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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply.) (Check only one box.)
private building(s)
public - Local district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

N/A

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions.)

EDUCATIONAL: school

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 197 & 20" CENTURY REVIVALS: Classical

Revival

(Expires 5/31/2012)

Plymouth County, MA

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

1

1
1

buildings
sites
structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

VACANT

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)

foundation:  Concrete

walls:

roof;

other:

Brick
Cast stone

Rubber membrane
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Narrative Description

(Describe the historic and current physical appearance of the property. Explain contributing and noncontributing resources
if necessary. Begin with a summary paragraph that briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as
its location, setting, size, and significant features.)

Summary Paragraph

Built in 1912, the McElwain School was designed in the Classicd Reviva style by the architectura firm of Loring and
Phipps. Itisatwo-story brick building on araised basament, with aflat roof and symmetrica five-bay faBade that
features recessed front entries flanking the central bays (photo 1). Located just northwest of the historic centrd business
digtrict (LHD 2001), the school gtands on approximately two acres of land (83,900 squarefeet). Behind the schoal is a
former basketball court that is now used for parking. Tothe reer of the parking areais a one-story, modular dassroom
building with afootprint similar to that of the McElwain School. Vacant snce 1997, the McElwain School, modular
building, and the parking lot are located on the front half of the rectangular, narrow, and desp lot; the rear of thelot
remains undeveoped (e dteplan).

The McElwain Schoal isthe only contributing historic resource on the nominated property. According to the Bridgewater
town records, the modular building dates to the 1980s Both the modular building and the parking area (categorized asa
ste) are honcontributing resources.

Narrative Description

A wdl-preserved example of an early 20™-century public schoaol building, the McElwain Schoal is located onthe
southwest dde of Main Street, amgjor thoroughfare that links Bridgewater to neighboring West Bridgewater. The school
isin alargdy resdentia neighborhood, approximately one-haf mile northwest of Bridgewater's historic town center
(LHD, 2001). The buildingsimmediately surrounding the school are generdly Colonial Revival and Quean Anne-style
housssbuilt in the late 19 century. To the eedt of the schoal, as ane nears the town center, the houses become gradudly
larger and more daborate examples of these same styles. In contradt, the housesto the west of the schoal are more
modest, and are intergpersed with mid and late 20"-century dwellings congtructed as part of larger resdential
devdopments. Among the latter is asubstantiad Housing Authority project located just northwest of the school. These
red estate devdopments stand on former industrial sites shown on historic mgps  Both the 19" and the 20"-century
devdopments could be characterized as suburban, with the buildingslocated a regular intervals on relatively large lots.

Site

The McElwain School stands on an gpproximatey two-acre lot that runs roughly north to south. The land was origindly
two sgparate parcds (se assessors miap 20, parcds 40 and 41). The larger of thetwo (parce 40) contains the school
building, parking area, and playground. Parcd 41, which was added to the schoadl dite in 1955, ispartialy paved but
otherwise undeveloped.  Since there is no visud distinction between the parcds, the remainder of this description will
condder both parcesas one.

The McElwain Schoal dste isfairly level, with a dight downward grade toward the Sdes and rear. The school faces north
and is st back gpproximatey 50 feet from Main Street, behind a semicircular asphdt driveway. At the center of the
driveway isalandscgped areawith various shrubs and two smal coniferous trees, surrounded by mowed grasswith metd
bollards around its edge. On ether sde of the driveway, mowed lavns extend gpproximatdy 50 feet badk from the road
to end roughly even with the front of the school on the west side, and just behind the front feGade on the eest. Onthe eedt
sde, the mowed lawn is open, with meta bollards dong its rear (south) edge. Three large, mature trees are well-spaced

(continued)
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dong the eedt property line. On the west sde, the lawn areais bordered aong itsrear (southern) edge by large,
overgrown shrubsoriginally planted to screen the parking aress located dong the west side of the building. Meta
bollards, matching those a the center and eest of the schooal, line the southern edge of this areaas well. A sscond
driveway, located to the right of this lawn areadong the west property line, provides acoess to the parking and
playground aress to the right and rear of the building. Three large, mature trees dso run dong this property line, but al
three are surrounded by asphdt paving rather than lawn.

The formal landscgping on the site ends a the front (north) faBade of the school. The areaon either dde of the school
itself ispaved inagphdt with patches of concrete a random intervas. This paving, which continues directly behind the
building to roughly the center of the Site, contains two deteriorating basketbal hoopsand retains somefaint game-rdated
markings. Obvioudy aformer playground, the pavement was a some point relined for parking gpaces, dso faded. The
paving throughout the property is broken and in deteriorating condition, particularly in the southwest comer of the
parking area

Directly south of the paved playground areaiisthe only additional building on the ste—a one-story, modular dassroom
with arectangular footprint roughly comparable to that of the McElwain School. The prefabricated, utilitarian building,
which the Bridgewater assessor'srecords dateto 1985, gandson piers and is sded with vertical plywood boards. Its
rectangular casament windows are covered by metd grills, and unadorned entries are located on the north, eest, and west
devations. At al entrancesthe gairs, and, in some cases, the landings, have been removed to prevent access Four air
conditioning condensars are located a opposite comersof the flat roof The building, which gopears to have been
vanddized, is badly deteriorated. Portions of the upper wall siding are missing, and the frame is open to the dements
(An abandoned tractor trailer, shown inthe aerid view/site plan, a the rear of the paved playground area between the
school and modular building, hes been removed.)

The rear (south) half of the dte is undeveloped, as isthe areato the west of the paved playground behind the school.

Both arees may once have been used as playing fieldsfor the schoal, but are now overgrown. A smal section of the play
areato the west of the modular building hes been endosaed by achain link fence, but there are no play structures or other
items to suggett itsintended use

The perimeter of the property isdefined by wild shrubbery and amix of fencing. A chain-link fence extends around the
rear half of thelot. A wood stockade fence runs adong the northern portion of the eet lot linefromthe sdewak to a
point roughly even with the school's front faBade, before transitioning to chain-link fencing. Along the west property
ling, chain-link fencing extends from the rear of the property to a point roughly even with the front faBade of the school.
The regt of the property line extending to the sidewalk is open to the adjacent property.

Exterior

The Classicd Reviva-style McElwain Schoal (photo 1) consgts of two stories over araised basemeant. Rectangular in
plan, the building is five bayswide and four bays degp. The faBade (north) is distinguished by three projecting centra
bays with windows grouped ina 2-1-2 pattern. The four-bay side devations (photos 2, 4) contain groups of windows in
each bay, for atotd of thirteen windows (2-3-4-4). With the exception of two round windows, sash throughout the
building are duminum replacements believed to dateto the 1990s The originad materia of the sseh is assumed to have
been wood. The building hes &2 double-hung saeh on the first and sscond gtories (photo 7), and 33 double-hung sseh or
six-light awning windowsin the basement leve (photos 1, 2, 4). Although the clarity of historic photos (image 18)
makes the original window configuration difficult to confirm, this current muntin pattern gppears to be consgtent with
the original design. In contragt to the replacement windows, the exterior doors are all mid to late 20" century meta or
metal and glassreplacement units, with little or no attention given to matching or replicating original dements.

