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1. Name 

For HCRS use 

received <̂  i' 

date entered IP |£ g 

historic Mowers' Block 

and/or common Rolfe Bui ld ing (also Rolfe House) 

2. Location 
r street & number 7 Willow StEeet_^.aiso 67-83 Blake Stroet)- not for publication 

city, town Lynn N/A^ vicinity of congressional district S i x t h 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code 025 county Essex code 009 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownersh ip Status Present Use 

district public X occupied agriculture museum 
_x_ buildlng(s) 2i. private unoccupied ^ commercial park 

structure both worl< in progress educational private residence 
site Publ ic Acqu is i t i on Access ib le entertainment religious 
object in process 2L yes: restricted government scientific 

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
N/A no military X o t h e r : r e s i d e n t i £ 

4. Owner of Property 

name Rolfe House Associates 

street & number 75 Chapman Street 

city, town Providence vicinity of state Rhode Island 02905 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Essex County Registry of Deeds 

street & number 32 Federal Street 

city, town Salem state Massachusetts 01970 

6. Representa t ion in Exis t ing Surveys ^ _ 
Inventory of H i s to r i c Assets 2/14/80 

title of the Commonwealth has this property been determined elegible? -g yes no 

date May 1977 federal . state county local 

depository for survey records Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town 294 Washington Stre.pi-, Rn.gf'n State Massachuset-1-g 02108 



7. Descript ion Mover's Block, Î mn 

Condition Check one Check one 
— excellent deteriorated unaltered — original site 

good ruins ^ altered moved date 
. fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

Facing Linnehan Square, at the west end of Central Square, the Mowers' Block stands 
at the northwest corner of Willow and Blake Streets on a l o t bounded by Willow Street 
(south), Blake Street (east), Almont Street (north) and another former factory 
building (west). The building i s constructed of br i c k , six-stories high and has an 
irregular "U" shaped plan which creates a small courtyard and alley on i t s west elevation. 
As with neighboring structures, the Mowers' Building occupies nearly a l l of i t s l o t 
and i s attached on i t s west elevation to a neighboring building. 

Except for the westem elevation which has an undecorated u t i l i t a r i a n design, a l l ' 
elevations are finished facades which vary i n length but are uniformly decorated by 
storey. The f i r s t storey i s framed by f l u t e d cast-iron posts which support a pressed 
metal cornice; on the east elevation posts alternate with cast-iron columns. Second 
storey windows consist of paired 1/1 sash with transoms beneath an arch of radiating 
bricks set on rock-faced granite springers and capped with a moulded b r i c k extrados. 
Third storey windows consist of 1/1 sash Surrounded by granite springers aiid radiating 
brick arches capped with a brick b e l t course. Fourth and f i f t h storey windows are i d e n t i c a l 
to those of the t h i r d storey except t h e i r arched heads have extrados of moulded brick. 
Sixth storey windows each consist of 1/1 sash with a semi-circular transom beneath a .J 
brick arch with a moulded brick extrados. Above the s i x t h storey window arches are i 
panels of decorative brickwork and a shallow corbelling. Windowsills throughout are 
of rock-faced granite. 

The east elevation forms the major facade; i t i s seven bays long and i s arranged 
symmetrically about a wide central bay flanked by two narrow bays, which i n t u r n , J 
are flanked by four t^ide bays. Wide bays contain two sets of windows at the second 
storey and four windows i n each of the upper stories. Narrow bays contain only two 
windows per storey; tlibse of the second storey consist of I / l sash with a transom 
beneath a pointed b r i c k arch. Storefronts from the central bay southward consist 
of plate-glass windows set on bases of dressed granite and cast stone (ca. 1920-1930). 
North of the central bay, storefronts have been r e - b u i l t with brick and anodized 
aluminum (1980). Corners of the facade are curved bays which contain t r i - p a r t i t e 
1/1 windows with f l u t e d s t i l e s at each storey above the f i r s t ; panels of decorative 
brickwork exist beneath the s i l l s of the t h i r d to s i x t h stories. 

The south elevation contains an entry with pressed metal pilasters and a cornice 
at i t s center. West of the entry are modem storefronts of anodized aluminum (1980); 
east of the entry are plate-glass, cast-stone and granite storefronts (1920-1930) 
id e n t i c a l to those of the east elevation. Upper stories are divided into two bays i 
each of which contains three paired windows at the second storey and f i v e single : 
windows at each storey above the second. 

