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DATE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COI\/IPLETE NmiONAL REGISTER FORMS 
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[NAME 
HISTORIC rsARAH FQSTER\COLBURN/llOUSE 

AND/OR COMMON 
same 

LOCATION 
STREET* NUMBER 

7 Dana S t r ee t _NOTFOR PUBLICATION 

CITY, TOWN 

Cambridge VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

Eigh th 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE 

025 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 
CODE 

017 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 

X-BUILDING(S) 

—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP 
—PUBLIC 

JC.PRIVATE 

—BOTH 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
—IN PROCESS 

—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
X_OCCUPIED 

—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
—YES: RESTRICTED 

— YES: UNRESTRICTED 

X-NO 

PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM 

—COMMERCIAL 

—EDUCATIONAL 

—ENTERTAINMENT 

—GOVERNMENT 

—INDUSTRIAL 

—MILITARY 

—PARK 

-XPRIVATE RESIDENCE 

—RELIGIOUS 

—SCIENTIFIC 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER: 

HfOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Maurice H. Kramer 
STREET & NUMBER 

72 Glendale Road 
CITY. TOWN 

Quincy VICINITY OF 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

BjLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC Middlesex County R e g i s t r y o f Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

Cambridge and T h i r d S t r ee t s 
CITY, TOWN 

Cambridge 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

• REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TftLE Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Survey o f A r c h i t e c t u r a l H i s t o r y i n Cambridge 

Report 2: Mid Cambridge. Cambridge: MIT Press 
DATE 1967, pp. 55, 56, 58, 112. 

1967 —FEDERAL —STATE —COUNTY XLOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
CITY, TOWN Cambridge STAT^assachusetts 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION 

—EXCELLENT 

JXGOOD 

—FAIR 

—DETERIORATED 

—RUINS 

—UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X_UNALTERED 

—ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

X-ORIGINALSITE 

—MOVED DATE-

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Bu i l t i n 1841, the Sarah Foster Colburn House i s an unusual 2^ story frame residence 
combining both Greek Revival and Gothic features. The steeply gabled facade most 
clearly demonstrates the s k i l l f u l blending of the two styles. Here f i v e unevenly 
spaced f l u t e d columns with s t y l i z e d Doric capitals support a narrow unadorned frieze 
and a deeply projecting gable pierced by wide pointed arch openings. A narrow lancet 
window f i l l i n g the gable peak adds to the Gothic q u a l i t y of the upper facade. This 
unusual configuration of deeply overhanging gable, Gothic lancets, and Greek Revival 
columns i s related to a rare house type found i n the Connecticut River Valley, but i s 
unique i n Cambridge. Contrasting to the basic s i m p l i c i t y of the house are the dec­
orative acorn pattern bargeboards along the widely projecting eaves of the fro n t 
gable and the unusually elaborate cast i r o n r a i l i n g s which f i l l the space above the 
columns with a lacy f l o r a l pattern. The bargeboard t r i m i s repeated on a narrow gable 
on the northern facade. The main entrance i s recessed behind narrowly spaced columns 
and i s balanced by a bay window on the southern facade. To the rear i s a simple two-
story clapboarded e l l with a separate entrance which was r e b u i l t a f t e r a 1934 f i r e . 
Except for i t s conversion to four apartments i n 1927, the house remains remarkable 
i n t a c t . 
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CONTI NUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ^ PAGE 
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Date: 1964 (Federal) 

Depository for survey records; Library of Congress 
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SIGNIFICANCE 
\ -

PERIOD 

-PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

-1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

-1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE 

.1600-1699 -2WRCHITECTURE 

-1700-1799 —ART 

Jt800-1899 —COMMERCE 

-1900- —COMMUNICATIONS 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION . j 4 4^ 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE 

—MILITARY 

—MUSIC 

—PHILOSOPHY 

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

—RELIGION 

—SCIENCE 

—SCULPTURE 

—SOCIAiyHUMANITARIAN 

—THEATER 

—TRANSPORTATION 

—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES 1841 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

BUILDER/3?flfeffPreBT^>« 
Nathaniel A. V i r g i n 

The Sarah Foster Colburn House possess I n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , 
materials and workmanship and i s s i g n i f i c a n t both for i t s s t y l e and location. A 
unique Cambridge example of a rare Connecticut River Valley s t y l e combining Gothic 
and Greek Revival elements, 7 Dana Street i s part of the mid-nineteenth century 
suburban development of Dana H i l l . The neighborhood was planned by a loc a l specula­
t o r , Isaac Livermore, after Judge Francis Dana's mansion on the h i l l was destroyed by 
f i r e i n 1839 and the land sold. B u i l t i n 1841 by housewright Nathaniel A. Virgin, 
7 Dana was purchased by Livermore's niece, Sarah Foster Colburn, i n 1842. 