(continued)
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Each devation hes a leest one entranceto the building. The raised basament isfaced with cast stone, and the first and
soond dories are covered with brick. Among the building's outstanding features are its pattemed brickwork, which
includes variegated pands of basket weave laid on the diagond (photo 6), and relief pands sudded with gray-flare
heeders. The decorative pandsare located beneeth the windows on the first and sscond stories on the front and sde
eevations. Other trim includes horizontal and vertical bands of cagt gone. The symmetry and generd formality of the
design isindicative of Classica Reviva influences, as are the cagt-stone comice and the ssgmeantd arches framing the
entries. The materids usad on each gtory of the building are condgtent on all four eevations, with the level of
architectura detail gradually diminishing as one moves from the facade to the reer elevation.

The Classicd cagt-concrete comice wraps around the front and sde devations, terminating a the comers of the reer
(south) devation. A brick pargpet with metal coping rises gpproximately one foot above the comice. Historic imeages of
the building show that the current flat-topped pargpet was originaly a stepped pargpet that gppearsto have had cagt-gone
coping (photos 17, 18). Atthe center of the facade, the pargpet was further detailed with a sepped, cagt-gonetablet
bearing the name of the school. Today, all that remains of that tablet isaband of cast sone centered in the pargpet just
above the comice. The name of the schodl is painted on awooden band centered on the faBade between the first- and
scond-gory windows. The date of the dterations to the pargpet and Sgnage are unknown. Behind the pargpet liestheflat
roof of the building itself The roofs rubber membrane EPDM materid isdirectly adhered to anew insulation layer
placed over the original wood roof sheathing. It was ingtalled in 2002, and isinvery good condition.

A sngle chimney with no architectural detailingisvisible in the Northeest comer of the roof (photo 1). Repointed in
2002, the chimney is of dightly different brick from the rest of the building, and it lacks what may have bean sone
coping or corbelling that gppears in historic photographs. These differences suggest that the chimney was rebuilt.

The faBade of the building faces north onto Main Street (photo 1). Itsthree centra bays project gpproximately three feet
forward from the plane of the faBade. The three central bays are devoted primarily to fenestration, with apair of 62
double-hung saeh on both the first and sscond gtories of the ssoond and fourth bays, and a single double-hung saeh of the
same configuration in the third (middie) bay. At the besament level, two nearly square, 33 double-hung, sseh are
located in both the second and fourth bays, with no windowsin the middle bay. Cast-donetrim crestesagrid across the
first and second Stories of the projecting section, and defines each of the window openings. Below each window is a
rectangular (or square inthe caseof the third bay) raised pand of patterned brick sudded with gray-flare heeders.
Between the first- and second-floor windows is arectangular, painted wood sign that reeds "W.H. MCELWAIN
SCHOOL."

The first and fifth baysof the faBade contain the main entrancesto the school, which are located within projecting
sgmentd-arched  porches (photo 5). The entrances are positioned gpproximately halfway between the basament and
first-floor levels of the building, and are reached by five cast-gone eps The arched roof of the open porch extends out
over the five gepsto apoint just short of the face of the projecting central bays, creating afully covered and recessed
entry. The porch was endosad in the mid to late 20* century with meta-framed, plate-glass doors located & the center of
the archway a the top of the seps. (What gpopear to be the original exterior doors are now part of a vestibule, and are
described below with the interior.) Each pair of modern glassdoors is surrounded by a single-paned, glasssiddight and
topped with an opague transom pane painted mugtard yellow. The exception to this isthe left half of the pair of doorsin
the far left entrance of the faBade, which isawhite, painted metd door with a single rectangular glass pand initstop
half

The low segmentd  arches of the entrance porches are topped with a sepped pargpet, similar to the one originally located
around the roof. The casgt-stone canopy is supported by red-brick posts, eech of which is decorated with a cag-gtone
pendant. Above eech entrance isa single 62 double-hung sseh window, surrounded by cagt-stone detailing similar to
that found in the centra bays. These windowsare located midway between the first and second floors. A large pand of
recessad bagketweave brickwork extends from the top of the window to the comice (photo 6).

(continued)
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Both the eest and west elevations are comprised of four bays (photos 2 and 4). In the bay dosest to the front faBade the
windows are located a mid-floor levels, with three six-light awning windows & the ground levd, two square, 33 double-
hung saeh between the basemeant and first story, and a pair of 6/2 double-hung sash located between the first and ssoond
gories. A round, four-panewindow surrounded by four projecting cag-stone keys is centered between the pair of 62
szeh (photo 7). Vertical bandsof cagt gone extend from the besament leve to the comice flanking eech pair of windows.
A raised pand of brickwork studded with gray-flare heedersis centered below the lower pair of windows, and the wall
between the upper pair of windows and the comice is decorated with adiagond brick basketweave pattern.

The second from the front bay on the Sde devations includes awide ground-level entrance behind alow, sesgmentd-arch,
cast-gone surround. The surround—a less ornamentd version of the ssgmenta arches on the faBade—is supported by
cadt gonerather than brick. Along the upper edge of the segmentd arch isa smple band of wood trim. The doors
themsdves are replacements, condisting of awhite, painted meta door with asingle rectangular glass pand in thetop
half

Above the entrance on both the first and second stories are agroup of three 6/2, double-hung saeh. The second-gory
windows are dightly shorter than those found dsawhere on the building, to accommodate the entrance below. Each st
of windows isenclosed by cast-gonetrim, and the second-story windows are further detailed by adrip molding above the
lintel. Raised, variegated brickwork pands studded with grey-coloredfl areheaders can dso be found in this bay aove
and beow the first story windows.

The reermogt two bays on the eest elevation are neaxly identicd inform and detailing. Each bay has four evenly goaced,
3/3, double-hung szeh in the basemant level and four evenly spaced, 6/2, double-hung saeh on eech of the first and second
dories. The same cag-gone detailing endosss each floor of windows, and raised rectangular pands of brickwork
dudded with gray-coloredf| areheeders can be found between each story. The rear two bays of the west devation are
nearly identical to those on the eedt side, with one exception. The rearmost bay on the west devation hes adoor indeed
of awindow in the basameant levd. Thissample rectangular entrance is st into the foundation a the same depth asthe
surrounding windows, and lacks any form of detailing or entrance surround. A review of the origina floor plans
(attached) for the basament level doesnot show an entrance in thislocation, and itis possible that the opening is an
alteration.

