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The Vicinity box should be checked, as the property is actually located outside the legal city limits
of Hayward in the unincorporated Alameda County area known as Cherryland. [See narrative
sections 8.5 and 10.8]
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The narrative should be corrected to note that the front elevation windows are four-over-four pane
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1. Name of Property

historic name Eden Congregational Church

other names/site number Pioneer Chapel

2. Location

street & number 1046 Grove Way NA [] not for publication
city or town Hayward NA[] vicinity

state California code CA_county Alameda code 001__ zip code 94541

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

brofessional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
er Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant [[] nationally
heet for additional comments.)

26 JuVluT
Date )

California Office of Historic Preservation
State or Federal agency and Hureau

In my opinion, the property [] meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. { [J See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of commenting or other officia! Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

| hereby certify that this property is: 7{ Signature of the Keeper Date of Action
%tered in the National Register & ﬂ %é/\‘
[J See continuation sheet. / 8/3/2 0o~

7 determined eligibie for the ~
National Register
[0 See continuation sheet.
[0 determined not eligible for the
National Register

O removed from the National
Register

[ other (explain): _




Eden Congregational Church
Name of Propery

Alameda, CA
County and State

5. Classification

Category of Property

(Check only one box)

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

private building(s)

(J public-local J district

[J public-State O site

O public-Federal O structure
[J object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A™ if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1 0 buildings
0 0 sites

0 0 structures
0 0 objects

1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion/Religious Facility-

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Religion/Religious Facility

Social/Meeting Hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Mid-Nineteenth Century/Greek Revival

Narrative Description

.~ foundation

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) Concrete (present)

Carved sandstone (original)

walls _Wood/Clapboard

roof Shingles, composition

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(See Pages 1-3)



Eden Congregational Church
Name ot Property

Alameda, CA

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x"" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

(0 A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(J B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

[X]C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(J D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory ar history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x"" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X]A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

J C a birthplace or grave.

0 D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building‘, object, or structure.
J F a commemorative property.

[J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Period of Significance
1867

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
N/A

(See Pages 4-6)

N

9. Major Bibliographical References

\

Bibilography

(Cite the baoks, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or mare continuation sheets.) ( See Page 7)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

(] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

{1 designated a National Historic Landmark

UJ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

] recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

(] State Historic Preservation Office
[ Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[0 Local government
(J University
Other
Name of repaository:
Eden United Church of Christ

History Library
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Eden Congregational Church Alameda, CA
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property Less than 1 acre

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 10 - 580020 - 4170660

TR I O N TR N T T sl Lol by ]

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Narthing

ol b Ll b bl b ] sl Ll b e b e o

[} see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) (See Page 8 )

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet) ( See Page 8)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftile DT James F. Fryer, Member, Board of Trustees
Eden United Church of Christ

organization (Congregational) date
street & number 21455 Birch Street telephone _510-582-9533
city or town Hayward state _CH Zip code 94541

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the compieted form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location. (See USGS map at end)

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

(See Pages 12 and 14)
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property. (S‘ee enclosed Photos and pages 9-11

for descriptions.)
Additional items

‘Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

same  Eden United Church of Christ (Congregational) Rev. Dr. Arlene K. Nehring

_ Senior Minister
street & number 21455 Birch Street telephone 510-582-9533

Sity or town __Bayward state _CA zip code __ 94541

Japerwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
yoperties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
1 benefit in accordance with the National Histaric Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

stimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
nstructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect

)f this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 4
JAanagement and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description
Summary

