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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This is & massive commercial building which is distinguished by
its carefully articulated design and by its rugged appearance.

Its exterior walls are built of roughfaced Berea limestone and

Portland brownstone.

Architectural elements divide the seven story facade in three

major areas. The suggestion of two towers of different heights

and different orneamentation on either side of the facade intro-
duce interesting imbalance in the design., The south tower con-
inues around the south side of the building so that there is

a suggestion of a third dimension as one looks down the side
street next to the building.

At the sidewalk level five broad arches frame two story sub-
divisions one for each corner and three in the center. Above

a pair of three story arches surmount each ground floor arch.

Then at the cornice the too floor breaks free of the regular systen
and emphasizes the asyrmetry which which fichardson superinposed

on the rectangular facade. At eachend three &rches replace the

pair below; but the taller ones under the roof of the corner
pavillion roof become an additional floor higher. Then between
these an arcade if formed by placing four fine arched openings abore
each pair below, '

Colonnettes support the arches at this level creating a ribbon-
like effect., Their capitols are covered heavily with leaves.

The divisions of the building into three major sections is

further emphasized by bands of ornamentation and flutlng,whlch
ressemble a hybrid of the classical frieze and a string course,Jhlch
serve to demarcate the three different levels of arches.

Alternating patterns of brownstone and white limestone emphasiz:
the a rches and other structural elements in the building, How-
ever, weathering and city dirt now subdue the contrast of the

PR

were two low entrance portals belom the corner pavilions, one, :
of which remains. Absent also is the southern member of a pa1r~
of pointed arches which were inbetween the arches of the en-:
trance level and which carried the street number in their —
tympana. The two original entrances functioned as entrances
an interior court, now filled in. Before the building was
altered the building had multiple uses, From the five arches
in front and from the court behind was access to shops, law offices,
and spacious apartments. Now it serves as quarters for part

of the large G. Fox and Co., a department store.

R

light and dark stone. T
” A ]

The interior has been completely reworked. Originally there .-
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Henry Hobson Richardson was cormissioned in September 1875 to
design the commercial block originally called 'The Cheney
Building!'.

Hichardson's original intention in the design of the building
was to integrate it with the adjacent and neighboring structures.
However, he deviated from this purpose after seeing the English
arghitect Burges! recent and successful use of brownstone with
limestone at Trinity College. By constructing with rough-

faced stone instead of the brick which he had orlglnally chosen,
Richardson produced a cormercial building with a unique and
rugged appearance., DBefore it had mellowed, the bright

contrast of Berea limestone with the Portland brownstone rust
have set the Cheney Building apart from its neighbors by its
color and its massing,

The massing of the building demands appreciation. Fortunately
for the corner site, the traditional pavilions at the corners
work to pull the building together in three dimension. The
corner obviously drew Richarcdson's attention, because he piled
a high roof on that pavilion and not on the other. He created
an illusion of four square solidity and symmetry that was not
in fact so,

The Cheney Building is important because it is the work of a
master architect and because it is part of the evolution of
the skyscraper. Ten years later Richardson designed the
landmark in architectural history the larshall-Field
Warehouse in Chicago. Of the Cheney Bulldlng Henry !
Russell Hitchcock has :hoted that it is one of the finest
buildings in the world dating from the mld—seventles. Sy
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"LTATSON OFFICER CERTIFICATION |

NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public L.aw
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:
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The recommended
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I hereby certify that this property is incluced in the

National Register.

State Liaison Officer~and Chairman
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Connecticut Historical Commission
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