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c.1848, is a superb example of the revival of the English Gothic style.

Zion Church Talbotton, the original name given to Zion Episcopal Church,
is a one-story brown, wertical boarded, heart pine structure with a central,
triple sectioned square tower. The foundation is of stuccoed brick. Lancet
windows and tudor arches define all openings: a simple tudor arch forms the
entranceway; narrow, multi-paned, and shuttered lancet windows occur on all
sides, with double ones on the side facade and single ones on the front. A
flat decorative "carpentar gothic" scrolled dentil cornice defines the eaves

roof on the front facade.

In the dimly lit interior are the altar, communion rail, lectern pulpit
and prayer desk - all made of walnut. A Pilcher pipe organ, installed
c.1850, is still operated by a hand pump. The choir loft at the east end of
the building opposite the sanctuary,above the narthex, is flanked on each
side by a gallery, where slaves worshipped. The original box family pews,
each with its own door, in a double row in the center and a single row on
each side,remain as originally placed. The pulpit=-lectern and prayer desk
are built against opposite walls of the chancel and elevated three steps
above the level of the chancel floor.

Few changes have been made over Zion's 125 year history; fans have been
installed and electric heaters have replaced a pot bellied stove.
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Situated in a grove of oak and cedar trees, Zion Episcopal Church, built

on the side facade. A trefoil motif runs along the bargeboard of ‘the pitched
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Zion Episcopal Church, consecrated in 1853 and originally supported as
a missionary church, is a superb example of a small, wooden country church
in the English Gothic style of the Tudor period as interpreted in the mid
19th century. In time seguence and style it bears a direct relationship to
the small, rural church designs which were published in 1852 in Richard
Upjohn's Rural Architecture.

In 1847 the preliminary steps for organizing Zion Church Talbotton were
made under the zealous missionary spirit of an Episcopal Clergyman, the Rev.
Richard Johnson. Aided financially by South Carolina rice planters who had
been his parishoners, Mr. Johnson had moved to Talbotton and within a year
his small congregation built a wooden structure, Zion Episcopal Church.
Although the congregation has always been small, (presently there are only
three members), Zion Episcopal Church is a monument to the mid-century
missionary movement.

Architecturally, Zion is a nationally significant rural version of a
revival of the English Gothic ecclesiasticd structure, reflecting the work
of Richard Upjohn. No documents support direct influence, but Upjohn was
known to supply plans and particulars for construction for needy parishes
because he believed he had a religious and architectural obligation as an
architect. This continuous demand for the simple structures led him to
produce Upjohn's Rural Architecture in 1852, to satisfy those parishes who
were too poor to afford even the most modest fee. 1In design, Upjohn's St.
Thomas Church in Hamilton, N.Y. (1852), Trinity Church in Warsaw, N.Y. (1854
and the designs in his Rural Architecture are very similar in feeling to
this Talbotton, Georgia example. Careful consideration of details is given
in this English Gothic revival structure, details such as the delicate tre-
foil bargeboard motif, the scrolled dentil work on the side cornice, the
crenellated parapets that crown each of the building's roof points and
especially the Tudor arch work around the entrance way. These are not merel
tossed on but carefully placed and combined as part of an overall design.
Its interior is equally well designed in the chosen style.

Zion Church is one of two Georgia examples of Episcopal churches in the
rural English Gothic revival style (the other bears little resemblance to
Upjohn models). Its excellence ig underlined by comparison. Its romantic
Sir Walter Scott character, its date and location in western Georgia, its

‘Jvirtually unaltered state combine to give it national architectural standing

it is a superb surviving example of a national architectural movement which
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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