southeastern
Massactrusetts area. Larger sites inDartmouth are known to occur in coastal
and | akeside locales. Recent research inthe area suggests smaller sites,
possibly foragingor collecting locations, associated with the larger sites
listed abovemay be found aloi” interior rivers like the Paskamansett.
Prehistoric sites inthe area nay also add val uable information pertaining to
| ocal /regional ettinic resource use and environnmental change.

Hi storic arcliaeological remains described atxjve have the potential for
providing detailed information on the ciianging social, cultural, and economc
patterns that ctiaracterized |ife on a prosperous Quaker farnstead. The soci al
evolution of a single famly can be traced at the Tucker Farmfromi ts
settlement inthe 17th century to the present. [he Tucker Farmi s unique in
that it has been kept inthe direct ancestral line fromHenry Tucker, its
founder. Chaises inthe TUcker famly can be traced as well as changes inthe
farmand Dartnout h/ New Bedf ord econoniy fromits rural subsistence beginnings
tlirough later industry, ccrmerce, wtialing and the current state of farmngin
the Dartnouth area.

,01*00,t
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#1 Tucker FarmHistoric District
1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M\
phot ographer: Peter M Jacobsen, 1985
negative: Dartnouth Historical Conmssion, Dartnouth, M
View ca. 1720 House, Tucker Farm south 8§ west facades, |ooking northeast

#2 Tucker FarmHistoric District

1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M

phot ographer: Peter M Jacobsen

negative: Dartnouth Historical Conmssion, Dartnouth, M

View ca. 1809 House, Tucker Farm east 5 south facades, |ooking northwestf
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#3 Tucker FarmHistoric District ?

1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M

phot ographer: Peter M Jacobsen

negative: Dartmouth Historical Comm ssion, Dartnouth, M\

View Pond, Tucker Farm |ooking north
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The Tucker Fann, Dartmouth, is presently a 148-acre tract of land located in

the northern part of vhe Town of Dartmouth. The present farm runs from Tucker
Road (on the east) to just beyond the Paskamansett River (on the west). The

farm is bounded on the north by a campground and to the south are the grounds
of the Friends Academy, a local day school that was originated by the Quakers
in New Bedford.

' Fifty-seven acres are included in the present nomination; defined by a system
of stone walls, they reflect the continued agricultural usage of the land by

* the Tucker family. Excluded from the nomination, but still in the possession
of descendants of Henry Tucker, are ninety-three acres of secondary growth
(now protected as the Dartmouth Natural Resource Trust) that extend just
beyond the Paskamansett River, as well as a 2 1/2-acre pond.

The farm grounds slope gently downward from Tucker Road toward the river bed.
Stone walls separate the property from the road, as well as defining the
fields themselves. Most of the acreage included in the nomination is composed
of approximately forty-three acres of fields (some are under
cultivation--alfalfa, hay, and winter rye—and the remainder is pasture). It
is likely that the farm historically saw cultivation of the same crops. A
twelve-acre residential and barnyard area is located just off Tucker Road.

A lane traverses the property, starting at Tucker Road where it is asphalt
paved as far as the residential enclave. It then becomes a dirt lane nearly
to the pond that lies just beyond the bounds of this nomination. (The lane
then becomes a narrow trail through the woods, across the Paskamansett River
on a granite stone bridge, to the westernmost boundary of the family's
property.) This lane is believed to have been part of an early Indian trail
that ran from what we now call Plymouth to Newport. Remnants of that trail
are now Hathaway Road, Tucker Road, and OIld Westport Road.

The residential enclave consists of two houses, ca. 1720 and ca. 1809, a barn,
a carriage house/shed, and two other small outbuildings. Descriptions of all
A follow. .

o ot\-,y - "\ - .

' . continued
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G 1720 House

The ca. 1720 house i sa 2 1/2-stoiy, gable loofed |esidence, thiee-bays-w de
and two-bays-deep with anell, facing south onto thelane that tiaveisesthe
Tuckei Faim | tishbelieved tohave once adjoined a stone house, of which
only theell (desciibed below) suivives. Theca. 1720 house was builti n
fiont of and pei haps as anaddition tothesraallei stone house of Heniy
Ibckei. Thebuilding i sof wooden constiuction with a stone foundation.
Piesently thebuilding's exteiioi fabiic i s weatheied cedai shingles with

naii ow coi nei boaids with beaded edge, andsinple boxed |oof cornice with
naiiow fiieze and nogutteis. Thefiont facade (south) contains theoffset
fiont entiy piotected by asinply biaced small shed | oof. The w ndows have
thick, lectangulai casir”s, sills, andsplayed lintels; they aie 12/12 sash,
mostly |eplacements. Wndow pl acenent i slegulai and bal anced except on the
west facade. Attic windows aiesmllei insize, 6/6, but otheiwise simlai to
the lest of the house.

