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1. Name

historic Mowers' Block
and/or common Rolfe Building (also Rolfe House)

2. Location

dreet & number 7 Willow StEeet_’\.aisor 67-83 Blake Stroet)- not for publication
city, town Lynn N/A” vicinity of congressional district Sixth
state Massachusetts code 025 county Essex code 009
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district public X occupied agriculture museum
_X_ buildlng(s) 2i. private unoccupied A commercial park

structure both worl< in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object in process 2L yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
N/A no military X other:residentif

4. Owner of Property
nane Rol f e House Associ at es
Sreet & number 75 Chagpmen Street

city, town Providence vicinity of state Rhode Island 02905
5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, regidry of deeds, etic. Essex County Registry of Deeds

greet & number 32 Federal Street

city, town Saem state Massachusetts 01970
6. Representation in Existing Surveys N

_ Inventory of Historic Assets _ ) _ 2/14/80
title of the mmonwedlth has this property been determined eegible? -g yes no
date May 1977 federal . state county local

depogtory for survey records  Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town 294 Washington Stre.pi-, Rn.gf'n Sae Massechuset-1-g 02108



7. Description Mover's Block, 1"mn

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent deteriorated unaltered — original site
good ruins N altered moved date
fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Facing Li nnehan Square, at the west end of Central Square, the Mowers' Block stands
at the northwest corner of WIlow andBl ake Streets on al ot bounded by W1l ow Street
(south), Blake Street (east), Alnont Street (north) andanother fornmer factory
building (west). Thebuildingis constructed of brick, six-storieshigh andhas an
irregular "U' shaped plan which creates a small courtyard andalley onitswest elevation.
As with neighboring structures, the Mowers' Building occupies nearly all of itslot
and is attached onitswest elevation t oaneighboring building.

Except for the westem elevation which has an undecorated utilitarian design, all
el evations are finished facades which vary in length but are uniformy decorated by
storey. Thefirst storey is framed by fluted cast-iron posts which support a pressed
metal cornice; onthe east elevation posts alternatewith cast-iron colums. Second
storey wi ndows consist of paired 1/1 sash with transons beneath an arch of radiating
bricks set onrock-faced granite springers and capped with a noul ded brick extrados.
Third storey windows consist of 1/1 sash Surrounded by granite springers aiid radiating
brick arches capped with abrick belt course. Fourth andfifth storey wi ndows are identical
to those of the third storey except their arched heads have extrados of noul ded brick.
Sixth storey windows each consist of 1/1sash with a sem-circular transombeneath a
brick arch with a moul ded brick extrados. Above the sixth storey wi ndow arches are
panel s of decorative brickwork and a shallow corbelling. Wndowsills throughout are
of rock-faced granite.

The east elevation forms the major facade; i tis seven bays long andi s arranged
symmetrically about aw de central bay flanked by twonarrow bays, which in turn,
are flanked by four t"ide bays. Wde bays contain twosets of windows at the second
storey andfour windows in each of the upper stories. Narrow bays contain only two
wi ndows per storey; tlibse of the second storey consist of | /] sash with a transom
beneath a pointed brick arch. Storefronts fromthe central bay southward consi st
of plate-glass windows set onbases of dressed granite andcast stone (ca. 1920-1930).
North of the central bay, storefronts have been re-built with brick and anodi zed
al um num (1980). Corners of the facade are curved bays which contain tri-partite
/1 windows with fluted stiles at each storey above the first; panels of decorative
brickwork exist beneath the sills of the third t osixth stories.

The south elevation contains anentry with pressed metal pilasters anda cornice
at i tscenter. Wst of the entry are modem storefronts of anodi zed al um num (1980);
east of the entry are plate-glass, cast-stone andgranite storefronts (1920-1930)
identical tothose of the east elevation. Upper stories are divided into two bays
each of which contains three paired windows at the second storey andfive single
w ndows at each storey above the second.

The north elevation has four bays of anodized alum numstorefronts atits first
storey. Upper floors are divided into two bays, each of which contains twopaired
wi ndows flanking a single pointed-arch w ndow at the second storey. Above the second
storey each bay contains five windows per storey. Thewestem endof the north
el evation termnates in a curved bay, like those of the east elevation.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below o
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning | andscape architecture_  religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservat i on | aw sci ence
1500-1599 agriculture econoni cs literature scul pture
1600-1699 " architecture educati on mlitary . social/
1700-1799 art engi neeri ng nusi ¢ hurani tari an
1800-1899 commerce expl oration/sett| ement phi | osophy . theater
1900- communi cati ons X industry . politics/gover nnent transportation

i nvention . other (specify)

Specific dates 1891 Bui | der/ Archi tect Edwi n Earp of Lynn

St at ement of Significance(in one paragraph)

