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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

In trie late 1630's, a prominent Denver architect, E. F. Fdbrocke,was commissioned 
bn Schleier to build the mansion at 1665 Grant Street. The ir^ansi^n exemplifies 
Eibrookc's dzsiar.s, advanced for the period and which lent Denver an .ppoarance sc •>- 
w't-^t ahead of the times. The mansion, constructed of Colorado sandstone, was the 
rost impressive of the homes designed by Edbrooke. Built on a prominent location fo* 
the 1380's, the mansion overlooks Jcwntown Denver. Th-3 mansion is built in the «:;Iect ~ 
d:~chi tecttirr? I design, prominent in Denver during the mining years. Although there 
is r.o reading identifiable theme, the house is termed cf vu'een An;;e style. In adding 
ths onion truer, Edbrooke achieved a feeling of gravity. The house has a frc3.-?;e porch, 
ar.d a new sec tier; has been added, joining the house with the carriage house.

1'hQ exterior tiles xt the front door resemble hand-made Italian tiles, but were 
found to have keer. r-:sde in- Indiana. It is b^-liev^d that zll ceramic tiles used in the 
firon-aces thro_'.7hc_it the house are also domestic as r.anis of domestic tile companies 
vcre inscribe:; in the hacks of several tiles examined. rhe ha revere is very elaborate 
and most of that remaining is original to the house. There are a total of eight fire- 
rilaces in the rouse, each one ur.iai:e and very ornate.

The woodwork in the entry vjy is oak, and the floors, also in oak, have geometric 
rjrr^-et borders- Alfovc the- landing Edhrooke used Lincrusza-'ii'zltor. friezework (made 
to simulate carved wood) with Chinese fret work. On the ether t«~o walls plaster 
C3".pc!sition ornarreiit ws.s used. Four fact wair.scptir.g, £~::ical of the Victorian Era, 
WIF !.-sed in the entry w-3>; and throughout the house. The cofforci ceiling above the

s":ar.rls in the entry way. This fireplace has ^n C'Utstar.-lir.g hind-carvel frieze with 
.stopped fluted design.

The close f-st'"i.':j- staircJ.se sv-ith r^nele.i hase refl^':ts Schleier's German heritage. 
T.-.2 scdir*'.ay has c.i''vinas of a-.i-.TcyJcs c.-ni Sav^run svins, vhich symbolized good luck 
~o t;'.e Gc-rmjns The tilustc-r has extrc-rielu dc-r.-^ilcd f._ir. ••-c^rvinj.s. The plunth block 
zr. the woodwork, r.-ilf-way up fron the basehoari.ro is also _^..-;cn to Jerran styling.

Throughout the first t*-o floors E'"zrock.? made extensive use of plaster riolds; 
each ro-jr, exer.pl : i-jinj a different t'jr.e of .-rold. In the front parlor (the Schleier's 
apparently had two) the friezework is cf the r».js_ eiahorate plaster mold, which was
--•cry fashi-:--;^"' ie for the pori LV: . Sjth purlers 2re of cherry i/ocd. The fireplace in 
tr.e rront parlor is the ~,-o~t or rare of ^ny in the house, ar.d was machine made. The 
SLjrro-jnds of the -luuhle sash vindou-s in the r-acx parlor have massive plynth bases 
r.r:i the workable locks are criminal.

In t.'u? mjplt? woc-i libraru the c~.rvir.gs in the fireplace mantel are hanJ-carved. 
2-:: i t-i;i shelving units, corresponding to the design of the fireplace, are at..?ched to 
th-_- west wall. The ur.it, or.e hundred eleven inches ior.g ar.d twelve ar.d one-half
-n-^-.-s v:de, _.«: divided into three sections. The central, tallest portion is divided
-r.zo twr, d---ur,_e-docred sections ty s fluted frieze. The center portion is flanked on 
eit.-x-r s.de ^:th attached be*/eled nirrors below an egg and dart motif c--i»'in<7. 
<"-P--'--"in-/ u-a inscoting a.ong all walls is horizontal reeded chair railing. The 
frieziwork is plain with embossed plaster .-role flowers.
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The George Schleier Mansion, currently L:- 
areas. First the mansion is architecturally - 
1880's by a prominent Denver architect, F. E. 
sandstone and was the most impressive of the A 
built on a prominent location for the 1880's, 
the onion tower to the Queen Anne design of th 
of gravity. The house reflects no readily id-. 
common among Denver homes of the 1830's. Stn. 
mining years have taken on the term eclectic * 
design.

