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1. Name of Property 

historic name. 1 Bay St ree t 

Other names/site number. Bay V i l l a g e 

2. Location 

street & number 1 Bay S t ree t 

city or town Boston 

state Massachusetts code MA county S u f f o l k 

Ny(a not for publication 

N/fi] vicinity 

code zip code 02116 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, i hereby certify ttiat this [3 nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
Q meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally G statewide [29 locally. ( G See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 
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B Exexut i 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

ve Director 
Preservation Officer 

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. ( G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federetl agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby jSertify that the property is: 

M entered in the National Register. 
Q See continuation sheet. 

G determined eligible for the 
National Register 

Q See continuation sheet. 

G determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

G removed from the National 
Register. 

Q other, (explain:) 

77 Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



1 Bay St ree t 

Name of Property 

S u f f o l k C o u n t y , M a s s a c h u s e t t s 

County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

H private 
G public-local 
G public-State 
G public-Federal 

Category of Pftjperty 
(Check only one box) 

0 building(s) 
Q district 
G site 
G structure 
Q object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 
1 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

DOMESTIC: sin g l e d w e l l i n g 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
DOMESTIC: s i n g l e d w e l l i n g 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from instructions) 
EARLY REPUBLIC: f e d e r a l 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation ^^^^-^^ 

walls 
b r i c k 

roof. asphaIt 

Other. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

V \ ' ' 



NPSFomlO-SIOOsi OUBAppa^No.1<a^ia 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

1 Bay Street 
Section n u m b e r P a g e ^ ^ _ Boston (Suffolk county) 

Massachusetts 

7. DESCRIPTION 

One Bay Street i s a 2 1/2 s t o r y b r i c k Federal s t y l e cottage 20 f e e t 
wide, 20 f e e t deep, and 25 f e e t t a l l from s t r e e t l e v e l t o the peak of 
i t s gable. The house s i t s on a b r i c k foundation and i s f r e e standing 
w i t h four w a l l s constructed of red b r i c k . 

The f r o n t e l e v a t i o n i s two bays wide w i t h a small window at basement 
l e v e l , a recessed e n t r y and window at the p a r l o r l e v e l and two windows 
at the second f l o o r l e v e l . The f i r s t f l o o r window i s a wood double 
hung w i t h twelve-over-twelve sash, w h i l e the second f l o o r windows are 
double hung w i t h s i x - o v e r - s i x sash. A l l facade windows have louvered 
b l i n d s and s o l d i e r courses comprising the l i n t e l s . The s i l l s are 
unadorned sandstone. Although the windows are of a standard s i z e f o r 
rowhouses, they appear l a r g e r i n t h i s small scale facade. The 
recessed e n t r y i s wood constructed w i t h a g r a n i t e step at s t r e e t l e v e l 
and a s t a i r c a s e of s i x wooden steps leading t o the f r o n t door. The 
door i s s i x - p a n e l l e d w i t h corresponding panels i n the s o l i d , wood 
e n t r y surround. The side w a l l s of the v e s t i b u l e are also designed 

• w i t h a corresponding recessed panel design set w i t h i n an arched 
opening. 

The south (side) e l e v a t i o n i s s o l i d b r i c k w i t h one small window at the 
a t t i c s t o r y . A chimney w i t h two c l a y chimney pots i s set s l i g h t l y t o 
the r i g h t of the roof r i d g e l i n e . There are also two, s i x - o v e r - s i x 
double hung windows at the basement l e v e l . 

The east (rear) e l e v a t i o n i s two bays wide w i t h a s i n g l e door at the 
basement l e v e l . The a twelve-over-twelve double hung window i s 
l o c a t e d a t the f i r s t f l o o r l e v e l , adjacent t o a s i x - o v e r - s i x double 
hung window. Both windows at the second f l o o r l e v e l are s i x - o v e r - s i x 
and double hung. 

The n o r t h (side) e l e v a t i o n i s a s o l i d b r i c k w a l l w i t h no f e n e s t r a t i o n 
and i s set q u i t e close t o the adjacent p r o p e r t y at 56 Fayette S t r e e t . 