.Virgin was born i n New Hampshire i n 1814 and served an apprenticeship i n the Connec­
t i c u t River Valley i n the 1830's before coming to Cambridge. His f a m i l i a r i t y with 
Connecticut River Valley architecture no doubt explains the unusual s y t l e of 
7 Dana Street. Virgin's only other known work i n Cambridge was an 1838 house combining 
I t a l i a n a t e and Greek Revival d e t a i l s , which has been demolished. 
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I M A J O R BIBLIOGRAPff lCAL REFERENCES 

Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission. Survey of Architectural History i n Cambridge, 
Report 2: Mid Cambirdge. Cambridge: M.I.T. Press, 1967 

Paige, Lucius. History of Cambridge, Massachusetts. Boston: H.O. Houghton and 
Company, 1877. 

IITM NOT VERIFIED 
iGEOGRAPfflCAL DATA 

0.21 ACREAGE NOT VERIFIED ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 

QUADRANGLE NAME B O S t O H S o U t h QUADRANGLE SCALE 1 t 2 4 0 0 0 
U T M R E F E R E N C E S 

A l l l l J l 3 | 2 . 6 | l . 8 , 0 | | 4 . 6 t 9 , 2 l 7 . 9 . 0 l B 
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

cUJ I I • 1 • . I I • I • I • • 1 
I I I : ' 

GLLJ I I • I • • I I I ! I L 

ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

1 . 1 I I . 1 , 1 1 1 1 . 1 i , 1 
1 . 1 I I . I l 1 1 , 1 1 1 1 i 1 

1 1 I I 1 . t l 1 I I 1 1 . 1 1 1 1 
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

The house i s located on block 116, l o t 6 on the west side of Dana Street between 
Massachusetts Avenue and Harvard Street, Cambridge. Please refer to attached map. 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE 

FORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE Susan Maycock, Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Commission for 
Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator 

ORGANIZATION DATE 

Massachsuetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission February 1980 
STREETS. NUMBER TELEPHONE 

294 Washington Street ' 727-8470 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Boston, Massachsuetts 

ESTATE msTORic PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS' 

NATIONAL STATE _ V _ LOCAL . . 2 ^ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Se^ica. 

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE 

TITLE , . . DATE 
Executive Director^ Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Ft)R NPS USE ONLY 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

^^^^ ^//z/^ 
T ^ ^ c ¥ i ^ E R OF THE NATIONAL RE^STER 

^^^^^^ m;iAAAllZAAA.O PATE^/^ /^^ 
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OPO 921-803 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE MASSACHUSETTS  

Date Entered JUN 1 6 |98Q 

Name Location 

Colburn, Sarah Fostar, House 

Charles Playhousa 

A l l Saint's Church 

Steams, R. H., Building 

Grafton Inn 

Cambridge 
Middlesex County 

Boston 

Suffolk County 

Boston 

Suffolk County 

Boston 

Suffolk County 

Grafton 
Worcester County 

Also Notified 

Honorable Edward M. Kennedy 
Honorable Paul Tsongas 
Honorable Thomas P. O'Neill, Jr. 
Honorable Brian J . Donnally 
Honorable John J . Moakley 
Honorable Joseph D. Early 

NR Byers/mjd 6/27/80 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mrs. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski 
Executive Director, Massachusetts 

H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

For further information, please c a l l the National Register at (202)343-6401. 



FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

In Area no. Form no. 

MID CAMB. I I B 9 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 7 Dana S t r ee t 

f. 
1 a. 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")  
Staple to left side of form  
Photo number f 0 '^^ - 5 A 

y- .i 

Name Sara Foster Colburn House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present ovmer Peter Kinder 

Description: 

Date 1841 

Source deed records 

h, . , , .J , I u-i; .}.: M i I f ; i 

!• ffry , , LL^;- ^ •Z''^\ 
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Style Gothic Rev iva l 

•ti 
1 
I 

. K - — r ' 

li] 

Architect Na than ie l V i r g i n , housewrigh' 

Exterior wall fabric c lapboard 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features unusual combinat ion o f  

Gothic and Greek Rev iva l f ea tu res 

i n single building. 

Altered a d d i t i o n o f ellDate 1939 

Moved No Date 

Lot size: 

One acre or less xX Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 

(over) 

iOM-5-77 

Approximate distance of building from street 

. " ^ to' 
Recorded by Bainbr idge Bunt ing / HABS 

Organization Cambridge H i s t o r i c a l Comm. 