Theie isa 1 1/2-stoiy el |l ontheleai (noith) of thehouse. This ell, which
houses the kitchen, was elected ca. 1760 when the | emains of t heoiiginal

stone house wei e denolished; theell i sbelieved tostand upon thesite of the
stone house althoiagh it does not necessaiily lepiesent thedinensions of the
stone house. Theell i sgable |oofed, coveied with natuial cedai shingles

with tiimandw ndows matching thenmain house. All [oofs aiecoveied with
asphalt shingles.

lhe inteiioi of thehouse is nmaiked by eaily constiuction and finish
techniques. Thecellai leveals thepost and beamconstiuction with tiansveise
surmei beans. The foundation's noith wall includes anaiea believed to be
conposed of stone fiom the ol d stone house, asmitai found on these stones
incoipoi ated giound sea shells instead of comeicial lime. Intheatticaie
hand- hewn | oof lafteis, nunbeied with Ronan nuneials, joined with tienails,
stiffened with simlaily hewn, nunmbeied, andjoined cellai ties. Roof boaids
aie afull oneinch thick, landomwi dth, sone with baik neiely |emved fiom
the edge piesenting aniiiegulai suiface, otheis sawn stiaight. The exposed
sheathing onthe side of the house i ntheattic issimlai totheloof boaids
and applied veitically.

The finished looms i nthe fiist twofloois typically have gunstock cotnei
posts, boxed ceiling beans with beaded coineis, wainscotting, and panelingof
feat hei -edged boai ds. Doois aiegeneially foui-panel. The |aige chimey at
the western end of thelaige fiist andsecond flooi I1GoMB seives as a
fiieplace and oven onthe fiist flooi and a fiieplace onthe second.

cont i nued
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G 1809 House

Di agonal Iy acioss thelane fiom the ca. 1720 house, and facir” Hickei Road,
al though about 200 feet fiomit, isa five-bay Fedeial-style lesidence. It
was oiiginally constiucted ca. 1809 as a half Fedeial with side entiybut
quickly incieased toa full Fedeial and, as the centuiy piogiessed, addedt o
in theleai, asasmll ell was enlaiged seveial times. (Thelattei now
contains adining loom kitchen, enclosed poich, andupstaiis bedi oons.)

At thetime of itsconstiuction in1809, this 2 1/2-stoiy house had a "conmon
loom onthe fiist flooi, located at the back, whichlanthewdth of the
house. This loomwas heated by a laige fiieplace that connectedto a
substantial cential stone chirmey base i nthecellai. I nthefiont of the
house was t he pailoi, onthenoitheast comei, heated by anothei fiieplace
opening fiom the cential chimey. The fiont dooi of the house was on t he
sout heast coinei, andopened onto a hall leading back t othe commtion | oom

The second flooi was | eached by a staiicase fiom thehall, thiee |oons weie
above thetwofiist flooi looms. Two hadfiieplaces. A small staiiwell | an
fiom the laige back loomtothe attic, whichwas unfinished except foi alQugh
flooi and two w ndows.

1830 addition

The fiist addition totheoiiginal stiuctuieoccuiied i n 1830. This addition
was on the south fiont side of theoiiginal building andexpanded its three
bays toa full five bays. A loomwas built on the othei side of thefiont
dooz, with a second flooi loom andanattic that joined theoiiginal attic
above that. Only two-bays-deep, howevei, t he 1830addition extends onlyto
the lidge line of theoiiginal stiuctuie.

CGa. 1861 addition

It isbelieved that a second addition was added i n 1861 oi 1862. This
addition was i nback of theeaily main Ioom included anothei smallei chinney
on it swest end, and was possibly used as a kitchen.

CGa. 1882 addition

The thiid and last addition tothenmain house, nmade ca. 1882, was |ocated
diiectly behind the ca. 1861 addition andwas a | oomthat becane the kitchen,
with theeailiei addition becomng thedining |oom

conti nued
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The ca. 1809 House Today

The house's main facade (east) i sa caiefully balanced 2 1/2-stoiy Fedeial
building, clad with weatheied cedai shingles, tiimied with naiiow coineiboaids
and a sinple, boxed loof cornice withnnaiiow fiieze. The &6 w ndows have
thick casings topped with splayed lintels, enhanced with exteiioi shutteis.
The six-panel fiont dooi (twosmall uppei lights) i sflanked by engaged
pilasteis suppoiting a flat entablatuiew th dentil woik. Except foi the

chi mey pl acenent, thefacade is well-balanced. (Thenoith chi mey was tadcen
down and | e-built, much smallei, i n1896.)