The gabled r o o f , although o r i g i n a l l y s l a t e , i s now c l a d i n asphalt 
shingles. I n 1958, when i t appears the roof was f i r s t r e - s h i n g l e d , a 
small s k y l i g h t was i n s t a l l e d on the f r o n t slope a l i g n i n g w i t h the 
r i g h t window bay. An eighteen f o o t wide shed dormer w i t h a window 
p a t t e r n s i m i l a r to t h a t of the second f l o o r rear e l e v a t i o n , was 
constructed i n 1991. 

The i n t e r i o r of the cottage boasts four rooms, one on each f l o o r . A l l 
rooms have f l a t p l a s t e r w a l l s . With the exception of the k i t c h e n , the 
f l o o r s are wood. A l l l e v e l s show the s l o p i n g of a s e t t l e d s t r u c t u r e . 
Cut moldings suggests t h a t the house may not have been plumb when 
constructed. A l t e r n a t i v e l y , the moldings may have been replaced as a 
r e s u l t of the s t r u c t u r e being r a i s e d above water l e v e l i n 1868. 

(continued) 
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The basement houses the k i t c h e n , w i t h a stone f l o o r and a s i n g l e 
glazed door t o the rear yard. A small e n t r y h a l l on the f i r s t f l o o r 
opens onto the l i v i n g r o o m . The 20' X 14' room r e t a i n s a s u r p r i s i n g l y 
spacious f e e l due to the l a r g e windows on each end. A small f i r e p l a c e 
w i t h a simple wooden mantel l o c a t e d on the south w a l l serves as the 
room's f o c a l p o i n t . Ogee p i c t u r e molding and f l a t baseboards serve as 
the only other ornament. 

The narrow stairway against the n o r t h w a l l of the cottage leads t o the 
second f l o o r and the master bedroom. The bathroom has been enlarged 
i n the 20th century, and a c l o s e t was added i n 1991. The t h i r d f l o o r 
was o r i g i n a l l y a r e c t a n g u l a r room w i t h a low, p i t c h e d c e i l i n g . A 
small bathroom was added to t h i s l e v e l i n 1991 w i t h the c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of the shed dormer. 

Of simple masonry and frame c o n s t r u c t i o n , the house i s an e x c e l l e n t 
example of simple, a f f o r d a b l e housing w i t h c a r e f u l , yet simple 
d e t a i l i n g . Although somewhat a l t e r e d i n the recent past, the cottage 
r e t a i n s a l l of i t s primary features, any a l t e r a t i o n s being t o the rear 
of the b u i l d i n g or the i n t e r i o r , and a l l being s e n s i t i v e t o the 
character and scale of the s t r u c t u r e . 

The l o t at 1 Bay Street comprises approximately 659 square f e e t i n a 
shortened "L" c o n f i g u r a t i o n . The house i s l o c a t e d inches from the 
f r o n t p r o p e r t y l i n e and occupies the w i d t h of the l o t frontage. The 
rear l o t l i n e runs approximately 4 f e e t from the house f o r h a l f i t s 
w i d t h . The rear yard i s roughly a rectangle of 10 f e e t by 18 f e e t . 
Apparently, no permanent o u t b u i l d i n g ever e x i s t e d on t h i s l o t . 

The t i n y cottage on Bay Street i s the sole s u r v i v o r on a once f u l l y 
r e s i d e n t i a l s t r e e t . During the 183 0s and 1840s, ten residences were 
b u i l t on a narrow lane l a i d out by Ephraim Marsh i n 1833 . Four b r i c k 
houses occupied the east side of Bay S t r e e t , number 1 being the only 
house f a c i n g Bay on the south side of Fayette S t r e e t . Six frame 
houses l i n e d the west side of Bay S t r e e t . The n o r t h e r n p o r t i o n of Bay 
S t r e e t , across Fayette, was taken by eminent domain i n 19 08 f o r the 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Abraham L i n c o l n School. The school p r o j e c t 
r e s u l t e d i n the loss of three b r i c k and f i v e frame houses. Sometime 
between 1912 and 1920, the l a s t frame s t r u c t u r e , f a c i n g 1 Bay S t r e e t , 
was demolished. 