The Mowers' Block possesses integrity of location, design, materials andsetting
as well ashistorical associations with both the shoemaking industry in Lynn and the
city's reconstruction after the Geat Fire of 1889. Indicativeof the nmassive scale of
the shoe industry in downtown Lynn, the Mowers' Bl ock has gained additional inportance since
the fire of Novenber 28, 1981, destroyed much of the city's former shoe manufacturing
district.

e of the largest shoe factories andcomercial buildings built in Lynn during the.
nineteenth century, the Mowers' Block preserves virtually al | the elements of the
original Victorian Gothic (Panel Brick) design. Particularly fine features include the
fluted cast-iron posts which frame first storey display wi ndows, the decorative brick
panels in corner bays and beneath the cornice, andthe varied, decorated w ndow arches
with granite springer blocks. Characteristic of alarge nunber of factories and com
mercial blocks designed by Edwin Earp of Lynn during the 1880s and 1890s, the Mowers'
Block is the nmost well-preserved of those that remain.

Situated less than 100 yards from the former Central Square railroad depot which
provided aninportant transportationlink for nineteenth-century manufacturers, the
Mowers' Block and itssite have undergone a course of devel opment which is character-
istic of the devel opment of the Central Square area. During the 1840-1860s, the site
was built upwith several small shoe shops of wood-frame construction; in 1872, these
buildings were purchased by Alfred and Martin VanBuren Mower, who began to manufacture
| adi es' shoes here onanindustrial scale soon after the purchase. By the m d-1880s,
the Mowers had built alarge brick factory onthe site replacing part of the dense
maze of wood-franme buil dings which had grown by addition over the years. |n 18389, a
fire began in the newbrick factory and quickly spread south and eastward throughout
the area destroying the largest portion of Lynn's manufacturing andcomercial center.
In the re-buildingwhich followed the Fire, the Mwers' Block was anong the earliest
and |argest planned although itsconstruction was delayed for nearly a year while the
city debated whether to extend Munroe Street through the site or cut anentirely new
street along the line of Blake Street. By May 1891, the decision had been nade t o
create Bl ake Street andconstruction began onthe Mwers' Block. Thebuildingwas con-
structed by Joseph Breed | | & Son, carpenters, and Nathaniel T. Davidson & Son, nmasons.
Upon conpletion in October 1891, the Mowers' Block contained nine store fronts at the
first storey, sixteen offices at the second storey and four stories of rental lofts
for manufacturing above, anmx of uses which reflected the increased inportanceof
comrercial activity around Central Square after the Fire of 1889.

Al fred Adans Mower and Martin VanBuren Mower, |ike nany other local shoe nanu-
facturers, were Quakers whose fami |y had been artisan shoemakers i n Lynn since the
late eighteenth or early nineteenth century. Just before shoemaking becane industrialized,
the two brothers |earned shoemaking as apprentices in the father's shoe shop on Broad
Street. In 1857, the Mowers formed a partnership as Mwer &Brother and began to



UikILiWWIL I'CJi WIL...... . ...

9. Major Bibliographical References ml m mm

Lynn City Item My 22, 1891, p. 8 , .
Lynn Scrapbooks. Vol . 33, p. 42; Vol. 57, p. 48 (unpublished scrapbooks at the
Lynn Public Library)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 13,534 square feet

Quadrangle name T.ynn Quadrangle scale 1:25,000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The nominated property includes only the lot on which the building stands; this
lot is identified on Lynn Assessors' Mg 19 (scale 1" = 80') as Parcel- #4 of Block #625.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state . code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle B.R. Pfeiffer, ACT for Massachusetts for Candace Jenkins, Registxatiun Director
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae December, 1981

dreet & numbar 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the staters:

national state y local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Offleer signature n

titte Executive Director, Massachusatts Historical Ckxnuisson cke

| hereby certify that this property is included inthe Nationd Regigter

-ay” /| — cl/rn
Keeper of the National Register/
Attest: date

[*(JIhlef of Registration » M

GPO 938 635
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manufacture |adies' shoes, then Lynn's major product. Benefitting fromthe

mechani zati on of shoemaking, the Mowers' Brothers business grew rapidly i nthe 1870s
and 1880s, providing both with a financial "conpetency" by thenid-1880s. Wen

the Fire of 1889 destoryed their factory, the Mwers ceased manufacturing and,

instead, becane theowners of investment properties, beginning with the new
Mowers' Bl ock of 1891.
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DELIVER NEAL HOLLAND

OF COUNSEL
CONCORD OFFICE

57 MAIN STREET,CONCORD, MASSACHUSETTS 0174*
617/369-16n

January 11, 1982
VIDN/ B

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski

State Historic Preservation Officer
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
Office of the Secretary of State
294 VJauhington Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108

Re: National Register Nom nation for Mowers' Block
(Rolfe House), 7 WIllow Street (also 67-83 h'Lak”Jjj>"
Street)® Lynn, Massachusetts

Dear M. Weslowski:

This i swith further reference t oour telephone
conversation on Decenber 28, 1981 i nconnection with the
above National Register Nom nation for Rolfe House.

