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O r g a n i z a t i o n Rehoboth H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

D a t e May 1981 

Area Foia no. 

209 

Town REHOBOTH 

Address 214 Chestnut S t r ee t 

• H i s t o r i c Mane s i t e o f Inga l l s -Whee le r -Hor to i 
home s te ad 

U s e : O r i g i n a l residence 

Presenr residence 

Ownership :0 Private individual 
Private organization 

Public 

O r i g i n a l owner Simeon Horton 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 
by 1895 

Style 

Source t r a d i t i o n s architectural details 

late Greek Revival with I t a l i a n a t e 

details 
A r c h i t e c t unkn own 

Exterior wal l fabr ic clapboard 

O u t b u i l d i n g s • "'^^ 20th century b a m and she 

Major alterations (vith dates) none 

Moved no Date 

Approx. acreage 3.3 

S e t t i n g 50' from road; gable flank to 

road; r u r a l context 



ARCHITECTURM- SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within conmnmity) 

This house i s a good example of simple l^s-story central entry five-room plan Late Greek 
Revival r e s i d e n t i a l architecture i n Rehoboth and i s r e l a t i v e l y unaltered. The main entrance 
under a heavy bracketed hood i s through double doors each with a single arched glass panel 
etched i n a f l o r a l motif. A straight staircase with turned newel and balusters, leads to 
the second story. The p-revious owners removed a wal l between two rooms to the r i g h t of the 
entrance h a l l r e s u l t i n g i n one long room the width of the house at the north end. A new 
wood f l o o r was l a i d here at the same time and possibly two windows at the back of the house 
were also covered over. Otherwise, the house appears i n i t s o r i g i n a l condition, retaining 
i n t e r i o r heavy r o l l e d mouldings and four panel doors with white procelain knobs. The front 
exterior door into the wainscoated kitchen e l l also has etched arched panes ( 2 ) , and a 

(Continued) 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

The former Ingalls-Wheeler-Horton homestead was located at t h i s s i t e . The e a r l i e r 
house was b u i l t about 1730 by Benjamin Ingalls and probably sat f i f t y to one hundred 
yards behind the current dwelling. Upon the death of Benjamin, his Wife,. Mercy Ing a l l s , 
married Captain P h i l i p Wheeler, who had also been married previously. Mary Ingalls 

^ and P h i l i p Wheeler, Jr., children of these e a r l i e r marriages, eventually married and 
' occupied the homestead aft e r t h e i r parents. P h i l i p Wheeler, Jr., a captain of the 

local Rehoboth m i l i t i a , was f a t a l l y injured during a t r a i n i n g session i n 1774. After 
his death, the homestead was surveyed and subdivided for the numerous children. Sylvanus '• 
Martin, a surveyor from nearby Seekonk, produced a sketch, dated December 21, 1774 
(see attached sheet)j which shows a large center chimney three-story house with hip 
roof and an addition to the north. A w e l l , orchard, corn c r i b and haybarn are located 
between the house and the road. Two subsequent generations of the family resided i n 
the house u n t i l the end of the 19th cnetury when Lavinia (Wheeler) and Simeon Horton 
moved to the new house nearer the road b u i l t on or near the o r i g i n a l barn foundation. 
By 1895, t h i s new house appears under ownership of George L. Horton, with two outbuildings 
across the street (Everts and Richards 1895). The old homestead was allowed to decay, 
and was sketched i n a dilapidated state by a lo c a l resident about 1900. I t f i n a l l y 
collapsed some time i n the early 1900s. Accoridng to t r a d i t i o n , the house was never 
completely emptied of furnishings. Limited digging i n the probable v i c i n i t y of the 
early house by the present owners has produced a variety of early 18th century ceramic 
sherds, including English salt-glazed stoneware, hand-painted pearlware, and glazed 
redwares. A foundation opposite the present house across Chestnut Street, i s probably 
a barn associated with l a t e 19th and 20th century occupants. On the basis of thi s 
evidence, archaeological p o t e n t i a l appears quite good to contribute to the history 
of t h i s early homestead s i t e which has been continuously occupied for 250 years. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Snape, Sue Ellen, ed. In Old Rehoboth, 1979, pp.107-111. 
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Continued) 

rear door has a single large oval clear pane. The kitchen e l l i s contemporary with the 
main part of the house as evidenced i n the f u l l basement and a staircase i n the southwest 
corner of the main part of the house fo r access to the second story. Two gable dormers 
in front are o r i g i n a l . There are four rooms upstairs, and a f i f t h over the ditchen 
which appears to r e t a i n o r i g i n a l plaster walls, a dry sink and b u i l t - i n shelves and 
drawers; the farm help slept here. As one of Rehoboth's most outstanding and best-
preserved examples of one stage i n the development of the spare, functional farm cottage, 
214 Chestnut Street meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of Historic Places 
i n d i v i d u a l l y . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottnm 
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C M E 5 T M U T 

Captain Philip Wheeler's Homestead, 212 Chestnut Chestnut St., as it appeared 
on December 21, 1774 when drawn by Sylvanus Martin, surveyor. 

From Snape, S.E. Mighty Liberty Men. 1976, p. 108. 
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214 Chestnut Street 
(form 209) 
Town of Rehoboth Property Map 
scale 1"=200' 1978 



Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000292 
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Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 
02108 
617-727-8470 

MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY 
Secretary of State 

June 21, 1983 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
Dept. of Interior 
18th and C Streets, NW 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

ATTN: Dolores Byers 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed you w i l l find the inventory for the Wheeler-Ingalls House (Rehoboth 
MRA), Bristol County, Massachusetts which was returned on June 6, 1983 for 
technical corrections. The UIM references have been added to the front of the 
forni. 

I f you have any further questions, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

C/Oirryck^iJtJIjAi^ku^ 
Candace Jenlmisl 
Director, Pi;es^-vation Planning 
Massachusetts*iiistorical Commission 

CJ/kw 
enclosure 

JUN 281983 