S u r p r i s i n g l y , the east side of Bay Street south of Fayette appears t o 
r e t a i n much of i t s c o n t e x t u a l i n t e g r i t y . Number 1 Bay Street 
continues to occupy the end l o t , and i t s neighbor to the n o r t h i s a 
b r i c k rowhouse f a c i n g Fayette S t r e e t . Much of the b r i c k sidewalks, 
g r a n i t e curbs, and cobbled s t r e e t appear to be o r i g i n a l to the C i t y ' s 
1868 improvement p r o j e c t . 

(continued) 
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The " t i n i e s t house" i n Boston, on what may be the t i n i e s t s t r e e t i n 
Boston, i s a d i m i n u t i v e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the simple e l e v a t i o n s seen 
throughout Bay V i l l a g e . The t y p i c a l Bay V i l l a g e house i s a two or 
three s t o r y b r i c k rowhouse, three bays wide and b u i l t t o the f r o n t 
p r o p e r t y l i n e . Entrance v e s t i b u l e s are t y p i c a l l y recessed and 
panelled and l o c a t e d t o the side of the facade. Gabled r o o f s might 
have s i n g l e , double, or continuous dormers. Number 1 Bay Street's 
neighbors on Fayette Street are also f e d e r a l b r i c k rowhouses, accented 
by arched e n t r i e s , f l a r e d l i n t e l s , and b r i c k cornices. Houses on 
nearby s t r e e t s (such as Melrose and Church) show the t r a n s i t i o n t o 
Greek Revival, w i t h narrower pr o p o r t i o n e d windows and f l a t entrance 
l i n t e l s . Further n o r t h , the c h a r a c t e r i s t i c r e s i d e n t i a l houses are 
mixed w i t h 20th century commercial s t r u c t u r e s whose designs maintain 
the o v e r a l l scale of the neighborhood. 

The dwellings i n the Bay V i l l a g e area are most o f t e n a t t r i b u t e d to the 
b u i l d e r s of Beacon H i l l homes. C e r t a i n l y , the development of Bay 
V i l l a g e p a r a l l e l l e d t h a t of "The H i l l " . The c o n s i s t e n t use of 
s i m i l a r , y e t u n a r t i c u l a t e d , m a t e r i a l s and b u i l d i n g elements brings the 
i n t i m a t e scale and d i g n i f i e d character of Beacon H i l l t o the amiable, 
i f less grand, r e s i d e n t i a l enclave of Bay V i l l a g e . Constructed f o r 
the working class, the Bay V i l l a g e residences r e f l e c t the t a s t e s and 
fashion of Beacon H i l l , i n a smaller, simpler scale. 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

While no s i t e s have been recorded on the property, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 
s i t e s are present. Six p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been recorded i n the 
general area ( w i t h i n one m i l e ) . The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the 
p r o p e r t y , d u r i n g the h i s t o r i c p e r i o d p r i o r to f i l l i n g , were not 
favorable f o r most types of p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s . The area o r i g i n a l l y 
c onsisted of mud f l a t s caused by t i d a l f l o w from the Back Bay. These 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are favorable f o r s i t e s such as Native f i s h w e i r s 
s i m i l a r as t h a t which has been recognized nearby at the Boylston 
Street Fishweir S i t e (19-SU-16). While d i f f i c u l t t o l o c a t e , a 
d i s t i n c t p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s t h a t t h i s type of s i t e may be present on 
the p r o p e r t y under f i l l e d s o i l s . Submerged h a b i t a t i o n s i t e may also 
be present which pre-date p o t e n t i a l f i s h w e i r s . 

Construction of a dike on the mud f l a t s and subsequent f i l l i n g a f t e r 
1825 i n d i c a t e s p o t e n t i a l f o r h i s t o r i c p e r i o d s u r v i v a l s a f t e r t h a t 
date. Construction of the house i n 1830, which covers 60% of the 
small l o t , and the Church Street Improvement p r o j e c t of 1868 have 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i s t u r b e d the e n t i r e d i s t r i c t . These f a c t o r s i n d i c a t e 
the p o t e n t i a l f o r s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c s u r v i v a l s i s low. 

