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Address 214 Chestnut Street

eHistoric Mane site of Ingalls-Wheeler-Hortoi

homeste ad
PHOTO (,3x2"* <3T SxS', blaclt S whits) Use: Original residence
Staple to left side of fbzo y
Photo mmber \Oi '~ Presenr  estdence

Qwnership: O Private individual
Private organi zation

Publ i c

Original owner Simeon Horton

SKETCH MP , _
QaMnap show ns* propi CESCR PTTON
location inrelation |j. - by 1895
cross streets and oth<rr Date Y
or geographical featT]:'ed
| ndicate north. X Source traditions architectural details
;;PO"" Style late Greek Revival with Italianate

C details
2,76 .
Architect unkngan

Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings ¢ "'~ 20th century bam and she

Myjor alterations (vith dates) none

Mved no Date
3.3
UTM: 19/313380/4631700 Appr OX.acr eage
Recorded, by v H Adars Setting 50" fromroad; gable flank t o

Organization Rehoboth Historical Commission road; rural context

Date May 1981



ARH TECTURM S QN H CANCE  (describe inportant architectural featuresand
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin connmmty)

This house i s a good exanple of sinple I”s-story central entry five-roomplan Late G eek
Revival residential architecture i n Rehoboth and i s relatively unaltered. The main entrance
under a heavy bracketed hood i sthrough double doors each with a single arched glass panel
etched inafloral motif. A straight staircase with turned newel and balusters, leadsto
the second story. The p-revious owners renoved a wall between tworoons totheright of the
entrance hall resulting in one long roomthe width of the house at the north end. A new
wood floor was laid here at thesame time and possibly twow ndows at the back of the house
were also covered over. Otherwise, the house appears i nitsoriginal condition, retaining
interior heavy rolled nmouldings and four panel doors with white procelain knobs. The front
exterior door into the wainscoated kitchen ell also has etched arched panes (2), and a

(Continued)
HSTARCA SAGNHCANE (explainthe role owners played in local or statehistory
and how the building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity)

The former Ingalls-Wheeler-Horton homestead was |ocated at this site. The earlier
house was built about 1730 by Benjami n Ingalls and probably sat fifty t oone hundred
yards behind thecurrent dwelling. Upon the death of Benjamn, his Wfe,. Mercy Ingalls,
married Captain Philip Wheeler, who had al so been married previously. Mary Ingalls
A and Philip Wheeler, Jr., children of these earlier marriages, eventually married and
occupi ed the honmestead after their parents. Philip Weeler, Jr., a captain of the
local Rehoboth militia, was fatally injured during a training session i n1774. After
his death, the homestead was surveyed and subdivided for the numerous children. Sylvanus ‘e
Martin, a surveyor from nearby Seekonk, produced a sketch, dated Decenber 21, 1774
(see attached sheet)j which shows a large center chimey three-story house with hip
roof and an addition tothe north. Awell, orchard, corn crib and haybarn arelocated
between the house and the road. Two subsequent generations of thefamly resided i n
the house until the end of thel9th cnetury when Lavinia (Weeler) and Sineon Horton
noved t othe new house nearer the road built on or near the original barn foundation.
By 1895, this new house appears under ownership of George L. Horton, with two outbuildings
across thestreet (Everts and Richards 1895). The ol d honestead was al | owed t o decay,
and was sketched i na dilapidated state by a local resident about 1900. It finally
collapsed sone time i ntheearly 1900s. Accoridng totradition, the house was never
conpletely enptied of furnishings. Limted digging i nthe probable vicinity of the
early house by the present owners has produced a variety of early 18th century ceramc
sherds, including English salt-glazed stoneware, hand-painted pearlware, and glazed
redwares. A foundation opposite the present house across Chestnut Street, is probably
a barn associated with late 19th and 20th century occupants. @ the basis of this
evidence, archaeol ogical potential appears quite good t ocontribute tothe history
of this early homestead site which has been continuously occupied for 250 years.

B BLl GE3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES
Snape, Sue Ellen, ed. | n O dRehoboth, 1979, pp.107-111.
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ARCH TECTURAL S| GNl FI CANCE ( Cont i nued)

rear door has a single large oval clear pane. Thekitchen el |l is contenporary with the
main part of the house as evidenced inthe full basenent and a staircase in the southwest
corner of the main part of the house for access t othe second story. Two gable dorners
in front are original. There arefour roons upstairs, anda fifth over the ditchen
which appears toretain original plaster walls, adry sink andbuilt-in shelvesand
drawers; the farmhelp slept here. As one of Rehoboth's nost outstanding andbest -
preserved exanples of one stage i n the devel opnment of the spare, functional farmcottage,

214 Chestnut Street meets criterion Cof the National Register of Historic Places
individually.

Staple to Inventory form at bottnm
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Captain Philip Wheeler's Homestead, 212 Chestnut Chestnut S, as it appeared
on December 21, 1774 when drawn by Sylvanus Martin, surveyor.

From Snape, SE Mghty Liberty Men. 1976, p. 108.
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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
minimi Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY

COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

June 21, 1983

M. Carol Shul |

National Register of Historic P aces
National Park Service

Dept. of Interior

18th and C Streets, NV

Véshington, DC 20240

ATTN Dol or es Byers
Dear M. Shul | :

Encl osed you will find the inventory for the \Weeler-Ingalls House (Rehoboth

, Bristol County, Massachusetts which was returned on June 6, 1983 f or
ftec.ni cal corrections. The U Mreferences have been added to the front of the
orni.

|f you have any further questions, please |et ne know
Sincerely,
C/Oirryck™1JtdljAIku?

CGandace Jenl m sl
Director, Pi;es’-vation Planning
Massachusetts*iiistorical Gomm SSion

CJ kw
encl osure

JUN 281983



