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The E Herritt Cole House is significant for i tsassociationuirh'the"

town's nmad- (~th century real estate development and it s stylish
and early Stick style design. I t meets National Register criteria A
and C at the local level and retains integrity of location, materials

wor kmanshi p, design, feeling, and association. The boundaries
indicated on the attached assessors mp are those of current
ownership.

IE:ILRAL Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terns of
other burldings Wth|n the conmoni ty. hat

Built on a T-shaped plan, the house has a two story projecting porch with tall colums. The
nmost distinctive feature of the house i s the elaborate relief treatment of the exterior clap-
board walls with half timbering, tongue and groove di agonal panels, board and batten motifs
and other three dimensional geometric patterned ornamental details. The only major alteration
appears to have been the replacement of the porch colums. Although i tis not clear how they
| ooked originally, the present sinple square posts do not seemto be out of keeping. The
originals my have been similar, buf with chanfered corners. The building still retainsits
original gable apron, bracketed overhanging eaves and original double |eafed entrance doors.

This house i s unusual both in Southbridge and in the larger area of Central Massachusetts for
its style and the extremely high quality of itsornament. |[|tselaborate surface treatment see
to have been the inspiration for other houses i n Southbridge such as 67 South Street and a
group of Vernacular workers' cottages built near the Anmerican Optical Conpany factory, on
Crvstal and Lens Streets (see form # 6-2i5) e

HSIGRGL SGNHCGNE Explain the role owers played inlocal or state history ad how the
building relates to the devel opnent of the community.

This house was built inthe early 1800's by Jacob Edwards. Sone time between 1855 and 1878,
and possibly before 1870, it was renpndeled to itspresent Gothic Revival appearance. Avail-
abl e maps showing the ground plan of the house are inprecise Snn make a nmore accurate
dating impossible. These maps also do not suggest clearly which portion of the building is
the original house.

E Merritt Cole was an original stockholder in the American Optical Conpany when it was
incorporated in 1869. Holding 80 shares of the total 400 shares, he held nore than any
other of the original six shareholders, except Robert H Cole who held 150. Present
research has not made i t clear what his relationship was to Robert Cole. Robert Cole

becane president of the newly formed conpany and Merritt Cole became treasurer. Merritt Cole's
duties at American Optical were diversified, including sonme travel tovisit the optical
trade and working on problens related to shortening the manufacturing process. At times he
assisted in "getting down" (melting down ) gold and silver stock and meki ng sone odd
styles of gold frames.
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