


DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECKONE - CHECK ONE
X—EXCcELLENTI i iterior _DETERIORATED —UNALTERED "ORIGINALSITE
—GO0D —RUINS . ALALTERED _MOVED DATE
"FAIR exterior —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The First Baptist Church i n New Bedford, built in 1829, is an excellent exanple of
early Geek Reifival church architecture. The church i s located i nthe center of
New Bedf ord, near the intersection of Wlliam andSixth Streets. Private residences,
a fewbuilt inthe 1840's but nost of themlater, |ie t othe northwest, west and
south;;™west. Avacant |ot, once occupied by the Y\NGA (denolished January, 1975)
stands just east of the church; several brick andstone municipal buildings, built
in the late 19th century, areclustered around the intersection. A

The 2story white clapboard church rests on ahigh stone foundation. |t has aridge
roof with the gable tothe street. Thethree stage steeplei s onthe south end over
the pilastered andpedimented facade. The facade has si x panel ed pilasters, four

of which extend the full height of the facade andtwo of which arecut of f below t he
second story by t he vestibule. The pilasters support a conplete Doric entablature
with triglyphs andnetopes i nthe frieze. Aplain pediment with modillions tops

the entabl ature. ,
The vestibule was added i n 1856, after the interior of the church was reversed i n

1841, placing the pulpit inthe north. The south facade has always contained t he

mai n entrance, but was originally built with three doors, centered inthethree

central bays, with aflight of stairs extending the width of the facade risingto

the doors. Thelarge onestory vestibule, with comer pilasters and conplete entablature,
has doubl e doors topped by a Fonan arch. Intricately nolded iron fencing enclosing

the yard was al so added i n | 856.

The first stage of the steeplei s built of plain clapboards. The second stage has
four arched openings flanked by pilasters, andpilasters at the comers, and i s

topped by an entablature. Thethird stage i s octagonal, with four |ouvered panels,
and i s topped by a weathervane.

The sides of the church areseven bays long. Thew ndows are12/12 with plain trim
and skew back lintels, andcontain the original hand blown glass. Atwostory ridge,
roof brick building was added t othe rear of the northwest sideinl928. I|thas a
plain five bay facade with an entrance onthe south east. The addition, used as the
education building, hasarchitecture conpatible with the church andoffers nuch

needed space t othe congregation.



SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—_PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION
—1400-1499 ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE
— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
-1600-1699 XARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART —ENGINEERING —MusIC —THEATER
J~ 800-1899 —_COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
__COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)
INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1829 BUILDER/ARCHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Baptist Church isa significant architectural |andmark in downto
Bedf ord. Thesteeple wasa |l andfall for thewhaling ships retum ngtoport af
nont hs at sea. Menbers of the congregati on have beeninportant tothe devel
of thetown, andonenenber. Lieutenant (later General) Heniy f-lartyn Rob
changed the structure of neetings and conferences around theworld. A

The architectural significance of thechurch derives fromits early Qeek Revival
style. Towering above nmost of the other buildings i nmd-nineteenth century New
Bedford, t hesteeple of the First Baptist Church was included i nthe Seal of the
City of New Bedford, designed i n 1847* The church has had sone al terations, but

the integrity of its clean sinple Geek Revival |ines remains, and t he church, when
restored, will regainits promnence as a visual and historic landmark i nthecity.

Mener s of t he congregation of the church have included nany prom nent New Bedford
citizens. The church nenters took an active role i nthe anti-slavery novenent i n
the early 1860's and Reverend John G rdwood, pastor during this decade, | ed the
congregation i n this effort. Lieutenant Henry Martyn Robert, while i n New Bedford
on an Arny assignment, was an active nenber of the congregation from 1862- 1865,

and was a trustee of the church. Vhile noderating a neeting at the church on t he
subject of the defense of the port, Robert grewtired of thechaos, and vowedt o
wite rules for Parlimentaryprocedure. The result of this experience was the
publication i n 1876 of Robert's Rules of Order, a work which becane t he definitive
text on thesubject.
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Encl osed please find four National Register subm ssions for the following
properties:

1. Beverly, Cabot House, Essex County

2. Dennis, West School house, Barnstabl e County

3. Medford, Park Street Railroad Station, M ddlesex County
4. New Bedford, First Baptist Church, Bristol County

These properties have been voted eligihle for subm ssionby the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and have been
signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Pl ease note that the properties covered by these subm ssions plan to
apply for FY '76 grants-in-aid. | fyou have any questions, please
don't hesitate to call us.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion
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