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[NAME
HISTORIC rsARAH FQSTER\COLBURN/IIOUSE
AND/OR COMMON
same
LOCATION
STREET* NUMBER
7 Dana Street _NOTFOR PUBLICATION
CITY, TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Cambridge VICINITY OF Eighth
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
Massachusetts 025 Middlesex 017
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
—DISTRICT —PUBLIC X_OCCUPIED AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM
X-BUILDING(S) JC.PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —COMMERCIAL —PARK
—STRUCTURE —BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —EDUCATIONAL -XPRIVATE RESIDENCE
—SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE —ENTERTAINMENT —RELIGIOUS
—OBJECT —IN PROCESS —YES: RESTRICTED —GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC
—BEING CONSIDERED — YES: UNRESTRICTED —INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
X-NO —MILITARY —OTHER:
HfOWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Maurice H. Kramer
STREET & NUMBER
72 Glendale Road
CITY. TOWN SATE
Quincy VICINITY OF M assachusetts
BJLOCATION OFLEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOUE,
REASRY G- DEEDEEIC Middlesex County Registry of Deeds
STREET & NUMBER
Cambridge and Third Streets
CITY, TOWN SATE
Cambridge M assachusetts

e REPRESENTATION INEXISTING SURVEYS

THLE Cambridge Historical Commission, Survey of Architectural History in Cambridge
Report 2: Mid Cambridge. Cambridge: MIT Press

DATE 1967, pp. 55, 56, 58, 112.
1967 —HDERAL —SATE —CONTY  XLOCAL

DERCITCRY ER

SREY RSB Cambridge Historical Commission

dary, TOMWN Cambridge STAT” assachusetts



DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED X_UNALTERED X-ORIGINALSITE
JXGOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE-
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE PRESENT AND CR G NAL (IF KNO/MIY) PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

Built i n1841, the Sarah Foster Colburn House i san unusual 2" story franme residence
combining both Geek Revival and Gothic features. The steeply gabled facade nost
clearly demonstrates theskillful blending of thetwo styles. Here five unevenly
spaced fluted colums with stylized Doric capitals support a narrow unadorned frieze
and a deeply projecting gable pierced by wi de pointed arch openings. A narrow |ancet
window filling thegable peak adds tot heGothic quality of theupper facade. This
unusual configuration of deeply overhanging gable, Gothic lancets, and Geek Revival
colums i srelated toa rare house type found i ntheConnecticut River Valley, but is

uni que i nCanbridge. Contrastingtothebasic simplicity of thehouse aret he dec-
orative acorn pattern bargeboards along the widely projecting eaves of the front
gable and t heunusually el aborate cast iron railings which fill thespace abovethe

colums with a lacy floral pattern. The bargeboard trim is repeated on a narrow gable
on thenorthern facade. The main entrance i srecessed behind narrow y spaced col ums
and i s balanced by a bay window on t hesouthern facade. To therear i sa sinpletwo-
story clapboarded ell with a separate entrance which was rebuilt after a 1934 fire.
Except for i tsconversion tofour apartments i n1927, t hehouse remains renarkable
intact.
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SIGNIFICANCE

\-
PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

-PREHISTORIC ~ —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC ~ —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION

-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
.1600-1699 -2WRCHITECTURE —EDUCATION  .j 44~ —MILITARY —SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN

-1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUsIC —THEATER

Jt800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT ~ —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1841 BUILDER/3?fifeffPreBT >« Nat haniel A Vir gi N

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Sarah Foster Col burn House possess Integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship and i ssignificant both foritsstyle and location. A

uni que Canbridge exanple of a rare Connecticut River Valley style conbining Gothic
and Greek Revival elenents, 7 Dana Street i spart of them d-nineteenth century
suburban devel opment of Dana Hill. The nei ghborhood was planned by a local specul a-
tor, Isaac Livernmore, after Judge Francis Dana's mansion on thehill was destroyed by
fire i n1839 and theland sold. Built i n1841by housewight Nathaniel A Virgin,

7 Dana was purchased by Livermore's niece, Sarah Foster Col burn, i n 1842,

Virgin was born i nNew Hanpshire i n1814 and served an apprenticeshipi nthe Connec-
ticut River Valley i nthe1830's before comng toCanbridge. Hisfamiliarity with
Connecticut River Valley architecture no doubt explains theunusual sytle of

7 Dana Street. Virgin's only other known work i nCanbridge was an 1838 house conbining
Italianate and Greek Revival details, which has been demolished.
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The house i slocatedon block 116, | ot 6 onthe west side of Dana Street between
Massachusetts Avenue andHarvard Street, Canbridge. Please refer toattached nap.
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ENTR ES | NTHE NATI ONAL REQ STER

STATE MSSACHEETTS

Date Entered JUN 1 6 |980Q
Nane Location
Col burn, Sarah Fostar, House Canbri dge
M ddl esex County
Charles Pl ayhousa Bost on
Suffol k County
Al'l Saint's Church
Bost on
Steams, R H, Building Suffol k County

Gaftonl nn

Al'so Notified

Honor abl e Edward M Kennedy
Honor abl e Paul Tsongas

Honorabl e Thonas P. O Neill, Jr.
Honorabl e Brian J. Donnal ly
Honor abl e John J. Makl ey

Honor abl e Joseph D Early

NR Byers/njd 6/ 27/ 80

For further information,

pl ease call

Bost on
Suffolk County

Grafton
Wor cester County

State Historic Preservation Officer

Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski

Executive Director, Massachusetts
Hi storical Conmi ssion

294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

t he National Register at (202)343-6401.



FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION MID CAMB. I B9
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Canbri dge
Address 7 Dana Street
Name Sara Foster Colburn House
Present u= residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Loa Staple to left side of form
Photo number fO'A - 5A
Present ovmear Peter Kinder
y- i Description:
Date 1841
Source deed records
Style Gothic Revival

Architect Nathaniel Virgin, housewrigh'

h J I i oM i i
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
)!- f!fryS!ELE ; ’}!,_rl'_/"\j‘F_i" " .Z.','.A\ . Outbuildings (describe)
Other features unusual combination of
,u' ll Gothic and Greek Revival features
o in single building.
Altered addition of ellDate 1939
|I] Moved No Date
Lot size:
One acre or less xX Over one acre
Approximate frontage
Approximate distance of building from street
" A to'
Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting / HABS
Organization Cambridge Historical Comm.
Date  .1964
(over) HABS - 1968
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7. Original owner (ifknown) — AA~F A0 - AL ifirhgin
Original use residential
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates residenti al

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Sara Foster Col burn noTase i sthe anost
i mportant exanple of Gothic Revival residential
architecture i nCanmbridge, andthe only intact
p.sanple of i t stype. | t conmbine*Greek Revival and
Got hic Revii7al elements i na full-height Gothic
arcade that cuts into thegable andis bordered
by an el aborate ironwork balcony i na form found
el sewhere only i nt heConnecticut River Valley.
Features include classical colums as part of
| ower porches, pointed arches on upper porch, long
wi ndows t ofloor with crossette design, and barge
board with scalloped and acorn design for front gable
and dormers.
“ This house has been recorded by the Historic
American Buil dings Survey.
3.

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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EurNa>SMLIT;r r*/An Attest
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summary paragraph
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clarity \
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Maps
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