The north elevation has four bays of anodized aluminum storefronts at i t s f i r s t 
storey. Upper floors are divided into two bays, each of which contains two paired 
windows flanking a single pointed-arch window at the second storey. Above the second 
storey each bay contains f i v e windows per storey. The westem end of the north 
elevation terminates i n a curved bay, l i k e those of the east elevation. 



8. Significance 

Period 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899 
190O-

Areas of Signif icance—Check and justify below 
archeology-prehistoric community planning 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 

^ architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 
exploration/settlement 

X industry 
invention 

landscape architecture _ 
law 
literature 
military 
music 
philosophy 
. politics/government 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
. social/ 
humanitarian 
. theater 
transportation 
. other (specify) 

Specific dates 1891 Builder/Architect Edwin Earp of Lynn 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

The Mowers' Block possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, materials and set t i n g 
as w e l l as h i s t o r i c a l associations with both the shoemaking industry i n Lynn and the 
city's reconstruction a f t e r the Great Fire of 1889. Indicative of the massive scale of 
the shoe industry i n downtown Lynn, the Mowers' Block has gained additional importance since 
the f i r e of November 28, 1981, destroyed much of the c i t y ' s former shoe manufacturing 
d i s t r i c t . 

One of the largest shoe factories and commercial buildings b u i l t i n Lynn during the. 
nineteenth century, the Mowers' Block preserves v i r t u a l l y a l l the elements of the 
o r i g i n a l Victorian Gothic (Panel Brick) design. P a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e features include the 
f l u t e d cast-iron posts which frame f i r s t storey display windows, the decorative b r i c k 
panels i n corner bays and beneath the cornice, and the varied, decorated window arches 
with granite springer blocks. Characteristic of a large number of factories and com­
mercial blocks designed by Edwin Earp of Lynn during the 1880s and 1890s, the Mowers' 
Block i s the most well-preserved of those that remain. 

Situated less than 100 yards from the former Central Square ra i l r o a d depot which 
provided an important transportation l i n k f o r nineteenth-century manufacturers, the 
Mowers' Block and i t s s i t e have undergone a course of development which i s character­
i s t i c of the development of the Central Square area. During the 1840-1860s, the s i t e 
was b u i l t up with several small shoe shops of wood-frame construction; i n 1872, these 
buildings were purchased by Alfred and Martin Van Buren Mower, who began to manufacture 
ladies' shoes here on an i n d u s t r i a l scale soon aft e r the purchase. By the mid-1880s, 
the Mowers had b u i l t a large b r i c k factory on the s i t e replacing part of the dense 
maze of wood-frame buildings which had grown by addition over the years. I n 1889, a 
f i r e began i n the new br i c k factory and quickly spread south and eastward throughout 
the area destroying the largest portion of Lynn's manufacturing and commercial center. 
In the re-building which followed the F i r e , the Mowers' Block was among the e a r l i e s t 
and largest planned although i t s construction was delayed for nearly a year while the 
c i t y debated whether to extend Munroe Street through the s i t e or cut an e n t i r e l y new 
street along the l i n e of Blake Street. By May 1891, the decision had been made to 
create Blake Street and construction began on the Mowers' Block. The building was con­
structed by Joseph Breed I I & Son, carpenters, and Nathaniel T. Davidson & Son, masons. 
Upon completion i n October 1891, the Mowers' Block contained nine store fronts at the 
f i r s t storey, sixteen off i c e s at the second storey and four stories of rental l o f t s 
for manufacturing above, a mix of uses which reflected the increased importance of 
commercial a c t i v i t y around Central Square a f t e r the Fire of 1889. 

Alfred Adams Mower and Martin Van Buren Mower, l i k e many other l o c a l shoe manu­
facturers, were Quakers whose family had been artisan shoemakers i n Lynn since the 
l a t e eighteenth or early nineteenth century. Just before shoemaking became in d u s t r i a l i z e d , 
the two brothers learned shoemaking as apprentices i n the father's shoe shop on Broad 
Street. I n 1857, the Mowers formed a partnership as Mower & Brother and began to 



9. Major Bibliographical References 
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Lynn City Item. May 22, 1891, p. 8. • , . 
Lynn Scrapbooks. Vol. 33, p. 42; Vol. 57, p. 48 (unpublished scrapbooks at the 

Lynn Public Library) 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 1 3 , 5 3 4 s q u a r e f e e t 

Quadrangle name T.ynn 

UMT References 
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Verbal boundary descr ip t ion and jus t i f i ca t i on 

The nominated property includes only the l o t on which the bu i ld ing stands; th i s 
l o t i s i d e n t i f i e d on Lynn Assessors' Map 19 (scale 1" = 80') as Parcel- #4 of Block #625. 