The building' s south facade cleaily delineates theoiiginal size of thehouse,
foi theleai slope of thegable |oof was not included i ntheadditionto the
mai n house; instead, on the addition (southern poition of themain building),
the exteiioi wall diops stiaight down fiomtheloof'speak. Besideitis the
expected leai section of thegable |OCf on theoiiginal main house, a full

2 1/2 stoiies, with 6/6 windows (with splayed lintels), l|ake boaids, and just
above theloi™ ell's inteisecting gable loof, thelQof cornice andpait of the
coi nei boaids duplicatingthose on the house's fiont.

The long ell, also wood fiame with gable |oof (which inteisects themain

house at the house's cornice line), consists of at |east two sepaiate

ni neteenth-centuiy additions, which weie added as time and ciicunmstances
peimtted. Continuing thepainted, sinpletiimandweatheiing shingles of the
mai n house, theell exhibits sone vaiyir® w ndow pl acenent and style, mnost

being 6/6 with flat casings and squaied lintels. Theie aie, too, 88 nodem

wi ndows at theveiy leai (west end) wheie theie i salso ancdembiick

exteiiol chimmey. The south side of theell, wheie thegiound slope lequiies
full exposuie of themoitai and stone cellai walls, has a small gi eenhouse
attached as well as a cellai entiance.

OCa thenoith facade of thebuilding one canagain cleaily seethelines of the
oiiginal main house with sinple coineiboaids and | ake boaids, with 66 w ndows
with thick casings and splayed lintels. @ this facade theie i sa full-width,
one-stoiy poich, now enclosed, added i nthenineteenth centuiy.

House Inteiioi Today

lhe inteiioi of thebuilding exhibits themateiials anddetail piedictedby
Its exteiioi. Itislaigely oiiginal with sinpledetail. The loons aie
lelatively small with flat finished ceilir®s, wooden floois, and paintedoi
papei ed wal | s of ten above wi de boaid wainscotting. The fiont entiy opens into

cont inued
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a hall/foyei that contains the handsone staiiway t othesecond flooi as well
as entiances tothelooms tothelight and left and, thiough thehall, to the
leai | oons.

The ell contains a second flooi, |eached both thiough the nain house and
thiough a sepaiate unit of staiis within theell. These uppei loons aieat a
diffeient level flora themain house's second flooi, and ai esmallei and quite
sinple intiim The main flooi of theell contains awainscotted dining | Gm
and toits leai a spacious and nodemkitchen.

The cellai of the house, with foundation walls of stone, |uns undei the entiie
stiuctuie except foi thepoich. It piovides anple evidence of post and beam
constiuction, i ngood condition. Theie is, too, adouble sill at thejunction
of themain house and t he beginning of theell, stiongly suggesting thepoint
of one addition. The main house's attic offeis fuithei evidence of the age of
the building with [andomw de boaid sheathing and | oof boaids. It also

pi ovides evidence of theoiiginal chimmey with patches inflooiing, [oof

boai ds, and cut-outs i nloof lafteis andcollai ties.

As with the 1720 house, this building i sinexcellent condition, with obvious
concein evidenced by the owneis foi maintaining its histoiic chaiactei and
mnimzing theinpact of necessaiy nmodemutilities, cooking, and sanitaiy
facilities.

Thi s house has a painted picket fence with caplail lunning fiomits
noi theastem comei along thelane/diiveway to Hi ckei Road.

Bam and Qut bui | di ngs

The lesidential enclave includes a bamand seveial outbuildings. All aie
wood fiame, with gable [oof, weatheied cedai shingle siding, and asphalt
shingle loofs, matching thetwolesidences. Thebam ca. 1850, was bhuiltt o
leplace aneailiei bam Oiiginally adaily bam thebuilding i snow usedas
a hoise bamwith hay loft above. Hoise stalls nowtake theplace of the
foimei cowstanchions. Next tothe bam(onits east side) i s asmll

shingl ed shop/shed of nodemconstiuction. Just tothe east of that i s the
caiiiage house/gaiage, a sonmewhat |anbling one-stoiy-plus wooden building,
built ca. 1800, of post and beamconstiuction with |andomw dth boaid
sheathing/siding. Acioss theciiculai diive aiea, just west of the 1809
house, i s a shed, of simlai constiuction tothecariiage house, which, i n
pait at least, wasonce am |k shed. Tothenoith of the 1720 house, f>eihaps
one hundied yaids, i salelatively njodem chicken coop/shed, no | ongei used.

cont i nued
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n the piopeity, theie aie also pouied conciete foundations, ca. 1940, | ocated
neai Tuckei Road t ot hesoutheast of t he 1809 house. |hese foundations weie
foi gieenhouses that weie nevei built; they aie now obscuied by biush and
tiees and ai e considei ednoncontiibuting.