The Eden Congregational Church building utilizes the Greek Revival style. It measures
68 x 36 feet and presently sits close to other church structures that are 29 feet to the
North and 25 feet to the East. The one story wood frame church rests on a raised concrete
foundation with a 4 foot crawl space below, with a small partial attic above the entry
hall. The symmetrical front fagade has two over two, double-hung, segmental arch windows
flanking a projecting central entrance bay. The building is sheathed with rustic
horizontal siding. The entire building and appurtenances are painted white. The bell tower
is centered above the central entrance doors. The church has a steeply pitched gable roof
covered with asphalt shingles. The three double hung arched windows on the west and east
sides contain solid stained glass portions, with no artwork. The building’s construction
was finished (at a cost of $3,200) in 1867 on the southeast corner of A and First
Streets, facing west. (First Street is now Foothill Boulevard.) First street was a main
north-south thoroughfare, although it remained unpaved for many years. First street was
lined with various commercial buildings, while the surrounding area was built up with
residences. The original name of the town was Haywards, established by William Hayward, a
disappointed gold seeker who had squatted temporarily nearby to hunt deer. In 1851 Mr.
Hayward purchased the acres that include the present site of Hayward from the Mexican land
owner, Guillermo Castro. Here he erected several buildings on what became A Street, and
soon settlers joined him.(McStay) In June 1947 the cupola was removed and the church
building was moved north on Foothill Boulevard about one mile to new property the Eden
Congregational Church had purchased on Birch Street near Grove Way. The building then
faced east in this new environment as the congregation continued to use the church while
constructing a new sanctuary, offices and classrooms on the enlarged site. This is when a
single-story addition was added at the rear to provide office and classroom space. In 2003
the building was again moved, this time about 400 feet on the church property to rest on
Grove Way, with it now facing south. The structure continues to be used on Sundays and
other days by two church groups, and the Eden United Church of Christ, the owner. During
the last move the building was placed on a reinforced concrete foundation, with electric
circuitry updated, with fire sprinkler system and fire detection system installed, all
approved through the Alameda County Planning and Inspection departments. The external
church fagades have had no alteration, except the rear office/classroom addition. The
other fagades have had no modification and retain a high degree of integrity.
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Exterior

Structurally, the Eden Congregational Church is of rectangular plan, 68 x 36 feet,
utilizing a redwood stud-wall, wood-frame construction with a concrete foundation. The
original foundation was of multiple one foot square blocks placed directly on the ground
when it was constructed in 1867. (Seven of these block foundation stones have been
preserved [Photo 9] and will be used in a memorial monument later.) The exterior walls are
covered with the original rustic horizontal siding. The symmetrical front facade has two
over two, double-hung, segmental arch windows flanking a projecting central entrance bay
(Photo 1). Above the entrance doors are a transom, a classical entablature and pediment
gable. Pilasters with inset panels flank the entrance doors. The entrance bay and the
square base for the octagonal bell tower penetrate the center of the main front gable. The
bell tower was an integral part of the original structure. The gable has a frieze and cove
molding. Pilasters embellishing the corners of the bell tower support the frieze and
entablature below the curved metal roof. The classical cornice and frieze on the front
fagade eaves continue around to the side fagades. The west and east fagades each have
three double hung, segmental arch windows (Photos 2 and 3). The muntins in the top lights
are formed into overlapping pointed arches. (photo 4) (See page 13 for a recent
architect’s drawing of the church building.)

The building was re-roofed in 1995, and probably many times since its original
construction; no data is available on previous roofing work. There is no record of when an
electrified lamp was installed over the front door. The double doors at the front appear
to be original; no data was found to indicate a time when the doors were replaced. The
signs on the front facade where added during the last 20 years to announce the owner of
the building and the church groups that were using the sanctuary for services. The
Historical Storage area of the Eden United Church of Christ has a sign that was used
probably up to the time the building was moved in 1947.

During 1887 the congregation voted to have the church raised, with a stone foundation
to be placed under the structure, and a basement with three rooms for a general classroom,
a Bible Classroom, and a kitchen to be installed. A door and stairway was added to the
left of the front entrance stairs for access to this basement addition. The main stairway
then required 17 steps to enter the sanctuary. (Photos 10 and 11).