List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state • code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title B.R. P f e i f f e r , ACT fo r Massachusetts f o r Candace Jenkins, Registxatiun Direc tor 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date December, 1981 

street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the staters: 

national state y local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Off leer signature ^ 

title Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Ckxnuission date 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register 

- ay^ / — c / / ^ ^ 
Keeper of the National Register/ 

Attest: date 

|^(Jhlef of Registration ̂  .̂ ^̂ ^ 

G P O 9 38 6 35 
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manufacture ladies' shoes, then Lynn's major product. Benefitting from the 
mechanization of shoemaking, the Mowers' Brothers business grew rapidly i n the 1870s 
and 1880s, providing both with a f i n a n c i a l "competency" by the mid-1880s. When 
the Fire of 1889 destoryed t h e i r factory, the Mowers ceased manufacturing and, 
instead, became the owners of investment properties, beginning with the new 
Mowers' Block of 1891. 
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National Park Service 
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U.S. Department of the Interior 













S H E R B U R N E , P O W E R S & N E E D H A M 

O N E B E A C O N S T R E E T - B O S T O N • M A S S A C H U S E T T S 0 2 1 0 8 

6 1 7 / 5 2 3 - 3 7 0 0 

DELIVER 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
State H i s t o r i c P r e servation O f f i c e r 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
O f f i c e of the Secretary of State 
294 VJauhington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

J O H N H S H E f i B U R N C 
WALTCP* P O W C O S I I » ' » I B 7 7 > 

D A N I E L N C C D H A M 

W I L L I A M A N D R E S 
J O H N B A R R D O L A N 
r S T A N T O N D E L A N O 
R O B E R T F. W H I T E 
O A N I E L N E E D M A M , J R 
W I L L I A M D . W E E K S 
J O H N T. C O L L I N S 
S T E P H E N A . H O P K I N S 
K A R L J . H I R S H M A N 
T H E O D O R E L T I L L O T S O N 
R O B E R T E . M C W A L T C R 
C . T H O M A S S W A I M 
J A M E S P O L L O C K 
W I L L I A M V. T R I P P i l l 
S T E P H E N S. Y O U N G 

A N T H O N Y I B A T T E L L C 
W I L L I A M r M A C H C N 
J A C O B C O I E M E R T 
S A M A V L A D. D E U T C H 
P H I L I P J . N O T O P O U L O S 
H A R O L D W. P O T T C N . J R . 
J O H N L . O A L Y 
R O B E R T A L . B R U N O R C T T 
J O H N J . N O L A N 
M A R K S C H O N F C L D 
J A M E S D . S M C A L L I C 
P A U L K l U L E C N 
C Y N T H I A A C L A r r 
R I C H A R D M . Y A N O F S K Y 
J A M E S E . M C D E R M O T T 

N E A L H O L L A N D 
O F C O U N S E L 

C O N C O R D O F F I C E 

57 MAIN STREET,CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 0174* 
6 l 7 / 3 6 9 - l 6 n 

January 11, 1982 
WDW/B, 

Re: N a t i o n a l Register Nomination f o r Mowers' Block 
(Rolfe House) , 7 Willow St r e e t (also 67-83 h 'Lak^J j j>^ 
Street)^/ Lynn, Massachusetts 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

This i s w i t h f u r t h e r reference t o our telephone 
conversation on December 28, 1981 i n connection w i t h the 
above N a t i o n a l Register Nomination f o r Rolfe House. 

Thank you very much f o r your note of t h a t date 
enclosing sample l e t t e r s p r o v i d i n g f o r w r i t t e n n o t i c e of 
waivers o f formal n o t i f i c a t i o n f o r our use i n connection v/ith 
the above Nomination. 

We now enclose herewith w r i t t e n waivers of formal 
n o t i f i c a t i o n from the owners, Rolfe House Associates, and the 
Mayor of the C i t y of Lynn, Mayor Antonio J. Marino. 

V7e understand from your l e t t e r of December 28 t h a t 
having these waivers of formal n o t i f i c a t i o n i n hand, you w i l l 
be able t o consider the above property f o r nomination a t the 
re g u l a r monthly Commission meeting t h i s Wednesday, January 13, 
1982. Unless we hear from you t o the c o n t r a r y between now and 
Wednesday, we s h a l l assume t h a t the nomination w i l l be acted 
upon a t t h i s VJednesday's meeting of the Commission. 

