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The First Baptist Church i n New Bedford, b u i l t i n 1829, is an excellent example of 
early Greek Reifival church architecture. The church is located i n the center of 
New Bedford, near the intersection of William and Sixth Streets. Private residences, 
a few b u i l t i n the 1840's but most of them later, l i e to the northwest, west and 
south;;̂ west. A vacant l o t , once occupied by the YMCA (demolished January, 1975) 
stands just east of the church; several brick and stone municipal buildings, b u i l t 
in the late 19th century, are clustered around the intersection. .1 

The 2 story white clapboard church rests on a high stone foundation. I t has a ridge 
roof with the gable to the street. The three stage steeple is on the south end over 
the pilastered and pedimented facade. The facade has six paneled pilasters, four 
of which extend the f u l l height of the facade and two of which are cut off below the 
second story by the vestibule. The pilasters support a complete Doric entablature 
with triglyphs and metopes in the frieze. A plain pediment with modillions tops 
the entablature. , 

The vestibule was added i n 18j56, after the interior of the church was reversed in 
1841, placing the pulpit i n the north. The south facade has always contained the 
main entrance, but was originally b u i l t with three doors, centered i n the three 
central bays, with a f l i g h t of stairs extending the width of the facade rising to 
the doors. The large one story vestibule, with comer pilasters and complete entablature, 
has double doors topped by a Roman arch. Intricately molded iron fencing enclosing 
the yard was also added i n I856. ... 

The f i r s t stage of the steeple i s b u i l t of plain clapboards. The second stage has 
four arched openings flanked by pilasters, and pilasters at the comers, and is 
topped by an entablature. The thi r d stage is octagonal, with four louvered panels, 
and is topped by a weathervane. 

The sides of the church are seven bays long. The windows are 12/l2 with plain trim 
and skew back l i n t e l s , and contain the original hand blown glass. A two story ridge , 
roof brick building was added to the rear of the northwest side i n I928. I t has a 
plain five bay facade with an entrance on the south east. The addition, used as the 
education building, has architecture compatible with the church and offers much 
needed space to the congregation. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE , 

The First Baptist Church is a significant architectural landmark in downtown New 
Bedford. The steeple was a landfall for the whaling ships retuming to port after 
months at sea. Members of the congregation have been important to the development 
of the town, and one member. Lieutenant (later General) Heniy f-lartyn Robgrt, 
changed the structure of meetings and conferences around the world. ^ 

The architectural significance of the church derives from i t s early Greek Revival 
style. Towering above most of the other buildings i n mid-nineteenth century New 
Bedford, the steeple of the First Baptist Church was included i n the Seal of the 
City of New Bedford, designed i n 1847* The church has had some alterations, but 
the integrity of i t s clean simple Greek Revival lines remains, and the church, when 
restored, w i l l regain i t s prominence as a visual and historic landmark i n the cit y . 

Members of the congregation of the church have included many prominent New Bedford 
citizens. The church members took an active role i n the anti-slavery movement in 
the early 1860's and Reverend John Girdwood, pastor during this decade, led the 
congregation in this e f f o r t . Lieutenant Henry Martyn Robert, while i n New Bedford 
on an Army assignment, was an active member of the congregation from 1862-1865, 
and was a trustee of the church. V/hile moderating a meeting at the church on the 
subject of the defense of the port, Robert grew t i r e d of the chaos, and vowed to 
write rules for Parlimentary procedure. The result of this experience was the 
publication i n I876 of Robert's Rules of Order, a work which became the definitive 
text on the subject. 
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Paul Guzzi 

28 March 1975 
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727-S470 

Mr. Charles Harrington, Chief 
Registration 
National Register of Historic Places 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
18th and C Streets, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

CERTIFIED MAIL 

APPORTIONMENT WARRANT 
NOMINATION 

Enclosed please f i n d four National Register submissions f o r the following 
properties: 

1. Beverly, Cabot House, Essex County 
2. Dennis, West Schoolhouse, Barnstable County 
3. Medford, Park Street Railroad Station, Middlesex County 
4. New Bedford, F i r s t Baptist Church, B r i s t o l County 

These properties have been voted e l i g i b l e f o r submission by the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission (the State Review Board) and have been 
signed by the State Historic Preservation O f f i c e r , Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Please note that the properties covered by these submissions plan to 
apply f o r FY '76 grants-in-aid. I f you have any questions, please 
don't hesitate to c a l l us. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW:pjj 
End. 
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