Although the rear (south) elevation lacks fenedtration, its largely blank expanse is enlivened by brick pands and
corbdled arches (photo 3). Near the center of each gory are narrow, single-door entrances reeched by afire escgpe The
fact that the doors are not aigned vertically isexplained by the origina floor plan, which shows that a projecting, centra
exterior stairwell rose from the basament to the second floor. The doors were saggered in order to meet the landing of
the gairs & each story. The endosed stairwell may have been removed and replaced with afire escgpe when the second-
floor auditorium was converted to dassrooms. Both the first- and second-story doorways have corbdled, round-arch,
hood molds. Each hood detail is mede up of four courses of rounded brickwork, ending inapendant on either sde.
Within these hoods, the doors themsdves are disproportionately small, suggesting that the openings were dtered to
accommodate the existing replacement doors, which are white painted meta with asingle rectangular glasspand in the
upper half At the basament level, the door is recessed into the foundation and lacks architectura detailing.

Flanking the centra bay and fire escgpe are projecting, rectangular brick pands with brick frames. Unlike the pands
used to decorate the front and sdesof the building, however, these pands do not utilize pattemed brickwork.

The cagt-gtone cladding a the basement level has been painted with an aguatic-themed mura (photo 3). Theonly
decoration added to the exterior of the building since its construction, the mura isafull-color depiction of the open sa
floor including awhae, turtles, seds and various other fish and aquatic animas. According to aloca higtorian, the
mura was completed as part of aschool projectin 1996. Although somewhat faded, itisin good condition.

(continued)
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After the photos were taken for this nomination, the glazing in the upper section of the rear exterior doors was boarded
over, and the portion of the fire escape leading from the ground to the first story was removed.

Modem technology hes been accommodated in the building through the addition of eectrical wiring and conduits aong
the eest devation, and the addition of asafety lighting and darm system on the faBade.

Interior

The schoadl's interior plan of dassooms and halls, including the original entrances, is largely intact, with the exception of
a second-floor auditorium a the reer of the building, which was converted into two dassooms a an unknown date (see
floor plans). The building dso retains important original interior features, including cabinetry, woodfloorsand trim,
interior transom lightsand doors, and gaircases (photos 8-16). The schoadl includes five dassooms on first floor and
five on the ssoond floor. Toilet rooms, utilities, and the cafeteriaare in the basament.

The building isdesigned with a T-shaped, centra corridor. The symmetrica plan hes two originad main entrances, one in
each end bay of the faBade (north elevation). As noted above, the main entry porticos are now endosed by modem glass
door units, transforming the portico into an interior vestibule leading to the original entries. At each entry, paired, six-
pand wood doors leed to the interior of the building. Each pair of doors features a28-light segmentaly arched transom,
and each pair is separated by a siddlight (now covered with plywood). Both the doors and their hardware are intact, but
portions of the wooden door surrounds are damaged or missing and have been boarded over with plywood. Because the
configuration of the wooden doors is similar to that shown on the 1912 rendering of the building (image 17), the doors
are bdieved to be original.

The entry doors lead to ancther smdl vestibule, which hes avamished headboard ceiling, crown molding, plagter walls, a
amdl clerestory window with avarnished wood window frame, and an duminum replacement window. The south wall
of this vestibule has double doors with asingle centra sidelight. These doors mirror the main entry doors with their large
wooden frames and 28-light, ssgmentd-arch transoms (photo 8).

The=vedtibules leed to landings in the two main gair hdls (photo 9). Each dair isentered one-haf story down from the
first floor, and the vestibule opens onto the mid-point landing. The gairs have wood treedswith Smple handrails
dtached to raked, vertical-paneled wainscoting. The gairs dso include awood baustrade with smple square bdugers
and panded sguare newd pogtswith cgps (photo 11). At an intermediate landing on the first floor, the baustrade indudes
wire mesh. The gtairhdls dso include somefairly minimal ateration, such as wooden shelving superimposed on a
wardrobe area

The basament is similar in plan to the two upper floors, with the same centrd T-shaped corridor leading to the boys and
girls' bathrooms, lunch room, mechanica rooms, and soragerooms. A multi-spout drinking fountain that was shown in
the original 1912 plans remains intact, s do other earlyfixturesthroughout the building (photo 16).

The first and second floors include five dassrooms each, which are accessed by the central T-shaped corridors. One of
the five dassooms on eech floor is located centrally a the front (north) sde of the building, with abank of fivelarge
auminum replacement windows with original wood architraves overlooking the front yard of the schodl (photo 13). The
remaining four dassooms on each floor are located on the eest and west Sdesof the building dong the centra corridor.
These dassooms include banks of four large windows overlooking the sde yards of the site. The dassooms include
built-in wooden cupboards with glazed doors and drawers (photo 14) as well as blackboards (and some newer white
boards), basghoard molding, interior clerestory windows, and wood floors.

(continued)
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The sscond floor originally included three dassrooms and an auditorium spanning the reer (south eevation) of the
building. At some point the auditorium was converted into two dassrooms, accessad by an extension of the centra
corridor. At the original terminus of the corridor, double wood doors mark the entrance to the former auditorium.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sitesare known on the William H. McElwain Schodl property, Stesmay be present.
Five ancient sitesare recorded inthe generd area (within one mile). Most known stes are located on riverineand sream
terraces bordering the Town River and itstributaries, located to the north and east of the school property. Ore dte, the
Town River Ste (19-PL-513), is located lessthan 1,000 feet north and eest of the school, on aterrace bordering the south
bank of the Town River. The site contained a low-density concentration of chipping debris, aquartz bifacial tool
fragment, and 19*-century historic artifacts. The Ste was interpreted as a small, low-dengty type site.

Environmental characterigtics of the property generadly represent locationa criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable for the presence of Native stes. The school occupies leve to moderatdly dopingterrain in
dose proximity to wetlands. The soil type in the areaiswell drained and formed in athin mantle of loamy materid
overlying sandy glacid till. Soils are d<o listed as very sony, acharacterigtic that may reducethe overdl ste sendtivity
for this location. The Town River lies dightly lessthan 1,000 feet northeast of the school, and asmadl intermittent stream
asmilar diganceto the southwest. The entire town of Bridgewater lieswithin the Taunton River drainage.

Given the above information, the sze of the nominated property (approximately two acres), the extent of historic land
use, and the fact that the rear half of the lot is undeveloped, a moderate to high potential exigts for locating ancient Native
American resources on the William H. McElwain School property.

A high potentia a0 exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the school property. Structurd  evidence
may survive from adwelling (probably 19* century, possibly earlier) reported on the school property when it was owned
by Joseph Furgeson in 1879. By 1903, the ot was combined with an adjoining ten-acre lot, and no longer contained any
buildings. Structural evidence may aso survive from asmdl bam or shed (no longer extant) shown on apog card as
being located west of the schodl shortly after its congtruction in 1913, Since the sSite was reported to be vacant wheniit
was sold in 1912, and there is no evidence in any town records of the remova of abuilding from this site prior to
congtmction of the schooal, it hes been suggested that it was congtructed or moved to the site during construction of the
school. No other photogrephs of the site during that period show the bam. Structural evidence of additional bams ad
outbuildings rdated to the school and to the dwelling reported in 1879 may dso exist. Archaeologica evidence of
occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) rdated to the dwelling may survive. Occupationd-related
features assodiated with the school (1912-13) are unlikely; however, below-ground utility lines (water, sawvage, power)
should be present.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions.)
for National Register listing.)
Architecture
Property is associated witti events that tiave made a
significant contribution to ttie broad patterns of our
history.