Ai chaeol ogi cal Desciiption

Wiile no piehistoiic sites aie cuiiently lecoided onthe piopeity, it is
highly likely that sites aie piesent. |1V sites have been lepoited withinthe
geneial aiea (within onemle). I|he physical chaiacteiistics of the piopeity,
bioad tenaces adjacent tothe Paskamansett Rivei and its wetlands yet close
to the coast, would have nade this an attiactive aiea foi native settlement
and subsistence activities. Gven the laige size of the paicel and the
limted amount of histoiical development, i tishighlypiobable that sitesaie
pi esent,

lheie isalso ahigh potential foi significant histoiical aichaeol ogical

|l emains on the piopeity. Contiolledtesting and excavation may helpto

| esol ve whethei any lemains of thel7th-centuiy stone house (and stiuctuies
lelated toit) suivive, as well as docunent noie piecisely the conponents,
layout, and function of thefainstead as i t evolved duiing thel18th and 19th
centuiies. Qccupation-ielated featuies (tiash pits, piivies, wells) aie
l'ikely aiound both the ca. 1720 and ca. 1809 houses.



8. Statement of Significance Tnrkpr Farm, narrmnnth, Massarhiisptts
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally | | statewide IY~I locally

Applicable National Register Criteria CXIA Q B Qc¢ CUD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) | IA | IB I |C | |[D I |[E | IF 1 1G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance
Agriculture ca. 1720- 1937

Architecture

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

Significant Dates
ca. 1720
—&a- . 1809

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

nn See continuation sheet
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[x] See continuation sheet
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property 57 acres
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Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
3L DLA L 1,1,

[x] See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

see assessor's nap

| | See continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The bounds of t henom nated property, defined by stone walls, aret heextent of the
Tucker Farmstill inagricultural use, as well as al | standing buildings/structures
that make up t hefarmstead today. The remninder of t he 148 acres presently associ ated
with t hefarm is secondary growth and i s therefore excluded from t henom nati on.

| | See continuation sheet
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Tucker Farm, Dartmouth, is a large, intact farm complex located on land
originally purchased by Henry Tucker in the mid-17th century. The farm,
retaining to this day a large portion of the original land grant, remains in
the ownership of Tucker's descendants. The property includes two residences
(one built ca. 1720 and the other ca. 1809), which received some additions
throughout the period of significance (ca. 1720-1937) as the size of the
Tucker family increased. A number of outbuildings are included as well.
Fields, still under cultivation, are defined by stone walls throughout.
Retaining integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and
an extraordinarily intact setting, as well as associations with an important
local family and the settlement and development of agricultural Dartmouth,
Tucker Farm fullfils Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic
Places on the local level.

The Town of Dartmouth was originally an enormous tract of land (in New England
scale) encompassing the present Towns of Westport, Acushnet, Fairhaven,
Dartmouth, the City of New Bedford and parts of Little Compton and Tiverton,
Rhode Island. It was for the most part densely forested with crisscrossing
streams, cedar swamps, and a long coastline with bays and inlets. In 1652,
thirty-four of the first Plymouth colonists’, including Myles Standish and
Peter Brown, purchased Old Dartmouth from the Wampanoag Indians. Each
proprietor's share included at least 2,000 acres. Many of the proprietors
chose not to settle in Dartmouth, as they were already established elsewhere.
Settlement of the area was slow. By 1663, absentee owners were being taxed
for the support of the settlement by order of the Plymouth authorities. Some
of the proprietors were forced to sell off some of their shares, and among the
purchasers of these shares were Baptists and Quakers, seeking refuge and

Continued
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escape fiom leligious intoleiance onwhat was then thefiontiei. Absentee
ownei ship, Daitmouth's isolatir® foiests and wateiways, and leligious fiiction
all contiibuted to dispeised settlement lathei than the moie tiaditional

nucl eus of the planned New England village with itscential gieen suiiounded
by a cluster of buildings.

