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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The railroad bed between Cordova - Tasnuna River and Chitina -McCarthy 
has been used intermittently for vehicular traffic and is to become the 
base for an all-weather gravel road now under construction. The 
Ghitina - Tasnuna segment of the railway will not be affected except for 
a segment of 7 miles beginning at Chitina and running south. This has 
been adapted as a local road.

South of this point, evidence of the CR and NW Railway is still in fair 
condition. Sections of track, trestles, and buildings survive at 
various points and are indicated on the attached maps and photos.

:ie railroad bed is approximately 26 miles from Chitina to Tasnuna 
River. On this section 11 trestles, and the buildings of Tiekel* 
Station survive, as do remains of an abandoned native village and 
briefly occupied Russian post at Taral (which, although not associated 
with the railx^ay, lend interest to its potential as an historic trail) 
Several tunnels, track remains, etc., also can be found along the
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

d} Pre-Cotumbion | Q '6th Century 

D 15th Century D 17th Century

XX 20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S> (It Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fChec* One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

C] Prehistoric

O Historic 

1 | Agriculture 

[ | Architecture 

D Art 

| | Commerce 

[ | Communications 

[ | Conservation

[ | Education 

QP Engineering 

ft industry 

Q Invention 

j| Landscape

Architecture 

PI Literature 

G Military 

Music

[A[ Political

[3t Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

j | Science

[~~l Sculpture

f~l Social/Human­ 

itarian

[~| Theater

(3 Transportation

[| Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify)

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE \^\ I"}*.1 * * :'M?  ; -
\v A fif~ry* f -.^_ '-

I. We nominate this route as having a first order 6-f/"significance for 
the following reasons:  -_/// '?' HY, .-

A. It is a unique, ingenious engineering feat that exemplifies an 
era of the U.S. railroad's role of wilderness conquest.

It played a role in the national Ballinger-Pinchot controversy 
in which a partial land freeze limited the CR and NW Railroad 
development and the development of Alaska and the Pacific North­ 
west.N^
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C. It lead to the development of a major U.S. industry 
Copper Corporation.

the Kennicott

f D. Copper hauled over this route was the major source of copper to 
* the U.S. during World War I.

. 
The history of the Copper River and Northwestern (CR & NW) Railroad
started in the search of a railroad route from tidewater to Eagle, 
Alaska. Four companies were competing for the route, 2 out of Valdez, 
1 out of Katalla and one out of Cordova. All proved unfeasible 
except for the one out of Cordova - the Copper River route backed 
and engineered by Michael J, Heney.

At this time (1906) New York capital (the Guggenheim-Morgan Syndicate) 
t^as being organized as the Alaska Syndicate. This syndicate was prim­ 
arily a copper company but it also had extensive holdings in the 
salmon industry and controlled, with one exception, Alaska steamship 
lines. The Alaska Syndicate bought the Alaska Copper and Coal 
Company's property at the Bonanza Mine (Kennicott). This was the 
start of the present day Kennicott Copper Corporation.

During Heney f s railroad construction from Cordova to Mile 13, the 
Ballinger-Pinchot dispute arose over the Bering coal fields, one of 
the prime facts in the justification for the route out of Cordova. 
This dispute led to a withdrawal from entry all timber, oil and coal 
in Alaska and a major U.S. controversy during the Taft administration. 
Forced to use expensive Canadian coal, the "Cordova Coal Party" was
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formed and dumped several hundred tons of Canadian coal in the bay. A 
request for annexation to Canada was sent to the President. This finally 
had some results in changing the land laws governing Alaska in 1915.

In 1908 the Alaska Syndicate purchased Heney's interest and R.O.W. for 
the Copper River Railroad. The railroad was renamed Copper River and 
Northwestern ant its primary goal was changed from Interior Alaska to the 
Kennicott area due to the land closure of timber, oil and coal. The 
value of the copper was deemed only enough to construct the railroad 
that far. Had the land closure not been in effect the original goal of 
a route to Fairbanks and a spur to the Bering coal fields would have 
been accomplished. Little imagination is necessary to see what a 
change this would have made in the development of Alaska. The entire 
focal point of development would have been shifted from Seward and the 
Alaska Railroad to Cordova and the CR and NW Railroad.

The significant engineering feat was the design and construction of 
the railroad over some of the most difficult terrain; bottomless swamps, 
braided glacial streams, iceberg infested water, along sheer rock cliffs 
and even across a glacier. This in itself, warrants recognition as a 
unique ingenious engineering feat. This route was engineered by the 
same person that built the White Pass and Yukon Railroad. The engineering 
feat also is an outstanding example of the U.S. railroad era, an era of 
wilderness conquest.

The route took 3^ years to build 196 miles of standard gauge track. The 
railroad was completed March 29, 1911. It cost $23,000,000 to construct. 
About 15% of the track was on bridges and trestles. There were 129 
bridges in the first 131 miles, f

To keep the route open during the winter two of the largest snow plows 
then developed were employed.

Primary use of the copper taken out over the CR and NW was toward the 
U.S. effort in World War I.

The mine and railroad closed in 1938 after $175,000,000 was taken out in 
copper ore.
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1. Trestle.
*

2. Abondcwje-cf native village- 
and Kuosian post.

3. Trestle.

4. Trestle,

5. Trestle.

6. Trestle.

7. Tiekel Station (tre^tls,
station, outbuilding, 
watertov;er) .

8.-13. Trebles*
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