After World War II the congregation found that the increasing commercial activity on A
street did not lend itself to the continuing presence of the church and subsequently
purchased a larger property at Birch and Grove Way, north of Hayward, about one mile from
where the church was located. On June 2,1947 the bell tower, with enclosed bell, was
removed, and together with the church proper, were moved by trucks to the new location on
Birch Street. A foundation had been prepared with a small basement for the heater and
storage purposes only. Thus the church was lowered to almost its original 1867 height,
with seven steps leading to the front doors. (Photo 12). This is when the single-story
gabled addition, with flat roof dependencies, was added at the rear to provide office and
classroom space. Note that the distinctive style was maintained in this addition.(Photo 5)
The church was again moved in 2003, about 400 feet, to a position on Grove Way, to
accommodate a master building and renovation plan for the entire campus. This current
setting and height is vary similar to the original setting on Foothill Blvd, where it is
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now facing south. Easy access to the church was provided by adding two concrete entrance
steps with iron railings on each side leading to the entrance doors in the front and
runways for the handicapped on the two sides. o

The church is on a flat site with a paved parking lot adjacent to its west facgade
(Photo 6). The surrounding neighborhood on three sides is primarily single-family
residential, while to the west businesses line Mission Boulevard. Landscaping near the
church includes various flowering plants on the south (entrance) fagade and on the east.
_The west and north sides presently have no vegetation. The main Eden United Church of
Christ Sanctuary (built in 1949) stands 24 feet to the east of ‘the Pioneer Chapel. It is
unattached and is not part of this nomination. Similarly, the West Wing (cffices and
classrooms) of the Eden United Church of Christ stands 29 feet to the north. This building
is also unattached and is not part of this nomination. To the west is the renovated
parking lot, with the San Lorenzo Creek (in a deep flood control channel) further to the
west.

There are four buildings (attached, with a central court) of the Eden United Church of
Christ which were successively built in 1949, 1953, and 2003 that are positioned to the
North and East of the Eden Congregational Church. These buildings are not a part of this
nomination. Only the Eden Congregational Church is in this nomination. The four buildings
mentioned and the Eden Congregational Church are all sited on the 2.2 acre property. (Plot
plans, pages 12,14)

No modifications of the exterior (except the addition to the rear of an office and
classroom structure, as noted) have been taken over time, except replacing the windows,
using the style of the original design. While the church was raised in 1887 and a door
added for entrance to a basement, these changes were removed when the church was moved and
lowered in 1947, returning the church structure to the design of its original
construction. Analysis of the photos from the early 1900s (Photo 10) and the photos taken
recently (Photo 6) again indicate that the church retains a high degree of integrity.

Interior

The double front entrance doors open into a foyer. On the right a curved stairway in
the foyer leads up into the bell tower. On the left there is a single lavatory, which was
installed in an existing room in 2003. Double-swing doors lead from the foyer to the
Sanctuary. The plain interior walls of the Sanctuary have wooden wainscoting along the
base (Photo.7). The acute angle ceiling cornice was added in the 1950s to house heating
and ventilating ductworks. The six hanging metal lamps are also a recent addition, date
unknown. Eight rows of curved oak pews, made locally in 1905, flank a center aisle. Three
tall vertical windows open out on each side of the sanctuary. The glass in these windows
was replaced in the 1990s. The raised altar area is set into a recessed, rounded arch
headed with a keystone (Photo 8). Arched doorway openings flanking the alter lead to two
rooms used as a classroom and an office.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Eden Congregational Church of Hayward, constructed in 1867, is eligible for :
listing in the National Register of Historical Places under Criterion C as an excellent
example of a building using sophisticated design and an excellent illustration of the
Greek Revival Style. The church structure also meets Criteria Considerations- A:
“owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes,” because it is
significant for it architectural and design qualities and not for its religious
activities. This nomination is for the 1867-built church structure only and does not
include the other four buildings on the 2.2 acres of Eden United Church of Christ
. property.