I f there i s anything f u r t h e r t h a t you need from us 
i n order t o have the above nomination acted upon a t your 
Commission meeting t h i s Wednesday, please do not h e s i t a t e t o 
l e t us know. Thank you again f o r your assistance i n t h i s matter. 



S H E R B U R N E , P O W E R S S< N E E D H A M PAGE. Two 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski, State 
H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r 

January 11, 1982 

Please acknowledge r e c e i p t of the enclosures h e r e i n 
by s i g n i n g and r e t u r n i n g t o the bearer of t h i s l e t t e r the 
e x t r a copy of t h i s l e t t e r enclosed f o r t h i s purpose. 

Very t r u l y yours; 

^ W i l l i a m D. Week 



Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
State H i s t o r i c P r eservation O f f i c e r 
Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
O f f i c e of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

January 8, 1982 

n 
This w i l l c o n f i r m t h a t Rolfe House Associates i s f u l l y 

aware of the e f f e c t s of l i s t i n g a pr o p e r t y i n the N a t i o n a l 
Register o f H i s t o r i c Places. I t recognizes t h a t , under the 
Na t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P r e s e r v a t i o n Act, Rolfe House Associates 
i s e n t i t l e d t o o b j e c t t o the proposed l i s t i n g o f i t s p r o p e r t y 
by a n o t a r i z e d , w r i t t e n statement. I f i t i s the sole owner 
and i t o b j e c t s , i t s p r o p e r t y w i l l not be l i s t e d . I f th e r e 
are m u l t i p l e owners of t h i s p r o p e r t y and a m a j o r i t y o f the 
owners o b j e c t , the p r o p e r t y w i l l not be l i s t e d . 

F o llowing i s the address o f the property owned by Rolfe 
House 7\iJ;jociates: 

Rolfe House 
/ 7 Willow S t r e e t 

(also 67-83 Blake S t r e e t ) 
Lynn, Massachusetts 

Rolfe House Associal.es hereby waives i t s r i g h t t o 
o b j e c t t o the proposed l i s t i n g and n o t i f i e s you t h a t i t 
requests t h a t i t s p r o p e r t y be l i s t e d i n the N a t i o n a l Register 
a t the e a r l i e s t p o s s i b l e date. 

S i n c e r e l y , 

Thomas P. Dimeo 
i t s General Partner 



(llttg Df Cytin. UlaHBarliufiettfi 
(0ffUr iif % fBayar 
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STUART S. DAVIS JR. 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 

CITY HALL 01901 
(617) S98-4000 

Aagar 

1 

if 

li­
fe-

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski January 4, 1981 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 
]yfexssachusetts Historical Commission 
Office of the Secretary of State 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachiisetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslcwski: 

This w i l l confirm that I am f u l l y aware of the effects of l i s t i n g a 
property i n the National Register of Historic Places. I recognize 
that under the National Preservation Act, I am entitled to comnnent 
on the proposed l i s t i n g of property within ray jurisdiction. y -

Following i s the proposed l i s t i n g : 

'ymtd 
Rolfe House 
7 Willow Street 
(also 67-83 Blake Street) 
Lynn, Massachusetts 

i hereby waive iry right to corment on the proposed l i s t i n g . 

Sincerely yours. 

< - y • 

Mayor A n t o n J . Marino PJM/caa. 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE HIJISACFDSITTS 

Date Entered FEB 2b 1S82 

N£une Location 

JefttXk 
Essax CMBty 

Wmmn̂  Block 
Mmmmx Cevnty 

Also Notified 

Honorable Paul B* Taongaa 
Boaoral^la Bdvard M. Imnody 
iOMonbla lUebolM Mavcouloa 

Mid-Atlantic Boglon, HPS 
Xorth Atlaatie Boglon, HPS 

Btata Blatoric Ptooonratlos Otfleor 
Mrs. Patricia L. Vaalowaki 
Baacutiva Divacter, Maaaacttuaatta 

•iatorical Co—laairw 
Z9A Waahinston Btraat 
Boaton, Maaaachnaatta 02108 

Mailed copy of n o t i f i c a t i o n t o : 
Samayla Deutch 
Sherburne, Powers, and Needham, 1 Beacon St., Boston, MA 02108 

For further information, please call the National Register at (202): 

NR— Eady/mc 2/26/82 ^1^-3S0Y 