(end) 



1 Bay St ree t 
Name of Property 

S u f f o l k County, Massachusetts 
County and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for ttie criteria qualifying tfie property 
for National Register listing.) 

• A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

B C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 

(Mark "x " in all the boxes tfiat apply.) 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 

1830 - 1943 

Significant Dates 

1830 

1868 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked atwve) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder 

Benjamin & Joshua Bosworth 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain tfie significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data: 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 • State Historic Preservation Office 
CFR 67) has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
H Local government 
• University 
• Other 

Name of repository: 
Boston Landmarks Commission 



1 Bay St ree t 

Name of Property 

Suffolk County, Massachusetts 

County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 
650 Square fe e t 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.) 

1 1, 91 3| 2, 9| 6, 0, 0| I 4, 6| 9, 0| 2, 8, 0| 
J L J L 

Zone Easting 

2 L ^ LLi_ 
Northing 

_L J L 

Zone Easting Northing 

• See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title. 
Diana Prideaux-Brune, Boston Landmarks Commission w i t h Betsy Friedberg, NR D i r e c t o r , MHC 

organization. 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

date December 1993 

street & number. 
80 Boylston Street 

city or town. 
Boston 

state 

telephone, 

MA 

(617) 727-8470 

zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

W i l l i a m P. Coues 
name. 

street & nnrr^hPr ^ B a y S t r e e t 

B o s t o n City or town. 

t f l lephnne ( 6 1 7 ) 4 2 6 - 8 1 2 7 

state MA zip code 02116 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This Information Is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the Nafional Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef se<7.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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8. SIGNIFICANCE 

Number 1 Bay S t r e e t r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g and a s s o c i a t i o n and meets C r i t e r i a C 
of the N a t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places as a s t r u c t u r e t h a t 
embodies d i s t i n c t i v e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of a type and p e r i o d of 
c o n s t r u c t i o n and t h a t possesses high a r t i s t i c value. Notable as "the 
t i n i e s t house i n town," the b r i c k Federal cottage represents a small 
scale, s i m p l i f i e d v e r s i o n of the grand homes of Beacon H i l l b u i l t f o r 
the a r t i s a n and l a b o r e r . I t embodies an adaption of high s t y l e 
fashion to meet the l i m i t e d finances of the working classes, and 
exe m p l i f i e s the type of r e s i d e n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n found i n the Bay 
V i l l a g e d i s t r i c t . I t i s the l a s t remaining s t r u c t u r e on a s t r e e t 
which once boasted ten b r i c k and frame residences. 

When f i r s t i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 163 0, the C i t y of Boston consisted of the 
Shawmut Peninsula surrounded by water, bogs, and marshes, and attached 
to the mainland by a narrow s t r i p of land (where Washington Street 
runs today [ F i g . 1 ] ) . The Bay V i l l a g e area consisted of mud f l a t s 
caused by t i d a l f l o w from the Back Bay. 

I n 1825, the Boston C i t y Council authorized the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a dike 
on the f l a t s , s t a r t i n g at a p o i n t near Baldwin M i l l s and running i n a 
d i r e c t l i n e t o Fayette Street (Fig. 2 ) . The " M i l l Dam" r e s u l t e d i n 
drainage of the f l a t s and c r e a t i o n of b u i l d a b l e land to be known as 
the Church S t r e e t D i s t r i c t . Fayette and Piedmont Streets were the 
f i r s t t o be l a i d out i n 1824, f o l l o w e d by Melrose ( o r i g i n a l l y Marion) 
and Winchester ( o r i g i n a l l y South Cedar) i n 1825, Knox Street i n 1830, 
Bay Street i n 1833, and Church Street i n 1835. 