Among thefiist settleis was Heniy Tuckei. Boin in the County of Kent,
England, i n1619, it is believed that Heniy Tuckei was a descendant of Robeit
Tuckei, the Mayoi of Exetei, Devonshiie, in 1538  Heniy left England at |east
by 1650, and noi e piobably as eaily as 1645, and settled in the MIton aiea,
neai Boston. By 1651, Heniy Tuckei had maiiied Maitha (maiden nane unknown)
in a seivice of the Society of Filends, duly lecoided in the Society's Rhode
Island rdonthly Meeting Mnutes. Heniy andMiitha lemained inMIlton, but weie
incieasingly objects of leligious intoleiance. | n1664 Heniy Tuckei cane
undei theiieof Reveiend Toiiey, who seized coid wood fiom M. Tucker and
sold it foi his own piofit inBoston. As alesult of such actions, Heniy and
Mal tha along with othei Ciakeis (including Geoi ge Babcock, a nane t ol eappeai
with Keniy's in Daitnmouth) nmoved t o Sandwi ch, a stiong and wel com ng centei

foi eaily Fiiends. Then at sone tinme latei, the Tuckei famly, now including
foui childien, appeals to have noved to Hhode |sland, pei haps Newpoit, as
lefeiied tointhe lecoids of the Rhode Island Society of Fiiends.

In 1669, Heniy Tuckei paid fifteen pounds to Wlliam Allen, son-in-|awof
oiiginal Daitmouth piopiietoi Petei Biown. Hi spuichase was foi one thiid of
Ivli, Brown's shaie of Eteiitmouth. [his, with othei puichases, established the
ownei ship of a substantial holding in Daitmouth by the Tuckei famly.

Tiadition lepoits that Hemy Tlickei wal ked along an Indian tiail on the land
he had purchased until he noticed a path that led toa spiing of cool bubbling
water. This Indian tiail led fiora what we now call Plymouth to Newpoit.

Paits of this tiail aie incoipoiated into present-day roads of Dartnouth,
particularly Hathaway Road and O dWestport Road, thelatter being the A d
Road to Newport. Pausing at thespring, Henry Tucker is said to have decided
that this would be t heideal spot for himandhis famly. Wth most of the
famly still in Rhode Island, Ifeniy and his oldest sons visited fiequently,
electing a one-ioomstone house for thefamly. A surveyor by profession,
Henry Tuckei was the Town of Daitnouth H ghway Suiveyoi i nl1671, so it was
quite piobable that he at least was in |lesidence in the Tovmby that yeai.

lhe 1679 1ecoid of Heruy's eldest son Abiahamis maiiiage to Maiy Sl ocomnakes
lefeience to"Heniy of Dartnouth" and "Miy of Rhode Island." Mst |ikely by
this time oi soon afteiwaids, thefamly was in |esidence in the small stone
house in Daitnouth neai the cool spring Henry had found sone years before.

conti nued
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Duiii™ this time, Daitmouth town |ecoids include "Heniy TUckei and wife

Mai tha"; while at the sane time the Rhode Island Society of Fiiends include
the TUckei famly intheir lecoids. This ispuzzling until itislealized
that the Daitmouth Fiiends, althoughthey net weekly for woi shipin each
other's hones, weie not oiganized into a Daitnouth Monthly Business Meeting
until 1700. Wen it cane tomtteis of business, this was done thiought he
laigei Rhode Island Society of Fiiends—to which all Daitmouth Fiiends at that
tinme belonged. Hence the lecoiding of all vital lecords foi Daitmouth Qaakeis
in the Rhode Island Friend s |ecoids.

In June 1684, agents foi the piopiietois of the Town of Daitnouth | eached an
agieenent with Heniy TUckei and CGeoi ge Babcock t o build agiist mll in the
town, an agieenent which also piovided thetwowith einadditional 200 acies of
land within the town. | n21707 Eliashib Staith acquiied title tothis mll,

| ocated upstieamfiom Tuckei's faimat a small ciossioads that woul d becone a
village beaiing Eliashib's surname: Smth Mlls.

The oiiginal TUckei Faimextended acioss a laige tiact of land fiom(in

pi esent desciiptive teins) Hathaway Road on the noith t osouth of Allen
Stieet, and fiom S ocumRoad on t he east pioceedingwesteily acioss the
Paskamansett Rivei tothe piesent O dWstport Road. (Alatei puichase
extended this to Buttonwood Bi ook—now within Ned Bedfoid' s Buttonwood Paik.)
The famly acquiied othei paicels within the tow, owiing at onetine, it is
estimted, between 800 and 1000 acies. Among the TUckei fam |y hol dings was
one of the Elizabeth islands just of f the Dartnouth coast, t heisland of
Pasque.