The Eden Congregational Church was first organized in 1865. Two years later, in 1867,
the congregation had a church built at the corner of A and First Streets in Hayward,
California. The original cost was $3,200, with the congregation carrying a debt of $1,800.
No photos, drawings, or paintings of this original church have been found.

_ The Methodist Church of Hayward, built in 1866, was the first Protestant church built
in the growing town of Haywards. The Eden Congregational Church, built in 1967, was
therefore the second Protestant church. The All Saints Catholic Church was finished in
1869 with volunteer labor and later, in 1923 was rebuilt in the Spanish Baroque style. The
Mt. Eden Union church was competed in 1887; the Trinity Mission (Episcopal) Church was
built in 1888; and the Presbyterian Church of Hayward was finished in 18%4. All of the
Protestant churches were of simple wooden construction, and all (except the Eden
Congregational Church) were torn down, or used as meeting halls, and later demolished, as
each congregation built a new church in ensuing years. (Hayward...The First 100 Years)

The Eden Congregational Church was moved in June 1947 to new property the church had
purchased. The congregation began building a main Sanctuary and East Wing in 1949 on their
- new land; four years later the West Wing was built for classrooms and meeting rooms. At
about this time the church members referred to this original church building (Eden
Congregational Church) as the “Pioneer Chapel.” It was noted that their original church
had been constructed at a time (1867) when there was no transcontinental railroad; that
all the original church members had arrived either by overland wagons, or by sail to San
Francisco.
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Supporting Paragraphs - Historic Context

The origihal Eden Congregational Church, now known as the “Pioneer Chapel”, is located
in Hayward, California, on the north side of Grove Way. The incorporated City of Hayward
actually extends to the middle of Grove Way, so the Pioneer Chapel, resting on the north
side of the street, is in the county - the County of Alameda ~ in a area called
Cherryland.

The original Eden Congregational Church has not been formally evaluated under the
California Register Criteria. The building was identified as appearing to be -eligible for
the National Register of Historic Places in the Preliminary Cultural Resources Survey -
Ashland & Cherryland Districts. Conducted by architects Siegel and Strain in 1998, this
Preliminary Cultural Resources Survey was a windshield review to identify potential
historically significant properties in these areas. The survey did not involve in-depth
“archival research.

The Eden Congregational Church is one of the earliest surviving churches in Alameda
Cournty and a particular example of the Greek Revival style church in the county, and
possibly the entire San Francisco East Bay area.

In May, 2005, the Hayward Area Historical Society selected the Eden United Church of
Christ (Congregational) to receive an annual Preservation Award. They stated, “We feel
strongly that the congregation’s efforts with the preservation of its Pioneer Chapel has
done much to further the cause of historical preservation in the Hayward area.” The award
document noted the “efforts of the church in the historic preservation of one of the
significant landmarks in Hayward - the Pioneer Chapel.”

“The period called “Greek Revival,” extending roughly from 1820 to 1860, might more
fittingly be called “Middle American,” because at this time the young nation had gained
its feet and was striding forward with conscious vigor and confidence. These decades from
the twenties to the sixties were vital in every phrase of development. Politically, the
' system of government was crystallizing, and at the same time gaining flexibility to
administer to the needs of an increasingly complex society. The population, increasing
rapidly, pressed relentlessly to the west, converting successive frontiers '
into settled territories. Wagons, railroads, steamboats, and clipper ships traversed the
land and the seas; and the activity in production was matched by the activity in
transportation.” (Hamlin, p.xv)

- “This manner called “Greek Revival” pénetrated almost all sections of the country. It
‘moved westward with the advancing frontier and is seen in surprising refinement and beauty
in localities which were wilderness but a few years before. The designers of this period
seemed to possess an innate talent for adapting the new architectural fashion to the
requirements of the region, preserving traditional usage, accepting local building
materials, and conforming to climatic exigencies. There is consequently a homogeneous
expression with numerous regional variations.” (Hamlin, p.xvii)
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Hamlin, describing a Greek revival house built in 1846 in Oregon City, Oregon, states,
“~ a remarkable example of the desire of at least some of these "wild frontiersmen” to
erect for themselves buildings of decency and architectural integrity. It is said that the
windows and doors were brought out by ship from New England, just as a little later ships
were to bring to the newly booming San Francisco large numbers of building units
completely made and ready to be set in place.”(Hamlin, p.312)

