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DESCR!BE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

General Grant National Memorial, established on May 1, 1959, is
a 150-foot, gray granite monument completed in 1897 and built
on a bluff overlooking the Hudson River at an elevation of 130
feet. It is approached from the south by a broad, granite-paved
plaza. The lower section is 90 feet square and 72 feet high.

A portico supported by 10 fluted Doric Columns projects from
the southern face. Above the square lower section is a rotunda
surrounded by Ionic columns. This in turn is surrounded by a
conical dome with a S5-ton capstone..

The interior, entered through massive bronze doors, is lined
with white marmol. In the center is an open cript coptaining
the sarcophagi of General Grant and his wife, Julia Dent Grant.
To the rear are two trophy rooms displaying Union Army battle
flags and mural maps which illustrate Civil War campaigns, each
one a significant achievement in Grant's military career.
Between the arches of the rotunda are allegorical figures re-
presenting Grant's youth, military service, civil life, and
death. In niches around the walls of the crypt are heroic bronz?
busts of five of Grant's Civil War comrades~in-arms: Sherman,
Sheridan, Thomas, Ord, and lMcPherson.

Boundary:
General Grant NM is built on a plot of land that is:

167.6 ft. on the south and parallel with 12lst St.

186.3 ft. on the west and parallel with Westside Highway.
187.5 ft on the east and parallel with Riverside Drive.
167.8 ft. on the north and parallel with 125th St.

SNOILONYLSNI IZIS



SEEINSTRUCTIONS

PERIQD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

{T] Pre-Columbian [ 16th Century [[118th Century 1 20th Century
[C] 15th Century []17th Century 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Aboriginal [] Education {iel Political 1 Urban Planning
] Prehistoric ] Engineering ] Religion/Phi- [T) Other (Specify)
] Historic [ Industry losophy

[ Agriculture [ Invention [] Science

Architecture [] Landscape [ Sculpture

[ Art Architecture [ Social/Human-

[ Commerce [ Literature itarian

[C] Communications Military [C] Theater

[[] Conservation 3 Music [C] Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

General Grant National Memorial, known simply to millions as
Grant's Tomb, is the last resting place of the great Union
Army leader and 18th President, and of his wife. Though there
are many Civil War areas in the Park System associated with
Grant, it is only in the Memorial of Riverside Drive that ome
may review his career as a whole. Here one may scan his early
life beginning /April 27, 1822, his formative years on his fa-
ther's farm, his military training at West Point, his service
in the Mexican War, his marriage, his frustrating service in
distant military posts away from his wife and family and his
resignation from the army, as well as his later careers as
Civil War leader and President.

Several styles and motifs of classical architecture are combine
in the monument, such as the fluted Doric columns of the south
ern portico and the rotunda surrounded by Ionic columns.

General Grant's family selected New York City as his burial
place. Following an impressive ceremony, in which the Nation's
highest officials and thounsands of Civil War veterans took
part, his remains were placed in a temporary vault in River-
side Park. Shortly afterward, the Grant Monument Association
was organized to create a permanent memorial. Incorporated by
special act of the New York State Legislature in 1886, the
association conducted a fun-raising campaign which was suppor-
ted by more than 90,000 donors. In a nationwide competition,
the design of New York architect John H., Duncan was chosen.
Ground was broken in 1891, a short distance in front of the
temporary vault. The completed monument, erected a a cost of
$600,000, was dedicated on April 27, 1897, the 75th anniver-
sary of érant's birth. When Mrs. Grant died in 1902, her body
was placed in a sarcophagus adjoining that of her husband.




General Grant National Memorial, National Park Service, 1974.
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