Henry TlUckei was fiist a suiveyoi andmill ownei, then a faimei. Hi ssons
continued thefaimng tiadition. John (1656-1751) journeyed to New Jeisey i n
1688 to many Ruth Vdoley (the Whol eys oiiginally cane fiomRhode Island). I n
1693, John and hi s famly letuined to Daitnouth and the TUckei Faim

pi esumably settlir® inthe stone house. Heniy died in 1694, passing thefaim
and othei piopeity tohis sons. John continuedwoikingthefaim and by the
eaily-18th centuiy had built a 2 1/2-stoiy gable-ioofed wooden house, i n fiont
of oi added on tothestone one. This new house was finished by 1720 and i s
included i nthe piesent nomnation. A lettei fromJesse TUckei (1817-1902) t o
D. Edwaid TUckei specul ates that the north wall of thesecond house piobably
contains sone stones fromthe original house, as moitai found on the stones
incoi poi ated giound sea shells instead of conmeicial [ime. The final histoiy
of theoiiginal stone house i s unknown. |t could have had nany uses by John's

cont i nued
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fam | y—such as stoiage aiea oi animal quaiters. Wien the present rear
addition toJohn's house was bhuilt ca. 1760, it was quite possibly built over
the finally filled-in remains of theoriginal stone house. This ell hasno
cellar beneath it and i s the present kitchen.

In addition tofamly matters, John was active i n(Qiaker |eligious affaiis.
In 1698, four Daitnouth Fiiends, neeting at the house of John Lapham agi eed
to undertake the construction of a neetinghouse for the Dartnouth Quakers.
The foui weie Peleg Sl ocun, who donated fifteen acies of land foi thesite of
the meetinghouse, Jacob Mott, and John and Abi aham TUckei. The neetinghouse
was constiucted i n 1698-1699 andwas thefirst Fiiends Meetir”house i n
Daitnouth. Located i nthe geogiaphical centei of the Town (and noie than
three mles fiomthe Tuckei Faim, it was thefiist Apponegansett

N eetinghouse. Now Dai t mout h Fiiends could hold theii own nonthly business
meetings; they would no longei have totiavel toRhode Island. (Theoiiginal
meet i nghouse was toin dow i nthe eighteenth centuiy and leplaced witht he
still standing Apponegansett Meetinghouse, |ocated on the sane site.)

In addition toactive paiticipation inthe constiuction of theneetinghouse,
John Tuckei isalso lenmenbeied as an active mnistei and influential nenbei of
the Society of Fiiends duiing his lifetime.

The woi king faimlenmainedinthe Tuckei famly. Althoughthe size of thefaim
has changed, the essential coie of thefaim stietching fiom TUckei Road
(naned foi Heniy) tothe Paskamansett Rivei and slightly beyond, has|emained
intact, inthe possessionof thefamly since Henry TUckei's oiiginal settling.

In 1809, aftei thebiith of hissecond child, Benjam n Tuckei (1781-1861),

gi eat gi andson of John TUcket, built a new house on the faim diagonally
acioss thelane fiomthe 1720 house, Benjamn built a 2 1/2-stoiy

Fedei al -style lesidence facing Tuckei Road, although about 200 feet fiom it.
I hei e Benjam n woi ked thefaimand | aised hisfamly. 1n1830, on the
occasion of themiiiage of Benjamn's daughtei Rhoda toW Il liamGiffoid, an
addition was nade t ot he 1809 house, expanding it fiomthiee toa full five
bays i nwi dth.

Upon Benj am n Tuckei's death i n 1861, the piopeity was inheiited piimaiily by
his son Chailes Russell (1809-1891), wiho | epoitedly bought out at that tine

any othei lelatives who may have had any claimto Benjamn's estate. Theie i s
no evidence that Chailes lived i nthe 1809 house; however, thefamly

conti nued
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| esponsibility foi sharing acconniodations with relatives and the cellar walls
and beans suggest that a second addition, |ocated tothe reai of the house,
occuried soon aftei Benjamn's death, peihaps i n 1861 oi 1862,

Duiing the md- tolate-19th centuiy, Chailes TUckei rose toa positionof
influence and inportance i nnearby New Bedford. Raised on the Tucker Farm
Charles joined the merchant whaling fiim of Issac How and and Conpany, | ocated
in New Bedfoid, Latei, M, TUckei founded his own fiimwith E O Mandell,
Dui ing whaling's heyday i n New Bedfoid, Chailes | ose to piomnence and
success, becomng Diiectoi of the MichEnts Bank, an investoi i nnany whaling
voyages, tiustee of the New Bedfoid Institution foi Savings, and Piesident of
the Commeicial "“utual and Maiine Insuiance Gonpany. O hei nenbeis of the
Tuckei famly followedsimlaily diveisepuisuits i nand aiound Daitnouth
duiing the19th and eaily-20th centuries, farmng their |and and working as
wel | as doctors, merchants, and town officials.