Thank you very nmuch for your note of that date
enclosing sanple letters providing for written notice of
wai vers of formal notification for our use i nconnection v/ith
the above Nomi nation.

V¢ now enclose herewith written waivers of formal
notification from t heowners, Rolfe House Associ ates, andt he
Mayor of theCity of Lynn, Mayor Antonio J. Marino.

Ve understand from your letter of December 28 that
having these waivers of formal notification i nhand, you will
be able t oconsider the above property for nom nation at the
regular monthly Comm ssion meeting this Wednesday, January 13,
1982. Unl ess we hear fromyoutothecontrary between now and
Wednesday, we shall assune that thenom nation will be acted
upon at this VJednesday's meeting of t he Comm ssion.

If there i sanything further that you need from us
in order t ohave t he above nom nation acted upon at your
Commi ssion meeting this Wednesday, please do not hesitate to
let us know. Thank you again for your assistance i nthis matter.



SHERBURNE, POWERS & NEEDHAM PAGE.

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, State January 11, 1982
Hi storic Preservation Officer

Pl ease acknowl edge receipt of the enclosures herein
by signing and returning to the bearer of this letter the
extra copy of this letter enclosed for this purpose

Very truly yours;

ANWilliam D VWeek

Two



Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski January 8, 1982
State Historic Preservation Officer

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion

Office of the Secretary of State

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

This will confirm that Rolfe House Associates i s fully
aware of theeffects of listing a property i nthe National
Register of Historic Places. | trecognizes that, under the

National Historic Preservation Act, Rolfe House Associates
is entitled toobject totheproposed listing of its property

by a notarized, written statement. | fi ti sthe sole owner
and i t objects, itsproperty will not be listed. | fthere
are multiple owners of this property and a majority of the
owners object, theproperty will not be listed.

Following i stheaddress of theproperty owned by Rolfe
House 7\iJ;joci ates:

Rol f e House

[ 7 Wllow Street
(also 67-83 Bl ake Street)
Lynn, Massachusetts

Rol fe House Associal.es hereby waives itsright to
object totheproposed listing and notifies you thati t
requests that itsproperty be listed i ntheNational Register
at theearliest possible date.

Sincerely,

Thomas P. Dineo
its General Partner
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CITY HALL 01901
STUART S. DAVIS JR. (617) S98-4000

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

Aagar

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski January 4, 1981
State Historic Preservation Officer

Executive Director

] yfexssachusetts Hi storical Conm ssion

Office of theSecretary of State

294 Washi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachiisetts 02108

Dear Ms. Vsl cwski:
This will confirmthat | amfully aware of t heeffects of listing a
property i ntheNational Register of Historic Places. | recognize
that under t heNational Preservation Act, | amentitled t o commnent
on t heproposed listing of property withinrayjurisdiction. y -
Following i s theproposed listing:
, Rol f e House
ymtd 7 Wllow Street
(also 67-83 Bl ake Street)
Lynn, Massachusetts
I hereby waive iryright tocorment ontheproposed |isting.

Sincerely yours.

Mayor Ant onJ. Marino PJM/caa.



U.S. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
HERITAGE CONSERVATION AND RECREATION SERVICE

TIME OF

TELEPHONE REPORT

1. CALL Q TO; FROM (Name) 2. ADDRESS (Tel. No. il needed)

3. SUBJECT. PROJECT NO., ETC.

4. DETAILS OF DISCUSSION

/\ A/\ " S " A
NAME OF PERSON PLACING/RECEIVING CALL TITLE

FHR-8-227
June 1978

CALL

AM
PM
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ENTR ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE  HIJSACFDITTS
Dat e Entered FEB 2b m

NEune L ocation
Jefttxk
Essax CMBty
Wmmn* Block
Mmwmx Cevnty
Al'so Notified
Honor abl e Paul B Taongaa
Boaoral "la Bdvard M | nmody Btata Blatoric Ptooonratlos G fleor
i Ovbnbl a | Uebol M Mavcoul oa Ms. Patricia L. Vaal ovaki
Baacutiva Divacter, Muaaacttuaatta
Md-Atlantic Boglon, HS *iatorical Co—+taairw
Xorth Atlaatie Boglon, HS Z9A VMahi nst on Bt r aat

. L . Boat on, Maaaachnaatta 02108
Mai | ed copy of notificationto:

Samayl a Deut ch

Sher burne, Powers, and Needham 1 Beacon St., Boston, M\ 02108

For further i nformati on, please call the National Register at (202):
NR—  Eady/ nt 2/ 26/ 82 MA-3DY