Community Planning and Development

Education

° Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

of a type, period, or method of construction or

represents the work of a master, or possesses high Period of Significance
artistic values, or represents a significant

and distinguishable entity whose components lack 1912-1962

individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information

important in prehistory or history. Significant Dates

1912—original building

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)
Significant Person

Property is: (Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.

B removed from its original location. Cultural Affiliation

C a birthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure. Architect/Builder

Loring and Phipps (architects)
F acommemorative property.
property Briggs, Harry C. (contractor)

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)

The period of significance beginswith the building's constmction in 1912 and endsin 1962, a the standard 50-yeer
cutoff for historical significance. The school was actively used as an dementary schoal through this period.

Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of significance and
applicable criteria.)

The 1912 McElwain School meas Nationa Register Criterion A for its association with the growth and deveopment of
Bridgewater in the decades around the tum of the 20th century. A thriving mill town, Bridgewater reflected the region's
broad pattern of industridization a thet time. Infact, the schoal is named for William McElwain, one of the town's
leeding industriaists, who hed served on the school committee. The school, which sands on land donated by McElwain's
family in his memory, served the town as an dementary school continuoudy from 1913 to 1997, educating generations of
Bridgewater residents.

The McElwain School dso meets Nationa Regiger Criterion C becauseit isawdl-preserved and representaive example
of aClassca Reviva-style, early 20*-century school building. Designed by the prominent architecture firm of Loring
and Phipps, the McElwain School isafine example of their work. Inaddition, becausethe school hes experienced little
dteration and hes never been enlarged, it isthe mogt intact Loring and Phipps-designed school that hes bean identified in
Massachusdttsto date. The McElwain Schodl retains integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship,
fedling, and association, and is significant onthe loca level.

Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)

Architecture:

Designed in the Classica Reviva style, the McElwain Schoal is atwo-story, red-brick building on araised basamert. It is
afine example of an early 20*-century public school and of thewaork of the architectural firm Loring and Phipps, which
that designed numerous public schodls and other municipal buildingsin New England.

Community Planning and Devel opment:

The establishment  of numerous factories in Bridgewater a the end of the 19* century brought rapid industrialization to
the areg, resulting in the growth of both immigrant populations and families with school-age children. By the early 20th
century, thistrend hed led directly to ademand for increased public school capacity, which the McElwain School was
congructed to meet. Designed to take into account the future nesds of the community, the McElwain School alowed the
town to dose two schools. Main and Eadt, while still alowing additional room for future growth.

Developmental history/additional historic context information (if appropriate)

Growth and Development of Bridgewater

The abundant naturd resourcesfound in the lands encompassad by present-day Bridgewater havelong medeit an
atractive areafor settlement.  The Pokanoket Nation of Native Americans, who trace their lineege back thousands of
years, were the first known settlers of this areg, which a the time incorporated all of southeestem Massachustts in
addition to Cgpe Cod, Nantucket, and Marthas Vineyard. The Pokanoket people are recognized historically as the
natives who cdebrated the First Thanksgiving with the Pilgrimsin 1621 innearby Plymouth. (Pokanoket
Tribe/Wampanoag Nation)

Colonial settlement in Bridgewater began around 1649, with formal incorporation in 1656. Europesn coloniststook
advantage of the areals fertile soils and woodlands as well as the nearby Taunton River and itstributaries, and the

(continued)
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community quickly grew (Allen 1899, 20-22). While primarily an agricultural town in these early years, over time
manufacturing took precedence. Capitalizing on the waterpower available in Bridgewater's rivers and sreams, indugtries
auch as forges, sawmills, grist mills, and tanneries quickly developed throughout the 18th century. Asaresult,
Bridgewater grew to incorporate four sgparate parishes North, Eagt, South, and West. These parishes split into sgparate
towns between 1821 and 1823, with South Parish becoming Bridgewater, West Parish becoming West Bridgewater,
North Parish becoming Brockton, and Eagt Parish becoming East Bridgewater (M oore 2006, 2-3; Allen 1899, 20-22;
MHC Reconnaissance Survey Town Report: Bridgewater 1981, 1).

The period that followed would bring significant changes to the town of Bridgewater, and lay much of the groundwork
for its present form. Many of its leading ingtitutionshad their gart in this period as well. Plymouth County'sfirst Normal
Schoal for the preparation of teachers opened in Bridgewater in 1840. The present-day Town Hall building was
congmcted in 1843. The present Unitarian church (First Parish Church on School Street) was built in 1845. Lagtly, ad
perhgos mogt important to the town's futureindustrial growth, the railroad from Boston opened in 1846 with the
congtmction of atrain station on Broad Street. (The old train sation on Broad Street is currently home to Burger King.)

Bridgewater's Early Educationad Prominence

Bridgewater's history as a leeder inregiona education reflectsthe importance of public education in Massachusetts
which boagtsthe first Latin Grammar School (Boston Latin School), the first higher education ingtitution (Harvard
College), the first public high school (Boston English High Schooal), the first state-funded schoal for teecher education
(the Normal School in Lexington), and the first mandatory schodl atendance law. Massachusatts o lays claim to
Horace Mann (1796-1859), the father of the Common School Movement, who sarved as Secretary of the Massachusetts
Sate Board of Education prior to serving in U.S. Congress (Sass 2010).

With thisinmind, it isnot surprising that Bridgewater dso placed education at the forefront of its civic responghbilities a
an early date. Bridgewater's first schoolmegter, Nathaniel Brett, was gopointed in 1694. By the mid 18* century, the
town was divided into four quarters, or "ricks," with each rick to be served by a dame schoadl that ingtructed smdll
children inreading. This number would increaseto eight ricksby 1771 (Doherty 1976, 101).

Bridgewater's next gegpsin educational development would take place a aregiond scade. According to Bridgewater's
"Tour of the Town," written by local historian James Kenneth M oore, the Bridgewater Academy was opened in 1799 in
regponseto anew gate law calling for the establishment of an academy for the use of the sudents of Plymouth County
for college preparation, as there were no high schoadls a that time. Students camefrom all over the county and boarded in
the large houseslocated around the town Common. After public high schoadls were established, the Bridgewater Academy
closed, leasing itsbuilding a 66 Centra Squareto the town for use as apublic high school. Today, the building holds
sverd of Bridgewater's municipa offices.

Due in large part to the success of the academy, Bridgewater became a respected educationa center in the early 19*
century, leading to the establishment of Plymouth County's first Normal School here in 1840. Founded by Horace Mann,
it was one of the first schools nationally for the preparation of teachers (along with the 1839 Normal Schodl in
Lexington), and aprecursor to the existing Bridgewater State University.