The e n t i r e Church Street D i s t r i c t was the t a r g e t of a decade-long 
p u b l i c p r o j e c t begun i n 1868 by the C i t y of Boston. The o r i g i n a l 
d i s t r i c t sewer system had drained i n t o the basin of the Back Bay. I n 
1861, the Water Power Company began t o f i l l the f l a t s of Back Bay, 
which "rendered t h i s sewer at the present time almost worthless". The 
problem was brought before the C i t y Council i n 1863, and s p e c i a l 
powers of eminent domain were granted by the Commonwealth i n 1867. I n 
a d e c i s i o n to avoid the d e m o l i t i o n of a l l s t r u c t u r e s i n the d i s t r i c t 
and the r e l o c a t i o n of 2,528 persons and 24 businesses, the Boston C i t y 
Council voted i n 1868 t o approve the t a k i n g of 457 dwellings and 24 
commercial b u i l d i n g s , r a i s i n g a l l s t r u c t u r e s 18 f e e t above mean low 
water, and s e l l i n g of the p r o p e r t i e s back t o a l l o r i g i n a l owners who 
d e s i r e d i t ( F i g . 3 ) . 

The e a r l i e s t residences of the Church Street D i s t r i c t , now known as 
Bay V i l l a g e , were housewrights, p a i n t e r s , t a i l o r s , t i n p l a t e workers, 
t o l l g a t h e r s , cabinetmakers, s a i l makers, paper hangers, s a l t 
merchants, p i a n o f o r t e makers and organ b u i l d e r s . The t r a d i t i o n of 
worker class r e s i d e n t s continued through most of the d i s t r i c t ' s 

(continued) 
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h i s t o r y . An 1868 C i t y Report on the Church Street D i s t r i c t noted "The 
average value of the d w e l l i n g houses i s about $2,500. This l o c a t i o n 
i s w e l l adapted t o the wants of the class who occupy i t . I t i s not 
needed now, and there i s l i t t l e prospect t h a t i t w i l l ever be needed 
f o r business purposes or expensive residences." 

I n the 1920s, the area became known f o r i t s speakeasies and b o r d e l l o s . 
Actors, musicians and e n t e r t a i n e r s began moving to the area w i t h the 
growth of the Theater D i s t r i c t t o the n o r t h . E n t e r t a i n m e n t - r e l a t e d 
a c t i v i t i e s began cropping up w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t , and although 
remaining p r i m a r i l y r e s i d e n t i a l . Bay V i l l a g e has served as a center 
f o r f i l m d i s t r i b u t i o n companies. 

Recent years have seen a g e n t r i f i c a t i o n of the area. The p r i v a c y and 
q u i e t of the d i s t r i c t , i t s c e n t r a l l o c a t i o n and p r o x i m i t y t o the 
theate r d i s t r i c t have a t t r a c t e d new r e s i d e n t s . I n 1983, Bay V i l l a g e 
was designated a l o c a l h i s t o r i c d i s t r i c t under Massachusetts General 
Laws, Chapter 40C. 

The a r c h i t e c t u r e of Bay V i l l a g e i s marked by simple e l e v a t i o n s , 
uniform height and setback, and minimal ornamentation. The 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of Bay V i l l a g e houses coincides w i t h the development of 
Beacon H i l l . Many of the craftsmen working on "The H i l l " were also 
the b u i l d e r s and re s i d e n t s of Bay V i l l a g e homes. The Bay V i l l a g e 
house r e f l e c t s a smaller, s i m p l i f i e d v e r s i o n of the Beacon H i l l 
a e s t h e t i c . 

As e a r l y deeds r e s t r i c t e d height and b u i l d i n g m a t e r i a l s , the b u i l d i n g s 
combine t o a co n s i s t e n t and harmonious whole. The Federal and Greek 
Revival s t y l e s are represented i n Bay V i l l a g e , w i t h some l a t e r 
examples of the A r t Deco s t y l e i n commercial s t r u c t u r e s b u i l t i n the 
2 0th century, p r i m a r i l y f o r the movie d i s t r i b u t i o n i n d u s t r y . 