nonetheless, the house is unique in sever 
numerous examples of elaborate plaster compos; 
^fashionable for that period. And, possibly t 
is its German styling. Little is known of Sc f 
family emigrated from his birthplace in Baden, 
heritage remained an integral part of his lift 
house reflect this. Trie closed-string stnirci 
heritage. The stairway has carvings of gargo. 
good luck to tre Germans. The baluster has ex 
plynth block on the woodwork, half-way up fror. 
German staling. Possibly wore than any other ;; 
can fee said to be truly of German design.

Secondly, the Schleier Mansion is signifi' 
by the endeavors of George Schleier. In 1843, 
enrolled in a business course at Baron's Corrr-j: 
"hat house"1 and also became acquainted with th­ 

in 1850, George Schleier left Cincinnati 3 
was again employed in the manufacture of silk h. 
lived in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and had his own h 
experience in the manufacture of hats that earn-: : 
Hatter".

The Schleier Mansion is also significant i~ 
the endeavors of its owner. Sometime around ISr 
invested in freighting and, until the flcod of If 
then moved to Denver and becran, what "as his Jo- 
career in real estate, in 1836, Schleier was el- 
1867 and 1868 served as the City Tax Collector— 
of his Drominet.ce in the development of commerce
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The George Schleier A'ansion, currently being restored, is significant in three
areas. J'irst the nansion is architecturally significant. The house, built in the 
]S-:.0's by a prominent Denver architect, F. E. Edbrooke, is constructed of Colorado 
sandstone and vas the nost impressive of the koxes designed by Edbrooke. The mansion, 
rjj'Ji on a prorr.ir.cnt location for the 1330's, overlooks do^T,to:-m Denver. In adding 
th-s onion toiler to the Queen Anne design of the hou^re, Edbraike achieved a feeling 
of Gravity. The house reflects no readily identifiable architectural ther-e, which is 
c~-,:~-~?jr. a.rerigr Denver ho~c-s of the 1330's. Structures constructed during the Colorado 
r.ir.ing years have taken on the term eclectic architecture—nsaning of r.o specific

Nonetheless, the house is unique in several respects. The Schleier Mansion offers 
nur-ero'js examples of elaborate plaster composition ornaments and Lincrusta-Walton, 
fzshisnablf? for that period. And, possibly the r^ost outstanding feature of the he-use, 
is i cs Cor:r:3n styling. Little is kno-.-fn of Schleier's childhood, but at age six, his 
far-.ilu emigrated from his birthplace in Baden, Germany, to the United ftates. Schleier's 
r.eriuye re-.aii-.ed an integral p-art of his life, and the r.assive Germanic styles cf t?te 
house reflect this. Tr.e closed-string- staircase with paneled- ba3e reflects Schleier's 
heritage. The stairway has carvings of gargoyles and bavarian swans, which sy.--bol i zed 
good luck to tre Gernans. The baluster has extrer.ely detailed hand-carvings. The 
plinth block o-n the vocdvork, half-way up frorr. the baseboards, is also ccxnon to 
German sti ling. Possibly more than any other building in Denver, the Schleier Mansion 
can be said to be truly of Gerran design.

Secondly, the Schleier Mansion is significant in the area of industry, exemplified 
by the endeavors of George Schleier. In 1343, Schleier v--u<. to Cincinnati whero fca 
enrolled in a business course at Baron's Cc.-munity College. He was employed by a 
"hat house'' and also becarr.e acquainted vith the processes for the manufacture of hats. 

In 1850, George Schleier left Cincinnati and traveled to .Vew i'ork City, where he 
xas as-ain employed in the manufacture of silk hats. Frcx 1351 until 1557 , Schleier 
lived in Milwaukee, Xisconsin, and had his own hat business. It vas this early 
experience in the manufacture of hats that earned hin the nickname of the "Glad 
Hatter" .