By 1876, the town's educationd system had grown to fourteen public grammar schools, in addition to the acedamy. The
schools were the Centre, Prait, Sorague, East, Aubum, Fagg, Baes, Scotland, Main, Wilbar, South, Blackstone, Basit,

and Progpect schools (Doherty 1976, 103). Asthe tum of the 20* century goproached, however, the growing population

outstripped the capacity of these schoals, and town official sbegan to advocate for the congtruction of anew school that

(continued)
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could accommodate dassroomsfor each grade. The congtruction of the McElwain School in 1912 would address these
nesdsand provide enough dassoom goaceto dose the Main and Eagt schools (Bridgewater Annual Report 1913).

William H. McElwain and the Shoe Manufacturing Industry

Bridgewater's prominence as an educationd center grew throughout the 19* century aong, with itsimportance as an
industrial center. The abundant waterpower mede Bridgewater an attractive location for factories and mills of all kinds,
and awide variety of manufacturing enterprises were established in Bridgewater during the early and mid-19th centuries,
including the Bridgewater Ship Yard in 1801; Carver Washburn and Company (cotton gin manufacturers) in 1816; a
paper mill in the Pratt Town neighborhood in 1823; Hooper and Townsend brick manufacturing in 1826; the Perkins Iron
Foundry in 1848; and, by the mid-19* century, shoe production (Moore 2006, 20-23; Allen 1899, 23).

This rapid industriaization and the associated population grownwould result in the congtruction of the McElwain
School, which was named in honor of William Howe McElwain (1867-1908), founder of W.H. McElwain Company, a
shoe manufacturer that was Bridgewater's leading employer during the first decade of the 20th century (Spence 2008,
33). The original W. H. McElwain shoe factory, built in 1894, bumed down and was rebuilt by a group of sockholdersin
1898. After hisdeath, William McElwain's family purchased and donated the land upon which the school stands.

Bom in Charlestown MA, William McElwain began working in the George M. Burt Company shoefactory a the age of
18.In 184, & age 27, he founded the McElwain Company and became a pioneer in the mass production of shoes
(Pearson 1917, 40-41; Waters 1909). W.H. McElwain lived in Bridgewater from 18%4 to 1904, when he moved his
family and his office to Boston. Asa Bridgewater resident, he was an active and respected member of the community,
serving on the Bridgewater School Commiittee from 1900-1905 (Bridgewater Town Reports 1900-1905).

By 1901, McElwain's Bridgewater factory employed 725 workers and produced 4,200 pairs of shoesdaily. By 1910, the
company was recognized as aworld leader in shoe manufacturing (Spence 2008, 34). All of this growth did not come
without a price, however, because the McElwain Company became anotable example of early 20*-century labor
gmggles. The company experienced tense labor relations between 1903 and 1915. Shortly after the establishment  of
Local Branch 357 of the Boot & ShoeWorkers Union in 1903, the union was frustrated by McElwain's refusal to put the
union labd in the company's shoes The workers went on strike in November 1906 (Spence 2008, 37-43; Fitz-Filbert
1909) which led to ariot when the McElwain Company brought in strike-bregkers from one of its New Hampshire
factories.

Labor rdations remained tense until well after W.H. McElwain's sudden death a Corey Hill Hospital in Brooklineon
Jenuary 10, 1908 (Fitz-Filbert 1909). Infact, on March 12, 1912, just eight days after aTown Mesting vote to gopropriate
funds to build the new school building and accept the land donation from W.H. McElwain's brother and sigter-in-law, the
workers a the McElwain factory went on another major strike, mostly over wages and management'srefusal to work

with the Bridgewater Loca Union and the Massachusetts State Board of Arbitration.

The McElwain labor strike continued throughout the construction of the McElwain School. Then, in 1915, the McElwain
Company dosed the Bridgewater factory and consolidated the business a itsNew Hampshire factories (Spoence 2008,
43). After the Bridgewater factory closed, the workers formed the Bridgewater Workers Cooperative Association, which
devdoped anew, cooperative shoe factory.

Labor digoutes aside, W.H. McElwain's accomplishments were admired by his pears. LouisD. Brandes, who was & one
time alegd adviser to the McElwains and who became aU.S. Supreme Court justice in 1916, used W.H. McElwain's
cares a6 an example of "real success' inacommencemeant goeach given a Brown University in 1912, when the
McElwain School was under construction:

(continued)
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It was such red suocess, comparable with the scientisfs the inventor's, the satesman's, which marked the career
of William H. McElwain of Boston, who died in 1908 a the age of forty-one. He had bean in business on his own
account but thirteen years. Starting without means, he left afortune, all of which had bean eamed in the
competitive busness of shoe manufacturing, without the aid of either patent or trademark. That shows McElwain
did not lack the money-making faculty. His company's salesgrew from $75,957 in 1895 to $8,691,274 in 1908.
He becamethus one of the largest shoe manufacturers in the world (Brandeis 1912).

History of the McElwain School

Bridgewater's rapid industrial growth and its early prominence as an educationa center provide important background

for understanding the importance of the McElwain School to Bridgewater a the gart of the 20* century. In the 20 years
between 1890 and 1910, Bridgewater's population grew over 80%, from 4,249 in 1890 to 7,688 in 1910 (USGenWeb
Genedogicd Stefor the Town of Bridgewater, Massachusetts, Plymouth County). This population growth overwhdmed
Bridgewater's public school system, which had atotal enrollment of 874 studentsin 1909. In the annud report of that
year, the town's Superintendent of Schools wrote:

Since schools opened in September there hes been an unusud increese inthe number of pupils and dready some
of the rooms are taxed to their full capacity. This increase hes bean due to new families coming into town,
atracted hither by new budness enterprises established during the pedt year. | present busness conditions
continue, a we have every reason to bdieve they will, something will haveto be doneto provide more rooms .. .

In some ingancesthe rooms are filled to their utmost capacity. Someof the pupils have absolutey no knowledge
of the English language.

Under such conditions the teacher with four grades can give very little attention to the individual nesdsof the
pupils. Consequently the work suffers. We cannot expect ateacher to do excdlent work with the forty or more
pupils divided among four grades.

By 1911, the situation had become untenable. Asthe School Commiittee of Bridgewater reported in that year:
The present schoolhouse facilities have been and are completely outgrown....

The Committee is of the opinion that the time has come when anew schoolhouse in the center of the town is
absolutely necessary, and the building of the same cannot be pogtponed. From a somewhat careful sudy of the
situation, your Committee feelsthat a new building of a leest eight rooms, but so congtructed that two additional
rooms can heregfter be added to the same as part of a comprehensive plan, will be nesded in order to take care of
the present and the probable future school population (Bridgewater Annua Report 1911).

The Schoal Committeg's plan was to ebandon the Main Street schoolhouse, which was located near the West
Bridgewater town line, in favor of the proposed new school. The School Commiittee requested the town gpprove a
gpecid gppropriation of $50,000 for the new school building, equipment, and the estimated cogt of the land.