“0f course the settlers who flocked to California after the discovery of gold in 1849
.brought with them an eastern taste largely nurtured on Greek Revival forms. Many of the
first San Francisco houses - which were shipped, knocked down,from the East - were classic
if not Greek in their trim details. It was in San Francisco that the Greek Revival
tradition received its westernmost formalized expression, especially in the old customs
house and the Appraisers’ Stores built in 1854-6." (Hamlin, p.313)

Hamlin continues, “A country rich with growing towns and cities, new-blossoming farms;
a country pressing ever westwards and demanding an amazing amount - of building of every
kind ... is it strange, in such a culture and such a country, that the Greek Revival
flourished and with all its variations produced an architecture alive, native, gracious,
and sensitive, and towns that are delightful in their quiet harmony.” (Hamlin, p.329)
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bGeographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description

The Eden Congregational Church building is located in unincorporated Alameda County
just north of the City of Hayward in a district known as Cherryland. The Alameda County
Assessor’s Parcel Number is APN414-0081-22-2. The parcel contains 2.2 acres,and is on the
northwest corner of Birch Street and Grove Way. The Eden Congregational Church building,
now called the Pioneer Chapel, is located approximately near the center of the south
boundary of this acreage, on Grove Way. The surrounding space includes 5 feet on the east,
north, and west facades, and 37 feet on the south - extending to the curb on Grove Way. It
is separated from the other four church buildings by 29 feet to the north and 25 feet to
the east. There are no fences, or outbuildings touching the church.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the subject property and only the area immediately surrounding
its perimeter. The subject property is situated to the south and west of four buildings
all belonging to the Eden United Church of Christ and comprising a campus. These other
four buildings are not part of this nomination. The boundary of the subject Eden
Congregational Church building is indicted with a doted line on the south 31de of the
attached plot plans, pages 12 and 14.
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Additional Information - Photographs

PHOTO 1

Eden Congregational Church

South fagade

1046 Grove Way, Hayward, CA 94541
Alameda County

Photographer: James F. Fryer

Date: 2007

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking north

PHOTO 2

Eden Congregational Church

weXst fagade

1046 Grove Way, Hayward, CA 94541
Alameda County

Photographer: James F. Fryer

Date: 2007

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking east

PHOTO 3

Eden Congregational Church

East facgade

1046 Grove Way, Hayward, CA 94541
Alameda County

Photographer: James F. Fryer

Date: 2007

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking southweXst

PHOTO 4
Eden
Window
1046 Grove\wWay, Ha
Alameda Coun
Photographe
Date: 20
Origi : Library,
Loo¥Xing east

ngregational Church
tail, weXst fagade

4, CA 94541 W

mes F. Fryer

den U.C.C. Church
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PHOTO 5

Eden Congregational Church

Rear fagade

1046 Grove Way, Hayward, CA 94541
Alameda County

Photographer: James F. Fryer

Date: 2007

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking south

PHOTO 6
Eden Copgregational Church

LookinG Northeast

PHOTO 7
Eden Congregational Church
View of the interior west wall

1046 Growe Way, Hayward, CA 94541 aa
Alameda Co y

Photographfry James F. Fryer

Date: 20

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking west

PHOTO 8

Eden Congregational Church
Interior, front of sanctuary

1046 Growe Wayf Hayward, CA 94541
Alameda CoWpfly

Photograp James F. Fryer
Date: 2006

Original: Library, Eden U.C.C. Church
Looking north
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Additional Documentation Legal Parcel Number: APN 414-0081-22-2

Location Map
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Additional Documentation Legal Parcel Number:
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