In 1882, clear title tothe Tucker farmwas acquired by Job S Gdley, who i n
1874 had man | ed Susanna TUckei, a diiect descendant of Heniy Tuckei,

Al'though not a biithiight Quakei, G dley (1844-1928) throughout his life
espoused t hetenets of the Society of Fiiends, as had all the TUckeis. Aftei
a seiious childhood illness, Gdley had vowed that he would follow avocation
that would help his fellowrman. H chose teachir® and becane a | espected
educatoi inthe local schools. Hisobituaiy would note:

It issaid he piefeiied those schools inthe Town (in) which the School
Conmttee felt difficult situations existed... G ownnen i n Daitnouth
today (1928) have lively lecollections of having been handled by the
Quaker School teacher.

(New Bedfoid Standaid Times, 12/23/1928)

G dley was also veiy active intow and Quakei affaiis. Foi nany yeais he was
a nenbei of the School Commttee, often as chaiiman. He paiticipated in the
pl anni ng of new school s, designing and supeivising the constiuction of an

el ementaiy school on Tuckei Road in 18%. (Onthat site now stands a new
school built inthe 1920s and naned, appiopilately, the"JobS G dley
School".) Inaddition, Gdley held at vaiious tines all the chief elective
offices inthe town: Selectman, Town Cleik, Tieasuiei, and Tax Assessoi, and
of ten seived as nodeiatoi at Town Meeting.

conti nued
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Despite all these inpressive ciedentials. M, Gdley piefeiied to be
identified as a faimei, Duiing his lifetime, TUckei Fai mbecane known as
Gdley Faim UWoon his letiiement i n 1890, he devoted much of his timeto
faimng,

Aftei Gdley's death in 1928, his twounman|ed daughteis, Aliceand

El'i zabeth, continued tolive onthe faim hiiing theseivices of a faim
nanagel, Theii sistei Aonn Gdley Lowiy, noved tothefaimaftei the death of
hei husband i n 1953, Aftei thethree sisteis' deaths (Alice died i n 1972
having suivived El'i zabeth and Ann), the piesent owneis noved into the 1809
house. Ms. Ruth Buigess i sthe giandaughtei of Susanna Tuckei and Job S

G dley and the daughtei of |Aay Jessie Gdley Caitei, the only one of Job

G dley's daughteis tospend nost of hei nmarried |ife anay from the farm

The farmremains awrking farmwith several fields (forty acres) devotedto
hay, alfalfa, and pasture. The 1720 house has been carefully restored and i s
now rented. The 1809 house, enlaiged by t hesuccessive nineteenth-centuiy
addi tions desciibed above, |emains thelesidence of the owners, Thioughthe
establishment of conseivation tiusts, the descendants of Heniy TUckei have
denonstiated theii cooniitment t opieserving the rural, agrarian qualities of
the Tucker Farmeven as subui ban piessuies fromneaiby New Bedfoid gi ow evei

gi eatei,

Archaeol ogi cal Significance

Since the patterns of piehistoiic occupation in Daitmuth aie pooily
docurent ed, any suiviving sites would be significant. Piehistoiic sites along
the Paskamansett Rivei have the potential foi adding infoimtionpeitainingto
native subsistence and settlement in the Daitnouth and Southeastern
Massachusetts aiea. Laigei sites inDaitnmuth aie known t ooccui in coastal
and | akeside locales. Recent l|eseaich inthe aiea suggests smallei sites,
possibly foiagingoi collecting locations, associated with the laigei sites
listed above nay be found aloi” inteiioi livers like the Paskanmansett.
Piehistoiic sites inthe aiea may also add valuable infoimationpeitainingto
local /iegional ethnic |esouice use and environmental charge,

Histoiic aichaeological |emains desciibed above have the potential for
providing detailedinformationon the chcinging social, cultural, and economc
patterns that characterized |ife on a prosperous Quaker farnstead. The social
evolution of asingle famly can be traced at the Tucker Farmfromits
settlement inthe 17th century tothe present. The TUcker Farmi s uniquei n
that it has been kept in the direct ancestral line fromHenry Tucker, its
founder. Charges inthe TUcker famly can be traced as well as charges in the
farm and Dart nout h/ New Bedford econony from it srural subsistence beginnings
through later industry, coomerce, whaling and the current state of farmngi n
the Dartrmouth area.
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AROGR-5