Town Mesting accepts Land Donation and Funds new School

On March4, 1912, Town Mesting voted to gppropriate $46,000 to build the new school in accordance with plans
prepared by Loring and Phipps, Architects, of Boston, and to acogpt a donation of land inmemory of W.H. McElwain
from his brother and sigter-in-law, James Franklin McElwain and Mary Barton McElwain, for the purpose of building
the McElwain Schoal (Bridgewater Annua Report 1912).

(continued)
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The 1912 Bridgewater Annua Report documents the Town Resolution accepted by vote of Town Meeting on March 4,
1912 to build the school in memory of W.H. McElwain:

Wherees, James Franklin McElwain of Bogton hes offered to present alot of land to the Town of Bridgewater to be
usd for the purpose of building a school house, under the condition that said school house, when built shall be
known &s the William H. McElwain school house, in memory of his brother, the late William H. McElwain of sad
Boston....

The land donated by JF. McElwain was owned by Jos. Furgeson in 1879, and a that time it contained adwelling similar
in dze and setback to those on surrounding lots ("Village of Bridgewater, Mass' 1879). By 1903, the ot had bean
combined with an adjoining lot of over ten acres, which was owned by James Perkins and no longer contained any
buildings ("Village of Bridgewater" 1903). JF. McElwain acquired the vacant ot on which the school now sands from
Mary W. Whitemarsh on April 1, 1912 (Book 1116, Pege 86). (The timing of McElwain's acquisition of the property,
which was after the town voted to acoept the land donation, may be due to a prior agreament between the buyer ad
sdler.)

Interestingly, a colorized postcard of the McElwain School, likely issued shortly after construction was completed, shows
asmdl bam or shed to the right (west) of the schoadl building (image 18). Snce the site was purported to be vacant when
it was sold in 1912, and since no other historic photographs show the barn, it is possible that the bamv/shed was erected
during construction and removed soon after the school was completed.

The Architects

The McElwain School was designed in the Classicad Reviva style by the Bogton firm of Loring and Phipps, one of the
leading architectural firms in Massachusetts a the tum of the 20th century. Interestingly, the architects devedoped the
schoal's design before they received the actud commission. Inaletter to Bridgewater's Superintendent of Schoals, Mr.
DeMeyer, dated February 1, 1912, Loring and Phipps describe designsfor aproposed new school building and include a
rendering of the proposed design (image 17). The letter explains, asfollows:

... We beg leave to submit the following data on proposed new schoal building for Bridgewater.

Thiswith the mutual understanding that the sameis fumished by us a& no expenseto the Town or to the
Committee; that should the appropriation be voted a the Town Meseting we shal be architects of said building ..
. (Bridgewater Annual Report 1911)

Loring and Phipps promotional effort was successful: the town hired the firm to design the school based onthis
submission.

The partnership of George Loring and Sanford Phipps designed hundreds of buildings, including schodls in Braintree,
Brookline, Everett, Somerville, Walpole, and Ware. Six of the firm's schools have bean documented on inventory forms
that are how scanned and available for viewing through MACRIS, a seaerchable database crested and maintained by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission. A review of the inventory formsfor the six schools reved sthat one was logt to
fire (Everett Vocationa High School) and four have been significantly dtered by additions (Harvard Grammar Schodl,
Walpole High School, Ware High Schoal, and Athens Schoal in Weymouth). Thus the McElwain School, which retains
itsorigina footprint and character-defining features, isthe best-preserved example of aL oring and Phipps school
building identified to date in Massachusetts.

(continued)
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In addition to schools, Loring and Phipps designed public libraries, ingtitutional buildings, and numerous residences.
Among their mgjor commissons isthe Renaissance Revival-style Grand Lodge of Masons a 183-186 Tremont Stredt,
Boston (1899, NRMRA 1980).The firm dso designed many single-family resdences, ofteninthe Shingle Style, in
Bogton, Somerville, Cambridge, and Brookline. George Loring desgned his own Shingle Style resdence in Somerville
ca 18% (76 Highland Street, NRMRA 1989). While the firm gopearsto have been primarily active in the Bodon areg, its
work can be found acrossthe region, as well as in Connecticut, New Jersey, and New Y ork.

George Fullington Loring was bom in Boston, MA, on March 26, 1851, and was a descendant of Thomas Loring, an
origina settler of Hingham, MA. After being employed in the Boston City Surveyor's Officeand an architect's office, he
opened his own architectural firm in 1884. His 1901 biography in the National Cyclopaedia stated: "Mr. Loring's
architectural designsare congpicuous on account of originality and artistic merit. He possesses the rare faculty of
combining beauty with inexpendveness of construction” (328). George F. Loring died on February 2, 1918. (American
Architect and Architecture 1918, 297).

Sanford Phipps was born in Hopkinton, MA, on August 25, 1850. He begen as adraughtaman inMilford, MA, in 1870,
worked in the offices of Pegbody and Steemsfor six months in 1874, and worked for Earle and Fuller architects from
1874 to 1882. Phipps opened his own architectura practice in 1882 (Marquis 1916, 853), and in 1883 he was one of
three winners of anationwide design competition for a smal house from the American Architect and Architecture
joumal. Mr. Phipps design was cdlled "Danfors." Thejury sated that his design was "o perfectly carried out, both in
plans and devation and the whole design is insuch excdlent taste, that it gains a certain digtinction of itsown" ("The
American Architect Competitions' 1883; Reiff 2000, 146).

Between 1888 and 1890, Loring and Phipps formed a partnership that gppeers to have laged until Loring'sdesth in 1918.
Loring and Phipps office was located a 53 State Street, Boston (Who's Whoin New England, v.2 1916, 853). Their firm
wes recognized invarious architectura and building publications of itstime. For example, Loring and Phipps Tudor-
syle Woodworth House in Chestnut Hill, MA, was usad as an example in New England Magazine in 1855 toillustrate
artigic domedtic architecture in Americadongside the works of other noteworthy architects (Ferree 1895). (The exact
location of the Woodworth House could not be determined, possibly becauseit isno longer extant.) Likewise, Loring ad
Phipps Shingle Style Glazier house (1-5 Evans Road) in Brookline was the subject of adetailed 1906 article in
Carpentry and Building ("Frame House in Brookline, Mass" 1905, 331-333).

Surviving examples of Loring and Phipps architecture show that the firm was accomplished a designing the popular
dyles of their era Asssen in the McElwain Schooal, their municipal buildings generdly draw from Classica architecture,
which became enormoudy popular following the World's Columbian Exhibition in Chicago in 1893, & which the
Classicd features of 18- and early 19*-century buildingswere revived and freshened. Earlier buildings by Loring and
Phipps, such as the 1890 Fint Public Library in Middleton (NRFND 2002), are good examples of Romanesgue detailing,
while their 1893 Ware High Schoadl (Church Street, NRDIS 1986) is Classica Reviva with some lingering Romanesque
features. The Athens Schoal, which the firm desgned for Weymouth in 1901, is Georgian Reviva, one of the Classica
Revivad subtypes. Like the McElwain School, which remains the leest dtered of the known examples of thefirm's
Massachusetts schoals, the other Loring and Phipps schools of the period were brick, two-story buildingson raisd
besaments Thisform isaso found in the only other Bridgewater public schoal of the period that is documented in
MACRIS—the Schodl Street School, which was designed in 1918 in the Classicd Revivd style by architect Frank Irving
Cooper, to sarve as the town's high school.