The Schleier Mansion is also significant in the area of co.rjr.erce, again -firough 
the endeavors of its owner. Some tine around 136-9, Schleier returned to Denver and 
invested in freighting and, until the flood of 1864. farmed on Cherry Creek area, He 
then noved to Denver and bea-n, what was his longest and r:ost successful endeavor, 3 
career in real estate. In 1836, Schleier was elected to the City Council and in 
1S67 and 1S63 served as the City Tax Collector—icth positions acquired 
of his pro.Tinej.ee in the develop/rent of coTjnerce in Denver,
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During the economic panic of 1893, Schleier took out a homestead at Sixteenth 
and Laurence Streets. This property --JS leased to People's National Rank Company, 
iv-.';o erected a building and paid a rental to Schleier, This was one of Schleier's 
iw>st successful real estate deals. t

Above all els. , Schleier is noted for his role in the settlement and e&rly 
c.-.ye.Iop.Tieiit of Denver. i-'hen Schleier was thirty-one years of age, he left Milwaukee 
ar.d traveled to Leavenworth, i'.ansas, and in 1S58 joined a group headed for "Pike's 
Pea,-: Country", S.mong others Kere several Denver pionesis. Schleier and the others 
Jived for several months on the- west side of the Continental Divide arr-er.g about seven 
hundred ''exicans and Indians (and Jived there peaceably, accord.in-j to Schleier) . The 
porty tnr?n traveled over the Divide to vhat later becaine- Denver. Pchleier :irst 
built a loj cabin in what vas then the o.-.iy residential district in u-osr D^r-ver. 

During the winter of 1558, Schleier acquired eno-.^h lumber to buil: a house 
~.nd rhnrt'i.' thnrc'tfter, r,f erected the first tvo-strory house in Denver.

In June, Jr'59, Schleier and a group of six others started lack to c.he f.ocky 
yoi:ntaii:s. Kh'-n then ca~'c to the foothills (vhere Golden, Colorado was est tblished t 
r.h? iv.iters of Clear Crf^li v^re too high to cross. The group decided to ^-^~t a 
bri.dae, :\-hich -*as believed t~> r-* th« first erected in Colorado. Only c^.e -an, 
?'o:< DiefenJcrff possessed any r?~>ne-j and ^o hn furnish^-! the $600.00 vhii-z '~e others 
in i.h': pa?"!; prov;r;Y:d rhe necessary labor. The bridge *as ccir.plerc-i ir. o:'.e vee.k arid 
the .r-.-irty rh.irc'jd a toll for those hho crossed it. b-j the end of the fust day 
$>'-.no.C;) h-as collected.

Schleier did rot ra'r.a friends easily, ar.d the fa~ily w-is not active in Denver 
so~ial cir.:les. fiir rhr;r:3h his advc-nturuso:-.*- spirit and'foresight, he r.elted 
pramte the d-3velc~r.-::nt :. f r-^n-.vr, :ts industry, and its corrjnerce.
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Criminally there was a side door off the dining room. Like all the na'rroreJ 
mantels in the house, the nirrors in the dining TOOT, server are of original hoveled 
clzr.s. This massive server, i-uilt into an alcove, is highly ornamental with carved 
arurul heads and f lover detail. The frieze war/: is handprinted and the ceiling is of 
recessed wood panels. All door and window surrounds are hand carved, as ore the 
tabernacle coiunr.s which flan/: ix'th sid.?s of the fireplace.

There are fo-jr i>_>iro3.~s, or.e roo:r: heiiev^d to have been a dressing room, and 
tiv'O hafJis or; the second floor. Jr, vhat -*as likely the naster bedroom, stands a 
nagnif i"er;c fireplace? of cherry vccd and rod ind v/hite cera~ic tiles. The design 
of this fircslnce h;r:ts cf the Victorian stule t;et to corne. The hardware on the 
trar; sor?s above tht? doorvj ; ; are ir.tac-t. On the? second floor there is unusual plynth 
block detail v:th cne-h^Jf iii^l's eye above the wfndo^' and doer surrounds.

Thei t? are three cthe:' ,'>?.;rc,:.-s on the second floor. Tn one iedroo.r, the fireplace 
rvintt-j has ar-parentlu' i-.-;;r: r-:-roved. In another bedroom, of maple vocd, the entabla­ 
ture or the fire:.i_act: is in r,i/: ?rusta-.V<3l ton and the ceramic tiles are framed by a 
la,7.,o's tor.riire wood d?sicr::.

CT. the third fl •.-;•.'• r.'jerc- _j re several sr^ill roorrs and a ballroom which, though 
reedj;:7 r:i;"h rc-scoraf irr; xorx, c::e r ;n t'.-ll ivas once very ele^rant. "; c
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