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17 Summit St. 

Historic Name John F. Nichols House 

Hioto (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketcil Map: Draw irap showing property's locaticn 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features, indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). , 
indicate north f:' 

Use: Present re s i <fe nee 

Original residence 

DESCRIPTIOI 

Date ca. 1890 

Source 

Style 

nap research 

Queen Anne 

Architect unknown 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard and shinal? 

Outbuildings garage/torin jc) 

Major Alterations (with dates) none 

See Attached Assessor's Map 

Xym REFERENCE 

USGS QOADRANGLE 

SCALE _ 1:2'̂ .000 

19 - 325/520 - k696/lko 

Boston North 

Oondition excel lent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage less than one acre 

Set t ing urban res ident ia l ~ w e l l 

established neighborhood of late—19th 

century dwell ings, near College Ave. 

& Powderhouse, main t ranspor ta t ion r t 

Recorded by Betsy Friedberg. Preservation 
Planner 

Organization Mass. Historical r.nnmi^^inn 

Date June 1985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applic^le) 

The John F. Nichols House retains integrity of location, design, materials, 
workmanship, and association and as a well preserved and finely detailed 
example of the Queen Anne style. It fulfills Criterion C of the National 
Register of Historic Places on the local level. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe iinportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the oomnunity. 

The John F. Nichols House is representative of the fine Queen Anne-style 
houses built in the Williams Russell Farm subdivision between 1886 and 1900. 
The house has a prominent corner oriel or bay, shingled gables, and jigsawed 
trusswork in the gable ends. Turned posts and a jigsawed frieze board 
decorate the full front porch. The decorative detailing is well preserved 
throughout. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the ooninunity. 

John Nichols is recorded as the owner of this house in 1895, but his 
occupation is not traceable in city directories. It is likely that he was a 
local merchant or businessmen, as many of the early owners in this then 
suburban subdivision were. The William Russell estate, north of Davis Square, 
was one of the last large tracts to be subdivided in West Somerviiie. Ninety 
lots were platted ca. 1880. The comfortable, stylish homes of the subdivision 
have a decided "surburban" quality, in contrast to the earlier workers' houses 
of nearby Wallace, Chandler, and Park Streets. 
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