Completion of the School

Congtruction of the McElwain Schodl began in 1912 and was completed in the early months of 1913, The contractor who
erected the building was Harry C. Briggs. In the 1912 Annual Town Report, the School Committee proudly reported on
(continued)
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the new schoal:

Theyear 1912 hes been, we believe, amog important one in the history of the development of the school system
of Bridgewater. While the year, which hesjust closed, hes not witnessed the entire completion of the WilliamH.
McElwain School, the building was 0 nearly completed, with the dose of the year, that for practica purposss,
this undertaking may be said to have been begun and ended inthat yeer....

Architecturaly, itisamog pleasing addition to our public buildings, and we bdieve that there are few school
buildings in Southeeste Massachusetts which can compare favorably with it, from an educationa point of view.
The completion of the building, and its equipment, as it now Sands, have been rendered possible in large part by
the munificence of Mr. J. Franklin McElwain, the donor of the lot on which the building stands, to whom we fedl
that the Town owesadebt of gratitude which should be acknowledged a thistime by your Committee.

On the evening of Wednesday, February 26, 1913, over 500 people gathered to cdebrate the opening of the new schooal.
As reported in the Bridgewater Independent, visitorsthat evening were given tours of the school, met the teechers, ad
obsarved a"short program of entertainmenf* in the assembly room. J. Franklin McElwain gpokein tributeto his brother,
the namesske of the schooal, followed by architect George Loring, who called specid attention to the building's modem
heating, ventilation, and lighting. The article describesthe modem amenities in the school:

In each room is an eectric program clock, with ameager clock in the principal's office, controlling al of the
clocksin the building. A complete tdlephone system, connecting each room and the boiler room with the
principal's office, hes been ingtalled. In the basament are six eectric cookers, to be used by childrenwho are
obliged to carry lunches, giving them an opportunity to heet their food if they dedre. Tables are dso provided in
the lunch room (" A Fine Building" 1913).

Enrollment in 1913, the McElwain School's first year of operation, was 290 sudentsin grades 1-9. The Schoal
Committee report of that year notesthat it was ayear of subgtantid growth where for the first timein the history of
Bridgewater, the total school enrollment excesded 1,000 students. The committee dso reported thet there was a last
sufficient room in the public schoadls for al the schoal-age children intown.

Mr. JE. DeMeyer, the Superintendent of Schools, touted the new school inhis 1913 report to the town:

The William H. McElwain School is one of the best and most modem small school buildings to be found in the
date and great credit is due the committee which planned and asssted in securing this building for the town...
Those pupils who have hitherto been housed in poorly lighted, poorly ventilated and unattractive rooms were
placed inrooms well lighted, uniformly heeted and ventilated, rooms that are attractive and convenient. The
pupils were, in many ingances, taken from rooms of four grades and placed insingle graded rooms.... The reaults
are dready goparent (Bridgewater Annual Report 1913).

The Schoal inUse for 84 Years

The McElwain School was continuoudy used for 84 years, from 1913 until 1997. While the ninth grade was included a
McElwain inonly itsfirst two years, the seventh and eighth gradeswere included a the school until 1919. From 1919to
1960, the school sarved the first through sixth grades, with kindergarten dassesbeginning in 1947. In 1955, the Ste wes
expanded to include the narrow lot to the west of the building (parce 41), providing additional parking and play goece for
the school.

(continued)
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Corregponding to the regiondization of the Bridgewater-Raynham School system, the McElwain School's dassesdid not
go beyond the fifth grade after 1960, varying from year to year to include up to the third, fourth, and fifth gradesas
nesded. In 1993, the regional school system was expanded to pre-k through 12th grade. The final three enrollment
reports a the McElwain School were for 1994, 1995, and 1996. In 1997, the school was officially closed due to the
completion of the George H. Mitchell Elementary School a 500 South Street (Bridgewater Annua Reports 1913-1997).
According to the Bridgewater Annua Reports, the McElwain School's enrollment ranged from alow of 229in 1980toa
high of 440 in 1988, with an average annud enrollment of 324 students between 1913 and 1997.

The McElwain Schooal, vacant snce 1997, is gtill owned and maintained by the town, which replaced the roof in 2002. In
2009, the town issued arequest for proposas to convert the building into market-rate senior housing units. Although one
proposa was received and discussed, no further action was taken and the project has not proceeded. While the town
continues to support the preservation of the historic building, the future use of the building is undetermined
(Enterprisenews.com, August 4, 2009).

Archaeological Significance

While numerous sites have bean recorded in the town of Bridgewater and severd Stes have achieved regiona

importance, only smdl portions of the town have been systematicaly surveyed, limiting the local and regional vaue of
these archaeologicad recoveries. Most dtes inthe town have been identified on the badis of limited collections and the
recollections of collectors. Little reliable information relating to site type and function is known on a site-specific basis,
and any town wide patterns or models are a best fragmentary. Given this information, any sites located on the nominated
property or in the town of Bridgewater could be significant. Any artifact or feature recoveries from steswithin the
school property may contribute important information relating to that site's fimction and type. That information might, in
tum, enablethat site to be integrated into a systematic community wide sudy of ancient Native American subsgtence ad
stlement pattemsfor the town. Ancient Stesinthe district may contain information that could help and strengthen
undergtanding of the growth of Contact Period core areesin thisregion, as well as their rdationship to other important
core aregs within the Taunton River drainage. Lithic materias and other archaeologica resourcesa Stesin the district
might also contain information that helps understand pattems of development in the ares, including the growth of the
Smdl Semmed Point Tradition as an in situ development for the southeasten Massachusstts region.

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the 19*-cantury
(possibly earlier) settlement of Bridgewater, and the growth and deveopment of thetown around the tum of the 20*
century. Thisdevelopment occurred during aperiod of rapid industrialization that resulted in the growth of immigrant
populations and families with school-age children. Additional historic research, combined with archaeologicd survey
and testing, may contribute important evidence related to the congtruction date and function of the dwelling located on
the property in 1879. Similar reseerch might aso contribute evidence on the location of bams, outbuildings, and
occupationa-rdated features associated with the reported dwelling. Identification of the location and function of bams
and outbuildings may contribute evidence rdated to the function of the property as aresdence or farmgtead, and the
potential presence of cottage-type industries rdated to Bridgewater's rapidly growing industry. Detailed andysis of the
contents of occupationa-related features may contribute important evidence reated to the socid, cultural, and economic
characteridtics of Bridgewater's 19*"cantury population during aperiod of socia change. Structurd evidence associated
with the smdl barn or outbuilding shown on the postcard to the west of the school may contribute evidence rdated to
when the structure was built, demolished, and itsoverall function.

