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I'i NAME

COMMON:

Highland Park
AND/OR HISTORIC:
Roxbury High Fort br-NjO
2 LOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Beech Glen St., Fort Avenue

CITY OR TOWN;

Boston (Roxbury District)
STATE

Massachusetts

cou

025

CLASSIFICATION

CATEGORY

OWNERSHIP
CChec* One)

. District . Building K Public Public Acquisition;

H Site . Structure . Private I I In Process

. Object . Both j | Being Consi

PRESENT USE fCliecft One or More as Appropriate)

I | Agricultural [ Park

Government Q
[ I Commercial [

[

I 1 Entertainment 11

Industrial I | Private Residence

Educational . Military | 1 Religious

Museum [ I Scientific

[A. OWNER OF PROPERTY

OWNER'S NAME:
City of Boston - Parks and Recreation Department
STREET AND NUMBER:
City Hall
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
$, tOCATIDNOF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC;
Registry of Deeds - Suffolk County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

Somerset Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
6. REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

TITLE OF SURVEY:

Bost on Landnar ks Gonmi ssi on
DATE OF SURVEY: 1969-72 .

Federal .
RECORDS:

Boston Redevelopment Authority

STREET AND NUMBER:
City Hall

CITY OR TOWN: S
Boston

M assachusetts

COUNTY:

Suffolk
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STATUS
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STATE:
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Jof  the par

DESCRtPTION
(Cllecfc Oneld
[X| Deterioroted *  Ruins e Unexposed
("Chock OneJ
Moved (X] Ori gir»il Site

H ghl and Park conprise”- SV*acres of open |and situated on the
crest of arocky hill in Roxbury, comrmanding a dramatic view of Boston.
The park, bounded by Beech Gen St., Fort Avenue, Fort Ave. Terrace,
is anintegral part of aresidential neighborhood of brick rowhouses
and detached wood structures,!where curving streets conform to the
hill topoEraphy. Nat ural outcroppi ngs of puddi ngftone cover nuch

area, otherw se overgrown with natural grass and weeds. ,;

At the highest point a Victorian water standi”ipe nounted on an earthen
Fl atformnarks the area of a Revolutionary Ver fort, xQurving wal kways
ead fromthree entrances around the park t othe standpipe and fort.
These wal ks forma partial circuit, inconplete only on the south where
puddi ngstone formations would interfere wth grading or paving. The
wal ks are connected tothe top platform by granite steps one flight
on each of the southwest and southeast sides and five flights on the
northwest. There i s a puddingstone entbanknent on the northeast m
side of the fort and stairs, A puddingstone retaining wall wth one m
opening forns a boundary along Fort Avenue Terrace t othe entrance
on Beech Gen Street. At the extension of the line of Gen Fort
,fbvenue Tﬁrrace, natural puddingstone formations elimnate the need "My. z
o awall. (+>

The fort is aquadrangular earthen platformwth bastions at each
corner and a concrete paving outline, occupying a quarter of the land
area. An 1875-1917 program of restoration and revitalization created
a partial reconstruction of the Revolutionary Ver fortsituated on the
hi ghest point of the hill in the northwest corner.

o

the standpipe, constructed in 189 as a functional device of
Boston's Cochituate VMter System ri‘ses fromthe northeast corner 7
of the fort platform The exterior standpipe is a brick®granite
trimmed, circular towerV however, a gabled octagonal base and a
gabl ed octagonal observatory articulate an additional desi ?n concept .
A gabled attendant's office added t othe base i n 1907 reinforcest he
thene. Swall |ancet-arched wndows which are staggered in the outside
wal | harnoni ze with the pointed steeple which crows the observatory.
Cast iron finials and spire once graced both the steeple and observatory.
Mssing also fromthe latter is aniron balcony added i n 1907. Inside
the structure aniron pjDefive feet indianeter andeighty feet high
r enai ns, althou?h no | onger containingwater. Aspiral staircase built
\INiHI](in a\three oot space between the iron pipe and nasonry leads to the
ookout . : ., : :

G the nany commenorative narkers placed on the site throughout the
years only tworemain: anenorial narker on the standpipe liststhe
brigades of nen who were involvedwith the fort in the Revolutionary
\dr; another nenorial narker placed in 1877 indicating the site of the
fort stands just off to the north side of the standpi pe. eon

[ conti nued]
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To date the nost obvious changes t othesite and structure have
been theresult of neglect since the 1930's. Mst of the vegetation —
%r]ass, weeds, and a fewsnall trees -- i suncultivated natural grow h.

e puddingstone retaining walls arebasically ingood condition, although
nortar patchings arenecessary insone areas. Afewscattered rusty
iron bars, remmants of pl aK equi pnent, pierce theundergrowth. The |ines
of thereconstructedfort have been obscurred by erosion and growth of
grass and weeds. The concrete pavenent outline i s nowcracked and
uneven, al though slabs of newconcrete have been added i n a f ewareas.