#1 Tucker FarmHistoric District
1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M\
phot ogr apher: Peter M Jacobsen, 1985
negative: Dartnouth Historical Conmssion, Dartnouth, M\
View ca. 1720 House, Tucker Farm south 8west facades, |ooking northeast

#2 Tucker FarmHistoric District
1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M\
phot ogr apher: Peter M Jacobsen
negative: Dartrmouth Historical Comm ssion, Dartrmouth, MA
View ca. 1809 House, Tucker Farm east 8 south facades, |ooking northwest

#3 Tucker FarmHistoric District
1178 Tucker Road, Dartnouth, M\
phot ogr apher: Peter M Jacobsen
negative: Dartnouth Historical Conm ssion, Dartnouth, MA
View Pond, Tucker Farm |ooking north









TUXH FARVIH STARCD STR CT
Dai t mout h, Massachusetts
D STR CT DATA SH==T

Note: al |l stieet addiesses aie 1178 Tuckei Road

M H STGR CNAME DATE G- STYLE STATUSRESOURCE
039 STHICT G\
1 House ca. 1720 aB
2 House ca. 1809 agB
3 Bam ca. 1850 aB
4 Cai iiage House/ Shed ca. 1800 aB
5 ShopAltility Shed ca. 1950 NO B
6 M|k Shed ca. 1790 gB
7 Chi cken Goop/ Shed 20thc. NJ B
8 G eenhouse Foundation ca. 1940 NT S
Pi cket Fence NC/ S
Stone Wl s NC/ S
KEY D STR CT TOALS
C ...contiibuting Contiibuting: 5B
NC .. noncontii but i ng Noncontiibut ing: 2B | Si,
B...building
Si...site

St. ..stiuctuie

*the picket fence and stone walls aie being consideied NCdue t olack of
infoimation at the piesent time

MY | 1 1983



WASO Form - 177
("R" Juna 1984)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Tucker Farm
Bristol County
MSSACH EBETTS

AMJNresubmission
¢ nomination by person or local government
n owner objection

im appeal
Substantive Review: CH sample e request O appeal
Reviewer's comments:
/QeJtUiuOtM”'-S. a.CflZc.efcyM<ANANA - - BiNIANCA
A A r., N N y)
Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below
1. Name
2. Location
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? Q yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one
excellent | ldeteriorated unaltered

O good m] ruins mi altered

e fair I lunexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
d| completeness

e clarity .,
e alterations/integrity
e dates

* boundary selection NN, e

tIEbbgefitiTe Hedev

Working No. _ ——
Fed. Reg. Date: T
Date Due:
Action: ACCE
RETURN
REJECT.
Federal Agency:
R decision
Recom./Criteria
Reviewer >SN-<A
DISCI
Date

I~ see coDtinuation sheet

Present Use

Check one
« original site
moved date.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

n summary paragraph

CH completeness

CD clarity

CD applicable criteria

CD justification of areas checked

CD relating significance to the resource
CD context

CD relationship of integrity to significance
CD justification of exception

CD other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name

UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CD Maps
CD Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may.be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached she™t

GPO 91 B-450





















The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusetts Historical Commission
Valerie A. Tamage

Executive Director

Sate Historic Preservation Officer

July 14, 1988

M. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of Interior

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shul |

Encl osed please find therevised nomnation foins forthe following properties,
which were returned by your office fortechnical andsubstantive corrections:

Tucker Farm (preferred) Historic District / Dartmouth
Joseph K Manning House / Medford

Al'l corrections have been nade, as requested. Please contact ne i f you haveany
further questions.

Sincerely,

Betsy Triedberg n
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

JUL %% m

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



April

Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

P.O. Box 37127

Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:

Enclosed you will

28, 1988

find the nomination forms for the following properties:

Amesbury, Lowell's Boat Shop, 459 Main Street

Barre, No. 4 Schoolhouse, Farrington Road

Chelsea, Downtown Chelsea Residential
by Shurtleff,

Historic District;

Marginal, and Division Streets and Bellingham Square; HPCA #11031MA
Dartmouth, Tucker Farm Historic District,

roughly bounded

1178 Tucker Road

Grafton, Grafton Common Historic District; Worcester, Oak, Millbury,
Church, South, Upton, and North Streets; HPCA #11049MA

They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed

by the State Historic Preservation Officer.

Owners were notified of pending

State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were

afforded the opportunity to comment.

No comments have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg . N '
National Register Drector
Missachusetts H storical Gnmissi on

BH es

Encl osur e HY\N T "Q

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Valerie A. TAmage, Executive Director, Sate Historic Presarvation Officer

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116

(617) 727-8470

Office of the Secretary of State, Michael J. Connolly, S\af-tary