(continued)
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Dueto its rdatively recent congtruction date (1912-13), the potentia for locating occupetiond-rdated festures assodated
with the schod islow. The potentid for locating archaeologicad evidence of outbuildings, however, ishigh. One
potentid outbuilding assodated with the schodl is discussed ebove Additiona evidence of outbuildings assodated with
the school's activities, constmction, and mantenance may dso exig.

(end)
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Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67 has been State Historic Preservation Office

requested) Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency

previously determined eligible by the National Register X Local government

designated a National Historic Landmark University

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # X Other

recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # Name of repository: ~ Bridgewater Public Library

recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # Boston Public Library
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): BRD.119

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  ca. two acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

Lat/long: 41.996099 -70.981626

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 19 335873 4651242
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.)

The McElwain Schod parcd is shown on Bridgewater assessor's Mgp 20, parcd number 40 ad 41.
The McElwain Schod is located on:

A CERTAIN LOT OR PARCEL OF LAND CONTAINING TWO (2) ACRES, THIRTY-EIGHT (38) RODE AND
THIRTY NINE AND 4/10 (39.4) SQUARE FEET OF LAND MORE OR LESSSITUATED ON THE SOUTH
WESTERLY SDE OF MAIN STREET IN SAID BRIDGEWATER, AND BOUNDED AND DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS, TOWIT:

BEGIN ON SAID MAIN STREET AT A STAKE MARKING THE NORTH EASTERLY CORNER OF THE
GRANTED PREMISESAND THE NORTH WESTERLY CORNER OF LAND OF RALPH PERKINS,

THENCE IN LINE OF LAND OF SAID PERKINS AND IN LINE OF LAND OF SARAH P. KEITH, SOUTH 44° 16
WEST FIVE HUNDRED EIGHTY AND 910 (580.9) FEET TO A CORNER OF A STONE WALL AT LAND OF
SAID SARAH P. KEITH;

THENCE AS THE WALL NOW STANDSAND IN LINE OF LAND OF SAID SARAH P. KEITH, NORTH 38° 47
WEST, ONE HUNDRED SIXTY FOURAND 910 (164.9) FEET TO A STONE MARKED IN THE WALL AND
LAND OF MARY W. WHITMARSH,
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THENCE IN LINE OF LAND OF SAID MARY W. WHITMARSH, NORTH 44° 5 EAST, SX HUNDRED TWO AND
6/10 (602.6) FEET TO A STAKE AT SAID MAIN STREET;

THENCE BY SAID MAIN STREET SOUTH 31° 45 EAST, ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-ONE (171) FEET TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

In addition to the above parcd, the Town's property was extended in 1955, and indudesthe abutting parcd, as described
below:

A certain parcd of land Stuated on the Southwesterly sde of Main Stredt, in said Bridgewater, bounded and described as
follows:

BEGINNING IN THE SOUTHWESTERLY LINE OF SAID MAIN STREET, AT THE NORTHEASTERLY CORNER
OF LAND OF SAID TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER,

THENCE, RUNNING SOUTH 30° 25 WEST BY LAND OF SAID TOWN OF BRIDGEWATER, FIVE HUNDRED
NINETY AND 96/100 (590.96) FEET TO A DRILL HOLE INA STONE WALL INLINE OF LAND NOW OR
FORMERLY OF EDWIN KEITH;

THENCE, RUNNING NORTHWESTERLY BY SAID WALL AND SAID KEITH LAND ABOUT TWENTY AND
56/100 (20.56) FEET TO A CORNER OF STONE WALLS;

THENCE, RUNNING NORTHEASTERLY, BY REMAINING LAND OF THE GRANTOR TO THE SOUTHWEST
CORNER OF LAND OF LLOYD F. RAND ET UX;

THENCE, NORTH 29° 47" EAST, BY SAID LAND OF LLOYD F. RAND ET UX, THREE HUNDRED NINETY -
FIVE AND 05100 (395.05) FEET TO SAID MAIN STREET;

THENCE, SOUTHEASTERLY BY SAID MAIN STREET, FORTY-FOUR AND 80/100 (44.80) FEET, MORE OR
LESS TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

Boundary Justification (Explain vjty the boundaries v*re selected.)

The nominated property includesthe land upon which the building hes sood Snceit was congructed. The larger parcd

(40) wes origindly gifted from J. Franklin McElwain to the Town of Bridgewater in 1912 (Plymouth County Regigtry of
Deads Book 1116, Page 85, April 11,1912). In addition, the boundariesincludethe abutting lot (parcd 41), which weas
conveyed to the Town of Bridgewater in 1955 by Michad Biss, as described above (source: Plymouth County Registry
of Deads Book 2396, Pege 199, January 18, 1955).

11. Form Prepared By
nameftitte  Jennifer M. Goldson, AICP, with Karen Davis and Betsy Friedberg, Nationa Regigter Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date November 2012
Street & number 220 Morrissey Blvd. telephone  617-727-8470
city or town Boston State MA zip code 02125
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Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e IVlaps: A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

¢ Continuation Sheets

e Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)

Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: McElwain, William H. Schoadl

City or Vicinity: Bridgewater
County: Plymouth Sae Massachusdts
Photographer: Jennifer M. Goldson

Dae Photographed:  dune 2010

Destription of Photogrgph(s) and number:

1of 16 Exterior - North and west devations

2 of 16 Exterior - North and eest devations

3of 16 Exterior - South devation

4 of 16 Exterior - West devation

5 of 16: Exterior - North devation detail showing western entry canopy
6 of 16 Exterior - North devation detail showing basket weave brick pand
7 of 16: Exterior - Eadt devation detail showing circular window

8 of 16 Interior - Eagern main entry

9 of 16: Interior - Eagem main gairs from entry to first floor

0of 16 Interior - Frst floor entry from eegten dair hall

1 of 16 Interior - Eagern gair hdll

120of 16 Interior - First floor hall

13 of 16 Interior - Frst floor centra dassoom

14 of 16 Interior - Detail of typica cabinet in dassroom

15of 16 Interior - Detall of typica dassroom door

160f 16 Interior - Detall of besamant hall bubbler

Image 17 Architecturd Renderingby Loring & Phipps ca 1912
Imege 18 Pogtcard View, ca 1913

22



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018 (EX[]I’6531/Z)12)
McElwain, William H., School Plymouth County, MA
Name of Property County and State
Propaty Owner:

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Bridgewater

dgreet & number 25 South Sret telephone 508-697-0951
cty or town Bridgewater state MA zip code 02324

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This infomation is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance wiith the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18 hours per response including time for review/ing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC.
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RECEIVED 2280

NOV 2 8 2012
The Commonwedth of MassschusSYH&)SI i e

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealtk
November 20, 2012 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiser of Historic Places
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, S* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosad please find the following nomination form:
William McElwain School, 250 Main Strest, Bridgewater (Plymouth), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and has been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commertt.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regider Director
Massechusatts Historical Commission

endosure

oC Jennifer Goldson, conaultant
David Moore, Bridgewater Higoricd Commission
Krigy Colon, Bridgewater Town Coundl
Bridgewater Hanning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www. state, ma. us/sec/mhc