Date_ .19 64 

HABS - 19 6 8 

z;-z. . y 



7. Original owner (if known) ^ ^ ^ i , ^ , . , , - A . i / ir^gin 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates r e s i d e n t i a l 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

XX 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Sara Foster Colburn noTase i s the anost 
important example of Gothic Revival r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i n Cambridge, and the only i n t a c t 
p.sample of i t s type. I t combine*Greek Revival and 
Gothic Revii7al elements i n a f u l l - h e i g h t Gothic 
arcade t h a t cuts i n t o the gable and i s bordered 
by an elaborate ironwork balcony i n a form found 
elsewhere only i n the Connecticut River V a l l e y . 

Features include c l a s s i c a l columns as p a r t o f 
lower porches, p o i n t e d arches on upper porch, long 
windows t o f l o o r w i t h c r o s s e t t e design, and barge 
board w i t h scalloped and acorn design f o r f r o n t gable 
and dormers. 

This house has been recorded by the H i s t o r i c 
American B u i l d i n g s Survey. 

•tl 

3. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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NPS Form lO-WO-a 
(7-81) 

United States Department off the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Reg is te r of Histor ic P i a c e s 
inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item number Page 1 >Z'7 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ~ 

Nomination/Type of Review 

.^.' .Vvalentine soap » „ r . „ s cottages • 
,.' (101 Pearl S t . ) 

Substantive Review Attest 

S^. Opposition House i>ubstanllvo Reylew X Keep 

Date/Signature 

Z Keeper f^c^ Ajr< ^^J^ ^/^/i"^ 

er 

Attest 

(0. Frost. Walter. House iiU^Klraavivy;^^.,^. ^„ Keeper / / . / i W W , 

Attest 

65. Francis , Ebenez^r^^Hoase_^^ Keeper 

Attest 

benezer, Hoase ' ' • v^j*. Vaa^^c 

DOE/OWNER OBJECTIgSr ^ 

66. LoTverlng, Joseph^ Hottse 

A^<.Z^4^y^ DOE/OWNEI 
l ifffmr 

^1 Keeper 

Attest 

Atwood. Ephiram, House ^ \ Keeper 

, Attest 

^ . / Buildings at lOA-106 Hancock. St. v^Keeper 

£u^a>MtlT;r r*^^.. Attest 

y - (A. Colburn, Sara Foster, House g a i j a ^ ^ y g Hevl^^Keeper 

1 • Attest 
'70. Brooks, Luthe^ E3lÔ >̂ WNER OBJECT 10N̂ f̂ P̂̂ ^ 

,<.m» t Attest 
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IONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET . 

^ Stat*. County /tiA^- AU^L^lf*<2jy. 

UnHatf t taiM D*pitiwwt of th* Interior 
NatiOMi Pwfc Soraioo 

Working No. / / - /^ -^ '>^<^ ^ 

F«d«r«i Agoncy: 

rotubmission 
nomination by parson or locai govarnmant 
ownar objaction 
iBppaal 

Fad. Rag. Data: 
Data Dua: _ 
Action: - i ^ A C C E P T 

yz?/z> 

RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

photos 
maps _ 

Substantiva Raviaw: sampia raquast • appaal .NR dacision 

Raviawar's commants: 

^ ' : ^ y ) l e ^ i X p - f L j ) ^ ' f Racom./CrUaria Racom. /Crjjiaria 
Raviawar 
pioripiin- j^yinZ/Jh 

- C 
jdzm 

Dat 
V aaa continuation shaat 

•Nomination raturnad for: tachnical corractions cited balow 
substantiva raasons discussad baiow 

1. N a m e 

2 . L o c a t i o n 

3 . Classi f f icat ion 

4 . O w n e r off Property 

8. L o c a t i o n off L e g a l P e s c r i p t i o n 

6. Represen ta t ion in Ex is t ing S u r v e y s 

7. P e s c r i p t i o n 

aununary paragraph 
complatanaas . 
clarity 
altarations/intagrity 
datas 
boundary aalaction 



'Bm Signiff icance 

summary paragraph 
Z eompiatanass 

clar i ty \ 
applicable cr i tar ia 

_ Justi f ication of areas 
checked 

relating significance to 
the rasourca 

context 
relationship of integr i ty 

to significance 
jus t i f ica t ion of exception 
other 

^^Z 

9 , Major Bib i iographicai Refferences 

1 0 . O e o g r a p h i c a l P a t a 

toemometf. 

11 . F o r m P r e p a r e d By 

12 . S t a t e H is tor ic Preserva t ion Offfficer Certiffication 
> a < H » p i u p i i i | 1 

1 3 . Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning th is nomination may t>e directed to 

Signed Date. Rhone: 202 2 7 2 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any Itam may ba continued on an attachad ahaat 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 
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