Number 1 Bay Street i s the only house remaining on the narrow lane 
l a i d out by Ephraim Marsh i n 1833. Marsh i s best remembered f o r h i s 
land s p e c u l a t i o n and h i s services as c o n t r a c t o r t o many Beacon H i l l 
homes. Marsh l i v e d at the corner of Pleasant (now Broadway) and 
Fayette Streets and bought much land i n Bay V i l l a g e f o r s p e c u l a t i o n : 
b u i l d i n g houses and subsequently s e l l i n g them. The p r o p e r t y at 1 Bay 
Street was o r i g i n a l l y p a r t of a l o t s o l d t o Benjamin and Joshua 
Bosworth, housewrights and organ b u i l d e r s , f o r $1,716 i n 182 8. The 
Bosworths d i v i d e d the pr o p e r t y i n t o two l o t s , b u i l t a b r i c k d w e l l i n g 
on the smaller p o r t i o n , and s o l d the l o t and b u i l d i n g back to Marsh 
one year l a t e r f o r $1,700. 

The p r o p e r t y changed hands f r e q u e n t l y u n t i l 1839, when i t was 
purchased by a school teacher named Barnum F i e l d , who apparently l i v e d 
there f o r over a decade. By the 1860s, F i e l d had become a p a r t n e r i n 
a commission merchandising house, Thayer, Brigham and F i e l d , and had 

(continued) 
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moved from Bay S t r e e t . F i e l d maintained ownership and rented the 
b u i l d i n g u n t i l the C i t y took the p r o p e r t y by eminent domain i n 1868. 
During the Church Street D i s t r i c t improvements, the C i t y used a small 
p o r t i o n of the l o t t o widen Bay S t r e e t . Ownership of Bay Street was 
r e t u r n e d t o the adjacent p r o p e r t y owners upon completion of the 
improvements. 

The p r o p e r t y a t 1 Bay Street was purchased from the C i t y by Daniel 
Shea i n 1878 f o r $1,734.63, taxes and assessments. Shea had owned the 
adjacent p r o p e r t y along Fayette S t r e e t , which the C i t y r e t u r n e d to him 
i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n of a release of damages f o r the 1868 t a k i n g . These 
p r o p e r t i e s remained i n f a m i l y ownership f o r 3 6 years. 

I n 1914, Bertha Q u i r i n g took ownership of the p r o p e r t i e s on Bay and 
Fayette Streets i n an e s t a t e t r a n s a c t i o n . The Quirings resided at 54 
Fayette S t r e e t and rented the house at 1 Bay Street f o r 31 years. I n 
1937, the Quirings rented the house t o a bank c l e r k named Harry 
Ramsdell. He l i v e d on Bay Street f o r a year, subsequently moving from 
one Bay V i l l a g e house t o another f o r over ten years. I n 1945 he and 
John Migley purchased 1 Bay Street from the Quirings. The house was 
s o l d i n 1946 and was owned and occupied by a purchasing agent and h i s 
w i f e . The p r o p e r t y changed hand f a i r l y by f r e q u e n t l y from t h i s time 
on, and a l t e r n a t e d between owner-occupied and r e n t a l housing. 

O r i g i n a l l y , ten dwellings faced Bay S t r e e t , which ran f o r one block on 
e i t h e r side of Fayette S t r e e t . The east side of the s t r e e t was l i n e d 
w i t h f o u r b r i c k houses, the f r e e - s t a n d i n g 1 Bay Street on the south 
side of Fayette, and three attached houses to the n o r t h . Six frame 
houses l i n e d the west side of Bay S t r e e t . A l l ten dwellings were of 
s i m i l a r scale, w i t h uniform height and setback. The block of Bay 
Street n o r t h of Fayette was taken i n 1908 by the C i t y of Boston f o r 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Abraham L i n c o l n School, r e s u l t i n g i n the loss 
of e i g h t b u i l d i n g s . The s i n g l e frame house f a c i n g 1 Bay Street was 
demolished sometime between 1912 and 1920, presumably as a r e s u l t of a 
Boston and ALbany R a i l r o a d expansion. 

