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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of the battle of Bushy Run is presently contained in the 162 acre
Bushy Run Battlefield State Park. The historic setting of woodlands and
clearings has been altered slightly by landscaping, driveways, paths, and
recreational facilities. '

On the hill where the "flour bag fort" once stood is now a memorial stone
bearing bronze plaques reproducing Bouquet's letters about the battle, and a
description and a map. The next hill to the west has a marker indicating
the approximate site of the graves of fifty soldiers killed in the battle.
There is also a small museum interpreting the battle. Driveways and paths
wind through the battlefield, and there are four picnic areas equipped with
fireplaces and shelters. Public use of the land is largely recreational.

In utilizing the State Park boundaries for the landmark boundaries the
battlefield site is enclosed in a virtually unaltered environment, and major
intrusions are excluded.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Battle of Bushy Run, fought in 1763, just 1 1/2 miles north of present
day Jeanette, Pennsylvania, was a decisive English victory in the most
determined and dangerous Indian attack on the Colonial frontier in the
18th century. Often called "Pontiac's Conspiracy," or '"Rebellion," the
frontier forts fell one by one, and within a few weeks, along a thousand
miles of frontier, only Forts Bedford, Ligonier, and Pitt held out in
Pennsylvania, as did Fort Niagra in the north, and Fort Detroit to the
west.

Here, Colonel Henry Bouquet, dispatched to relieve the beseiged Fort Pitt,
confronted the Indian forces. Under sustained attack, Bouquet reversed

the tide of battle by a strategic ruse. Feigning retreat and drawing the
Indians in disorganized pursuit, he turned and attacked their flank, putting
them to flight. In raising the seige of Fort Pitt Bouquet demonstrated an
understanding of wilderness warfare which enabled him to pacify the Ohio
frontier.

The battlefield site at Bushy Run is contained today within Bushy Run
Battlefield State Park, a recreational park, wherein the historic woodlands
setting has been only slightly altered.

Histogz

In order to reopen communication with the West, Sir Jeffrey Amherst, the
British commander-in-chief, ordered Colonel Henry Bouquet to muster all
available troops and march to the relief of Fort Pitt. Bouquet, as second
in command under General Forbes in his 1758 expedition against French

Fort Duquesne, had gained valuable experience in wilderness warfare. He
set out from Carlisle on July 18, 1763, with a force of about 500 soldiers
and a long and cumbersome train of supply wagons and packhorses, to make
the grueling 200 mile march. It took a week to reach Fort Bedford, and by
the time they reached Fort Ligonier on August 2, the Colonel was becoming
increasingly concerned by the lack of news from Fort Pitt. To speed up
his march, he left the wagons and most of his supplies at Ligonier when he
resumed his advance on August 4.

When the Indians learned of the expedition, they determined to repeat their
successes against Braddock in 1755 and Grant in 1758. Leaving their four
day siege of Fort Pitt, the Indian forces set upon Bouquet's vanguard at

Bushy Run, twenty-five miles east of Fort Pitt, on the afternoon of"




RAPHICAL R&Ft CES

Mary C. Darllngton, History of Colonel Henry Bouquet and the Western Frontier:

b

of Pennsylvania, 1747-1764,

(Private Printing, 1920).
Francis Parkman, The Conspiracy of Pontiae (Boston, 1913).

William Smith, Historical Account of Bouquet's Expedition Against the Ohio

Indians, in 1764 (Cincinnati, 1907).

APHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND LON(:ITUDE. COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRORPERTY DEFINING THu CENTER POINI OF A PxOPERTY
] OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
corNER| UTM vaTiTUuDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
(=]
NW 17.616770. " |4468710 ° " ° ’ . ° ’ "
: )
NE 17.617350¢° "~ | 4467900 "
o
SE 17.616870 " 14467120 .
SW 172616080 » 14468140 "
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 162 acres
ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES
STATE: CODE | COUNTY coDpE
STATE: CODE COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE
STATE: CODE | COUNTY: CODE

NAME AND TITLE:

Richard Greenwood, Historian, Landmark Review Task Force

ORGANIZATION

Historic Sites Survye

DATE

glss

STREET AND NUMBER:

1100 L Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington

CODE

11

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

The recommended

National [7] State [] Local [
{(NATIONAT, WISTORIG
Name LANDMARKS
Title
Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

9{3//7(

[{H&’PIQWT‘

Date

ATTEST:

LS
A

Wl
Jols

Y

Date \\.‘s Ui

% U.S, GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1973~729-147/1442 3-|

33

SNOILDONAH LS NI




Form No. 10-300a
(Rev. 10-74) .

UNITED STATES DEPART I!!ENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

Bushy Run State
CONTINUATION SHEETBushy Park ITEM NUMBER 8 PAGE 2

August 5. Heavy fighting raged until nightfall, when the Colonel had his men strengthen
their hilltop position by piling flour bags to form a redoubt. On the following

day the Indians renewed the fighting with several fierce assaults on the '"flour

bag fort". Under this sustained attack, Bouquet countered with the strategic order

to feign retreat. As the Indians rushed upon the camp, the Colonial troops turned,
attacked the Indians on their flank, and put them to flight.

This two day battle raised = the siege of Fort Pitt and clearly demonstrated Bouquet's
understanding of the tactics of wilderness warfare. The following year Bouquet's
expedition into central Ohio supressed further uprising and thus made the western
frontier comparitively safe for the settlers who were soon to follow.
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