O theexterior of the standpipe, thebrick and nortar have deteriorated;
most of thepaint has peeled;, theroofs aregaping. The standpipe i S no
| onger used as an observation tower; therefore, theentrance i s |ocked,
and thew ndows have been boarded or bricked. |nthe octagonal base and
attendant's office, the pointed arches have been filled with brick, and
the entrance arch has been filled tofit arectangul ar double door, now
boarded. Recently the CHY renoved t he hazar dous bal cony and added si x
concrete benches and ten gl obe |anps t o acconmodat e those |ocal residents
who still enjoy the park.
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ESfGMIFfCANCE

PERIOD fcfieck One or More as /Ippropriafed

I | Pre-Columbian | O 16th Century IS 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century [3 19th Century
SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicebte and  Known) 1775’ 1869-70
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fClieck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginol I [ Education . Political * Urban Planning
r~I Pfehistoric ~. N e Engineering , « "Religion/Phil.- " Other (Specify)
Historic I 1 Industry losophy
r~i  Agriculturp « « .Invention ' n .Science !
. Architecture Londscope i 1 Sculpturv
ci Art e Architecture [ [ Socio I/Humon-
11 Commerce I | Literature rori .
I | Communications Military . Th';ztf::n m m 2 7 l_b
f~7 Conserva'tion' . Music I | Transportation Eég%l-\ll-élr_

STAT EMEN'T,'0!F SI,GNmt ANCE

. IL.Hgilland Park's significance i s of manifold inportance"
topographical, mlitary, architectural, and |andscape history of Boston.

~The strategic location of the highlands %ave_ | t topographical sig-
nificance. Sifuatedonthe top of ahill, the site overl'ooked the only
Ian(t:i route inand out of Boston (along the neck) during the ei ghteenth
century.

Because of this location, Hghland Park earned mlitary significance
as one of the first sites selected for fortification during the Revol utionaify

. Built inthe sumer of 1775fromthe designs of Henry Knox and
Josiah Vdters (Mnutenan General s?), the fort was a quadrangul ar earthwork
about twelve roads square with a bastion at each corner and entanknents
el P'ht feet tofifteen feet high. Myjor-Genera Wh Heath, a commandi ng
officer inthe R)xburY area, nentioned this fort as "belr&perha,ps the Tirst
attenpt at aregular tortification" (in the colonies). ring the seige of
Boston, the Hgh Fort was avital sectionof the encirclenment which pre-
vented the British fromreceiving supplies and reinforcements and eventual |y
forced their evacuation. C . >

Resi dents and nayors, pf Roxbury inthe first half of thenineteenth
century attenpted to preserve Hgh Fort as a Revol utionary |andnark. The
plans were futile, however, andthe fort fell into disrepair.

The architecture promnence of the site was establishedwhen it becane
,a,pat, of Boston's Cochituate Vdter System Between 1869 and 1870, a year
after the annexation of Foxbury to Boston, the ol dfort was denolished t o
nake way for the construction of a standpi ﬁe toprovide fresh water for the
Foxbury area. Designed by Messrs. Sandi sh and/woodbury to enhance the site
this circular brick tower with its granite trimmngs, gabled roofing, and
decorative fenestration renains asignificant exanple of Victorian Gthic
architecture. Despite the rarequalities of this standpipe in 1880, its
functional - aspects becane obsol ete wen the cit | abandonned the Cochituate
Vet er System : , A

"Hghland Park had attracted over its first one hundred years a Revo-
Iut|onar¥ fort and aVictorian standpipe. Each was placed on the crest
for its Tunctional topographic advantages; however, the site outlived

[ conti nued)]
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10. GEOGRAPHtCAL DATA "
LATITUDE AND I.ONGITUOE
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE

COORDINATES
PROPERTY

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW
NE
SE
SW
APROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY:

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING

STATE: CODE

fVI FORM PREPARED BY

N AME AND TITLE:

Marcia My”~rs (BRA) for Elizabeth R.

ORGANI ZATION
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
40 Beacon Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston
n. STATE LIAfSON OFFICER CERTfftCA | ION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service, The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National 3 v'State Leeal

Name
Saarefak-y of the Commonwealth and
Chairtaan, Massachusetts Historical
Tile Commission

March 21, 1973

History of the Introduction of Pure Water
the City of Boston wi4i a Desci®ption:of its Cochituate Water Works, 1868

Field-Book of the American Revolution

foul*

11

into

Town of Roxbury 1878

t

History of the Water Works 1868-1876 1876 !

1852

fcoati Qued]

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
42° 19 ' 30.5" 71 ° 05" 44.3ri
B.CTGS

STATE
COUNTY
COUNTY: [/
(D,
COUNTY: IVIATIQ
COUNTY:

Amadon, Survey Director

DATE

January 1973

STATE

025

Massachusetts
NATIONAL REGtSTER VERIFICATION

| hereby certify that this property is included in the
National Register.