Number 1 Bay S t r e e t has long been considered the t i n i e s t house i n 
Boston. A r t i c l e s i n the Boston Globe, Herald and T r a v e l l e r have 
expounded the "quaintness" of t h i s t i n y residence, and r e s i d e n t s of 
the neighborhood r e f e r to i t as "the l i t t l e house." I l l u s t r a t e d i n 
magazines and i n c l u d e d i n walking t o u r s , 1 Bay Street has gained a 
City-wide r e p u t a t i o n . The d i m i n u t i v e house i s an exceptional example, 
i n m i n i a t u r e , of residences throughout Bay V i l l a g e , and i t s l o c a t i o n 
at the end of a narrow cobbled lane i s a l a s t i n g example of the 
i n t i m a t e scale of the modest Bay V i l l a g e home. 

(continued) 
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Archaeological S i g n i f i c a n c e 

Since Boston was developed a t an e a r l y date and many p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s 
have been destroyed, any s u r v i v i n g s i t e s could be s i g n i f i c a n t . 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can provide important i n f o r m a t i o n on 
coast a l subsistence and settlement p a t t e r n s and how these p a t t e r n s 
changed through time as a r e s u l t of sea l e v e l r i s e . Both f i s h w e i r and 
submerged h a b i t a t i o n type s i t e s can provide important data toward, a 
p a l e r environmental r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the area d u r i n g and p r i o r t o sea 
l e v e l r i s e . Fishweir s i t e s can also be an important source of 
i n f o r m a t i o n or f i s h e r i e s technology during the e a r l y h i s t o r i c and 
p r e h i s t o r i c periods. 

While h i s t o r i c a r c h aeological p o t e n t i a l i s low, e a r l y 19th century 
f i l l s i n the area can provide general i n f o r m a t i o n on Boston l i f e 
d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d . F i l l s can be s p e c i a l i z e d or the product of 
c e r t a i n technologies or refuse form s p e c i f i c socio-economic groups. 

(end) 
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Figures: 

1. Boston i n the 1640's 
2. Plan of Boston 1826 
3. Church S t r e e t a l t e r a t i o n s i n 1868 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

(end) 

The p r o p e r t y at 1 Bay Street i s bounded by the dimensions as set f o r 
pa r c e l number 732 of Ward 5 i n the C i t y of Boston Assessor's records. 

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n 

The boundary conforms t o the l i m i t s of the l e g a l p a r c e l f o r 1 Bay 
Street i n c l u d i n g the small rear yard. Further, t h i s i s the sole 
remaining r e s i d e n t i a l l o t on Bay S t r e e t . 

(end) 



Boston in the 1640's 

FIGURE 1 
(Wh i t e h i l l , Page 9) 

Church Street alterations in 1868 

FIGURE 3 
(W h i t e h i l l , Page 138) 



PLATE I I . Plan of Boston, 1826, engraved and published by Annin i Smith & J. V. N. 
Throop, from aclual survey, with corrections by S. P. Fuller, Surveyor. Sea Street is lo­
cated on this map at the extreme lower right of the Boston "thumb," and the Hollis Street 
Church is seen just south of the iVard JVo. I I inscription, west of which is viewed the 
Great, or Back Bay flats that were then first being built upon, the harbingers of the 
Church-street District. Note the Mill Dam, from the foot of Beacon Street, which created 
the Receiving Basin thus sealing the ultimate fate of the Back Bay. Note also the lack of 
coordination of the streets as platted between the Church-street District and those of the 
new South End still to be laid out. The long street (as proposed) running from Beacon 
Street to Washington Street is close to the line of present-day Arlington Street, bounding 
the Public Garden on the west. The section between its intersection with Fayette Street to 
just below Boylston Street (the site of the first and third Providence Rail Road stations) 
was known as Ferdinand Street, finally laid out in 1863 and "accepted" in 1869. The rail­
roads that were soon to cross the Bay prevented this projected connecting street from ever 
reaching Washington Street. It was never laid out beyond Fayette Street (and the soon to 
be extended Tremont Street) at the point variously known as Ferdinand, Castle or Arling­
ton square. 

FIGURE 2 
(Van Meter, Page 19) 
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af f o r d e d the o p p o r t u n i t y t o comment. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
N a t i o n a l Register "Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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