Chief, Office of Archeology and "H”"toric Preservation

ATTEST:
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the useful ness of both architectual nonunents. Having been transferred
fromthe city's Véter Departnent t othe Park Departnent the structures
and grounds had suffered. 1n 189, the site received deserved attention.
At that time appropriations were nade t orestore the well-known tower
and its grounds. Uhder pressure fromthe Roxbury Mlitary Historical
Society (nowthe Roxbury Historical Society) the Superintendant of the
Gnnaen and Publ i ¢ Gounds corm ssioned Frederick Lawd nsted, nmaster

| andscape architect, toprepare an extensive renovation. Qnsted s
invol venent extended through his firmuntil 1916.

Y1yt rTdi.eMinprovenents carried out between 1895 and 1916 as a resul t of
Qnsted s proposal s included: reconstruction of the quadrangul ar shape

of the fort; creations of wal kways and seating arrangenents tofollow '
the puddingstone terrain; the planting of appropriate vegetation; construction
of aretaining wall onFort Avenue; and the addition of abattery of o
four revolutionary cannons and gun carriages. For the standpipe, appropriation
i ncl uded addi n? aniron bal cony, anattendant's office, and bronze nenori al
plaques. Finally the edge of park was extended approxinately 44, 000

square feet tothe northwest which Have aprotective boundary from |ater

nei ghborhood construction. After the restoration, the park was conpared
favorably with the Bunker Hill Mnunent both for historic significance

and the pleasurable view of the city. As aresult Hghland Park once

again energed as aninportant landnark inthe city - this tine as significant

| andscape architecture.

The park today still commands community interest and civic pride,
althou?h the probl ens of the surroundi ng nei ghborhoods aregreat. Devel op-
nent plans for the area recognize the inportance of Hghland Park as
an open SP?‘CE. area conbining recreational value and visual and historic
features linking the coomunity toits past.
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ENTRI ES | N THE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MASSAICMIETTS

Date Entered AR 73 1983

Name L ocation

Viatarlaliturat
Sigh Fort

B3Li«t (Ji”) 84judtbr« &i«tirice
Suffolk Couatf

MM. Comtf
Also Notified
Rem. Edw»d M. Kminody
Socratary of tha Ocnmoaxmailili
Chalmm, Haasaehuaatta
Sea. Jttto Moidtli® Hjtotorical Coeniaalon
A Beacon Seroefc

mm* M»hmn tttimm
Boaton, Maaaachuaetta OHM

Director» iKorthaast Region PR NRowl and: pel 5/7/73



FROM: I_M-D F‘ ONEIL 37 FRANKLIN STREET BELMONT, MA 02178

AEA - AFA - AFRes - A L -ARMA - HNS - ROA - SPA- USCDC faCPHONE: (617) 484-6553

TO: Boston FTsy 617-223-6475
roffice of Archeology andHistoric PreservT
NationsQ Park Service, _
B Dept of Interior oL .> DATE: 20Nov 73
Washington, DC 2024-0 , I FELEND: ML

YOUR RE: The National Regi ster
_ , S, . of Historic Places,
SUBJECT: Material for ny book oncitizen soldiers. 1972 (as of 6/71).
-FAD HK

According t o an announcenment by t he Roxbury (Boston) Historical Society, the ROBR HGHFRI
anong ot her sites, hasrecently been included t o the National Register of Historic Sites.

So, | promptlywent t othe Boston GOhere i n JFKBl dg and bought your above cited handbook. ..
but when I got hone, noticed it hada cutoff of June 191°1....

Wen you get thetime, kindly send n@ a story about the Roxbury High Fort...| wish toinclude it
in ny chapter onforts and canpsites.

| need, beyou canreach ne onthe above cited FTSphone. T "anks



~19/3 T

Mr. Bwrdd F. O'Hell
37 i Tenklin Street
Baffiont, Jdaissachuaetts 02178 N ~

Dear 1$r. O Heil: .o N ' T

Thank yott for your recast [etter concerning the nom nation of/Roxbury
Higji FortXto the Sationel Register of Historic Places. N—

Ve axe pleased t o advise youthat Pxjxbtiry Hgh Fort nom nated by
the K«itucky State Historic ProaervsitiM Officer endenteredinthe
BfaticHel Register April 23, 1973. Ve are@Zl oaing a bitxshwe 'which
describes the liatiQniftl Hegi ster progrejasaid a copy of the nom nation
formm the property, "daich nay be of assistance t oyoui npreparing
32our chapter aa forts and canpsites.

Thank youfor your interest i nthe historic preservationprograms of
the Haticam Park Service.

Sincerely youra.

Charles A Eerrinfjton
Chief, Bitnch of Registration
Imlonal Reglater

>'|ftclosures

cc:
Ifon. John F. X Davoren, Secretary of the Commonweal t h, Chairnan,
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, W Beacon Street, Boston,
Aassachusetts 02108 w cy i nc.
Director, Northeast Region wcyinc.
D
| FRw cy inc.

BSHul i ntw 12/ 6/ 73
BASI C FI LES RETAI NED | NPR LI A -V



